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Trenton,  January  17th,  18G7. 
The  Society  met  at  Temperance  Hall  at  12  o'clock,  Mr.  John  Ruther- 
furd,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  in  the  Chair.  The  charm,  "which 
for  twenty-one  years  seemed  to  work  effectually  in  warding  off  all  storms 
from  the  days  for  the  Society's  meetings  proves  no  longer  opera- 
tive, in  May  last  the  rain  interfered  with  the  meeting  at  Newark,  and  on 
this  occasion  a  deep  fall  of  snow  j^evented  the  attendance  of  many  of 
the  members. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  Mr.  Hayes,  the  Record- 
ing Secretary. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary,  Mr.  Whitehead,  submitted  the  corres- 
pondence of  the  Society  since  May,  comprising  letters  from  Messrs.  Wm. 
H.  Camp,  Wm.  E.  Skinner,  Sam'lH.  Baldwin,  Oscar  Keen,  Arthur  Ward, 
D.  A.  Ryerson,  H.  N.  Beach,  Wm.  L.  Dayton,  F.  S.  Conover,  Charles 
Wehle,  Rev.  P.  A.  Studdiford  and  Rev.  Marshal  B.  Smith,  accepting 
Resident  Memberships  : — from  Mr.  John  H.  Hartshorne,  acknowledging 
his  election  as  a  Corresponding  Member,  and  forwarding  a  donation  to 
the  Treasury : — from  Messrs.  H.  N.  Beach,  Wm.  C.  Prime,  of  New  York. 
C.  C.  Haven,  John  A.  McAllister  and  Chas.  H.  Hart,  of  Philadelphia, 
Asher  Taylor,  of  New  York,  Geo.  C.  McWhorter,  of  Oswego,  E.  B.  O'Cal- 
laghan,  of  Albany,  and  U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior,  accompanying 
donations  for  the  Library :— from  the  Historical  Society  of  Chicago,  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  the  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of 
Philadelphia  and  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
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the  Society's  publications :— from  J.  L.  Butler,  St.  Louis,  announcing  the 
formation  of  a  Historical  Society  in  Missouri :— from  Mr.  John  Pening- 
ton,  of  Phila.,  Mr.  S.  M.  L.  Barlow,  of  New  York,  and  various  other 
gentlemen,  on  matters  relating  to  the  objects  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  ¥m.  C.  Prime's  letter  was  accompanied  by  an  old  deed,  dated 
Nov.  6th,  1708,  for  a  large  tract  of  land,  about  eighteen  miles  square, 
northwest  of  Elizabeth,  particularly  interesting,  from  its  giving  the 
sites  and  names  of  two  Indian  towns  and  the  names  by  which  other 
localities  in  that  quarter  were  then  designated ;  and  the  letters  of  Messrs. 
McAllister  and  Hart  transmitted  Photographic  copies  of  Silhouette  like- 
nesses of  Washington  and  Mrs.  Washington,  of  interest  from  their  un- 
doubted authenticity  and  correctness. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Alofsen,  reported  a  balance  of  Cash  in  the 
treasury  of  $572  39,  of  which  $96  85  belonged  to  the  Library  Fund. 

The  Librarian,  Mr.  Congar,  submitted  his  report  of  additions  received 
since  the  last  meeting,  comprising  many  of  value  from  the  different  His- 
torical Societies,  the  State  Of  New  Jersey,  the  United  States,  and  various 
individuals — the  total  number  of  bound  volumes  now  in  the  library 
being  about  3,500,  not  counting  those  composed  of  pamphlets,  the  num- 
ber of  which  could  not  be  correctly  stated. 

The  following  Report  was  presented  by  the  Executive  Committee  : 

'  The  Executive  Committee,  referring  to  the  Reports  of  the  Treasurer, 
Librarian  and  of  the  Publication  and  Library  Committees  for  details 
which  it  is  unnecessary  to  recapitulate,  would  simply  report  that  during 
the  year  past,  from  different  causes,— not  the  least,  being  the  befitting 
commemoration  of  the  Settlement  of  Newark  on  its  200th  anniversary 
in  May  last,  under  its  auspices,— the  Society  has  not  only  retained,  but 
has  added  to,  the  favorable  consideration  it  has  heretofore  secured  from 
all  interested  in  the  preservation  of  the  annals  of  the  State.  Those 
annals  are  justly  regarded  as  replete  with  events  of  great  moment  in  the 
history  of  the  Union,  with  instances  of  patriotism  and  enterprise  on  the 
part  of  its  citizens,  and  with  acts  of  individual  devotion  to  the  great 
principles  of  human  freedom  and  progress,  rendering  New  Jersey's  posi- 
tion among  her  sister  States,  one,  of  which  her  sons  may  be  proud, 
however  much  they  may  desire  her  to  attain  to  a  still  greater  pre- 
eminence. 

4  It  is  the  object  of  this  Society  to  take  care  that,  what  she  has  done 
and  is  now  doing,  should  not  be  forgotten,  and  we  deem  it  but  a  slight 
tribute  to  its  exertions   to  that  end,  that  Jerseymen   should   by  their 
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money  and  their  influence  aid  its  plans.  To  render  them  effectual  for 
the  en^ds  in  view  the  resources  of  the  Society  should  be  increased,  and 
in  the  absence  of  such  liberal  endowments  as  many  others  enjoy,  or  the 
annual  State  appropriations,  by  which  some  are  sustained,  an  appeal 
can  only  be  made  to  its  members  for  such  contributions  to  its  various 
funds  as  their  inclinations  may  prompt. 

"As  the  Society  has  no  funds  on  hand,  or  in  prospect  warranting  the 
erection  of  a  suitable  building  for  its  accommodation,  the  Committee 
would  suggest  the  propriety  of  leasing  or  selling  the  lot  in  the  City  of 
Newark  which  it  owns,  that  the  annual  rent,  or  the  interest  on  its  value, 
may  be  made  available  towards  meeting  the  urgent  needs  of  the  Society. 
The  growth  of  its  library,  and  increasing  usefulness  consequent  thereon, 
imperatively  demand  the  employment,  at  a  remunerative  salary,  of  a 
competent  Assistant  Librarian,  and  there  are  constant  calls  for  an  ex- 
penditure of  money  for  books  and  binding,  which  can  now  only  be  met 
by  liberal  subscriptions  from  individuals,  the  revenue  from  the  annual 
fees  of  the  members  being  small. 

"  With  the  view,  therefore,  of  increasing  the  revenue  of  the  Society, 
the  Committee  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Bcsolvcd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be  authorized  and  empowered  to 
make  such  disposition  of  the  lot  belonging  to  the  Society,  in  the  City  of  Newark, 
either  by  leasing  the  same  for  a  term  of  years  or  by  absolute  sale  thereof,  as  they 
may  deem  most  for  the  interest  of  the  Society ;  it  being  understood  that  the  rent 
realized,  should  it  be  leased,  shall  be  considered  part  of  the  Library  Fund,  and  that 
the  proceeds  arising  from  its  sale,  shall  be  invested  in  United  States,  or  other  satis- 
factory, Securities  and  the  interest  thereon  be  appropriated  to  the  same  Fund,  to  be 
expended  for  the  preservation,  improvement  and  extension  of  the  library." 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  that  a  Supplement  to  the 
Sixth  Volume  of  the  Society's  "  Collections "  had  been  printed,  and 
would  be  ready  for  distribution  to  subscribers  and  others  in  a  few  days. 
Its  publication  had  been  delayed  from  various  causes  beyond  the  control 
of  the  Committee,  but  which  have  tended  to  render  the  volume  more 
complete  than  it  would  have  been  otherwise.  It  contained  the  Com- 
memorative Proceedings  at  the  Bi-Centennial  Celebration  of  the  Settle- 
ment of  Newark  in  May  last,  with  a  Map  of  the  town  as  first  laid  out, 
and  Genealogical  Notices  of  the  early  settlers ;  making  a  volume  of  182 
pages.  While  its  subject-matter  rendered  it  a  distinct  work,  it  was  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  Sixth  Volume  of  the  "  Collections,"  con- 
taining the  "Town  Records  of  Newark,"  that  the  Committee  deemed  it 
advisable  to  issue  it  with  a  doublo  title  page,  that  it  might  enter  into 
the  series  as  a  "  Supplement  "  to  that  volume. 

The  Committee  also  reported  that  another  number  of  the  "  Proceed 
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ings  "  was  ready  to  be  issued,  concluding  the  10th  volume,  and  bringing 
the  record  of  the  current  transactions  of  the  Society  down  to  the 
present  time. 

A  corrected  list  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  as  directed  to  be  pub- 
lished by  a  resolution  adopted  in  January,  1865,  was  given  in  the  number 
from  an  official  report  of  the  Treasurer,  containing  only  the  names  of 
those  gentlemen  who  have  complied  with  the  terms  of  membership. 

The  committee  drew  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  publications 
of  the  Society  that  are  for  sale,  as  it  would  materially  increase  the 
resources  of  the  Society,  and  add  to  their  interest  in  its  proceedings  if 
members  would  supply  themselves  with  copies. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  submitted  their  report  as  follows  : 

"  That,  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Society  adopted  in  Jan- 
uary last,  they  secured  during  the  last  summer,  the  services  of  two  com- 
petent assistants  in  the  library  for  the  purpose  of  arranging  the  pamphlets, 
and,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  completing  the  catalogue. 

"  These  services  were  rendered  in  July,  August,  September  and  October, 
during  which  months  the  rooms  were  open  several  hours  of  every  week- 
day, affording  an  opportunity  for  those  engaged  in  historical  researches 
to  obtain  access  to  the  library  without  difficulty.  The  labor  performed 
resulted  as  follows :  All  the  pamphlets  in  the  possession  of  the  Society, 
several  thousand  in  number,  were  properly  arranged  and  classified,  and 
tied  up  in  volumes,  each  with  its  table  of  contents,  ready  for  binding,  and 
those  immediately  referring  to  New  Jersey  together  with  others  to 
which  reference  is  likely  to  be  more  frequently  made,  have  been,  or  arc 
now  being  bound.  The  catalogue  of  pamphlets  has  been  written  up,  and 
some  progress  made  in  perfecting  the  catalogue  of  books  ;  and  before  the 
next  annual  meeting  the  committee  hopes  to  be  able  to  report  the  com- 
pletion of  all  that  was  contemplated  by  the  resolution  of  the  Society. 
They  fear,  however,  that,  not  until  a  competent  and  permanent  assistant 
librarian  is  appointed  at  a  suitable  salary,  will  the  Library  attain  to  that 
condition  of  usefulness,  which  in  previous  reports  they  have  frequently 
shown  to  be  desirable.  The  manual  labor  required  and  the  time  which 
must  necessarily  be  devoted  to  it,  preclude  the  proper  performance  of 
the  duties  involved,  either  by  the  librarian  or  by  the  committee.  It  is  a 
mere  question  of  dollars  and  cents.  Whenever,  through  the  liberalitv 
of  the  members,  the  Library  Fund  shall  warrant  the  expense,  there  will 
be  nothing  in  the  way  of  giving  to  the  rooms  every  attention,  and  to 
those  who  frequent  them  every  facility  to  profit  by  the  historical  trea- 
sures they  contain. 

"  Through  the  liberality  of  some  of  the  members,  arrangements  have 
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been  made,  with  the  approval  of  the  committee  and  consent  of  the 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  whereby  during  the  winter  the 
rooms  will  be  heated  and  lighted  with  gas  for  weekly  receptions ;  at 
which  time  it  is  expected  that  topics  of  historical  or  literary  interest  will 
be  presented  and  discussed,  and  opportunities  be  offered  for  examining 
our  collections,  as  well  as  for  conversation  and  social  intercourse,  leading 
to  a  wider  dissemination  of  interest  in  the  Society  and  its  objects. 

"  The  report  of  the  Librarian  shows  the  additions  made  to  the  library 
since  the  last  meeting.  The  forming  of  the  pamphlets  into  volumes, 
with  the  additions  constantly  being  made,  will  soon  again  require  an 
extension  of  shelving,  some  of  the  departments  being  already  more  than 
full." 

The  nominating  committee  reported  several  gentlemen  for  member- 
ship, who  were  thereupon  duly  elected,  and  other  nominations  were 
received. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  Standing  Committees  for  1867. : 

On  Publications.  Richard  S.  Field,  "William  A.  Whitehead,  Henry  W. 
Green,  Samuel  H.  Pennington,  John  Hall. 

On  Statistics.  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  F.  "Wolcott  Jackson,  Samuel  M. 
Hamill,  S.  A.  Farrand,  E.  Mercer  Shreve. 

On  Nominations.  David  A.  Hayes,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  Ravaud  K. 
Rodgers. 

On  the  Library.  Walter  Rutherfurd,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  John  P.  Jack- 
son, with  the  Treasurer  and  officers  residing  in  Newark. 

Messrs  Hall,  Duryee  and  Shreve  were  appointed  a  committee  to  nom- 
inate officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  subsequently  reported  the  follow- 
ing who  were  duly  elected : 

President, 

James  Parker Perth  Ainboy. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Richard  S.  Field Princeton. 

Henry  W.  Green Trenton. 

John  Rutherfurd Newark. 

Corresponding  Secretary, 
Wm.  A.  Whitehead Newaj-k. 

Recording  Secretary, 
David  A.  Hates Newark. 

Treasurer. 
Solomon  Alofsen Jersey  City. 
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Librarian, 

Samuel  H.  Congar Newark 

Executive  Committee, 

Samuel  H.  Pennington Newark. 

Charles  S.  Olden : Princeton. 

Ravaud  K.  Rodgers Bound  Brook. 

N.  Norris  Halsted ...  Harrison, 

John  Hall  Trenton. 

C.  C.  Haven Trenton., 

Samuel  M.  Hamill Lawrencenille, 

Jomi  Clement Haddonjield. 

Wm.  B.  Kinney Morristown. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  for  dinner.  On  re-assembling  at  2£  P. 
M.,  the  Hon.  Henry  "W.  Green,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the 
chair. 


Mr,  Whitehead  read  a  letter  from  Hon.  Thos.  P.  Carpenter,  of  Cam- 
den, accompanying  a  sword  presented  to  General  James  Giles,  of  the 
Revolutionary  Army,  by  General  LaFayette,  forwarded  by  members  of 
his  family  to  be  deposited  with  the  Society.  Mr.  "W.  also  read  a 
biographical  notice  of  General  Giles,  by  the  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer,  which 
had  also  been  received  through  Mr.  Carpenter. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Hates,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  ordered  to  be 
returned  through  Judge  Carpenter,  for  the  interesting  relic  named,  and 
the  notice  of  General  Giles  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

Mr.  C.  C  Haven  made  a  statement  to  the  Society  of  the  progress 
made  by  the  New  Jersey  Monument  Association,  in  their  laudable  ob- 
ject, and  submitted  the  following  Preamble  and  Resolution,  which  were 
adopted  : 

"Whereas,  It  is  the  manifest  interest  of  Historical  Societies  to  give  their  aid  and 
sanction,  to  such  Monumental  Associations  as  tend  to  honor  the  virtues  and  per- 
petuate the  memories  of  such  illustrious  heroes  and  statesmen  as  have  been  bene- 
factors to  our  country,  and  have  given  luster  to  its  historic  fame,  and 

"Whereas,  The  New  Jersey  Monumental  Association,  duly  incorporated  by  the 
Legislature  of  this  State,  is  an  institution  of  this  sort  already  organized,  with  corpo- 
rators in  each  County  thereof,  under  the  management  of  a  duly  appointed  board 
of  officers,  aiming  at  the  erection  of  a  suitable  structure  to  commemorate  the  dis- 
tinguished men  of  the  State,  and  especially  to  secure  the  celebrity  of  all  the  battles 
fought  in  New  Jersey  by  the  Revolutionary  Army;  and  as  said  Corporation  have 
made  a  promising  beginning  for  their  undertaking  by  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the 
amount  of  five  thousand  dollars  at  least,  and  sites  offered  gratuitously  for  the  erection 
of  a  monument,  or  cenotaph,  on  the  camp-fire  grounds  attached  to  Trenton,  near  the 
Assunpink,  the  spot  most  suitable  to  commemorate  the  pivot  on  which  turned  the 
successful  issue  of  the  Revolutionary  struggle;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  society  cordially  appreciates  this  laudable  undertaking,  and 
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with  the  view  of  co-operating  in  its  success,  will  have  this  Preamble  and  Resolu- 
tion entered  on  its  minutes,  and  publish  the  same  in  its  Journal,  and  that  the  Ad- 
dress of  the  Association  be  preserved  in  its  Library,  with  the  map,  &c,  accompany- 
ing it. 

The  Society  then  listened  with  great  interest  to  an  address  by  Cort- 
land Parker,  Esq.,  of  Newark,  "  On  the  Military  Career  of  General 
Philip  Kearney,"  exhibiting  the  patriotism  and  ability  of  that  distin- 
guished soldier,  which  occupied  more  than  two  hours  in  its  delivery, 
riveting  .the  attention  of  the  Society  throughout.  On  concluding,  the 
thanks  of  the  Society  were  tendered  to  Mr.  Parker,  and  a  copy  of  his  ad- 
dress requested  to  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  Newark,  on  the  third  Thursday 
of  May  next. 


tmbm  dShrtelr. 

JANUARY  17th,  1867. 


RESIDENT  MEMBERS.  * 

Gustavus  N.  Abeel,  Newark. 

Horatio  N.  Fryatt,  Belleville. 

Robert  Gilchrist,  Jersey  City. 

Caldwell  K.  Hall,  Trenton. 

John  B.  Hervey,  Belleville. 

John  Budd  Meeker,  Newark. 

Robert  W.  Rutherfurd,  Newark. 

Stephen  G.  Sturges,  Newark. 

Henry  C.  Terhune,  Newark. 

Frederick  S.  Thomas,  Jr.,  Newark. 

Ralph  Voorhees,  Midcttebttsh,  Somerset  Co. 

Joseph  M.  Ward,  Newark. 

Charles  Young,  M,  D.,  Newark. 

Henry  E.  Young,  Newark. 

John  I.  YouDg,  Newark. 


LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY  JAN.  17,  1867. 


FROM  MR.  ASHER  TAYLOR. 

New  York,  May  29th,  18G6. 
Mr.  Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Corresponding  Secretary,  &c. : 

Dear  Sir  : — The  scrap  I  sent  you  some  time  ago*  on  the  corruption 

of  the  Aboriginal  name  of  Middletown,  was  a  passage  from  prefatory 

;-  remarks  in  my  Family  Genealogy,  and  was  only  intended  to  draw  your 


attention,  in  the  hope  of  eliciting  from  you  an  investigation  and  proper 
treatment  of  the  subject,  as  I  think  it  worthy  of  some  thought.  There 
is  a  correction,  I  think,  needed  in  it.  When  the  Dutchmen  heard  the 
Indian  name  of  the  land,  they  wrote  it  according  to  the  Dutch  sound 
of  the  letters,  Na-ve-sing — pronounced  Nau-ves-sing.  (I  prefer  the  JSau 
so  as  to  secure  the  accent  on  the  middle  syllable.) 

When  Mr.  Lookerman  and  his  party  gave  the  account  of  their  voyage,t 
they,  I  suppose,  wrote  it  in  English,  attempting  to  give  the  name  ac- 
cording to  the  English  sound  of  the  letters ;  and  got  it  New,  for  "  Nau," 
as  near  as  could  be  expected  from  parties  not  likely  to  be  very  sharp  set 
in  the  sounds  and  tones  of  the  letters.  On  all  the  first  maps,  I  believe, 
it  is  spelled  "  Na,"  and  in  that  only  instance,  anywhere,  New. 

Middletown  Point  has  broken  ground  in  restoring  the  aboriginal 
name  of  Mattewan.  I  wish  they  had  spelled  the  last  syllable  von, 
which  would  have  distinguished  it  from  the  half  a  dozen  other  Matte- 
wans  ;  and  if  Middletown  could  be  induced  to  resume  Nauvessing,  and 
Key  Port,  Cliivg-qua-ro-ra,  it  would  be  a  great  improvement  all  round. 
Respectfully, 

ASHER  TAYLOR. 


FROM  MR.  JOHN  PENINGTON. 

Phila.,  May  23d,  186G. 
My  Dear  Sir:     *     *     *    *     *     *     "The  origin   of   Navesink   is  a 
matter  in  which  I  took  great   interest   many  years  ago,  and  which  I 

*  See  Proceedings,  1st  Series,  Vol.  10,  p.  167. 
t  Society's  Collections  1, 177. 
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settled  in  my  mind  to  be  a  corruption  of  Neversink,  a  fishing  place — 
JVameri,  fish,  and  ink  or  unJo,  denoting  locality.  That  it  was  a  great 
place  of  resort  of  the  natives  for  fishing,  is  matter  of  both  history  and 
tradition. 

Very  truly  and  cordially, 

JNO.  PENINGTON, 
Mr.  Whitehead. 


FROM  Mr.  CHARLES  H.  HART. 

Philadelphia,  June  18th,  1867. 
Mr.  Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Newark,  K  J. 

My  Dear  Sir  : 

*■+         *         *         *         *        *         *         +        +        **         * 

I  ask  the  Society's  acceptance  of  the  enclosed  photograph  of  Washing- 
ton, from  an  original  profile  in  my  possession.  It  was  painted  by  a 
Frenchman  named  Vallu,  1795,  and  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  por- 
traits I  have  ever  seen.  Its  history,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  is  very  brief. 
About  ten  years  since  a  gentleman  purchased  at  a  book-store  in  New 
York,  an  old  volume,  in  which  on  turning  over  the  leaves  he  found  the 
picture  from  which  the  photograph  is  a  copy.  After  keeping  it  for  some 
years  he  presented  it  to  the  late  Major  Turner,  of  this  city,  who,  on  the 
solicitation  of  my  esteemed  friend,  James  P.  Smith,  Esq.,  the  eminent 
miniature  painter,  promised  it  to  me  a  short  time  before  his  death.  The 
mother  of  Mr.  Smith,  a  lady  of  over  90  years,  who  knew  Washington 
quite  well  during  his  Presidency,  considers  it  a  striking  likeness.  In 
this  connection  the  following  anecdote  may  be  of  interest  to  you.  I 
lately  procured  a  fine  copy  of  Savage's  picture  of  Washington,  (painted 
and  engraved  by  himself,)  and  wishing  to  hear  the  opinion  of  the  old 
lady  above-mentioned,  on  the  correctness  of  the  likeness,  I  got  her  son 
to  take  it,  together  with  a  very  fine  Stuart  I  have,  to  show  her,  which 
he  did,  first  exhibiting  the  Savage  picture,  which  she  said  was  good,  but 
not  noble  and  masculine  enough  looking  for  the  great  man.  He  then 
showed  her  the  Stuart,  which  is  accepted  by  all  I  believe  to  be  the  most 
perfect  delineation  of  Washington's  countenance,  on  seeing  which  she  rose 
from  her  chair  and  exclaimed  "That's  the  General  himself."  I  have 
nearly  three  hundred  portraits  of  Washington,  all  with  some  variation. 
The  accompanying  documents  may  also  be  of  some  use.  *  *  * 
I  am  with  much  esteem,  your  very  truly 

CHARLES  H.  HART, 

1819  Chestnut  street. 
2 
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FROM  Mr.  J.  A.  McALLISTER. 

Philadelphia,  June  2d,  1867. 
My  Dear  Sir:  Edward  Shippen,  Esq.,  of  this  city,  has  very  kindly 
permitted  photographs  to  be  made  from  the  Silhouettes  of  General  and 
Mrs.  Washington,  which  belonged  to  the  late  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bordley 
Gibson,  of  this  city— copies  of  which  are  enclosed.  A  fac  simile  of  Mrs. 
G.'s  certificate  accompanies  each  picture.  You  will  observe  that  the 
Silhouettes  were  presented  to  Mrs.  G.  by  Nellie  Curtis.  Miss  Mifflin,  of 
this  city,  informs  me  that  the  profiles  were  cut  by  Frestal,  who  after- 
wards became  tutor  for  young  LaFayette.         ***** 

■ 


Yours,  &c. 

jno.  a.  McAllister. 

Wm.  A.  "Whitehead,  Esq.,  Cor.  Sec.  Hist  Soc'y,  Newark,  N.  J. 


FROM  Mr.  WILLIAM  C.  PRIME. 

Journal  op  Commerce  Office, 
New  York,  June  28th,  1867. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  I  saved  some  old  parchments  from  destruction  the 
other  day.  Among  them  I  found  what  appeared  to  be  an  original  patent 
(dated  Nov.  6,  1708,)  for  a  tract  of  land  in  New  Jersey,  and  therefore  to 
possess  some  historical  value.  Rather  than  bury  it  in  my  private  col- 
lection I  thought  it  best  to  send  it  to  you,  and  ask  you,  if  it  seems  of  any 
importance,  to  deposit  it  in  the  archives  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society,  or  such  other  place  as  you,  who  are  especially  interested  in  New 
Jersey  history,  may  think  proper  for  it. 

Truly  yours, 

W.  C.  PRIME. 

W.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq. 


%*  The  tract  conveyed  in  the  deed  transmitted  by  Mr.  Prime,  is  said  in 
the  instrument  to  be  "  called  by  the  Indians  Markseta  Eohunge,  lying 
and  being  On  the  north  west  side  of  Elizabeth-towne,  beginning  at  a 
white  oak  tree  and  runn  of  water  called  Hapakonoessy  where  the  same 
comes  out  of  the  mountaine,  the  said  tree  being  about  six  miles  to  the 
Northwest  of  a  place  known  amongst  the  christians  by  the  name  of  the 
Pitt,  about  eight  miles  to  the  southwest  of  an  Indian  towne  called 
Watomcuk,  and  about  thirty-three  miles  from  Elizabeth  town,  the  said 
tree   being  marked  with  an  F;  from  thence  towards  another  Indian 
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towne  called  peacock,  South  Southwest  nineteene  miles,  thence  due  east 
seventeen  miles,  from  thence  due  North  eighteene  miles  through  the 
great  swamp  pissaick  and  Weypenunk  river  and  along  the  east  side  of 
said  Weypenunk  river,  and  from  thence  about  fourteene  miles  due  West 
to  the  above-mentioned  white  oak  tree  marked  with  F  as  is  aforesaid 
the  place  where  it  first  begun.  Together  with  all  woods,  &c." 
The  grantees  are — 

Richard  Townly. .  / 1.28th.      Wm.  Urquhart 2.28ths 

Mary  Beckley 4.28ths.    Jacob  Reed 2.28ths. 

Peter  Fautonnier 3.28ths.    Ebenezer  Willson 2.28ths. 

Wm.  Bonnell 2.28ths.    Lancaster  Symes 2.28ths. 

Wm.  Niebee 2.28ths.     Conningsby  Norbury 2.28ths. 

Anthony  Badgely 2.28ths.    Philip  Rokeby 2.28ths- 

Wm.  Creed 2.28ths. 


FROM  HON.  THOMAS  P.  CARPENTER, 

TRANSMITTING  THE   SWORD   OP  GENERAL  GILES. 

Camden,  January  15th,  1867. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  send  herewith  an  interesting  relic  for  deposit  with  the 
Historical  Society.  It  is  a  sword  formerly  belonging  to  General  James 
Giles,  late  of  Bridgeton,  in  this  State,  to  whom  it  was  presented  by  Gen- 
eral LaFayettc.  General  Giles,  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  then  an 
artillery  officer,  served  with  great  honour  to  himself  and  usefulness  to 
the  cause,  at  one  period  being  under  the  immediate  command  of  General 
LaFayette.    The  sword  bears  this  inscription : 

"Presented  by  the  Marquiss  LaFayette, 
Major-General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 

TO 

James  Giles,  Lieut,  in  the  2d  or  New  York 
Reg't  of  Artillery,  Sept.  9,  1780." 

This  sword  on  the  death  of  General  Giles,  fell  to  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Hampton,  and  on  her  death,  not  long  since,  to  her  niece,  Mrs.  Nancy  R. 
Kennard,(wife  of  Rev.  J.  Spencer  Kennard,)  whose  agent  I  am  in  trans- 
mitting it  to  the  Society.  She  desires  to  place  it  in  their  custody,  as  well 
in  accordance  with  her  own  inclinations,  as  the  wishes  of  Mrs.  Hampton, 
desirous  that  the  sword  may  still  serve  to  identify  the  memory  of  Gen. 
Giles  with  New  Jersey,  where  he  so  long  lived,  and  where  he  died. 

I  send  with  the  sword  a  memorandum  of  General  Giles,  which  seems 
to  have  been  written  while  on  a  visit  to  meet  his  old  commander.  Also 
a  letter  of  Mr.  Barber,  of  Elizabeth,  to  General  Giles,  dated  Sept.  3,  1824, 


!li 
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in  relation  to  a  reception  intended  to  be  given  to  Gen.  La  Fayette,  then 
expected  to  visit  or  to  pass  through  New  Jersey.  They  possess  common 
interest  in  connection  with  this  sword.  . 

Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer  has  kindly  furnished  an  interesting  notice  of 
General  Giles,  which  I  send,  and  which  will  be  particularly  acceptable 

at  this  time. 

Yours  truly, 

T.  P.  CARPENTER. 
William  A.  Whitehead,  Esq.,  Sec'y  N.  J.  Hist.  Society. 

Extracts  from  the  memorandum  and  letter  alluded  to  by  Judge  Car- 
gj  penter: 

"  In  September  last  I  went  to  N.  Y.  for  'e  purpose  of  meeting  General 
L.  F.,  as  I  had  served  under  his  particular  command.  He  was  very  glad 
to  see  me,  and  expressed  himself  highly  gratified  when  I  showed  him  'c 
sword  he  had  presented  to  me  in  'e  time  of  'e  Revolution,  and  in  his  af- 
fectionate way  thanked  me  for  my  remembrance  of  him  in  'e  preservation 
of  his  gift.  I  accompanied  him  thro'  'e  State,  and  did  not  leave  him 
until  two  or  three  days  after  his  arrival  in  Philadelphia." 


FROM    GEORGE  C.  BARBER  TO  GENERAL  GILES. 

Elizabeth  Town,  September  3d,  1824. 

***  *  *  *  *  *  ****•-!« 

Dear  Sir  :  I  fear  lest  the  Society*  may  have  committed  an  error,  un- 
intentionally, in  selecting  this  committee  to  arrange  the  meeting .  with 
the  Marquis  {except  one).  We  know  little  of  their  movements.  We 
understand  that  on  Wednesday  following  their  arrival  in  New. York, 
General  D.  and  Judge  P.  waited  upon  him,  the  latter  as  committee  from 
the  town  of  Newark.  After  their  return  General  Dayton  mentioned  that 
the  Society  were  to  join  with  the  citizens  of  Newark  in  doing  him 
honor,  and  that  as  a  Society  we  were  to  meet  him  there,  but  no  time  was 
fixed.  As  he  would  in  that  respect  be  a  guest  of  Newark  and  the  Socie- 
ty secondary,  his  time  would  be  almost  wholly  engrossed  with  their  ar- 
rangements. This  project  met  the  decided  disapprobation  of  the  mem- 
bers here,  and  General  D.,  acknowledging  its  impropriety,  gave  out  that 
he  had  written  to  the  Marquis  to  know  if  it  would  suit  his  convenience 
to  pass  one  day  at  Elizabeth  and  one  at  Newark.  We  do  not  learn 
that  any  definite  arrangement  has  been  made  in  regard  to  time  or  place 

*  Society  of  the  Cincinnati. 


mmm 
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The  Committee  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Newark  arrangement, 
their  business  is  to  consult  the  wishes  of  the  Society, — its  object  was  to 
have  a  free  and  social  meeting  with  him,  as  little  interrupted  by  other 
arrangements  as  possible,  at  such  place  as  would  be  most  convenient  to 
the  members  generally.  Knowing  the  anxious  wish  of  the  old  members 
to  meet  their  long  absent  friend  and  companion  in  arms,  we  were  the 
more  surprised  that  Newark  should  be  fixed  upon,  as  the  meeting  would 
only  be  partial  and  the  main  object  defeated. 

From  conversations  with  several  of  the  members  here,  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  plan  of  meeting  is  immaterial  to  them,  provided  the  object  can 
be  attained. 

I  presume  that  no  arrangements  have  as  yet  been  made  by  the  com- 
mittee, as  I  have  heard  of  none ;  and  I  now  despair  of  a  meeting.  If  he 
is  to  be  at  Philadelphia  on  the  14th  the  committee  will  have  to  arrange 
time  and  place  after  his  return  to  New  York,  say  on  the  6th.  The  Sec- 
retary is  then  informed  and  sends  notices  to  the  members  on  the  7th,  it 
will  then  require  7  days  at  least  for  the  members  to  receive  notice  and 
convene.  It  would  have  been  as  easy  for  our  committee  to  have  fixed  a 
day  with  the  Marquis  as  the  Cincinnati  of  New  York. 

I  should  regret  extremely  that  anything  should  transpire  to  prevent  a 
full  meeting,  and  particularly  the  attendance  of  his  brothers  in  arms,  the 
interest  in  the  scene  would  be  greatly  lessened,  and  equally  disappoint 
the  Marquis.  His  visit  to  this  country  was  principally  to  meet  his  old 
friends  and  companions,  and  whenever  the  meeting  may  be  fixed,  I  hope 
that  an  extraordinary  exertion  will  be  made  by  the  old  officers  to  attend, 
of  which  as  early  a  notice  as  possible  will  be  given,  if  I  am  to  do  the 
service.      *      *      *      * 

Yours,  most  sincerely, 

GEORGE  C.  BARBER. 

General  Giles. 


FROM  HON.  L.  Q.  C.  ELMER. 

Bridgeton,  January  14th,  1867. 
Dear  Sir  :  I  take  great  pleasure  in  complying  with  your  request  to 
give  you  some  account  of  Gen.  James  Giles,  who  was  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  this  place  nearly  half  a  century.  He  was  born  in  New  York  in 
the  year  1759.  His  parents  were  from  England,  and  do  not  appear  to 
have  had  any  relatives  in  this  country.  "While  he  was  still  an  infant, 
his  father  went  to  the  mother  country,  to  be  ordained  as  a  Minister  of 
the  Episcopal  church.     On  his  return,  the  vessel  in  which  he  came  was 
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wrecked  in  a  violent  snow  storm  at  the  entrance  of  Delaware  Bay,  and 
•  he  perished.     His  body  was  said  to  have  been  buried  in  an  old  grave- 
yard at  New  England  Town,  in  Cape  May  county,  now  nearly  or  quite 
washed  away  ;  but  his  son  was  never  able  to  identify  the  place. 

In  the  year  1771  young  Giles  entered  upon  the  study  of  the  law  with 
Benjamin  Helme  in  the  city  of  New  York.    In  March,  1776,  he  was  ap- 
pointed a  Lieutenant  in  the  2d  or  New  York  Regiment  of  Artillery, 
continued  in  service  until  1782,  and  during  some  part  of  the  time  was 
Adjutant  of  the  Regiment.    In  1780  he  was  attached  to  the  command  of 
La  Fayette,  and  served  under  that  distinguished  friend  of  America  in 
Virginia.     It  was  at  this  time  that  he  received  the  sword  now  in  your 
possession,  the  General  having  recently  returned  from  France  and  bring- 
in  v  with  him  a  large  supply  of  equipments  for  his  destitute  officers  and 
soldiers.    The  inscription  now  upon  it  was  no  doubt  placed  there  by  order 
of  General  Giles  in  1824,  when  he  had  it  handsomely  re-mounted,  and 
wore  it  upon  the  occasion  of  La  Fayette's  reception  by  the  Society  of 
Cincinnati  of  New  Jersey.     The  title  of  Marquis,  although  commonly 
used  by  the  American  officers  and  people,  had  been  relinquished  by  the 
General  and  was  not  used  by  himself.    It  was  said  at  the  time  that  he 
received  Gen.  Giles  with  great  cordiality  and  perfectly  remembered  him. 
In  1782  Giles  became  an  indentured  clerk,  according  to  the  usage  of 
that  day,  to  Joseph  Bloomfield,  then  residing  at  Trenton,  afterwards 
Attorney-General  and  Governor  of  the  State,  and  during  the  war  with 
Great  Britain  a  General  in  the  army.     He  raised  a  company  at  Bridge-- 
ton,  where  he  resided  in  1776,  of  whichhe  was  the  Captain,  and  became 
a  Major.     Giles  was  licensed  as  an  Attorney  in  this  State  in  September, 
1783.     The  next  year  he  married  Gen.  Bloomfield's  sister,  Hannah,  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Moses  Bloomfield,  of  "Woodbridge.     In  the  early  part 
of  1784  he  was  licensed  as  a  lawyer  in  the  courts  of  New  York,  and 
appears  to  have  resided  and  practised  in  that  city  several  years  after 
his  marriage.     He  came  with  his  family  to  Bridgeton  in  1788,  and  in 
November,  1789  was  appointed  by  the  Legislature  in  joint  meeting  clerk 
of  the  county.     Having  been   twice  re-appointed,  he  held   the  office 
fifteen  years.     During  this  time,  and  for  a  few  years  afterwards,  he  had 
quite  a  large,  and  for  that  clay  quite  a  lucrative,  practice  as  an  attorney. 
In  1793  he  built  and  commenced  to  occupy  the  house  on  Broad  street 
now  owned  by  Rev.  Dr.  Jones,  in  which  he  resided  until  his  death,  in 
1825.     For  many  years,  this  house  with  its  grounds,   furniture  and 
appointments,  was  much  the  finest  residence  in  the  place.     He  was  this 
year  commissioned  Brigadier  General   of  the  Cumberland  Brigade  of 
Militia,  the  late   Judge   White,  then  a   resident  of  this  place,  about 
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eleven  years  younger  than  the  General,  being  at  the  head  of  his  staff  as 
Brigade  Major.  In  1805  he  resigned  his  commission  as  General,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  junior  officer  being  appointed  Major  General  of  the 
Division.  This  was  the  result  of  a  change  in  politics,  the  federal  party 
to  which  Giles  belonged  having  become  a  hopeless  minority. 

Mrs.  Giles  was  a  lady  of  very  considerable  personal  attractions,  very 
intelligent  and  active,  and  highly  esteemed  for,her  consistent  and  decided 
Christian  character  as  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  She  died 
in  1823,  at  the  age  of  61. 

They  had  eight  children,  of  whom  one  was  a  son,  who  died  in  infancy, 
three  daughters  died  in  childhood,  and  one,  a  twin  sister  of  Mrs.  Inskeep, 
died  at  the  age  of  23.  The  oldest  daughter  (Maria)  married  Abraham 
Inskeep,  of  the  firm  of  Bradford  and  Inskeep,  Booksellers  in  Philadelphia, 
and  afterwards  in  New  York.  They  removed  many  years  ago  to  New 
Orleans,  where  she  died,  in  1864.  Several  daughters,  who  inherited 
much  of  the  beauty  of  their  mother,  married  gentlemen  of  wealth  and 
position  in  that  city.  One  of  them  is  the  wife  of  Col.  Nixon,  late  of  the 
Confederate  army.  Their  descendants  are  the  only  representatives  of 
the  family.  Frances  Helm  married  Dr.  Isaac  H.  Hampton,  and  was  the 
mother  of  the  late  Hon.  James  G.  Hampton,  who  represented  this 
district  four  years  in  Congress.  She  died  recently.  The  youngest 
daughter,  Nancy  Bloomfield,  a  few  days  younger  than  myself,  married 
Charles  Read,  Cashier  of  Cumberland  Bank,  and  died  in  1838,  without 
issue. 

Gen.  Giles  was  a  well  read  lawyer  and  safe  counselor,  although  it 
cannot  be  said  that  he  was  distinguished  as  an  advocate.  Upon  the 
establishment  of  Cumberland  Bank,  in  1817,  he  was  elected  the  first 
President,  and  after  that  time  did  not  so  much  business  as  a  lawyer. 
He  was  remarkably  neat  and  precise  as  a  clerk  and  attorney,  never 
failing  to  file  his  pleadings  in  due  time,  and  never  neglecting  his 
business.  His  personal  appearance,  although  he  was  rather  below  the 
medium  size,  was  very. attractive.  He  was  kind  and  genial  in  disposi- 
tion, very  courteous  to  his  brethren  at  the  bar,  and  especially  to  the 
junior  members  of  the  profession;  at  the  circuits,  the  life  of  the  com- 
pany. During  the  latter  years  of  his  life,  it  was  his  great  relaxation 
and  delight  to  attend  the  courts  four  times  a  year  at  Cape  May,  where 
lie  always  went  several  days  in  advanee  of  the  term,  and  was  «reatlv 
relied  on  for  counsel  by  the  people  of  that  country. 

It  appears  by  a  letter  from  the  late  Hon.  Daniel  Elmer,  to  his  uncle 
in  1805,  shortly  after  he  had  finished  his  clerkship  in  the  General's 
office,  that  he  had  some  expectations  of  being  appointed  Justice  of  the 
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to  three. 


Supreme  Court.  He  says:  "Mr.  Giles  is  spoken  of  by  both  parties 
(privately)  for  the  appointment  of  fourth  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court." 
The  result  was  that  a  law  was  passed  reducing  the  number  of  Justices 


Truly  yours, 

L.  Q.  C.  ELMER. 

Hon.  T.  P.  Carpenter. 


ANNOUNCED  JANUARY'ITth,  1867. 

From  S.  Ah/sen— John  Russell  partlet.  The  Literature  of  the  Rebel- 
lion. (Edition  of  250  copies  in  8vo.,  and  60  in  4  to.)  8  vo.  paper- 
18GG. 

Charles  J.  Stilles.  History  of  the  United  States  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion.    8  vo.;  cloth.     1866. 

Aug.  C.  Hamlin.     Martyria;  or  Andersonville  Prison.     12  vo.,  cloth. 

1866. 

F.  B.  Carpenter.  Six  months  at  the  White  House  with  Abr.  Lin- 
coln.    12  vo.,  cloth.     1866. 

Professor  Joel  Parker.  Two  Lectures  on  Revolution  and  Recon- 
struction.    8  vo.,  paper.     1866. 

(Richard  Grant  White.)  Tne  New  Gospel  of  Peace,  according  to 
St.  Benjamin.    4th  and  last  Book.  (Satire.)     13  vo.,  paper.     1866. 

The  United  States  Service  Magazine  for  the  6  months,  ending  June 
30th,  1866,  or  six  monthly  numbers,  comprising  the  5th  volume  of 
this  periodical,  the  puplication  of  which  being  now  discontinued. 

Added  to  these  loose  numbers  are  five  black  muslin  covers,  for  the 
binding  of  the  volumes.     8  vo.,  paper.     1866. 
R.  |H.  Stoddard.    PAbraham  Lincoln,   an  Horatian   Ode.      8  vo., 
paper.     1865. 

From  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society, 
1864-1865. 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society 
at  the  Annual  Meeting,  Oct.  20,  and  at  the  Special  Meeting,  Nov.  15 
1866. 
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From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Proceedings  of  tlie  Society, 
Vol.  X,  18G6,   No.  75. 

Catalogue  of  the  American  Philosophical  Society  Library.  Part 
II.     Class  V. 

From  the  Chicago  Historical  Society— Intramural  interments  in  popu- 
lous cities,  and  their  influence  upon  health  and  epidemics.  By  John 
H.  Rauch,  M.  D.,  Chicago,  1866. 

Seventh  and  Eighth  Annual  Statements  of  the  Trade  and  Commerce 
of  Chicago.  Reported  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  by  J.  F.  Beaty,  Secretary. 

From  the  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical  Society — The  New 
England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register  and  Antiquarian  Jour- 
nal, July  and  October,  1866. 

An  Address  delivered  before  the  New  England  Historic  and 
Genealogical  Society  at  the  annual  meeting,  Jan.  2,  1867,  by  John  A. 
Andrew,  L.L.D.,  President  of  the  Society,  with  the  Proceedings  at 
said  meeting. 

From  the  Ioica  Historical  Society— Annals  of  Iowa.     July,  1866. 

From  the  Department  of  the  Interior— Journal  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  Senate  and  House  Miscellanies,  Reports  of  Commit- 
tees, Executive  Documents,  &c.  1st  Session  38th  Congress,  with  3  vols. 
8th  Census,  Coast  Survey,  Smithsonian  Report,  and  Vol.  10th  Commer- 
cial Relations.    85  volumes. 

From  the  State  of  New  Jersey — Laws,  Journal  of  the  Senate,  Minutes  of 
the  90th  General  Assembly,  and  Documents  of  the  Session  of  1866, 
with  Journal  and  Minutes  of  the  Extra  Session,  convened  Sept.  11th, 
1866. 

From  the  Hon,  Wm.  Wright— The  Congressional  Globe ;  containing  de- 
bates, &c,  2d  session  28th  Congress,  also  of  the  Special  Session  of  the 
Senate.    Navy  Register  of  the  U.  S.  for  the  year  1865  and  1866. 

Report  of  Department  of  Agriculture  for  1863,  with  Reports  on 
Cotton,  Malt  Liquors.  Petroleum,  Distilled  Spirits,  Medicines,  Perfu- 
mery, &c,  as  sources  of  National  Revenue. 

From  the  Wilmington  Institute — Annual  Report,  April,  1866. 

From  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association — Annual  Report,  1866. 

From  Harvard  College — Annual  Report  of  the  President  and  Treasurer  of 
Harvard  College.  1865-66 

Catalogue  of  Harvard  University,  I860. 

From  the  Essex  Institute— Historical  Collections  of  the  Institute,  Oct., 
Dec,  1865. 
3 
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From  Hon.  J.  II   Bartlet— Records  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 

Providence  Plantations  in  New  England.    Vol.  X.     1784  to  1792. 
From  the  Authors  -The  Moral  and  Intellectual  Influences  of  Libraries 
upon  Social  Progress.  An  address  delivered  before  the  New  York  His- 
torical Society  on  its  21st  Anniversary,  Nov.  21,  1865,  by  Frederick 
■\.  De  Peyster,  President  of  the  Society. 

J  Memoir  of  Hon.  Reuel  Williams,  prepared  for  the  Maine  Historical 

.  jj  Society.    By  John  A.  Poor. 

An  address  delivered  at  the  erection  of  a  Monumental  Stone  in  the 
walls  of  Fort  Popham,  Aug.  29, 1862,  commemorative  of  the  Planting 
of  the  Popham  Colony  on  the  Peninsular  of  Sabine,  Aug.  19,  O.  S. 
1607,  establishing  the  title  of  England  to  the  Continent.    By  John 
hi  A  Poor. 

3  No  restriction  on  Railway  Transit.    Argument  of  John  A.  Poor  be- 

fore   the    Joint    Standing    Committee    on    Railroads,     Ways    and 
Bridges;  delivered  in  the  Senate  Chamber  of  Maine,  Feb.  14th,  18C5. 
A  preliminary   Genealogy   of  the  Wynkoop  Family.   By  Richard 
Wynkoop,  of  the  City  of  New  York,  1866. 

A  Sermon  delivered  in  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  of  Pompton,  N. 
J.,  at  its  Semi-Centennial  Anniversary,  June  18th,  I860.  By  Rev.  John 
Jansen,  Pastor. 

Historical  Narrative  of  the  Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  from 
1776  to  1866.  Read  by  Dr.  Wm.  Pierson,  at  the  Centennial  Celebra- 
tion, January  24th,  1866,  at  New  Brunswick,  N.  J. 

Remarks  on  the  early  Paper  Currency  of  Massachusetts  ;  read  before 
the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  April  25th,  1866.  By  Nathaniel 
Paine. 

Annals  of  the  City  of  Trenton,  with  Random  Remarks  and  Historic 
Reminiscences.    By  C.  C.  Haven. 
Thirty  Days  in  New  Jersey,  Ninety  Years  Ago.     By  C.  C.  Haven. 
A  Photographed  Genealogical  Chart  on  a  New  Plan.     Framed  and 
Glazed.     Large  size.     By  Asher  Taylor,  of  New  York — with  small 
duplicate  of  the  same. 
From  Charles  K  Hart,  Esq.,  of  Philadelp7iia—B]aii'k  form  of  Articles  of 
Agreement,  to  be  signed  by  the  officers  and  men  of  a  Privateer — such 
as  were  used  during  the  Revolution. 

Autograph  order  on  the  Treasurer  of  New  Jersey,  from  Governor 
Bloomfiekl,  dated  March  10,  1809,  for  the  payment  of  $89  62,  out  of 
the  Militia  Fund  of  the  State. 

Broadside— Containing  Brigade  Orders   from    Brig.   Gen.    Joseph 
Bloomfiekl,  for  the  mustering  and  exercising  the  Militia  of  the  Coun- 
ties of  Burl  ington  and  Gloucester.     Aug.  1,  1796. 
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The  Three  Days'  Battle  of  Chattanooga,  23d,  24th  and  25th  Nov. , 
1863.    An  Unofficial  Dispatch  from  Gen.  Meigs  to  the  Hon.  E.  M. 
Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  -with  a  Map. 
From  8.  R.  Haines,  Esq. — Common  Sense,  Junior;  A  Political  Pcem. 
Calculated  for  the  Meridian  of  the  Sentiments  of  the  People  of  the 
States  of  New  York,  Vermont,  New  Jersey,  Virginia,  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee;    but  will  answer  for   any  other  of   the  United  States, 
without  any  sensible  variation.    By  a  Citizen  of  the  State  of  Ne\% 
York.     1799.     An  Oration  delivered  in  Roxbury,  N.  J.,  on  the  4th 
July,  1807,  by  John  D.  Gardner,  Esq. — and  An  Oration  delivered  at 
Pittstown,  N.  Y.,  4th  July,  by  Rev.  L.  Covell — in  1  vol.,  bound. 
From   W.  A.   Whitehead— The  Lost  Principle;  or  the  Sectional  Equi- 
librium.   How  it  was  Created.     How  Destroyed.     How  it  may  be 
Restored.     By  "  Barbarossa."    Richmond.     1860. 

The  Newark  Daily  Advertiser  for  the  years  1846,  '47,  '48,  '50,  '51, 

'52,  '53,  '54,  '55,  '56,  '59,  '61,  '62,  '63,  '64  and  '65.     16  years. 

From  Edward  Shippen — Biographical  Sketches  of  the  Bordley  Family, 

of  Maryland,  for  their  Descendants.      By  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bordley 

Gibson.    Edited  by  her  niece,  Elizabeth  Mifflin.     1865. 

From  Dr.  I.  P.   Trimble — Legislat.ve  Documents.       Session   of   1866. 

New  Jersey. 
From  John  R.  Burnet — The  47th  Annual  Report  and  Documents  of  the 
New  York  Institution  for  the  Instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 
1865. 
From  F.  II.  Dames — Addresses  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  National  Industry.     1819. 
From  Henry  JSr.  Beach — A  Journal  of   the  Life,  Gospel  Labours  and 
Christian  Experience  of  that  faithful  Minister*  of  Jesus  Christ,  John 
Woolman. 
From  Charles  N.  Buclc—A.  Meteorological  Account  of  the  Weather  in 
Philadelphia,  from  January   1,  1790,  to   January  1,   1847  ;  with  an 
Appendix,   containing  a  variety  of   Interesting    Information.      By 
Charles  Pierce. 
From  George  C.  Mc  Whorter— Thoughts  on  Popular  Lectures,  by  Geo.  H. 
McWhorter,  MS.,  with  a  Three  Pound  New  Jersey  Note,  No.  375,  of 
Nov.  20th,  1757. 
From  Samuel  L.   31.   Barlow,  Esq.— Notes  on  Columbus.     New  York. 

Privately  Printed.     1866.     One  of  Ninety-nine  Copies. 
From  John  A.  Poor— Memorial  of  the  European  and  North  American 
Railway  Company  of  Maine,  to  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  for 
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State  Aid,  January  15th,  1866,  with  accompanying  Documents,  and 
Report  on  Defences  of  the  North-eastern  Frontier.  38th  Congress. 

Responsibilities  of  the  Founders  of  Republics ;  an  Address  on  the 
Peninsula  of  Sabino,  on  the  258th  Anniversary  of  the  Planting  of 
the  Popham  Colony,  Aug.  29th,  1855.     By  Hon.  James  W.  Patterson. 

From  Major  J.  T.  Calhoun,  Assistant  Surgeon  U.  S.  A.,  commanding. 
Hospital  Bulletin  "Ward"  U.  S.  A.  General  Hospital,  Newark,  K  J., 
June  15th  to  Aug.  30th,  1865,  with  a  Photographed  Rear  View  of  the 
Hospital. 

Fi'om  F.  A.  Wood — New  York  Supreme  Court.  Richard  Wood  and 
George  S.  Wood,  against  Daniel  D.  Comstock.  Case  on  Appeal  from 
Judgment,  entered  at  Special  Term,  or  Report  of  Referees.     1853. 

From  the  Publishers—"  The  Princeton  Standard,"  "  The  Somerset  Mes- 
senger," and  "  The  Weekly  State  Gazette." 
About  100  bound  volumes  have  been  added  to  the  Library  during  the 

year,   making  the  total  number  about  3,500.     The  pamphlets  having 

been  arranged  into  volumes,  will   so  be  reported  hereafter  as  bound. 

At  present  the  precise  number  that  they  will  make  cannot  be  given. 


if- 
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gepri  0f  tin  %xmmx. 

To  the  President  of  the  Neio  Jersey  Historical  Sosktij  : 

January  1,  1867. 
The  balance  of  cash  on  hand,  Jan.  I,  1866,  was §345  72 

The  total  receipts  for  1866,  have  been— 
From  Life  Members 3300  00 

"      Initiation  Fees 75  00 

"      Annual  Dues  ig2  00 

557  00 

"      Donations 30  CO 

"      Interest 80  93 

110  93 

"      Sales  of  the  Society's  Publications 157  49 

"      Subscribers  to  the  Library  Fund 305  00 

1,190  42 

CarrieduP $1,190  42      $346  71 
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Accounts  brought  up $1,190  42      $346  71 

The  total  disbursements  for  1866,  have  been— 

For  Rent  for  Library  Rooms 300  90 

"  Clerk  hire   .   '. 99  00 

399  00 

„    Expenses  (regular)  $128  91 ;    expenses  for 

200th  Anniversary,  $47  69 200  GO 

44  Books,  $15 ;  Binding,,  $59  28 ;  Librarian,  $5.    79  28 

"  Printing  Supplement,  Vol.  6th  Collections, 

on  account 32  00 

"  Printing  No.  2  of  Vol.  10,  Proceedings 247  86 

279  86 

964  74 

Excess  of  receipts  over  disbursements  in  1866 225  G8 

Balance  of  cash  on  hand,  January  1, 1866 $572  39 

Of  this  balance,  $96  85  belongs  to  the  Library  Fund,  and  $47b'  54  to  the 
General  Fund. 

The  invested  funds  of  the  Society  are- 
One  lot  of  ground  on  West  Park  st,  Newark,  valued  on  the 

books  of  the  Society $3,500  00 

Two  U.  S.  5  percent,  bonds  of  $500  each 1,000  00 

4,500  00 

The  publications  of  the  Society  on  hand  and  for  sale,  valued  at  cost. . .    1,253  98 

Total  valuation  of  the  assets  of  the  Society,  exclusive  of  the  Library, 

and  the  cash  on  hand $5,753  98 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  ALOFSEN, 
Treas'r  N.  Jersey  Eist.  Soc'y. 


• 


Newark,  May  IMh,  1867.    . 

In  accordance  with  their  By-Laws,  the  Society  met  this  day,  in  their 

rooms  at  12  o'clock,  M.    The  Hon.  James  Parker,  President,  occupied 

the  Chair,  assisted  by  the  Hon.  Richard  S.  Field  and  John  Ruther- 

furd,  Esq.,  Vice-Presidents. 

- 
- 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  Sir.  D.  A.  Hayes^ 

Recording  Secretary,  and  approved. 


i 


Mr.  Whitehead,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  made  a  verbal  report 
of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  correspondence  since  January,  and  sub- 
mitted  letters  received  from  Messrs.  Robert  Gilchrist,  Gustavus  N.  Abeeb 
Henry  C.  Terhune,  Henry  Young,  Joseph  M.  "Ward,  John  I.  Young, 
James  B.  Hervey,  Charles  Young  and  H.  N.  Fryatt,  acknowledging  their 
election  as  resident  members ;  from  the  Library  Co.  of  Phil  a.,  and  F. 
Jordan,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  Pennsylvania,  desiring  the  publications  of  the 
Society  ;  from  the  Librarian  of  Congress,  forwarding  donations,  from  "W# 
W.  H.  Davis,  of  Doylestown,  Pa.,  asking  for  information  of  "  Cocka- 
hamey,"  said,  in  1714,  to  have  been  a  place  in  New  Jersey;  from  Depart- 
ment of  Interior,  accompanying  Public  Documents;  from  C.  H.  Hart,  of 
Phila.,  transmitting  an  original  MS.  call  for  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
31anagers  of  New  Jersey  Bible  Society  in  1810,  bearing  the  signatures  of 
Governor  Bloomfield,  Judge  Kirkpatrick,  and  others  ;  from  H.  N.  Beach, 
of  Orange,  and  United  States  Sanitary  Commission,  with  donations  for 
the  library ;  from  the  Historical  Societies  of  Connecticut,  Chicago, 
Maine,  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  New  Haven  and  "Wis- " 
consin  ;  the  Regents  of  the  New  York  University,  New  England  Historic 
and  Genealogical  Society,  Essex  (Mass.,)  Institute,  Numismatic  and 
Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia,  American  Antiquarian  Society  and 
Smithsonian  Institution,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Society's 
recent  publications;  from  various  individuals,  referring  to  the  Society's 
business  matters;  from  Professor  Guyot,  accepting  the  invitation  of  the 
Executive  Committee  to  address  the  Society  on  the  Geology  of  New 
Jersey ;  and  from  Mr.  J.  Bertrand  Payne,  of  England,"  in  response  to 
some  inquiries  relating  to  Governor  Philip  Carteret. 

In  reference  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Payne,  Mr.  W.  said,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hatfield,  in  the  preparation  of  his  History  of  Elizabeth,  had  been  led  to 
doubt  the  correctness  of  the  heretofore  generally  accredited  statement 
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that  Philip  Carteret,  the  first  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  was  a  brother  of 
Sir  George,  one  of  the  original  grantees.     He  (Mr.  W.)  had  therefore 
written  to  Mr.  J.  Bertrand  Payne,  the  author  of  a  work  relating  to  the 
genealogies  of  families  identified  with  the  island  of  Jersey,  for  more 
definite  information,  and  his  answer  shows  very  clearly  that  the  Gov- 
ernor was  the  fourth  cousin  of  Sir  George,  they  being  descended  from  a 
common  ancestor,  who  died  a3  far  back  as  1500.     On  another  point,  of 
which  Dr.  Hatfield's  researches  had  cast  some  doubt.  Mr.  Payne  was  not 
able  to  throw  any  light — evidently  having  no  information  beyond  what 
has  been  accessible  to  all  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic — that  point  was 
the  legitimacy  or  illegitimacy  of  James  Carteret,  a  son  of  Sir  George, 
who  was  in  New  Jersey,  and  occasioned  considerable  disturbance  in  the 
Government  in  1672. 

Dr.  Douglas,  in  his  Summary,  published  in  1760,  who  is  thought  to 
have  been  the  first  to  use  any  terms  reflecting  injuriously  upon  the  charac- 
ter or  birth  of  James  Carteret,  styles  him  the  "  dissolute  son  of  Sir  George," 
•and  Chalmers  in  his  Political  Annals,  published  in  1779,  although  he  only 
quotes  Douglas,  applies  to  him  the  term  "  illegitimate,"  and  no  one,  since 
the  appearance  of  that  work,  (in  consequence  of  the  author's  presumed 
acquaintance  with  other  original  authorities  to  which  he  had  access,) 
has  questioned  its  correctness.  Dr.  Hatfield,  however,  has  been  induced, 
from  various  circumstances,  to  identify  the  intruder  into  New  Jersey 
with  Captain  James  Carteret,  the  legitimate  son  of  Sir  George.  The 
question  was  one  of  interest,  as  the  view  taken  by  Dr.  Hatfield  afforded  a 
more  reudy  solution  of  the  difficulties  connected  with  the  fact,  thai 
James  Carteret  was  permitted  by  the  people  of  the  Province  to  exercise 
an  influence  in  their  affairs,  which  a  relationship  so  questionable  as  that 
asserted,  would  scarcely  have  sanctioned  if  known., 

Mr.  W.  also  read  an  answer  he  had  prepared  explanatory  of  some 
documents  communicated  by  Mr.  George  H.  Moore,  Librarian  of  the 
New  York  Historical  Society,  to  the  Historical  Magazine,  erroneously 
thought  by  Mr.  Moore  to  indicate  an  acquiescence,  on  the  part  of  Gov- 
ernor Carteret,  in  the  assumption  by  New  York  of  a  full  title  to  Staten 
Island,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

Dr  Pennington,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  reported  the 
resignation  of  Solomon  Alofsen,  Esq.,  as  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  and 
submitted  a  statement  of  his  accounts,  which,  as  requested  by  Mr. 
Alofsen,  was  referred  to  an  Auditing  Committee,  consisting  of  3Iessr?. 
J.  P.  Jackson,  David  A.  Hayes  and  Martin  R  Dennis,  for  examination. 
The  balance  of  cash  in  the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  May,  being  $390  75. 
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Mr.  Samuel  H.  Congap.,  Librarian,  presented  his  report  of  the  dona- 
tions to  the  Library  since  the  January  meeting,  amounting  to  9G  bound 
volumes  and  several  hundred  pamphlets.  Especial  mention  being  made 
of  a  number  of  the  latter,  received  from  John  Rutherfurd,  Esq.,  referring 
to  New  Jersey,  that  were  very  rare. 


Mr.  Walter  Rutherfurd,  submitted  the  following  report  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Library  : 

11  The  Committee  on  the  Library  would  respectfully  report  that,  since 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  further  progress  has  been  made  in 
binding  a  portion  of  the  pamphlets  and  serial  publications;  and  a  re- 
arrangement of  some  of  the  books  effected,  calling  for  the  erection  of 
additional  shelving.  This  re-arrangement  was  rendered  necessary  by 
the  increase  of  volumes  in  certain  departments  beyond  the  capacity  of 
the  shelves  allotted  to  them,  and  will  add  both  to  the  appearance  of  the 
rooms  and  to  the  convenience  of  those  frequenting  them. 

11  In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Society,  the  books  received 
from  Solomon  Alofsen,  Esq.,  have  all  been  stamped  as  his  gifts,  and  the 
numerous  pamphlets  received  from  him  will  soon  be  arranged  and 
bound,  when  the  whole  collection  will  have  allotted  to  it  a  special  posi- 
tion befitting  its  importance. 

"An  arrangement  has  been  made,  whereby  the  services  of  an  Assistant 
Librarian  have  been  secured  until  autumn,  and  the  room  will  conse- 
quently be  open  for  some  months  six  hours  each  week  day  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Society  and  strangers  properly  introduced.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  arrangement  will  not  only  conduce  to  the  convenience  of  all  his- 
torical inquirers,  as  it  undoubtedly  will,  but  be  sustained  by  liberal 
subscriptions  to  the  Library  Fund  from  the  members  generally,  for  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  for  some  years  the  entire  expense  of  rent 
and  other  incidentals  connected  with  the  library  has  been  borne  by  only 
a  few  of  the  members,  and  has  not  been  a  charge  upon  the  general  funds 
of  the  Society. 

u  Some  progress  has  been  made  in  perfecting  the  Catalogue  of  the 
Books  and  Pamphlets.  When  completed,  the  manuscripts  and  miscel- 
laneous collections  will  receive  attention,  and  be  likewise  catalogued. 

"  At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society  the  Committee  were  authorized 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  selling  or  leasing  the  lot  of 
ground  belonging  to  the  Society  in  West  Park  street,  which  having  been 
done,  they  report  that  they  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  sell  the  property 
before  another  effort  is  made  to  erect  thereon  a  fire-proof  building  for 
the  occupancy  of  the  Society ;  and  as  a  willingness  has  been  manifested 
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by  some  gentlemen  to  contribute  liberally  to  a  fund  for  the  purpose,  the 
Committee  hope  that  the  project  may  receive  the  attention  it  merits 
from  all  interested  in  the  Society's  success.  As  no  opportunity  has  been 
afforded  for  leasing  the  lot  on  favorable  terms,  it  remains  unoccupied, 
awaiting  the  further  action  of  the  Society." 

A  number  of  gentlemen,  whose  names  were  reported  on  favorably  by 
the  Committee  on  Nominations,  were  elected  members,  and  other  nomina- 
tions received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Whitehead,  seconded  by  Col.  Swords 
with  appropriate  remarks  upon  the  valuable  services  of  the  retiring 
Treasurer,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  on  accepting  the  resignation  of  Solomon  Alofsen,  Esq.,  as  Treas- 
urer, the  members  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  cannot  but  express  their 
high  appreciation  of  the  efficient  manner  in  which  his  gratuitous  services  have  been 
rendered  for  more  than  seven  years,  and  the  obligations  they  are  under  for  the  gen- 
erous contributions  which  at  different  times  he  has  made  to  their  funds. 

Resolved,  That  the  Recording  Secretary  transmit  to  Mr.  Alofsen  a  copy  of  the 
foregoing  resolution. 


Mr.  C.  C.  Haven  offered  the  following  resolution,  which,  after  some 
remarks  by  him,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers  and  Rev.  Mr.  Hamill,  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  provide  and  keep  in  the  Library  an 
Album,  of  Quarto  size,  for  the  reception  and  preservation  of  such  photographs 
lithographs,  or  other  likenesses  of  the  officers  and  members  of  this  Society,  or 
other  distinguished  individuals,  as  well  as  views  and  plans  0/  battles,  relics  or 
other  curiosities,  painted,  engraved  or  photographed,  as  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Society  and  approved  by  the  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hates,  the  Society  then  proceeded  to  the  election 
of  a  Treasurer  by  ballot.  Col.  Robert  S.  Swords,  of  Newark,  being 
nominated,  and  no  other  gentleman  being  named,  balloting  was  dis- 
pensed with,  and  Col.  Swords  was  unanimously  elected  Treasurer  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Alofsen. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  "W.  A.  Whitehead, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Publications  be  authorized,  when  in  their  judg* 
ment  the  condition  of  the  finances  may  warrant  it,  to  have  the  third  volume  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Society  reprinted,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  they  may  deem 
advisable. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hayes,  it  wss 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  and  directed  to  invest  on  interest  the 
sums  received  as  fees  from  Life  Members,  and  keep  the  same  invested,  subject  to 
the  disposition  of  the  Society. 
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Rev.  Dr.  Rodgeks  presented  for  the  Cabinet  of  the  Society  a  Bond  of 
the  recent  so-called  Confederate  States  for  $1000. 

From  John  Rtjtherfurd,  Esq,,  was  received  a  number  of  valuable 
manuscripts,  among  them  being  the  following : 

1715— April  17th  to  June  10th — Manuscript  Journal  of  .  .  .  .  Reading 
while  surveying  lands  in  the  Northern  Part  of  the  State. 

1741— April  28th  to  May  6th— Manuscript  Journal  of  a  Party  survey- 
ing lands  on  the  Wallkill,  the  Drowned  Lands,  &c,  in  the  North-western 
part  of  the  province. 

1766—"  The  Claims  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Newark,  in 
virtue  of  the  Indian  Purchase,  made  by  the  first  settlers  of  Newark  in 
1667,  stated  and  Considered."    Only  known  before  to  exist  in  manuscript. 

1755-1756— Package  of  letters  and  papers  connected  with  the  Quarter- 
Master's  Department  in  the  Niagara  Expedition. 

1755-1756— Package  of  miscellaneous  papers  referring  to  the  North, 
ern  Boundary  controversy  with  New  York. 

1747_8 — Manuscript  copy  of  the  Act  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey 
for  running  and  ascertaining  the  line  of  partition  between  New  York 
and  New  Jersey. 

1753 — Petition  of  the  Council  and  Proprietors  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
asking  to  be  heard  against  a  recommendation  for  the  repeal  of  the  Act 
of  1747-8.     18  pages,  foolscap. 

1775 — February  13th— Manuscript  copy  of  the  Memorial  to  the  King 
from  the  Provincial  House  of  Assembly. 

1776— June  22d— Manuscript  copy  of  the  Instructions  to  the  New 
Jersey  Delegates  to  the  Continental  Congress. 

1792— Schedule  of  Votes  cast  in  the  County  of   Sussex,  in  October, 
1792,  for  Representatives  in  Congress,  Council  and  Assembly,  and  Sheriff- 
and  Coroners.     (19  candidates  for  Congress.)     Jonathan  Dayton,  Abra- 
ham Clark,  Elias  Boudinot,  John  Linn  and  L.  Cadwallader  appear  to 
have  been  elected. 

1717— March  14th— Brief  Journal  of  Mr.  Alexander,  May  17th,  whi]e 
engaged  in  making  surveys  in  Cape  May  County  and  the  Northern 
Frontier. 

Also,  several  original  articles  and  letters,  written  by  Walter  Ruther- 
furd,  as  follows : 

April,  1765— An  article  on  Paper  Currency. 

1783— May  16th— Letter  signed  "  Mercator,"  on  the  "Benefits  of  a 
Foreign  Trade  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey." 
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1783 — May  17th — A  second  letter  on  the  same  subject,  with  a  post- 
script in  the  handwriting  of  James  Parker,  of  Perth  Amboy. 

1786 — May — "  State  of  the  United  American  States,"  presenting  a 
very  discouraging  view  of  them  under  the  "  Confederation." 

17 (Uncertain) — On  the  conduct  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution, 

proposing  to  make  New  Jersey  a  central  point,  around  which  should  be 
gathered  the  conservative  elements  in  the  colonies,  looking  to  the  restor- 
ation of  "  the  old  forms." 

1788 — September — Letter  on  the  course  of  France  towards  America. 

1788 — Article  on  Paper  Money. 

1738— A  Letter  on  the  grievances  and  condition  of  the  Colonies,  lead- 
ing to  the  Revolution. 

1786 — August — "Notes  on  the  State  of  New  Jersey,"  giving  an  ex- 
tended account  of  the  State  in  reference  to  the  character  of  its  popula- 
tion, its  productions,  manufactures,  &c.  (13  closely  written  foolscap 
pages.) 

1838 — Reprint  of  the  "Report  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Contro- 
versy with  the  State  of  New  York  respecting  the  Eastern  Boundary  of 
of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  October  30th,  1807." 

Hon.  R.  S.  Field  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  C.  C.  Haven  having  presented  to  the  Society  a  copy  of  his 
researches  into  the  events  antecedent  and  subsequent  to  the  battles  in  the  vicinity 
of  Trenton,  entitled  '•  Thirty  Days  in  New  Jersey,  Ninety  Years  Ago,"  the  thanks 
of  the  Society  are  due  to  him  therefor,  and  for  his  valuable  labors  in  illustrating 
such  an  interesting  period  in  the  history  of  New  Jersey  and  of  the  Revolutionary 
war. 

Judge  Field  preceded  the  presentation  with  some  appropriate  com- 
plimentary remarks,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Haven  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Hamill,  when  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

From  Mr.  Arnold  Shaw  was  received  an  interesting  statistical  docu- 
ment, showing,  among  other  items,  that  the  number  of  Steam  Engines  em- 
ployed in  the  various  manufacturing  establishments  in  Newark  in  1856 
was  103. 

Mr.  Duryee  stated  that  thirty  years  since  not  one  Steam  Engine  was 
run  in  Newark,  and  it  was  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Society  to 
note  the  progress  of  the  different  branches  of  manufactures  at  different 
periods,  especially  the  increase  in  the  number  of  engines,  whose  work- 
ings, like  the  pulsations  of  the  heart  in  the  human  body,  carried  life  and 
activity  into  every  quarter  of  the  city.  It  was  understood  that  there 
were  now  over  600  engines  in  operation.     On  his  motion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Arnold  Shaw  be  requested  to  furnish  the  Society  with  such 


; 
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statistical  information  as  he  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  obtain,  relating  to  the 
progress  and  present  condition  of  the  different  branches  of  manufactures  in  Newark. 

Mr.  Whitehead  read  some  extracts  from  two  papers  sent  to  tlie  "  Sons 
of  Liberty,"  in  February,  1766,  deprecating  any  interference  by  them  with 
the  action  of  the  lawyers  in  declining  to  transact  any  business  while  the 
Stamp  Act  was  in  force.  The  papers  were  in  the  handwriting  of  Cort- 
landt  Skinner,  then  Attorney  General  of  the  Province. 


Mr.  Alexander  Nicholls  presented  the  cane  of  the  Rev.  .Alexander 
MacWhorter,  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  from  1759  to  1807; 
a  fitting  accompaniment  to  the  Doctor's  study-chair,  which  has  been  for 
some  time  in  the  possession  of  the  Society. 

A  recess  was  then  taken  to  allow  the  members  to  partake  of  a  collation 
served  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  Society;  after  which  remarks  were 


made  by  Messrs.  Field,  Kinney,  Haven,  Halsted,  Swords,  J.  P.  Jackson, 
N.  Perry,  Jr.,  Duryee,  and  others,  and  a  subscription  commenced  towards 
a  fund  for  the  erection  of  a  Fire-proof  building  on  the  Society's  lot  on 


- 

chair. 


West  Park  street,  Newark. 


At  half-past  3  P.  M.  the  Society  re- assembled,  Judge  Field  in  the 


Mr.  Walter  Rutherfurd,  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Alexander  N.  Dougherty, 
presented  to  the  Society  several  interesting  manuscripts  bearing  the 
autographs  of  George  Wyeth,  John  Marshall,  Thomas  Jefferson,  Patrick 
Henry,  and  other  distinguished  Virginians,  which  had  been  rescued  by 
him  from  destruction  after  the  battle  of  Malvern  Hill. 

Col.  Robt.  S.  Swords  made  some  remarks  upon  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  documents  were  obtained,  their  value  as  relics  of  the 
past,  and  the  propriety  of  considering  them  as  held  in  trust  for  whoever 
might  show  a  rightful  claim  to  them — and  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted : 

Jicsolvcd,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due,  and  are  hereby  given,  to  Dr. 
Alexander  N.  Dougherty,  for  the  interesting  autographs  placed  at  their  disposal, 
and  that  they  be  considered  as  intrusted  to  the  Society  for  safe  keeping,  subject  to 
the  demand  of  any  more  rightful  claimant. 

The  Chairman  then  introduced  Prof.  A.  Gutot,  of  Princeton,  who  de- 
livered an  extemporaneous  address  upon  the  "  Geological  History  of  New 
Jersey"  as  part  of  the  North  American  Continent,  which  for  nearly  two 
hours  held  the  unbroken  attention  of  a  large  and  appreciating  audience. 
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On  closing,  tlie  thanks  of  the  Society,  on  motion  of  the  Hon.  Wir.  B. 
Kenney,  were  returned  to  Professor  Guyot  for  his  profound  and  highly 
interesting  lecture,  and  the  Society  adjourned. 

In  the  evening  the  rooms  of  the  Society  were  thrown  open  to  the 
members  and  their  invited  guests,  and  were  filled  by  a  large  assemblage 
of  ladies  anc^  gentlemen,  who,  to  a  late  hour,  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of 
social  intercourse  ;  the  accumulated  records  of  the  past,  which  surround- 
ed them,  casting  no  shadows  across  the  bright  and  joyous  present. 


gtffttnt  Itonta. 
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Thomas  S.  Alexander,  Newark 
Benjamin  Aycrigg,  Passaic. 
Martin  R.  Dennis,  Newark. 
John  A.  Gifford,  Newark. 
Daniel  E.  Hervey,  Belleville. 
Samuel  Keen,  Newark 
John  H.  Meeker,  Newark 
Frank  W.  Potter,  Newark 
Martin  John  Ryerson,  Bloomingdale. 
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Richard  F.  Stevens,  Trenton. 
Robert  F.  Stockton,  Trenton. 
Stockton  Stokes,  Trenton. 
Darius  Wells,  Paterson. 
Win.  H.  Webster,  Belleville. 
James  W.  Woodruff,  Elizabeth. 
Edward  H.  Wright,  Newark 


Si 
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LETTER  FROM  J.  BERTRAND  PAYNE,  ESQ.,  OF  ENGLAND. 


CONSERVATIVE  CLTJB,  St.  JAMES',  LONDON,  [ 

March  19th,  1867.  ( 
Dear  Sir  :— With  much  pleasure  I  recollect  your  courteous  letter  and 
my  reply ;  and  it  gives  me  considerable  satisfaction  to  be  of  service  to 
your  learned  Society.  I  have  caused,  on  the  other  side,  to  be  copied 
my  notes  on  Governor  Philip  Carteret,  and  I  have  given  a  short  genea- 
logical table  to  shew  the  exact  relationship  (that  of  4th  cousin)  between 
him  and  Sir  George  Carteret.  Philip  De  Carteret,  the  second  son  of 
Elias,  and  brother  of  Sir  George,  d.  in  1665,  leaving  a  son  who  settled 
in  England,  and  whose  descendants  have  long  been  extinct  in  the  male 
line.  The  brother  of  Governor  Carteret,  Charles,  married  the  heiress  of 
the  Manor  of  St.  Trinity,  in  that  parish,  in  Jersey,  whose  eldest  descend- 
ant, but  in  the  female  line,  is  the  Count  A.  H.  J.  de  St.  George,  a  resi- 
dent and  native  of  Switzerland,  and  Seigneur  of  S.  Trinity  in  Jersey. 
James,  the  second  son  of  Sir  George,  was  a  Captain  in  His  Britannic 
Majesty's  Royal  Navy,  and  he  died,  it  is  believed,  unmarried.*  Nothing 
is  known  of  the  other  James  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  except  the  fact  of 
his  beiDg  an  illegitimate  son  of  Sir  George,  and  one  who  played  a  some- 
what conspicuous  part  in  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey.  It  is  not  known 
whether  his  mother  was  a  Jersey  or  a  Guernsey-woman,  or  whether  she 
was  an  attache  of  the  Court  of  Charles  II. 

Speaking  of  Charles  II,  it  may  interest  your  Society  to  know  that  I 
possess  the  original  Coronation  picture  of  that  monarch,  which  was 
given  by  the  King  to  Colonel  Payne,  his  companion  from  the  fatal  field 
of  Worcester. 


*  If  thin  was  the  James  Carteret  that  visited  the  Province  in  1672,  as  suggested 
on  page  2;3,  he  was  married,  as  on  the  last  mention  made  of  him  so  far  as  is  known 
(N.  Y.  Col.  Docts.,  vol.  Ill,  p.  200)  he  was  on  his  way  from  New  Jersey  to  Virginia 
or  South  Carolina  in  1G73,  having  "  his  wife"  in  company. 
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I  shall  be  happy  at  all  times  to  place  my  best  services  at  your  com- 
mand, and  I  am,  dear  sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  faithful  servant, 

J.  BERTRAND  PAYNE, 

M.  R.  I,  F.  R.  S.  and  F.  R.  G.  S. 
Capt,  commanding  the  4th  Mx  Artillery. 
W.  A.  Whitehead,  Esquire,  etc.,  etc. 

Mr.  Payne's  notes  on  Governor  Carteret  are  omitted,  as  they  give  no 
new  information,  excepting  the  following  brief  exhibit  of  his  pedigree : 

Pedigree,  shewing  the  cororEcrrioir  between  Sir  Geo.  Caeteret,  Babt,  and  Governor 

P.  Carteret, 


Philip  De  Carteret,  Seigneur  of  S  Ouen,  Jersey,  d.  1500. 


I  1  I 

Philip  De  Carteret,  ob.  Jut.      Edward,  Seigneur  of  S.  Ouen.      Richard,  Seigneur  of  the  Manor 

1  ofVlncheles.  . 

I  I 
Heller  De  Carteret,  Seigneur  of  S.  Ouen.  Francis  De  Carteret,  second  son. 

II  I 
Sir  Philip  De  Carteret,  Kt.  Seig.  of  St.  Ouen.  Peter  De  Carteret,  second  son.  Jurat  of  the 

Royal  Court  of  Jersey. 
I!  I 

Elias  De  Carteret,  2nd  Son,  Helier  De  Carteret,  Attorney-General  of  Jer 


11 

Sir  George  Carteret,  Bart,  co-grantec  of  Philip  De  Carteret,  Seigneur  of  the  Manor  of 

New  Jersey.  La  Houguc,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Peter,  Jer- 


STATEN  ISLAND  AND  THE  NEW  JERSEY  BOUNDARY. 

[From  the  Historical  Magazine  for  October,  1866.] 

The  accompanying  papers  appear  to  have  escaped  the  attention  of 
all  the  writers  who  have  so  ably  discussed  the  title  of  Staten  Island 
in  connection  with  the  New  Jersey  Boundary.  They  seem  me  to 
possess  interest  enough  to  deserve  a  place  in  the  Magazine.  They 
show  conclusively  to  whom  Governor  Carteret  himself,  and  his  widow 
after  him,  thought  proper  to  look  for  title  to  lands  on  Staten  Island, 
and  within  whose  "cognizance  and  jurisdiction"  they  understood  them 
to  lie. 

It  would  be  gratifying  to  know  what  was  the  result  of  the  "Tryall  " 

in  New  Jersey,  and  the  letter  to  "  Governor  Rudiard,"  in  August,  1684. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  correspondents  can  find  the  records  in  New  Jersey. 

I. — Governor  Carteret  to  Commander  Brockholls. 

[N.  Y.  Col.  MSS.,  xxx.  112,1 

Elizabeth  Towne  8th  August  1682. 
Worthy  Sir, 
After  sallutations  prmised  you  may  please  to  take  notis  that  About 


sey,  m.  1638,  d.  1668. 


- 


igt 
sey,  and  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  b.  1639, 
d.  1683,3.  p.  Elizabeth,  d.  of  Richard  Smith, 
and  widow  of  William  Lawrence. 


! 
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the  space  of  fiftcene  yeares  Last  past  I  was  by  Gouern'  Nicholls  putt 
into  possession  of  A  certaine  psell  of  meadow  Land  Lying  within  Staton 
Island  oner  Against  the  poynt  called  the  Gouerno19  poynt  the  which  pos- 
session I  peaceably  enjoyed  allso  Dureing  the  tyme  of  Gouernor  Louelis 
And  Gouernor  Andross  tyme  without  Disturbance  in  word  or  Act  saue 
onely  that  About  two  yeares  Last  past  John  Tunyson  of  Staton  Island 
Layd  claime  to  my  s'1  Meadow  Land  by  vertue  of  A  Dutch  pattent  where 
ypon  I  made  Applycation  :  And  by  Gouernr  Andross  Appoyntment  had 
an  Ordor  ynder  the  hand  of  Capt.  Dyer  for  the  continuance  of  my 
wrightfull  possession  vpon  which  the  sd  Tunyson  Did  forbeare  makeing 
Any  further  Claime  so  that  I  haue  had  A  continued  possession  Dureing 
all  the  tyme  of  the  Aforementioned  three  Gouernors  which  hath  beene 
Aboue  fifteene  yeares  and  I  well  hope  that  now  In  your  tyme  I  shall  nott 
be  wrested  out  of  that  which  I  haue  so  long  possessed  And  now  so  it  is 
that  A  few  dayes  since  I  Apoynted  foure  or  fiue  men  to  cutt  me  Downe 
some  Grasse  in  my  sd  Meadow  and  the  Afores'1  John  Tunyson  without 
my  priuitye  hath  taken  or  caused  to  be  taken  Away  from  the  sd  Meadow 
all  that  I  had  so  cutt  And  ypon  enquiry  After  his  Authoritye  for  his  so 
doing  I  am  informed  that  he  pretends  an  order  from  you  to  take  or  car- 
ry Away  all  that  I  ether  haue  or  shall  cutt  Downe  or  other  wayes  to 
burne  the  same  ypon  the  Ground  And  being  of  oppinyon  that  you  haue 
Graunted  the  sd  Tunyson  no  such  ordor  (as  he  prtends  too)  therefore 
my  request  is  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  Afforde  me  the  benyfltt  of 
your  Ordor  for  the  Continueance  of  my  possession :  as  allso  your  Ordor 
to  the  sd  Tunyson  commanding  him  and  all  others  to  Dissist  from  fur- 
ther prossecuting  theire  force  ypon  me  to  the  end  that  I  may  speedely 
gett  the  remander  of  my  Grasse  Cutt  and  peaceably  bring  Away  the 
same  Leaueing  the  prmisses  to  your  Consideration  I  hope  to  receiue  by 
this  Bearer  An  Accomp  of  yourr  good  pleasure  here  in  with  incourriage- 
ment  to  cutt  the  remayneing  pt  of  my  grasse  with  hearty  thankes  for 
your  Last  yissitt  I  remayne  ssir 

Your  most  humble  Seruant 
[Address]  .  Ph.  Carteret 

To  Capt  Anthony  Brockholls  Esq  Commander 
in  Cheiffe  ouer  all  his  Royall  Highns  his 
Territories  in  America 

these  prsents 

New  York. 
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II. —Petition  of  Governor  Carteret's  Widow  of  Goveenor 

Dongan. 
[N.  Y.  Col.  MSS.,  xxxi.  164.] 

To  the  Right  Honb,e  Coll  TnoMAS  Dongan  Goverr  Genu  under 
his  Royu  High"*  of  all  his  Territorys  in  America. 

The  humble  Peticon  of  Elizabeth  the  Widdow  &  Relict  of 
Phillip  Carteret  Esq  late  Governour  of  the  Province  of 
East  New  Jersey. 

Humbly  Shcweth, 

That  the  Peticoner3  husband  had  liberty  granted  him  by  Coll 
Richard  Nicolls  the  first  Governo1"  for  his  Roy"  High"*  in  these  parts,  to 
cutt  hay  for  his  convenience  off  a  piece  of  Land,  commonly  called  Gov- 
ern1" Carterets  Point,  which  priviledge  like  wise  in  the  succeeding  Gov- 
ernment of  Coll :  Francis  Lovelace,  about  the  latter  end  of  whose  time, 
your  peticoners  husband  had  a  Graunt  from  the  said  Governour  of  a 
Pattent  for  the  said  Meadow  ground,  &  a  Survey  thereof  was  returned 
into  the  Secretaryes  Office  in  Order  thereunto,  but  the  surprisall  of  these 
parts  by  the  Dutch  hindered  itts  Effects. 

That  in  the  time  of  Sr  Edm  Andross  when  the  English  Government 
was  restored,  hee  had  the  like  priviledge  as  before  of  mowiug  the  hay 


off  the  aforerecited  Meadow,  &  some  disturbance  therein  happening 
after  his  departure,  Capt.  Anthony  Brockholes  as  Depy  Governr  granted 
an  Order,  dated  Aug9t  12  1682,  for  his  quiet  possession  of  the  same, 
Notwithstanding  the  which  your  petitioner  since  the  Decease  of  her 
said  husband,  hath  nott  only  been  molested  by  one  John  Tunissen  an 
Inhabitant  of  Staten  Island,  pretending  title  to  the  said  land,  but  having 
by  her  servants  taken  off  some  hay  from  the  said  Meadow  ground,  hath 
been  arrested  for  a  Trespasse  in  the  Provice  of  East  New  Jersey,  where 
on  wcdnsday  next  (if  not  pvented  by  your  honr )  a  Tryali  for  the  same 
will  bee :  Shee  therefore  humbly  prayes. 

That  your  hon  will  be  pleased  to  putt  some  stopp  to  the 
said  proceedings  in  New  Jersey,  the  Trespasse  (if  any)  being 
Committed  in  this  Government,  so  wholly  out  of  the  cognizance 
&  Jurisdiccon  of  any  other  Courts,  &  only  tryable  here,  where 
your  petitioner  shall  alwayes  bee  ready  to  answer  any  thing 
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allea«-ed  ag8t  her  on  the  behalf  aforesaid,  and  try  her  title  to 

the  said  Meadow  ground  when  legally  brought  thereunto. 
And  as  in  Duty  bound  shee  shall  ever  pray  &c. 
(Endorsed) 

The  Petition  read  the  Govern1"  ordered 

a  letter  to  be  sent  to  Govern1"  Rudiard 

on  ye  27th  of  August.  [1684] 
In  the  Land  Papers  (New  York  Secretary's  office)  Vol.  I.  209,  Decem- 
ber 24,  1680,  there  is  a  description  of  a  survey  of  a  neck  of  land,  con- 
taining 116  acres,  situated  on  the  northwest  side  of  Staten  Island,  and 
known  by  the  name-  of  Black  Poynt,  laid  out  for  John  Tunisson,  by 
Philip  Welles,  Surveyor— together  with  a  draught.  Calendar  of  Land 
Papers:  23. 

Another  recognition  of  the  fact  that  Staten  Island  was  held  and  taken 
to  be  a  part  of  New  Tork  may  be  found  in  the  Instructions  of  the 
Council  of  Proprietors,  November  llth-19Ml,  1695,  to  Thomas  Gordon, 
their  Agent  to  England.  In  answering  objections  to  their  demand  of 
quitrents,  he  was  directed  to  "  Let  it  then  be  Considered  under  what 
"  quitrent  Statin  Island  Long  Island  &  the  Bulk  of  the  Lands  in  York 
i;  Governm'  were  Setled  by  the  same  Coll.  Nicols  after  the  date  of  the 
"  Eliz.  patent.  It  will  be  found  to  amount  to  the  -Jd  per  acre  demanded 
"  by  the  prop7"8."  MSS.  K  Y.  Eist.  Soc.—N.  Y.  and  N.  J.  Boundary 
Papers. —  Vol  I.    These  instructions  were  signed  by  Andrew  Hamilton, 

Daniel ,  George  Willocks,   John  Barclay,  Thomas  Boell,  John 

Reid,  and  Thomas  Warne.  G.  H.  M. 

New  York:  Sept.  1,  1866. 

LETTER  TO  GEORGE  H.  MOORE,  ESQ., 

LIBRARIAN   OF  THE   NEW   YORK   HISTORICAL   SOCIETY. 

Newark,  N.  J.,  Nov.  10th,  1866. 

Dear  Sir:— The  documents  made  pubb'c  by  you  in  the  October  num- 
ber of  the  Historical  Magazine,  relating  to  Staten  Island,  have  attracted 
my  attention,  and  you  will  pardon  me,  I  trust,  if  I  endeavour  to  remove 
a  false  impression  they  appear  to  have  made  upon  your  mind. 

The  point  which  you  seem  to  think  established  by  them  is  the  recog- 
nition by  Governor  Carteret  and  his  wife,  of  the  title  of  New  York  to 
Staten  Island,  both  in  1667  and  1682  ;  whereas  they  merely  recognize 
the  fact,  that  the  island,  to  use  a  phrase  employed  by  Mrs.  Carteret  was 
within  "  the  cognizance  and  jurisdiction  "  of  New  York.  It  by  no 
means  follows  that,  because  the  island  was  then,  as  it  continued  to  be 
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without  doubt,  in  the  possession  and  under  the  control  of  the  officiate 
of  that  Province,  that  it  was  so  rightfully.    Their  rightful  jurisdiction 
is  the  true  point  at  issue,  and  as  bearing  thereon  I  conceive  the  docu 
ments  referred  to  have  little  weight. 

And  first  let  me  draw  your  attention  to  the  state  of  things  when  this 
permission,  "  to  cutt  him  Downe  some  Grasse "  on  a  meadow  on  the 
island,  was  craved  by  the  Governor  and  granted  by  Nicolls. 

You  are  well  aware  that  Gov.  Nicolls,  ignorant  of  the  transfer  by  the 
Duke  of  York  to  Berkley  and  Carteret,  of  what  he  so  justly  styled  "  the 
most  improvable  part  of  His  Eoyal  Highness'  dominions,"  had,  subse- 
quent to  the  date  of  that  transfer,  granted  to  certain  enterprising  emi- 
grants from  Long  Island,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  tract ;  and  that 
Gov.  Carteret,  on  his  arrival,  found  some  of  the  parties  actually  in  pos- 
session. There  is  abundant  evidence  that  this  state  of  things  occasioned 
much  embarrassment  to  Carteret.  A  stranger  and  alone  in  the  Province, 
with  no  one  to  consult,  with  no  one  to  counsel  him  as  to  the  course  best 
calculated  to  establish  the  rights  of  the  Proprietors  and  his  own  author- 
ity, surrounded  by  those  who  questioned  the  extent  of  his  powers,  and, 
undoubtedly,  impressed  by  the  stronger  will  and  more  energetic  mind  of 
Nicolls,  it  is  not  surprising  that  he  should  have  pursued  a  conciliatory 
course,  thereby  disarming  opposition  and  securing  harmony,  until,  at 
least,  his  superiors  could  be  heard  from. 

Thus  we  find  him  sowing  the  seeds  of  endless  trouble  to  himself  and 
others,  soon  after  his  arrival,  by  purchasing,  far  himself  individually,  an 
interest  in  the  lands  granted  by  Nicolls  to  the  original  settlers  of  Eliza- 
beth, thereby,  as  was  asserted  at  the  time  and  subsequently,  acknowledg- 
ing, although  unintentionally,  the  validity  of  the  conveyance ;  acquiring 
and  holding  a  title  in  his  private  capacity,  which,  as  Governor,  he  was 
required  subsequently  to  repudiate.  How  long  he  had  to  wait  for  his 
instructions  is  uncertain,  but  in  those  days  time  and  distance  were  sub- 
stantial realities,  and  their  impress  was  felt  on  all  sublunary  things — 
the  Atlantic  was  not  crossed  in  a  week,  nor  the  world  girdled  with  an 
electric  spark  as  now.  However,  it  was  while  occupying  this  anomalous 
position,  while  in  this  state  of  doubt  and  uncertainty,  that  the  Governor 
compromised  both  himself  and  the  Proprietors  by  the  purchase  I  have 
referred  to,  and  by  obtaining  from  Gov.  Nicolls,  also  for  his  private 
emolument,  "  the  possession  of  a  certaine  p'sell  of  meadow  Land  Lying 
within  Staton  Island,"  not  by  patent,  be  it  observed,  but  so  that  ho 
could  have  the  "Grasse  Cutt  and  peaceably  bring  Away  the  Same." 
That  by  so  doing  he  had  no  idea  of  relinguishing  the  claim  of  the  Pro- 
prietors to  the  island  is  evident,  as  we  find  him,  in  1668,  asserting  that 
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claim  in  a  document  with  which  you  are  familiar,  by  the  use  of  the 
!-  words,  "  in  case  Staten  Island  falls  within  this  government." 

Entertaining  no  scruples  about  occupying  for  his  private  use  a  piece 
of  ground  under  permission  from  parties  actually  in  possession,  he  little 
supposed  that  by  so  doing  he  would  be  thought,  two  hundred  years 
afterward,  to  have  confirmed  their  right  to  that  possession.  No  stronger 
proof  of  this  can  be  presented  than  is  to  be  found  in  several  documents 
emanating  from  him  in  1681,  a  year  before  the  renewal  of  the  privilege 
by  Brockholst,  referred  to  in  the  letter  sent  to  Dongan  by  his  widow, 
which  you  have  published.  On  the  22d  July,  1681,  he  made  a  formal 
demand  of  "  the  honorable,  the  governor  commander  in  chief  of  all  his 
|;  -.  "  royal  highness'  territories  in  America  at  New  York" — who  was  Brock- 

hoist  himself,  by  the  way,  at  that  very  time— to  surrender  Staten  Island 
to  him,  and  requiring  the  said  commander-in-chief  to  "forbear the  exer- 
cising any  command  authority  or  jurisdiction"  within  it;  and,  in 
behalf  of  Lady  Elizabeth,  Executrix  of  Sir  George  Carteret,  made 
proclamation  to  "the  magistrates  officers  and  inhabitants  to  forbear 
"  yielding  any  obedience  to  the  government  or  jurisdiction  of  New 
"York."  (Proprietary  Records,  Liber  3,  p.  171.)  On  the  28th  July, 
1681,  he  also  used  this  language  in  a  letter  to  Lady  Elizabeth  — 
"  *  *  *  Staten  Island,  which  is  as  much  your  Honor's  due  as  any  other 
11  part  of  this  Province."    (Learning  and  Spicer.) 

May  I  not  then  with  propriety  quote  your  language  and  say  of  these 
documents — "they  show  conclusively  to  whom  Gov.  Carteret  *  *  *  * 
thought  proper  to  look  for  title  to  lands  on  Staten  Island,  and  within 
whose  "  cognizance  and  jurisdiction"  he  understood  them  to  be  ?" 

The  extract  from  the  instructions  of  the  Proprietors  to  Thomas  Gor- 
don, in  1695,  which  you  published  in  connection  with  the  other  docu- 
ments, will  not  bear  the  interpretation  you  give  it.  I  have  not  referred 
to  those  instructions  for  some  years,  but,  if  I  mistake  not,  the  reference 
therein  made  to  the  half-penny  per  acre,  imposed  by  the  Government  of 
New  York  upon  grantees  in  Staten  Island,  was  merely  to  show  that, 
icherever  grants  were  issued  by  New  York,  such  an  assessment  was  not 
deemed  too  much.  It  was  merely  a  circumstance  educed  to  show  the 
reasonableness  of  their  demands  upon  their  treasonable  settlers,  with 
no  view  of  admitting  thereby  any  claim  to  the  island,  on  the  part  of 
New  York,  to  be  right. 

With  true  regard, 

Yours, 

W.  A.  WHITEHEAD. 
To  George  H.  Moore,  Esq.,  Librarian  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc 
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REGIMENTAL  RETURNS  AND  BRIGADE  ORDERS. 


HADDONFIELD,   BORDENTOWN  AND   MORRISTOWN. 

December  25th,  1776. 

A  Brigade  Return  of  the  regiment  now  at  Haddonfield,  commanded 
by  Col.  S.  Newcomb,  viz : 


REGIMENTS. 


Col.  Ellis.... 
Col.  Potters 
Col.  Seeley.. 
Col.  Dick.... 
Col.  Holmes . 
Col.  Somers . 
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For  Guard  To-morrow. 

Colonel,  8 privates;  Col.  Somers — 1  captain,  1  sergeant,  11  privates- 
Col.  Seeley — 1  sergeant,  8  privates ;  Col.  Potter — 1  corporal,  8  privates  • 
Col.  Dick — 1  subaltern,  1  sergeant,  7  privates ;  Col.  Holmes — 1  subaltern 
1  sergeant,  8  privates. 

Parole-Countersign,  Haddonfield. 


Haddonfield,  Dec.  2Gth,  177C. 
Brigade  Regiment  fit  jor  Duty. 

6  colonels,  4  lieutenants,  4  majors,  22  captains,  44  sergeants,  63  sub- 
alterns, 45  corporals,  12  drum  and  fife,  274  privates. 

/ 
For  Duty  To-day. 

Col.  Ellis — 1  sergeant,  9  privates  ;  Col.  Somers — 1  sergeant,  2  corporals 
9  privates  ;  Col.  Potter—  1  colonel,  10  privates  ;  Col.  Seeley — 10  privates  J 
Col.  Dick — 1  sergeant,  1  corporal,  8  privates  ;  Col.  Holmes — 1  subaltern' 
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6  privates ;  Col.  Randolph— 1  private.    Total— 1  Col.,  1  Sub.,  3  Serg'ts, 
3  Corp's,  53  Privates. 

Parole  Countersign,  Gloucester. 


Headquarters,  Haddonfield. 


tarters,  Haddonfield,      ( 
December  27th,  1776.         ) 

Parole-Countersign,  Penrose. 

1  ■•  No  orders.    The  brigade  marched  to  Bordentown,  -where  Gen.  Mifflen 

took  command,  and  where  a  body  of  troops  from  Pennsylvania  and 
part  of  the  88th  battalion  were,  and  the  whole  pnoved  to  Bordentown 

j  the  30th. 

Brigade  Orders— Bordentown,  \ 
December  31, 1776.      ( 

I 

Gen.  Mifflen's  Orders. 

The  General  returns  his  most  hearty  thanks  to  the  brigade  for  the 
Alertness  shown  by  them  on  the  Alarm  last  Evening.  Such  Conduct  does 
them  Honour,  and  gives  their  Commanding  Officer  the  best  expectations 
of  success.  He  recommends  to  all  Officers  of  the  Brigade  to  hold  their 
respective  Corps  in  complete  order  for  Marching  at  a  minute's  warning, 
for  which  purpose  they  must  prevent  their  Men  from  strolling  too  far 
from  their  quarters.  A  party  of  200  Men  goes  out  this  day  to  harrass 
the  Enemy,  commanded  by  Majors  Mifflen  and  Hubly.  The  commanding 
Officer  to  call  at  Head  Quarters  in  this  town  for  orders. 

Guards  and  Picket  as  usual. 

Field  Officer  of  the  Day — Col.  Penrose.* 
Officer  of  the  Picket— Capt.  Bradford. 
Main  Guard — Capt.  Stout. 
Bridge  Guard — Capt.  Vanderslice* 

Every  Man  in  the  brigade  must  always  keep  by  him  dressed  Provisions 
for  three  Days.  This  Order  must  not  be  neglected,  as  the  least  Deviation 
from  it  may  ruin  the  best  concerted  Plans. 

Parole-Countersign,  Reading. 

*  A  line  is  drawn  through  the  name  of  Col.  Penrose,  in  the  original,  and   that  of 
Major  Derry  inserted  in  the  margin. 
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BORDENTOWN  BRIOADE   ORDERS, 

January  1st,  1777. 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington  having  last  night,  by  Express,  order- 
ed the  Brigade  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  march  in  the  Night,  or  early 
this  morning,  at  a  minute's  notice.  The  Commanding  Officer,  in  obedi- 
ence to  orders,  directed  the  Brigade  to  be  paraded  at  two  o'clock,  but 
was  surprised  to  find  very  little  Attention  paid  to  the  Drums.  Had  the 
enemy  advanced  towards  this  Town  at  that  time,  the  Army  here  might 
have  been,  to  their  eternal  Disgrace  and  the  Ruin  of  their  Country,  made 
Prisoners  of  War.  In  future,  when  the  Brigade  is  ordered  to  be  assem- 
bled by  Night  or  by  Day,  the  long  roll  will  be  beat ;  upon  which  signal 
every  Officer  and  Soldier  must  turn  out  with  the  greatest  alacrity  and 
form  on  their  proper  Ground  in  the  Street.  They  are  not  to  wait  for  the 
Drums  beating  to  Arms.  The  long  roll  is  the  proper  signal  for  turning 
out,  and  must  be  attended  to,  as  much  as  beating  to  Arms. 

Gen.  Washington  has  detached  a  large  Body  of  Men  towards  the 
Enemy  at  Princeton,  which  in  all  probability  will  bring  on  a  General 
Action.  The  Brigadier-General,  therefore,  exhorts  all  his  Officers  and 
men,  as  they  love  their  Country  and  wish  to  see  her  secure  and  happy, 
to  hold  themselves  in  complete  order  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning. 
The  reputation  of  the  Brigade  depends  on  their  Alacrity  and  Readiness 
to  obey  orders,  and  to  turn  out  to  face  their  Enemy. 

Doctor  Potts,  Surgeon-General  to  the  Brigade,  requests  the  officers  to 
make  returns  to  him  at  HeadQuarters  in  this  Town  of  their  sick  and 
wounded  without  the  least  Delay,  as  the  men  frequently  suffer  much  from 
the  neglect  of  such  returns.  A  Brigade  hospital  will  be  established  this 
Day  to  receive  the  sick,  &c. 

In  future  the  Guards  and  Picket  are  to  be  paraded  near  HeadQuarters 
at  10  o'clock  in  the  Morning,  that  the  Relief  may  take  Place  time  enough 
for  those  who  are  to  be  relieved  to  have  their  Dinners  at  a  seasonable 
hour. 

Major  Holland  is  sent  by  his  Excell'y  Gen.  Washington  to  assist  in 
forming  and  arranging  the  Brigade,  which  consists  of  many  small  Corps, 
and  of  course  requires  a  general  Arrangement.  Unavoidable  Difficulties 
and  much  Danger  would  arise  from  having  them  in  their  present  state. 
The  Officers  and  men  are,  therefore,  to  pay  great  Attention  to  the  Arrange- 
ment, to  know  their  Places,  and  to  be  able  to  form,  when  Occasion  re- 
quires, in  an  instant.  Good  Order,  Discipline  and  a  Good  Cause,  are 
the  surest  Steps  to  victory  and  to  Glory. 

•    Parole,  C.  S. 
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AFTER  ORDERS. 
An  Express  this  minute  arrived  from  Major-General  Green,  at  Trenton, 
informs  that  the  Enemy  are  in  Motion,  but  their  Design  not  known. 
General  Green  expects  their  Design  is  against  Gen.  Cadwallader.  It 
therefore  becomes  very  necessary  to  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  to  sup- 
port that  General  upon  the  shortest  notice.  The  Men  must  not  stroll 
from  their  Quarters.  Doctor  Potts  proposes  to  establish  a  Brigade  Hos- 
pital in  the  house  of  Edwards  Brooks,  in  this  Town,  which  must  be  im- 
mediately cleaned  out  for  that  Purpose.  No  others  than  sick  and 
wounded  and  necessary  attendants  to  remain  in  the  House. 


hi 


Headquarters — Morristown, 
January  8th,  1777. 

The  troops  are  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  Moment's 
warning.  Provisions  to  be  furnished  them  and  cooked  agreeable  to 
General  Orders,  if  not  already  done. 


Gen.  Mifflin's  Orders  to  his  Brigade. 

January  9th,  1777. 
Gen.  Mifflin's  Brigade  to  draw  and  cook  three  Days  Provisions,  and  to 
be  ready  to  march  at  a  minute's  warning.  Rum  may  be  had  at  the 
Commissary's  store.  The  General  cannot  believe  that  any  of  his  Brigade 
will  desert  the  service  at  this  moment,  and  thereby  enourage  the  Enemy 
to  push  forward  to  Philadelphia,  which  is  not  so  safe  from  the  Enemy's 
advances  as  many  persons  have  imagined.  Great  Reinforcements  are 
expected  from  New  England,  which  will  give  Relief  to  the  Brigade.  But 
if  we  return  home  and  leave  the  Enemy  in  the  field,  they  will  most  cer- 
tainly advance  towards  the  Delaware,  and  finding  only  a  weak  Army  to 
oppose  them,  take  possession  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  and 
renew  their  horrid  scenes  of  Desolation  and  Murder.  A  bad  example 
set  by  one  man  in  deserting  his  Country  at  this  time  may  be  the  ruin  of 
the  middle  Colonies,  if  not  of  all  America.  The  Baggage  of  the  Briga- 
dier is  hourly  expected.  If  the  troops  should  move,  good  quarters  shall 
be  given  them. 


Haddonfield,  Feb.  26th,  1778. 
Received  of  Franklin  Davenport  the  several  sums  affixed  to  our  Names 


SELECTIONS   FROM   CORRESPONDENCE.  41 


in  full  for  our  pay  and  Bounty  whilst  in  the  Artillery,  in  September  last, 
as  witness  Our  Hands. 


LETTER  FROM  DAVID  OGDEN,  OF  NEWARK,  TO  PHILIP 
KEARNEY,  OF  PERTH  AMBOY, 

IN  REPERENCE   TO   A   PROPOSITION   TO  RESUME  LEGAL  BUSINESS  WITHOUT 

THE   USE   OP   STAMPS. 

(See  Analytical  Index  to  Colonial  Documents,  p.  385.) 

FROM  THE  ORIGINAL  IN  THE  POSSESSION  OP  MR.  WM.  A.  WHITEHEAD. 

Newark,  Jan'y  14th,  17G6. 
D'r  Sir  : 

I  this  Day  ree'd  your  Favour  of  the  31st  of  last  Month,  enclosing  a 
Request  of  several  Gentlemen  of  the  Law  to  appoint  a  Meeting  of  the 
Attornies,  in  Consequence  of  the  Agreement  entered  into  the  last  Bur- 
lington Term. 

I  heartily  wish  I  could  join  those  Gentlemen  therein,  as  it  always 
gives  me  a  very  sensible  Pleasure  to  concur  with  so  great  a  Number  of 
my  Profession ;  but  at  Present  must  think  that  those  Reasons  which 
prevailed  on  the  Attornies  first  to  enter  into  so  laudable  a  Agreement, 
founded  on  a  true  spirit  of  Patriotism,  still  subsist,  Which  Agreement 
was  soon  followed  by  the  Gentlemen  of  our  Profession  in  the  Neigh- 
6 
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H,'s                                                                                               £  s.  d. 

John  x  Telford 5  12  6 

mark. 

Samuel  Cole g  17  q 

James  Haines  for } 

Benjamin  Haines  ) ;. o  12  6 

For  Jadiah  Haines 5  ]2  6 

Benjamin  Whittall,  Lieut 12  12  6 

George  Sparks.., 6  12  G 

Received  for  Thomas  Langley,  ) 

Per  me  George  Sparks,             J 3  7  6 

Samuel  Hugg,  Capt 18  15  0 

His 

Thos.  x  Heath,  for  himself. 5  12  6 

mark. 
His 

Jos.  j^  Flint 2  16  3 

mark. 

Thomas  Magec '. 5  12  € 

Dan'l  Lawrence • 2  12  G 

His  .  .: 

Philip  x  Peters 5  12  6 

mark.  

£90  8  3 
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bouring  Colonies.  It  will  give  mc  great  Pain  to  sec  so  noble  &  self- 
Denial  an  Act  first  sullied  by  us  who  set  the  Example.  And  unless  some 
Reasons  do  appear  more  powerful  than  those  on  which  the  Agreement 
was  founded,  I  hope  it  will  remain.  I  know  of  none  at  Present,  &  should 
have  been  "lad  those  Gentlem'n  had  mentioned  what  induced  them  to 
request  a  Meeting  of  the  Attornies  to  vacate,  as  I  suppose,  that  Agree- 
ment. For  my  own  Part  I  am  fearful,  from  Acc'ts  lately  ree'd  from  Home, 
that  our  Troubles  are  but  beginning.  I  think  it  prudent  for  those  Gent'n, 
so  inclined  in  a  King's  Government,  not  to  act  in  open  Violation  of  a 
Law  of  the  British  Parliament,  when  not  under  the  absolute  Necessity 
for  Self- Preservation  so  to  do,  which  God  forbid  should  ever  be  our 
Case.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  our  Judges  and  Clerks,  commissioned 
by  the  Crown,  will  at  this  Time  proceed  in  the  usual  Method  regard- 
less of  the  Act  of  Parliament.  I  must  submit  if  any  Attorney  would 
now,  as  an  Attorney  &  Friend  to  the  Officers  of  the  Court,  advise  it; 
and  whether  it  is  not  far  more  adviseable  for  the  Agreement  to  remain 
inviolable  till  We  hear  what  the  Parliament  will  do  in  American  Affairs, 

Which  in  all  Probability  We  shall  know  sometime  in  March  next. 
.- 

I  conceive  you  had  best  write  to  those  Gent'n  to  recall  their  Request, 

but  if  they  persist  in  it  I  think  a  Meeting  of  the  Attornies  ought  to  be 
had,  as  it  was  Part  of  our  Agreement  when  requested  by  a  proper  Num- 
ber. Perth  Amboy,  I  think,  should  be  the  Place,  and  I  believe  was 
mentioned  at  Burlington. 

Above  you  have  my  Thoughts  on  your  Letter,  which  I  wrote  in  a 
Hurry,  &  should  have  been  glad  to  have  had  more  Time  to  enlarge 
on  so  important  a  Subject.  What  is  omitted  you  no  Doubt  will  supply, 
if  you  concur  with  me  in  Sentiment. 

I  returned  from  New  York  on  Fryday  last,  and  do  assure  you  that  the 
Gent'n  of  the  Law  there  had  not  then  done  any  Business  ;  neither  do  I 
think  they  will  soon  proceed,  notwithstanding  their  Resolutions. 

If,  upon  the  whole,  you  appoint  a  Meeting,  pray  let  me  know  the 
Day  you  fix,  &  I  will  give  the  Gent'n  of  the  Law  this  Way  Notice 
thereof,  &  attend  myself  accordingly. 
I  am,  D'r  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed't  Serv't, 

DAVID  OGDEN. 

Phil.  Kearney,  Esq. 
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ANNOUNCED  MAY  16th,  1867. 

From  the  Maine  Historical  Society—  Memorial  Volume  of  Popham  Cele- 
bration, Aug.  29th,  1862 ;  commemorative  of  the  planting  of  the 
Popham  Colony  on  the  Peninsula  of  Sabino,  Aug.  19,  0.  S.  1607, 
establishing  the  title  of  England  to  the  Continent. 

From  tlie  Minnesota  Historical  Society-^CoWtctions  of  the  Minnesota  His- 
torical Society  for  the  year  1867. 

From  thelotca  State  Historical  Society — The  Annals  of  Iowa,  a  quarterly 
publication,  for  January  and  April,  1867. 

From  the  Essex  Institute— Historical  Collections  of  the  Institute.  Vol 
VIII.    March,  1866.    No.  1. 

From  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Soctety — Journals  of  the  Senate  and  Assem- 
bly of  Wisconsin,  from  1860  to  1866. 

Governor's  Message  and  Documents,  1859  to  1865. 

Public,  Private  and  Local  Laws  of  Wisconsin,  1859  to  1866. 

Transactions  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society,  1860. 

The  Wisconsin  Farmer,  a  Monthly  Journal,  devoted  to  Agriculture, 
Horticulture,  and  Mechanical  and  Rural  Economy. 

Adjutant- General's  Reports,  1863  to  1865.     Total,  42  bound  vols 
Reports  of  the  State  Superintendents  of  Public  Instruction,  for  the 
years  1857,  1858,  1860  and  1863. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Wisconsin  for  tbe  year 
ending  Sept.  30,  1864. 

Second  Annual  Statement  of  the  Trade,  Commerce  and  General 
Business  of  Milwaukie,  for  1859. 

Reports  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Philadelphia  Society  for 
the  Establishment  and  Support  of  Charity  Schools,  for  1852,  '53,  '54, 
'55,  '56  and  '57. 

Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Girard  College  for 
Orphans,  to  the  City  Councils,  for  1853 ;  with  a  Statement  of  the 
Proceedings  at  the  Anniversary,  Jan.  2,  1854,  and  a  Catalogue  of 
the  Officers  and  Pupils  for  1854. 


r  :  44  DONATIONS. 

."     .  Statutes  of  Columbia  College,  May,  1848,  to  which  is  prefixed  an 

Historial  Sketch  of  the  College. 

Progressive  Democracy.  A  Discourse  on  the  History,  Philosophy 
and  Tendency  of  American  Politics,  delivered  in  National  Hall,  New 
York  City.    By  D.  Francis  Bacon.    1844. 

From  the  Chicago  Historical  Society  -Address  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  Bross, 
Lieut.  Gov.  of  Illinois,  on  the  Resources  of  the  Far  West  and  the 
Pacific  Railway,  before*  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Yord,  Jan, 
25,  1866. 

Memorial  of  Lieut.  Col.  John  A.  Bross,  29th  U.  S.  Colored  Troops, 
who  fell  at  Petersburg,  July  30, 1864.  By  a  Friend.  Together  with  a 
Sermon  by  his  Pastor,  Rev.  Arthur  Swazey. 

Proceedings  of  the  Chicago  Bar,  &c. 

"  America  as  a  Field  for  the  Exertions  of  the  Christian  Scholar :" 
an  Address  before  the  Williams  College,  by  Hon.  Wm.  Bross,  Class  of 
1838,  at  the  Commencement,  July  31,  1866. 

Song  of  the  Old  Church  at  Williamstown,  A  Poem,  delivered  on 
the  same  occasion,  by  Rev.  J.  Clement  French,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
class  of  1853. 

Message  of  Gov.  Richard  J.  Oglesby,  Jan.  7, 1867. 

Sixth  Biennial  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 

of  the  State  of  Illinois. 
« 

From  the  Maryland  Historical  Society—Memoir  of  Jared  Sparks,  LL.D. 

By  Brantz  Meyer,  President  of  the  Society.    Read  before  the  Annual 

Meeting,  Thursday  evening,  Feb.  7,  1867. 

From  the  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia — Proceed- 
ings of  the  Society,  from  May  4,  1865,  to  Dec.  31,  1866. 

From  the  Literary  and  Historical  Society  of  Quebec — Transactions  of  the 
Society.  Session  of  1865-6.  New  Series.  Part  4.  Extract  from  a 
Manuscript  Journal  relating  to  the  Siege  of  Quebec  in  1759,  kept  by 


Col.  Malcolm  Fraser,  then  Lieut,  of  the  78th  (Fraser's  Highlanders) 
and  serving  in  that  Campaign.  Published  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Society. 

From  the  Department  of  the  Interior — Documents  of  the  Second  Session 
of  the  28th  Congress — in  all  28  vols. 

From  the  State  of  Pennsylvania — Pennsylvania  Archives ;  selected  and 
arranged  from  Original  Documents.  By  Samuel  Hazard.  1781  to 
1790.     Appendix  1790,  and  Index.     5  vols. 
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From  the  American  Philosophical  Society— Proceedings  of  the  Society. 

Vol.  X.     1866.     No.  76. 
From  Hon.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen — Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 

Coast  Survey,  for  1864. 

From  the  Authors— A.  History  of  the  Bills  of  Credit,  or  Paper  Money 
issued  by  New  York,  from  1709  to  1789:  with  a  Description  of  the 
Bills,  and  Catalogue  of  the  various  issues.  By  John  H.  Hickcox, 
Author  of  American  Coinage.     1866. 

The  Government  of  Sir  Edmond  Andros  over  New  England,  in 
1688  and  1689.  Read  before  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  on 
Tuesday  evening,  Dec  4th,  1866.    By  John  Romeyn  Brodhead. 

Remarks  on  Tobasco,  Mexico,  occasioned  by  the  reported  discovery 
of  remains  of  ancient  cities  being  found  in  that  locality.  By  Charles 
H.  Hart,  Cor.  Sec.  of  the  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  Society  of 
Philadelphia. 

A  Historicsl  Sketch  of  the  National  Medals  issued  pursuant  to  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  1776-1815.  By  Charles  H.  Hart.  Read  before  the 
N.  &  A.  Society,  Nov.  1st  and  15th,  1866. 

Medicine  and  Astrology.  A  Paper  read  before  the  Numismatic  and 
Antiquarian  Society  of  Philadelphia,  June  7th,  18G6.  By  Henry 
Phillips,  Jr. 

Some  Observations  on  Early  Currency  of  Maryland.  By  Henry 
Phillips,  Jr.    Read  June  7th,  1865. 

The  Pleasures  of  Numismatic  Science.  By  Henry  Phillips,  Jr. 
Read  Oct.  4th,  1866. 

Memoir  of  Marshall  P.  Wilder.  By  John  H.  Sheppard,  A.  M., 
Librarian  N.  E.  Historic-Genealogical  Society. 

From  Mr.  Jno.  S.  Blatchford,  Gen.  Secretary  Sanitary  Commission,  Docu- 
ments of  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission.  Serial  Documents,  No.  1  to  85, 
inclusive,  in  2  vols.     Bulletin,  No.  1  to  40,  inclusive.     1  vol. 

From  Col.  R  S.  Swoi'ds—Foems  by  Richard  B.  Davis ;  with  a  Sketch  of 
his  Life.     "A  s.mple  solitary  bard  was  he."     1807. 

The  Massachusetts  Magazine;  or  Monthly  Museum.     Vol.  1.  ITS*.), 
and  Vol.  3, 1791. 
The  Nova-Scotia  Magazine.     Vol.  3.     July  to  December,  1790. 

The  Christian  Journal  and  Literary  Register.  Vols.  1,  2  and  3,  for 
1817,  1818  and  1819.  The  Churchman's  Magazine.  Vol.  G,  for  1809  ; 
Vol.  1,  for  1813.    New  Series. 
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Memoirs  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  from  its  Organization  to  the  present  day.  By  William 
White,  D.D.     Second  Edition.     1836. 

The  Olive  Branch,  or  Faults  on  Both  Sides,  Federal  and  Democratic. 
By  M.  Carey.    Tenth  Edition,  improved.     June  1,  1818. 

Publications  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  viz.  Reporter  24,  Bulletin 
37,  Miscellaneous  40— with  "  Our  Daily  Fair,"  published  by  the  Com- 
mittee  of  the  Philadelphia  Fair  for  the  Sanitary  Commission. 

Willett's  Map  of  the  State  of  New  York,  containing  the  principal 
Turnpike  Roads  and  the  Route  of  the  Erie  Canal,  from  Erie  to  Hud- 
son's River. 

A  Medal,  commemorative  of  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal. 

From  Bev.  Charles  E.  Hart— Tenth  Anniversary  of  the  North  Reformed 

Dutch  Church,  Newark,  N.  J. 
From  Mr.  Henry  2V.  Beach,  of  Orange— Civilization  of  the  Indian  Natives ; 
or  a  Brief  View  of  the  Friendly  Conduct  of  William  Penn  towards 
them  in  Pennsylvania.     By  Halliday  Jackson.    1830. 
From  Mr.  H.  Onderdorilc — Fiftieth  and  Fifty-first  Reports  of  the  Long 

Island  Bible  Society. 
From  Mr.  Charles  H.  Hart,  of  Philadelphia— The  Trial  of  Religious  Truth 
by  its  Moral  Influence.    A  Sermon  preached  Oct.  9th,  1750,  by  J 
Witherspoon,  A.  M.,  Minister  of  the  Gospel  in  Paisley. 

Catalogue  of  Additions  made  to  the  Library  of  Congress,  from  Dec. 
1st,  1865,  to  Dec.  1st,  1866. 

J.  M.  Scovell's  Speeches  before  the  Anti-Monopoly  Convention  at 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  Feb.  1,  1865— and  in  the  N.  J.  Senate  on  the  Air-Line 
Rail  Road  Bill. 

Letter  of  Chancellor  Walworth,  on  what  may  be  done  by  the  Public 
in  anticipation  of  the  Cholera.     1866. 

Annual  Reports  of  Mercantile  Library  Association  of  City  of  N.  Y. 
and  42d,  43d  and  44th  An.  Rep.  of  Mer.  Lib.  Co.  of  Philad.  1867. 
From  Mr.  Wm.  B.  Trash,  of  Boston — Journal  of  several  visits  to  the 
Indians  of  Kennebec  River.  By  Rev.  Joseph  Baxter  of  Medfield, 
Mass.,  in  1717.  With  Notes,  by  Rev.  E.  Nason. 
From  Mr.  Joel  Munsel,  of  Albany—  David  Cusick's  Sketches  of  Ancient 
History  of  the  Six  Nations,  comprising — 1st.  A  Tale  of  the  Two 
Infants  Born,  and  the  Creation  of  the  Universe.  2d.  A  Real  Account 
of  the  Early  Settlers  of  North  America,  and  their  Dissensions.  3d- 
Origin  of  the  Kingdom  of  the  Five  Nations,  which  was  called  a  Long 
House.     The  Wars,  Fierce  Animals,  &c.     Lockport.     1848. 
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Howard  TownsencTs  Paper  on  the  Sinai  Bible.  Read  before  the 
Albany  Institute,  Dec.  15th,  18G3. 

Literary  Societies  ;  their  Uses  and  Abuses.  An  Address  before  the 
Weslevan  Literary  Association  of  the  New  York  Conference  Seminary ; 
Sept.  28th,  1862.     By  Thomas  Montgomtry. 

The  Study  of  the  English  Language  and  Literature  as  an  Educa- 
tional Force.  By  M.  P.  Cavert,  A.  M.  Read  at  Geneva  before  the 
N.  Y.  State  Teachers  Association  in  I860. 

An  Essay  on  Motion  and  Force,  read  before  the  Albany  Institute, 
April  24th,  1865.    By  L.  Allen. 

Address  at  the  Funeral  Service  of  the  Late  Col.  Lewis  Benedict. 
May  1,  1864.     By  Rev.  C.  D.  W.  Bridgman. 

A  Discourse  on  the  Death  of  Mrs.  Mary  Earle,  wife  of  Geo.  Earle, 
Esq.    By  Rev.  William  Whitaker.    May  9th,  1865. 

Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Maple  Grove  Cemetery  Association, 
of  Worcester,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y.     1865. 

The  Song  of  the  Sexton,  addressed  to  his  Shovel,  after  the  Dedica- 
tion of  the  Albany  Cemetery.     By  Old  Mortality. 

Rev.  Ray  Palmer's  Reminiscences  of  Fifteen  Years'  Work  in  the 
First  Cong.  Church,  Albany,  Dec.  24th,  1865. 

Articles  of  Faith  and  Covenant,  with  the  Principles  of  Government 
and  Discipline  adopted  by  the  First  Congregational  Church,  Albany. 
1853. 

Covenant  and  Membership  of  State  Street  Presbyterian  Church, 
Albany.    Minutes  of  the  Particular  Synod  of  Albany.    May  2d,  1866. 

Bible  Societies  Reports.  52d  of  the  Schoharie,  Oct.  10th,  1865. 
55th  of  the  Albany  County.  48th  of  the  Fulton  and  Hamilton  Coun- 
ties :  and  proceedings  54th  Anniversary  of  the  Washington  County, 
N.Y. 

Union  College.  Bulletin  of  Class  of  1862.  Second  of  Class  of  1864. 
Treasurer's  Annual  Report,  June,  1865.     Burial  of  Mechanics.     1864. 

The  Principles  of  Hydropathy.  By  David  A.  Harsha.  Glaucoma 
and  its  Cure,  by  Iridectomy.  From  the  French  of  Testelin  and  Warla- 
mont.     Translated  by  C.  A.  Robertson,  A.  M.,  M.  D. 

A  Manual  of  Practical  and  English  Grammar,  on  a  New  and  Easy 
Plan.  By  Hez.  Munsell,  Jr.  Webster's  Calendar  for  1S64,  1865,  1866 
and  1867. 

Laus  Patriae  Celestis.     Translation  of  an  Ancient  Latin  Hymn. 


. 


From  Mr,  Asher  Taylor,  of  New   York— The  Eighth  Annual  Report  of 
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the  Board  of  Management  ot  the  Veterans  of  the  National  Guard, 
N.  Y.,  containing  the  Roll  of  Members.    April,  1867. 
From  Mr.  John  Rutherfurd— The  Future  of  Africa,,  being  Addresses, 
Sermons,  etc.,  etc.    Delivered  in  the  Republic  of  Liberia.    By  Rev. 
Alex.  Cummell,  Queen's  College,  Camb.    1862. 

From  Mr.  Samuel  Allison— A  Brief  Sketch  of  the  Efforts  of  Philadelphia 
Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends,  to  promote  the 
Civilization  and  Improvement  of  the  Indians ;  also,  of  the  Present 
Condition  of  the  Tribes  in  the  State  of  New  York.    I860. 

From  Mr.  Daniel  Dod — Invitation  Card  of  "  Newark  Dancing  Assembly." 
December  14,  1802.  Elias  Yan  Arsdale,  James  Hedden,  David  B. 
Ogden  and  Moses  Hedden,  Managers. 

From  Mr.  Alexander  Nichols— A  Silver-Mounted  Cane,  formerly  of  Alex. 
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Macwhorter,  D.D. 

From  Rev.  R.  K  Rodgers,  D.D.—K  Bond  of  the  C.  S.A.  for  81000.  No. 
9536.  Fifth  Series — with  60  Coupons.  Bond  dated  March  1,  1864. 
Due  July  1,  1894. 

From  Mr.  S.  Alofsen — Charles  J.  Ingersoll.  Historical  Sketch  of  the 
Second  War  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Britain. 

Horace  Greeley.  The  American  Conflict.  Illustrated.  Vol.  H. 
8vo.,  cloth. 

The  Rebellion  Record,  with  Portraits.     Vol.  IX.     Svo.,  cloth. 

John  Minor  Botts,  of  Virginia.     The  Great  Rebellion.     12mo.,  cloth.  • 

Wm.  Wells  Brown.  The  Negro  in  the  American  Rebellion.  12mo., 
cloth. 

One  complete  copy  of  the  pamphlets  relating  to  the  Rebellion. 
Published  by  the  Loyal  Publication  Society  of  New  York.  87  in 
number.     8vo.,  paper. 

A  Portrait  in  Oil  of  Henry  Clay.  Painted  for  Mr.  Alofsen,  in  1847, 
By  Caffcrty,  of  New  York,  in  an  ornamental  oval  gilt  frame. 

A  Plaster  of  Paris  cast  of  the  Seal  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical 
Society,  sunk  in  a  bail  of  flint  glass  as  a  letter  weight,  made  in  the 
Jersey  City  Glasshouse  in  1853. 

Also,  from  Mr.  John,  Rutherfurd,  a  large  collection  of  Newspapers  of 
the  last  century,  -with  many  valuable  Pamphlets  and  Maps,  relative  to 
New  Jersey.  Exclusive  of  these,  97  books  and  242  pamphlets  have  been 
received  since  the  annual  meeting. 
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•        SECOND     SERIES. 

Vol.  I.  1868.  No.  2. 

Trenton,  January  16th,  1868. 
The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  this  day,  in  accordance 
with  the  By-Laws,  the  Hon.  Richard  S.  Field,  First  Yice  President, 
presiding. 

The  Recording  Secretary  having  been  unavoidably  prevented  from 
being  present,  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  was  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  letters  from  Messrs.  Benjamin 
Aycrigg,  Edward  H.  Wright,  John  H.  Meeker,  Richard  F.  Stevens 
Martin  J.  Ryerson,  Darius  Wells,  John  A.  Giflbrd,  James  W.  Woodruff 
and  Daniel  E.  Hervey  accepting  memberships ;  from  Messrs.  John  Gilmary 
Shea,  C.  C.  Haven,  W.  H.  Molleson,  J.  E.  Hilgard,  Asst.,  in  charge  of 
the  Coast  Survey,  S.  Stokes  and  the  State  Treasurer,  transmitting  dona- 
tions ;  from  Mr.  F.  S.  Conover,  of  Princeton,  relative  to  a  silver  medal 
commemorative  of  the  gallantry  of  Col.  De  Fleury,  at  Stony  Point  in 
1779,  found  in  Princeton  some  years  ago,  but  now  it  was  feared,  lost ; 
from  Messrs.  Martin  B.  Scott,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  Charles  Brown, 
of  Chilicothe,  on  Genealogical  subjects ;  from  Mr.  H.  Redfield,  enquiring 
for  the  right  orthography  of  "  Metuchen  ;"  and  from  various  other  indi- 
viduals relative  to  operations  of  the  Society. 

The  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $369  07. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  donations  received  since  the  last  meeting, 
179  in  number. 

The  following  Report  was  received  from  the  Executive  Committee: 

"The  Executive  Committee  referring  to  the  statement  of  the  Libra- 
rian and  Treasurer  for  matters  of  detail,  would  respectfully  report  that, 

1 


5Q  MEETING  IN    TRENTON. 

i .   ••  on  this  the  twenty-third  anniversary  of  the  organization  of  the  Society, 

they  feel  warranted  in  congratulating  the  members  on  its  confirmed  po- 
sition among  the  institutions  of  the  State. 

••  Each  year  serves  to  establish  it  more  assuredly  as  a  necessity,  and  al- 
though its  progress  may  not  be  as  rapid,  or  the  sphere  of  its  usefulness 
as  extensive  as  would  be  the  case  were  its  means  less  restricted,  yet  it  is 
abundantly  evident  that  in  many  ways  it  contributes  to  the  convenience 
f  jv  of  the  community,  tends  to  the  upholding  of  the  honor  of  the  State, 

and  is  doin<y  its  part  efficiently  and  effectually  in  perpetuating  a  history 
of  which  every  Jerseyman  may  feel  proud.  - 

"  Without  endowments  or  public  aid,  forced  so  far  in  its  career,  to  de- 
pend upon  the  liberality  of  its  members  for  all  that  it  has  accomplished, 
it  cannot  compare  either  in  wealth  or  influence  with  many  kindred  insti- 
tutions differently  situated  and  even  younger  in  years.  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that,  among  the  many  Jerseymen,  at  home  and  abroad,  of  ample 
resources,  some  have  not  been  found  willing  to  do  honor  to  themselves 
and  the  State  by  conferring  upon  the  Society  the  means  for  increased 
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usefulness. 


"The  re- arrangement  of  the  Library,  the  cataloguing  of  the  books, 
pamphlets  and  manuscripts,  and  other  circumstances  which  have  charac- 
terized the  past  year  of  the  Society's  life,  give  promise,  it  is  hoped,  of 
other  improvements  that  are  to  follow.  There  is  work  enough  for  all, 
and  to  the  younger  members  particularly  is  an  appeal  made,  to  give  more 
attention  to  that  history  of  which  the  Society  is  the  depository,  that  a 
greater  interest  may  be  felt  in  its  operations,  and  that  they  may  be  pre* 
pared  to  take  the  places  of  others,  their  elders,  who  are  yearly  beiug  re- 
moved from  us. 

"  Within  a  few  days  one  has  passed  away,  whose  loss  will  be  more  par- 
ticularly alluded  to  by  the  Committee  of  which  he  was  the  chairman  — 
whose  presence  at  our  meetings  was  always  pleasantly  anticipated,  and 
during  the  year  several  others  have  had  their  connection  with  us  severed 
by  "the  reaper  Death."  Prominent  among  them  was  one  whose  name 
was  enrolled  as  a  member  on  the  day  the  Society  was  organized  in  this 
city,  February  27th,  1845;  who  delivered  on  the  7th  May  following  the 
first  Discourse  before  it,  arousing  attention  to  our  history  and  giving  an 
impetu3,  at  once,  to  the  operations  of  the  Society,  and  whose  interest  in 
it  continued  unabated  so  long  as  he  rema  ned  a  citizen  of  the  State. 
The  Committee  refer  to  Charles  King,  L.L.  D.,  who  died  at  Frescati, 
near  Rome,  Italy,  on  the  27th  of  September  last. 

11  Having  received  a  finished  education  to  which  subsequent  scholastic 
attainments  of  the  highest  character  had  given  direction  and  efficiency, 
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M'.  King's  whole  career  may  be  said  to  have  been  one  of  letters;  and 
"whether  in  the  conduct  of  public  Journals,  in  the  Presidency  of  Colum- 
bia College,  or  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  and  lesponsibilities  of 
private  life,  he  ever  manifested  intellectual  abilities  of  a  high  order,  and 
won  the  regard  of  all  by  his  many  esteemable  qualities.  The  older  mem- 
bers will  ever  remember  with  pleasure  their  associations  with  Mr.  King. 
<l  Of  the  twenty  gentlemen  who  participated  in  forming  the  constitution 
of  the  Society,  only  ten  are  living,  and  the  broken  ranks  call  for  rein- 
forcements.   The  Committee  hope  that  the  call  will  not  be  unheeded." 

The  Report  was  accepted,  and  on  motion  the  reference  to  the  death  of 
Mr.  King  was  directed  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes. 

The  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  of  another  number 
of  the  "Proceedings,"  bringing  them  down  in  print  to  the  present 
time,  being  the  first  number  of  the  Second  Series.  The  first  series  con- 
tained ten  volumes  of  about  200  pages  each,  comprising  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Society,  together  with  many  valuable  papers  read  before  it, 
from  its  organization  to  1866  inclusive. 

The  Committee  drew  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the  publications 
of  the  Society  that  are  for  sale.  The  appeals  made  on  former  occasions 
had  not  been  responded  to  as  was  expected,  but  if  each  member  would 
supply  himself  with  copies  of  the  different  volumes,  a  material  increase 
in  the  funds  would  be  the  natural  result. 

The  condition  of  the  Treasury  not  rendering  it  advisable  at  present, 
the  Committee  had  not  taken  any  steps  towards  the  reprinting  of  the 
3d  volume  of  the  Proceedings,  which  was  referred  to  them  at  the  last 
meeting.  It  would  be  undertaken  so  soon  as  circumstances  might 
warrant. 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  that,  all  that  was  in  progress 
for  the  better  arrangement  of  the  Library  and  the  convenience  of  those 
using  it  when  the  Society  last  met,  had  been  completed,  and  the  Com- 
mittee were  able  to  report  the  books,  pamphlets  and  manuscripts  (with 
a  few  unimportant  exceptions)  as  catalogued  and  properly  arranged  ;  the 
services  of  an  assistant  Librarian  had  been  retained  up  to  the  1st 
October  last,  and  the  rooms  up  to  that  time,  had  been  kept  open  daily 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  members  and  others  properly  introduced. 
Since  then,  members  have  had  access  to  the  rooms  at  certain  hours  each 
day,  when  the  Treasurer  has  been  present. 

An  actual  count  of  the  bound  volumes,  and  of  volumes  of  pamphlets 
prepared  for  binding,  made  the  number  on  the  shelves  exceed  5,000,  and 
the  report  of  the  Librarian  had  shown  that  donations  continued  to  be 
received,  ensuring  a  gradual  but  steady  increase. 
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•"!  The  lease  of  the  rooms  occupied  by  the  Society  expiring  on  the  1st 

April  next,  the  Committee  had  effi  cted  a  renewal  for  five  years  on  favor- 
able terms,  looking  to  the  voluntary  subscriptions  of  the  members  to 
tlie  Library  Fund,  not  only  for  a  sufficient  amount  to  cover  the  rent,  but 
guch  additional  sums  as  might  enable  the  Commitfre  to  continue  as  a 
permanent  arrangement,  the  employment  of  an  assistant  Librarian, 
which  was  found  so  beneficial  during  the  last  summer. 

The  Committee  stated  that,  since  the  last  meeting  Mr.  John  Ruther- 
furd,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  had  deposited  in  the  Library  twelve 
folio  volumes  containing  the  Journals  of  the  British  House  of  Commons, 
in  manuscript,  from  the  13th  April,  1647,  to  January  19th,  1650,  with 
!  JT;  the  exception  of  some  months. 

Mr.  Rutherfurd  had  also  placed  in  the  Library  a  large  number  of  folio 
volumes  containing  the  records  of  title  to  the  large  landed  estates  of 
James  Alexander,  containing  at  length  not  only  the  deeds  to  him  for 
numerous  and  extensive  tracts,  both  in  New  Jersey  and  New  York,  but 
also  the-  deeds  given  by  him  to  individuals  for  portions  thereof,  contain- 
ing much  matter  of  interest  to  the  antiquary  and  genealogist,  as  well 
as  to  those  that  may  now  be  in  possession  of  any  of  the  tracts  referred  to. 

The  Report  thus  concluded : 

11  The  Committee  cannot  close  their  report  without  adverting  to  the 
melancholy  event  which  has  rendered  necessary  its  presentation  by  an- 
other than  their  chairman.  Mr.  Walter  Rutherfurd  who  has  held  that 
position  since  the  establishment  of  the  Committee  in  1860,  has  within  a 
few  days  been  called  away  from  us,  in  all  the  vigor  of  mature  years, 
and  while  occupying  a  sphere  of  extended  usefulness.  It  comes  not 
within  the  province  of  the  Committee  to  comment  on  the  vacancy  his 
death  has  caused  in  his  own  family,  in  a  wide  circle  of  personal  friends, 
and  in  political  and  religious  associations  with  which  he  was  connected ; 
but  so  far  as  refers  to  his  connection  with  this  Society,  they  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  the' members  who  have  so  long  enjoyed  such  satis- 
factory intercourse  with  him  and  recognized  his  worth,  will  long  have 
occasion  to  regret  his  loss. 

"Mr.  Rutherfurd  was  admitted  a  member  in  September,  1846,  and  has 
been  seldom  absent  from  our  meetings  since.  He  ever  took  an  active 
part  in  everything  calculated  to  elevate  the  Society  in  public  estimation, 
aud  to  facilitate  its  operation,  manifesting  at  all  times  those  aspirations 
for  the  right  and  that  due  consideration  for  others,  characteristic  of  the 
Christian  gentleman ;  setting  an  example  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  of 
the  assiduity  with  which  the  good  citizen  should  discharge  his  duties. 
The  committee  would  respectfully  request  that  this  notice  of  his  death 
may  be  entered  upon  the  minutes"— which  was  directed  to  be  done. 
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The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  favorably  on  the  names  of  a 
number  of  gentlemen  which  had  been  referred  to  them,  and  on  balloting 
all  proposed  were  daly  elected.  New  nominations  were  also  received 
and  referred. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  for  the  year  1868,  were  appointed 
by  the  Chair  : 

On  Publications— Richard  S.  Field,  William  A.  Whitehead,  Henry  W. 
Green,  Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.  D.,  aud  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.  D. 

On  the  Library—  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  John  P.  Jackson, 
Martin  R.  Dennis,  with  the  Treasurer  and  officers  residing  in  Newark. 

On  Nominations— Dwid  A.  Hayes,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  and  Rev.  R.  K. 
Rodgers,  D.  D. 

On  Statistics — N.  Norris  Halsted,  F.  Wolcott  Jackson,  Rev.  Samuel 
M.  Hamill,  D.  D.,  C.  M.  Shreeve,  and  Arthur  Ward,  M.  D. 

Messrs.  Bowne  and  Allison  were  appointed  a  committee  to  nominate 
officers  for  the  enduing  year,  and  having  submitted  the  following  list,  it 
was  adopted  unanimously : 


President 

J 
James  Parker Perth  Amboy. 

Vice  Presidents, 

Richard  Field Princeton. 

Henry  W.  Green Trenton. 

John  Rutherftjrd Newark. 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

Wdlliam  A.  Whitehead Newark. 

Recording  Secretary, 

David  A.  Hates Newark. 

Treasurer, 

Robert  S.  Swords Newark. 

Librarian, 

Samuel  H.  Congar . . . Newark. 

Executive  Committee, 

Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.  D Newark. 

Charles  S.  Olden Princeton. 

R.  K.  Rodgers,  D.  D Bound  Brook. 

N.  Norris  Halsted Hudson  Co. 

John  Hall,  D.  D Trenton. 

Samuel  M.  Hamill,  D.  D Lawrencetille. 

John  Clement Haddonjield. 

Charles  C.  Haven Trenton. 

William  B.  Kinney Newark. 
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:    •.  Messrs.  Clement,  of  Had  don  field,  Swords  of  Newark,  and  Haven  of 

Trenton,  offered  suggestions  relative  to  the  acquisition  of  historical  and 
genealogical  manuscripts  known  to  exist  in  different  parts  of  the  State ; 
and  also  as  to  the  best  mode  of  increasing  the  number  of  members. 

Mr.  Whitehead  gave  notice  of  an  intended  amendment  to  the  By- 
Laws  which  he  should  call  up  at  the  next  meeting,  making  the  officers 
of  the  Society  ex-officio  members  of  the  Executive  Committee. 

He  al>o  drew  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  the  very  acceptable  ser- 
vices that  Mr.  Horace  N.  Congar,  the  Secretary  of  State,  had  rendered 
'"  to  all  interested  in  the  history  of  New  Jersey,  by  the  careful  examination 

to  which  the  public  documents  and  records  in  his  office  had  been  sub- 
jected, leading  to  the  preservation,  re-arrangement,  management  and 
binding  ot  much  historical  material  that  heretofore  could  scarcely  be 
said  to  have  been  accessible,  and  offered  the  following  resolution,  "which 
was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  members  of  the  New  Jersey  Histori- 
cal Society  are  due  to  Horace  N.  Congar,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  State,  for 
the  services  rendered  by  him  to  all  interested  in  the  history  of  New 
Jersey,  in  arranging,  binding  and  otherwise  putting  in  a  state  of  preser- 
vation the  documents  and  records  in  his  office,  and  that  he  be  requested 
on  the  completion  of  his  labora,  to  have  a  catalogue  of  the  collection 
r  prepared. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  for  dinner. 

On  reassembling  in  the  afternoon,  Mr.  John  Y.  Foster  of  Newark, 
read  an  exceedingly  interesting  paper  illustrative  of  the  gallantry  of 
the  troops  of  New  Jersey  during  the  late  war,  the  more  prominent  deeds 
of  the  different  arras  of  the  service  being  succinctly  yet  forcibly  pre- 
sented, much  to  the  gratification  of  his  audience. 

On  closing,  Col.  Swords  after  some  preparatory  complimentary,  re- 
marks, moved  the  presentation  of  the  thanks  of  the  Society  to  Mr. 
Foster,  which  were  adopted. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Newark,  on  the  third  Thursday 
of  May  next. 
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ANNOUNCED  JANUARY  16,  1868. 

From  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Historical  Society,  1866-'67.     Published  at  the  charge  of  the 
Peabody  Fund. 
From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  American 

Antiquarian  Society,  April  24,  1867. 
From  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society — Collections  of  the  Minnesota 
Historical  Society  for  1860,  '64,  '67. 
Minnesota,  its  Progress  and  capabilities,  1860-1. 
The  Minnesota  Year  Book  for  1851-2.     By  W.  G.  DeDuc. 
Geology  and  Mineralogy  of  Minnesota,  1848,  '59  and  '64.      By  Col. 
Charles  Whittlesy. 

The  Lesson  of  1860.  A  Sermon,  Feb.  3,  1861.  By  Rev.  Wm. 
Speer.  Baldwin  School,  St.  Paul.  Catalogue  for  1853,  and  Address 
at  the  Dedication  of  the  Edifice. 
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The  Carver  Centenary  at  Carver's  Cave,  1867. 

From  the  New  Hampshire  Historical  Society— Report  of  the  Adjutant 
General,  and  Quarter  Master  General  of  New  Hampshire.     1866. 

From  the  Iowa  State  Historical  Society — The  Annals  of  Iowa,  July,  Oc«  .   . 

tober. 

From  the  Literary  and  Historical  Society  of  Quebec — Transactions,  and 
Papers.     Session  of  1867.     New  Series.    Part  5. 

From  the  New  England  Historic-  Genealogical  Society — Register  and  Anti- 
quarian Journal.     July  and  Oct.,  1867.     Jan.  1868. 

From  the  Chicago  Historical  Society — Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Chicago 
Board  of  Trade.  Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  Chicago  Reform 
School. 

From  the  Long  Island  Historical  Society — Fourth  Annual  Report. 

From  the  Essex  Institute— Historical  Collections.    Vol.  8.    No.  3  and  4. 

From  tlie  Wisconsin  Historical  Society— Report  on  the  Disastrous  Etfects 

of  the  Destruction  of  Forest  Trees  in  Wisconsin.      By  J.  A.  Lapham. 

J.  G.  Knapp  and  B.  Crocker,  Commissioners. 
From  the  Wilmington  Institute— Annual  Report,  18 07. 
From  the  Assistant  in    Charge — Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 

Coast  Survey,  for  the  year  1865. 
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From  the  U.  S.  Interior  Department — Documents  of  the  First  Session  of 

the  Thirty  Ninth  Congress.     35  Volumes. 
From  the  State  of  New  Jersey— Senate  Journal.    Minutes  of  Assembly. 
Legislative  Documents,  and  Laws  of  N.  J.     1867. 

McCarter's  Equity  Reports.    Vol.   15.     Green's  Equity  Reports. 
Yol.  16.      Statutes  at  Large,  and  Treaties  of  the  U.  S.  A.     Second 
|\;-.]i  Session  39th  Congress;  1866-7. 

J  |j  New  Jersey  Law  Report.    Vol.  XXXI. 

From  the  Smithsonian  Institute— Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowl- 
edge.    Vol.  14.    Smithsonian  Collections.    Vol.  6  and  7. 

From  Princeton  College— Triennial  Catalogue.     1866. 
|  ■■:...  Dr.  Duryea's  Commemorative  Address,  and  the  Princeton  Roll  of 

I  /  Honor,  by  Prof.  Cameron. 

&  I  From  Harvard  College— Annual  Report  of  the  President  and  Treasurer. 

•       1866-7. 

From  the  New  Jersey  Agricultural  Society — A  Treatise   on  the  Insect 

Enemies  of  Fruit  and  Fruit  Trees.    By  Dr.  I.  P.  Trimble. 
- 

From  the  Author— The  Baptists  of  Trenton.    An  Historical  Discourse  in 

First  Baptist  Church,  Oct.  1867.    By  D.  Henry  Miller,  D.  D.,  Pastor. 

From  Henry  G.  Darcy— The  New  York  Evening  Post  for  the  years  1831, 
1832,  and  1833,  bound  3  Vols. 

From  Jacob   Weart— Hair  of  John  Hart,  Signer  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence. 

From  C.  C.  Haven — Photograph  of  Head  Quarters  in  Trenton  of  Gen. 
St.  Clair. 

Photograph  of  James  B.  Coleman,  M.  D.,  of  Trenton,  N.  J. 
Photograph  of  Win.  L.  Dayton. 
From  H,  N   Congar,  Secretary  of  State— General  Orders  of  Gov.  Aaron 
Ogden,  April  11th  and  Nov.  16th,  1812  ;  and  General  Orders  of  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  New  Jersey,  Nov.  10th,  1808. 
From  Stockton  Stokes — Photograph  of  Mr.  C.  C.  Haven. 
From  John  Gilmary  Shea — Narrative  of  a  Captivity  among  the  Mohawk 
Indians.     A  Description  of  New  Netherlands  in  1642,  1643,  and  other 
Papers.     By   Father  Isaac  Jaques,   of  the    Society  of  Jesus,  with  a 
Memoir  of  the  Author,  by  J.  G.  Shea. 

A  Description  of  the  Province  and  City  of  New  York  in  1695  ;  By 
John  Miller.      Edited  by  J.  G.  Shea.     1862. 

Collection  of  rare  and  Original  Documents  and  Relations  concerning 
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the  Discovery  and  Conquest  of  America;  chiefly  from  the  Spanish 
Archives.    No.  1.    By  E.  G.  Squier,  M.  A.  F.  S.  A. 

Private  Journal  kept  during  a  Portion  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
by  Margaret  Morris,  of  Burlington,  N.  J.  Privately  Printed.  Phila. 
1836. 

A  Relation  of  the  successful  beginnings  of  the  Lord  Baltimore  Plan- 
tation in  Maryland,  1634. 

'  The  Sot  "Weed  Factor;  or  Voyage  to  Maryland.     1634.    London. 
1708. 

Vocabulary  of  the  Clallam  and  Lummi  Languages.  By  George 
Gibbs. 

A  Grammatical  Sketch  of  the  Heve  Language ,  translated  from  an 
unpublished  Spanish  Manuscript.    By  Buckingham  Smith.     1861. 

A  Dictionary  of  the  Chinook  Jargon,  or  Trade  Language  of  Oregon. 
By  George  Gibbs.     1863. 

Alphabetical  Vocabulary  of  the  Chinook  Language.      By  George 
Gibbs. 
Vocabulary  or  Phrase  Book  of  the  Mutnen  Language.     1862. 
Radical  Words  of   the  Mohawk  Language.     By  Rev.  J.  Bruyas. 
1861. 

A  Bibliographical  Account  of  Catholic  Bibles  and  Testament, 
printed  in  the  United  States.     By  J.  G.  Shea.     1859. 

La  Vie  du  R.  S.  Pierre  Joseph  Maria  Chaumont,  dc  la  Compagnie  de 
Jesus,  Missionare  dan  la  Nouvelle  France,  Tan  1688. 

Relatiou  de  sa  Captivite  parmi  les  Onneiouts  en  1690-1.  Par  le  R. 
P.  Pierre  Milet  de  la  Comp.  de  J.     1864. 

Journal  de  la  Guerre  du  Misisipi  contre  les  Chicachas,  En  1739.     et 
finie  en  1748. 
Extrait  de  la  Relation  des  Avantures  et  Voyage  de  Mathieu  Sagean. 
Relation  des  Missions  a  la  Colonie  Huronne.     1672  et  '73. 
Relation  des  Missions  au  Pais  des  Outaouacs  et  aux  Illinois,  des 
annes  1673  jusquc  en  1679. 

Relation  ou  Journal  du  Voyage   du  R.  P.  Jaques  Gravier,  de  la 
Comp.  dc  J.  in  1700,  depuis  le  pays  des  Illinois  jusqua  l'embouchure 
du  Mississipi. 
Relation  des  Affaires  du  Canada,  en  1696—1702. 
Relation  du  Voyage  des  Premiers  Ursulines  a  la  Nouvelle  Orleans. 
1727. 

Epistola  R.  P.  Druillettes  Societatis  Jesus  Presbyteri,  ad  Dominum 
Joannem  Wintrop,  Scutarium. 
2 
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Recueil  de  Pieces  sur  La  Negotiation  entre  la  Nouvelle  France,  et  la 
Nouvelle  Angleterre,  en  annees  1648  et  suivantes. 

The  Commodities  of  the  Jeand  called  Manati,  or  LoDg  Isle,  which 
l'i'r  is  in  the  Continent  of  Virginia.    Privately  Printed. 

;/  •  ^  Colored  man's  Reminiscences  of  James  Madison,  by  Paul  Jen- 

nings.   Privately  Printed.     (In  all  28  distinct  works.) 
From  Col  R.  S.  Swords— Map  of  Marietta  and  Vicinity  in  Ohio  and 
Virginia.     1854: 
Sgj  Higginson's  Map  of  Europe,  comprising  Sardinia,  Switzerland  and 


HI 
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Italy,  1859. 

Map  of  the  City  of  New  York  and  Island  of  Manhattan.     1811. 

Mitchell's  U.  S.  Traveler's  Guide.  1838.  Stranger's  Guide  to  Phil- 
adelphia.  1810.  Shaw's  TJ.  S.  Directory  for  Travelers  and  Merchants. 
1822.  Spofford's  Packet  Guide  along  the  Line  of  the  IT.  S.  Canals,  &c. 
1824. 

Narratives  of  Two  Families  exposed  to  the  Great  Plague  of  London, 
1G65.     By  John  Scott.     1832. 

Some  Remarkable  Passages  in  the  Life  of  Col.  Gardner.  By  Dodd- 
ridge.    1795. 

Wainwright's  Sermon  on  the  Death  of  Bishop  Hobart.  Sept.  19th. 
1830. 

Pittsburgh,  Ft.  Wayne  and  Chicago  R.  R.  Co,.  1865.  Report. 
Chicago  and  Rock  Island  R.  R.  Co.,  1866.  Report.  Columbia  Col- 
lege  Catalogue.     1866-7. 

Legislative  Documents,  New  Jersey.     1 866. 

Specimens  of  Confederate  Paper  Money  and  Postage  Stamps. 

N.  J.  Agricultural  Society.  Report  for  1866.  List  of  Premiums 
1857. 

N.  J.  Magazine  or  Northern  Monthly  for  1867. 
From  Br.  I.  P.  Trimble — New  Jersey  Legislative  Documents.     1866. 
From  Joel  Munsell — Transactions  of  Albany  Institute.     1867. 

Analysis  of  Principal  Mineral  Fountains  at  Saratoga.  By  R.  L. 
Allen,  M.  D. 

A  Record  of  Yale,  Class  of  1854.  Personal  Statistics  for  thirteen 
years. 

Howard  Townsend,  M.  D.     In  Memoriam.     Died  Jan.  15th,  1867. 

Manual  of  the  Board  of  Public  Instruction  of  Albany. 
From  Hon.  John  Clement — Proceedings,  Constitution,  By-Laws,  &c,  of 
the  Surveyors  Association  of  West  New  Jersey, 
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From  G.  J.  Williams,  Jr.— The  English  Pilot.     Fourth  Book.     List  of 
Subscribers  to  the  Tontine  Coffee  House.     Extrait  du  registre  des  actes 
de  la  Chancellerie  du  Consulat  de  la  Republique  Franchise  at  Neve 
York.    Wm.  Thomas'  Miscellaneous  Books  and  Papers.     1810. 
From  J.  B.  Burnett— 48th  Annual  Report  N.  J.  Deaf  and  Dumb  Insti- 
tute.    1866. 
From  S.  G.  DraTce—  Genealogy  of  Drake,  of  Hampton,  N.  H. 
From  David  Bipley — Genealogy  of  a  part  of  the  Ripley  Family.     By  H. 

W.  Ripley. 
From  William  Duane — History  and  Antiquities  of  Northampton,  Eng. 

land.  By  John  Cole. 
From  Charles  H.  Hart,  of  Philadelphia — The  Life,  adventures  and  unpar- 
alleled Sufferings  of  Andrew  Oehler,  containing  an  account  of  his 
travels  through  France,  Italy,  the  East  and  West  Indies,  his  imprison 
meat  in  France,  &c,  written  by  himself.  Published  at  Trenton. 
1811.  Printed  by  L.  Deane,  New  Brunswick,  and  the  copy -right 
taken  out  by  himself,    pp.  226.     12  mo. 

Original  subscription  Paper  for  procuring  the  Portrait  of  Richard 
Stockton,  for  the  Supreme  Court  Room.  Signed  by  most  of  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Bar  in  1828. 

The  additions  to  the  collections  of  the  Society  since  its  last  meeting, 
number  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  (179),  during  the  year  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-nine,  (259,)  and  the  number  of  volurae3  constituting  the 
Library,  bound  or  ready  for  binding,  is  (5002)  five  thousand  and  two. 


JANUARY  16,  1868. 

FOR  RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 

Frederick  G.  Agens,  Newark. 
Albert  Baldwin,  Newark. 
Samuel  F.  Bigelow,  Newark. 
John  0.  Bolles,  Neicarl: 
David  D.  Buchanan,  Elizabeth* 
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•  MEMBERS  ELECTED. 

Isaac  S.  Buckelew,  Jamesburg. 
William  H.  Blything,  Newark. 
Alexander  Campbell,  Newark. 
Caleb  G.  Crane,  Newark. 
George  W.  N.  Cnstis,  Camden. 
David  A.  Depue,  Newark. 


■'  >'  "William  M.  Force,  Newark, 

■ 

John  T.  Foster,  Newark. 

1  • '   J  R.  Watson  Gilder,  Newark. 


_.  George  A.  Halsey,  Newark. 

Joseph  S.  Halsey,  Neioark. 
Caleb  W.  Harrison,  Newark. 
Albert  M.  Hoi  brook.  Newark. 
sji  ;  j .  Roswell  W.  Holmes,  Newark. 

Charles  H.  Ingalls,  Newark. 


Alexander  H.  Johnson,  Newark. 


Charles  C.  Lathrop,  Delanco. 
John  C.  Littell,  Newark. 
William  B.  Mott,  Newark. 


Samuel  H.  Pennington,  Jr.,  Newark. 
John  M.  Pruden,  Elizabeth. 
Timothy  P.  Ranney,  Newark. 
William  A.  Righter,  Newark. 


Thos.  W.  Satterthwaite,  North  Belleville. 
Alfred  F.  Sears,  Newark. 
John  Gilmary  Shea,  Elizabeth. 
Jacob  R.  Shotwell,  Railway. 
Morgan  L.  Smith,  Newark. 
Sergeant  F.  Stearns,  Newark. 
Samuel  H.  Terry,  Belleville. 
David  H.  Tichenor,  Newark. 
Cornelius  Van  Yorst,  Jersey  City. 

FOR  CORRESPONDING  MEMBER. 

Huntington  W.  Jackson,  Chicago. 


Newark,  May  22, 1868. 
The  Society  met  at  their  rooms  this  day,  in  accordance  with  the  By- 
Laws,  the  first  Vice  President,  Hon.  Richard  S.  Field,  presiding,  John 
Rutherfurd,  Esq.,  the  third  Vice  President  being  also  present. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  the  Recording  Secretary 
and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  submitted  the  correspondence  since  Jan- 
uary, laying  before  the  Society,  letters  from  the  New  England  Historic, 
Genealogical  Society,  the  Essex,  (Mass.)  Institute ;  American  Numis- 
matic Society,  and  the  Historical  Societies  of  Maine  and  Massachusetts, 
acknowledging -the  receipt  of  the  Society's  publications;  from  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior,  Mr.  H.  Phillips,  Jr.,  of  Philadelphia ;  Mr. 
Stuart  T.  Terry,  of  Southhold,  Long  Island  ;  Rev.  John  Hail,  D.  D.,  of 
Trenton,  transmitting  donations  to  the  library :  from  Rev.  E.  W.  Apple- 
ton,  resigning  membership  in  consequence  of  removal  from  the  State; 
from  Mr.  Huntington  W.  Jackson,  of  Chicago,  acknowledging  his  elec- 
tion as  a  Corresponding  Member ;  from  Messrs.  S.  H.  Pennington,  Jr., 
R.  W.  Holmes,  C.  G.  Crane,  F.  G.  Agens,  Wm.  H.  Blything,  A.  Camp- 
bell, C.  W.  Harrison,  Samuel  F.  Bigelow,  T.  P.  Ranney,  Wm.  B.  Mott, 
R.  W.  Gilder,  S.  P.  Stearns,  A.  F.  Sears,  George  A.  Halsey,  Joseph  S. 
Halsey  and  A.  M.  Holbrook,  of  Newark  ;  Mr.  G.  W.  N.  Curtis,  of  Cam- 
den ;  Mr.  J.  R.  Shotwell  of  Rahway  ;  Mr.  I.  S.  Buckelew  of  Jamesburg  ; 
Mr.  D.  D.  Buchanan  of  Elizabeth  and  Messrs.  Samuel  H.  Terry  and 
Thomas  W.  Satterthwaitc  of  Belleville,  acknowledging  their  election  as 
Resident  Members;  from  Mr.  George  H.  Moore,  Librarian  New  York 
Historical  Society,  answering  some  enquiries  relative  to  the  De  Fleury 
Medal  found  in  Princeton  some  years  since ;  from  Mr.  Philemon  Dicker- 
son  of  Trenton,  transmitting  an  original  letter  of  much  interest  from 
Gen.  Washington  to  Dr.  Franklin ;  from  Mr.  I.  S.  Buckelew,  enclosing 
copies  of  the  inscriptions  on  the  head  stones  of  John  Reid,  Col.  John 
Anderson  and  their  wives,  yet  standing  in  the  grave  yard  of  Topanc- 
mus,  near  Freehold ;  from  Rev.  Dr.  Abeel  of  Newark,  an  original  letter 
from  Major  General  Greene  to  Col.  James  Abeel,  dated  Pompton,  Jan. 
9,  1779,  and  other  communications  relating  to  the  operations  of  the 
Society. 

The  Librarian  presented  his  report  of  Books  and  Pamphlets,  seven! 
hundred  in  number,  received  since  the  last  meeting. 
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Q2  MEETING  IN  NEWAKE. 

The  Treasurer  reported  the  balance  of  Cash  in  the  Treasury  as  amount, 
ing  to  $581  65,  of  which  $293  23  belonged  to  the  Library  Fund ;  and 
that  the  invested  funds  irrespective  of  the  Real  Estate  and  Publications 
of  the  Society  for  sale  amounted  to  $1,120  00. 

Dr.  S.  H.  Pennington  submitted  the  following  report  of  the  Execu- 


"  Nothing  has  occurred  within  the  scope  of  the  ordinary  duties  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society,  requiring 
HP  their  special  attention,  or  calling  for  a  report  at  this  time. 

"  The  lamented  decease  of  the  venerable  and  honored  President  of  the 
Society,  Hon.  James  Parker,  who  peacefully  closed  a  long  and  useful 
life  of  ninety -two  years,  at  Perth  Amboy,  on  the  1st  of  April  last, 
seemed  to  the  Committee  to  call  for  some  official  notice  by  an  institu- 
tion with  whose  origin  and  whole  history  his  name  had  been  so  inti- 
mately associated.  In  accordance  with  the  precedent,  established  in  the 
case  of  his  distinguished  predecessor,  the  Committee,  therefore,  made 
announcement  of  his  death  to  the  members  of  the  Society,  through  the 
public  papers,  accompanied  with  the  following  brief  account  of  his  val- 
uable services  to  the  Society  and  the  State  : 

"  Mr.  Parker  cordially  co-operated  in  the  formation  of  the  Society, 
being  among  the  first  to  sanction  its  organization,  considering  it  'an 
honorable  pride  which  would  lead  us  to  put  on  record  the  scattered  and 
neglected  evidences  of  our  history.'  He  was  made  one  of  its  Yice  Pres- 
idents and  annually  re- elected  until  the  death  of  Judge  Horn  blower," 
whom  he  succeeded  as  President,  and  ever  manifested  a  deep  interest  in 
its  prosperity,  as  a  society  calculated  to  perpetuate  whatever  of  the  past 
or  present  might  redound  to  the  honor  of  the  State.  .    • 

."  But  not  only  as  a  member  of  this  Society  is  bis  name  deserving  of  a 
place  in  the  memory  of  his  associates.  As  Jerseymen,  they  cannot  but 
reflect  with  satisfaction  upon  the  fact  that  his  career  throughout  its 
whole  course,  has  been  singularly  identified  with  the  progress  of  the 
State  he  so  highly  prized,  having  been  born  in  1776,  shortly  before  the 
adoption  of  the  first  Constitution,  and  been  intimately  connected,  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  with  its  affairs  :  his  sterling  qualities  and  great 
abilities  having  been  always  devoted  to  fostering  and  advancing  its  best 
interests. 

"As  a  member  of  the  Legislature — as  a  representative  of  the  State  in 
Congress — as  an  able  and  efficient  co-operator  in  many  public  institu- 
tions and  public  enterprises,  he  always  exhibited  the  highest  fidelity  to 
the  trusts  reposed  in  him,  uniting  with  great  personal  integrity,  and  a 
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thorough  appreciation  of  the  responsibilities  of  the  citizen,  and  perform- 
ing all  his  duties  as  such  -with  an  eye  single  to  the  good  of  the  State 
and  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-men.  Such  men  are  rare  and  such  examples 
merit  our  earnest  consideration." 

The  Committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

1st.  That  the  foregoing  report  be  entered  on  the  minutes  as  the  ex- 
pression of  the  members  of  this  Society  of  their  high  estimate  of  the 
public  character  and  services  of  their  late  venerated  President,  Hon. 
James  Parker,  deceased ;  and  that,  in  connection  therewith,  they  would 
record  their  sense  of  his  exalted  personal  worth,  the  affectionate  esteem 
they  have  always  entertained  for  him  as  a  gentleman  and  a  friend,  and 
the  reverential  regard  with  which  they  desire  ever  to  cherish  the  mem- 
ory of  his  private  .virtues  and  his  public  example. 

2d.  That  his  honor,  Judge  Field,  be  respectfully  requested  to  prepare 
a  memoir  of  our  lately  deceased  President,  to  be  read  at  a  future  meet- 
ing of  the  Society,  published  with  its  proceedings  and  preserved  in  its 
archives.  R 

On  motion  of  Col.  Robert  S.  Swords,  seconded  by  the  Hon.  Wm.  B. 
Kinney,  the  Report  was  accepted  and  the  resolutions  unanimously 
adopted. 

Mr.  Whitehead,  from  the  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  presented  * 
the  following  report : 


"  The  Committee  on  the  Library  referring  to  the  report  of  the  Libra- 
rian for  a  statement  of  the  additions  made  to  the  Library  since  the  last 
meeting,  would  state  that  through  the  attention  of  the  Treasurer,  the 
rooms  of  the  Society  have  been  open  to  visitors  for  several  hours  a'most 
every  day  during  the  winter,  when  he,  or  the  Librarian  has  been  person- 
ally present,  the  Library  Fund  not  yet  warranting  employment  of  a  per- 
manent assistant.  The  amount  at  present  available  from  subscriptions 
to  that  fund,  chargeable  as  it  with  the  rent  of  the  rooms,  and  other  in- 
cidental expenses,  is  inadequate  to  meet  further  calls,  yet  the  members 
must  recognize  the  propriety  of  having  the  Library  always  in  a  condi- 
tion of  usefulness,  aud  the  Committee  consequently  feel  justified  in  urg- 
ing, again,  greater  liberality  towards  the  fund.  It  is  not  just  that  a  few 
members  should  bear  the  expense  of  what  is  for  the  good  of  all — nor  is 
it  creditable  that  the  historical  and  literary  treasures  which  have  been 
secured  with  the  view  to  the  more  perfect  illustration  of  our  history 
should  be  kept  in  an  inaccessible  depository.  The  subscriptions  at  pres- 
ent expire  as  follows  :  $50  in  1869,  $335  in  1870,  and  $175  in  1878; 
and  it  is  desirable  that  further  subscriptions  for  five  years  should  be  at 
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:    ..  .  once  secured,  in  order  that  the  Committee  may  be  enabled  to  prosecute 

their  plans  for  increasing  the  facilities  for  research.  Among  other  pur- 
poses in  view  is  the  binding  of  the  large  and  interesting  collection  of 
newspapers,  the  accumulation  of  several  years ;  and  preliminary  steps 
have  already  been  taken  towards  the  arrangement  of  the  New  Jersey 
papers,  which  during  the  late  war  were  preserved  as  being  the  only  de- 
positories of  innumerable  local  items,  that  in  years  to  come  will  possess 
peculiar  interest.    The  whole  collection  will  be  bound  up  as  rapidly  as 

3  3    :  the  condition  of  the  fund  will  allow. 

lm    .. 

It  was  announced  to  the  Society  at  its  last  meeting  that  Mr.  John 
Rutherfurd,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  had  deposited  in  the  Library  a 
number  of  volumes  containing  in  manuscript  the  Journals  of  the  British 
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j  House  ot  Commons,  during  the  last  three  years  of  the  reign  of  Charles 

I,  and  the  first  year  of  the  Commonwealth ;  and  it  has  been  deemed  ad- 

!     "  visable  by  the  Committee  to  submit  a  more  particular  statement  respect- 

in"-  these  interesting  volumes,  with  a  brief  notice  of   their  probable 


history. 

In  the  New  York  Gazette  of  February  24th,  1752,  may  be  seen  an  ad- 
vertisement by  one  Sidney  Breese,  to  this  effect : 

11  Lately  imported  from  London,  72  volumes  in  folio,  all  manuscript, 
"  neatly  bound,  gilt  and  lettered,  being  the  Minutes  of  the  House  of 
11  Commons  for  about  40  years,  from  which  many  Presidents  may  be 
"quoted,  very  useful  to  this  or  any  other  Province;  they  were  part  Of. 
"  the  Duke  of  Chandois'  Library." 

Of  these  seventy-two  volumes,  twelve  are  in  our  Library,  sixteen  are  in 
the  possession  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  and  nine  are  in  the 
library  of  the  Quebec  Literary  and  Historical  Society.  Of  the  other 
thirty-five  volumes  nothing  is  known.  Those  in  Quebec  were  received 
at  different  times  from  William  Smith,  a  Son  of  the  Provincial  historian 
of  New  York,  and  at  one  time  its  Chief  Justice ;  those  in  New  York 
were  derived  principally  from  Govenor  William  Livingston,  and  those 
we  have  are  from  the  Library  of  James  Alexander. 

Mr.  George  H.  Moore,  the  Librarian  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
in  a  letter  to  our  Corresponding  Secretary,  ventures  to  suggest  that  the 
whole  set  was  secured  by  James  Alexander,  at  or  about  the  time  of  its  im- 
portation, and  that  through  him.  the  other  two  gentlemen  named  above 
may  have  become  possessed  of  portions  of  it,  as  the  three  were  intimately 
associated— constituting,  as  they  are  justly  styled  by  Mr.  Moore,  an 
*  illustrious  triumvirate."    There  is  nothing  in  the  circumstances  of  the 


MEETING    IN  TRENTON. 


65 


times  rendering  this  conjecture  improbable,  but  it  would  seem  more 
likely,  if  all  the  volumes  were  originally  in  the  possession  of  one  of  the 
three,  that  it  should  have  been  Livingston,  for  in  1752  he  was  Editor  of 
"The  Independent  Reflector,"  in  New  York,  and  may  have  thought  that 
the  Minutes  would  be  of  service  to  him  in  his  editorial  labors. 

But  there  is  room  for  another  supposition  which  the  Committee 
think  worthy  of  consideration,  namely,  that  the  set  was  not  sold  intact, 
but  disposed  of  in  such  lots  as  parties  chose  to  purchase,  each  purchaser 
taking  his  volumes  in  succession,  and  that  a  larger  number  of  gentle- 
men may  have  been  interested  than  the  three  who  have  been  named. 

This  supposition  is  confirmed  by  what  is  said  in  a  critical  notice  of 
the  volumes  in  the  possession  of  the  New  York  Society,  by  James  Bow- 
doin,  written  in  1829,  and  published  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society  Collections,  Yol.  II,  3d  Series.  Mr.  Bo'wdoin  says  that  Mr.  Pint- 
ard,  who  in  1810  was  Librarian  or  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Society, 
received  a  part  of  them  from  the  Hon.  Elias  Boudinot  of  New  Jersey, 
and  a  part  from  Governor  John  Jay,  who  received  them  from  Governor 
Livingston ;  that  subsequently  Mr.  Pintard  purchased  some  at  auction 
and  others  were  obtained  through  another  source.  The  fact,  too, 
that  there  are  missing  volumes  in  each  of  the  discovered  portions  of  the 
set  is  also  confirmatory  of  the  correctness  of  this  supposition.  Ex- 
cepting these  breaks  each  extends  over  a  connected  period  of  time ; 
thus  the  nine  volumes  in  the  possession  of  the  Quebec  Society  allude 
to  dates  between  August  Gth,  1G42,  and  Debember  9th,  1646  ;  those  in 
our  possession  are  of  dates  as  follows  : 

I.  April  13,  1647  to  May  27,  1047. 
II.  May  28,  1647  to  July,  1G47. 

(July  to  November  wanting.) 

III.  November  13,  1647  to  December  27,  1647. 

(Dec.  28,  1647,  to  Jan.  31,  1648,  wanting.) 

IV.  February  1,  1G48  to  March  21,  1648. 
V.  March  25,  1648,  to  May  18,  1648. 

YI.  May  19,  1648,  to  July  1,  1648. 
VII.  July  3,  1648,  to  August  16,  1648. 
VIII.  August  17,  1648,  to  September  23,  1648. 
IX.  September  25,  1648,  to  November  22,  1648. 
X.  November  23,  1648,  to  February  8,  1648-9. 

(February  9,  to  May  23  wonting.) 
XI.  May  24,  1649,  to  July  14,  1049. 

(July  15,  to  October  8,  1649,  wanting.) 
XH.  October  9,  1649,  to  January  19,  1649-50. 
3 
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k  ;  and  those  in  New  York  cover  the  period  from  March  25.  1G50,  to  July 

80,  1661,  and  an  odd  volume  extends  from  February  15,  1677,  to  Jan- 
uary 15,  1677-8.    It  ha*  not  been  thought  Decessary  to  extend  the  exam- 

"•  ;  ination  so  far  as  to  discover  what  portion,  or  how  many,  of  the  breaks 

in.our  series  may  be  due  to  adjournments  or  prorogations. 

Prior  to  the  discovery  by  Mr.  Moore  of  tbe  advertisement  in  the  New 
York  Gazette,  there  were  many  conjectures  current  as  to  the  time  and 
manner  of  the  arrival  of  these  volumes  in  America.  Some  were  dis- 
posed to  regard  them  as  having  travelled  hither  with  the  Regicides  who 

>* |  sought  a  rsfuge  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  although  not  such  volumes 

as  would  now  be  classed  with  the  light  literature  selected  ordinarily  to 
relieve  the  ennui  of  a  sea  voyage,  and  those  in  Quel  sec  actually  bear  on 
them  an  inscription,  written,  it  is  said,  by  Chief  Justice  Smith,  to  the 
effect  that  they  belonged  "  to  the  Regicide  Goffe,  who  fled  to  America 
on  the  Restoration."     Another  conjecture  hazarded  was,  that  all  the  vol- 

•    i  umes  were  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Cornbury's  widow,  who,  needing 

money,  sold  them  to  the  lawyers  of  New  York.  It  is  scarcely  necessary 
to  say  that  there  is  nothing  to  warrant  either  of  these  conjectures. 
The  importation  at  the  time  stated,  1752,  was  p  obably  a  speculation  on 
the  part  of  "  Mr.  Sydney  Breese,"  who  finding  his  elephant  hard  to  dis- 
pose of  as  a  whole,  was  glad  to  deposit  fragments  of  it  in  the  hands  of 
any  purchaser. 

There  can  be  no  question  of  their  authenticity.  They  are  veritable 
contemporaneous  copies  of  the  Commons  Journals.  Of  this  the  water 
marks  in  the  paper  afford  abundant  evidence.  Mr.  Bowdoin,in  his  elab- 
orate paper,  gives  an  account  of  the  marks  found  in  the  original  min- 
utes which  are  preserved  in  England,  corresponding  with  the  marks 
found  in  these  volumes.  The  marks  themselves  are  <»f  interest,  as  they 
record  the  change  from  the  royal  arms  to  the  fool's  cap  and  bells,  which 
gave  to  "  fool's  cap  "  paper  so  called,  its  name  ;  for  it  is  said  that  this 
designation  originated  in  the  suppression  by  Parliament,  under  Crom- 
well, of  the  royal  arms  used  as  marks  by  those  enjoying  the  monopoly  of 
paper  making,  and  the  substitution,  by  order,  of  a  head  decorated  with 
bells.  These,  however,  gave  place  to  the  arms  again  on  the  restoration 
of  royalty,  and  even  before  that  event  were  superseded  by  other 
marks. 

As  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  have  all  been  printed, 
these  volumes  have  not  the  value  they  would  otherwise  possess.  Still, 
in  the  absence  of  a  printed  copy,  they  offer  to  the  student  of  a  most 
eventful  period  of  English  history  interesting  glimpses  of  what  trans- 
pired "  behind  the  scenes,"  as  it  were,  and  an  opportunity  of  tracing 
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particular  events  back  to  their  respective  starting  points  in  the  resolves 
of  Parliament.  That  portion  of  the  set  which  we  have  possesses  parti- 
cular interest,  covering  as  it  does  the  period  made  so  prominent  by  the 
trial  and  execution  of  Charles  I,  furnishing  in  the  details  of  business 
before  the  Commons  many  items,  curious  and  important,  not  alluded  to 
in  current  histories  of  the  time. 

As  may  be  seen  by  the  members,  these  volumes,  considering  their 
great  age,  are  in  fair  condition,  and  sufficient  of  the  gilt  ornamentation 
remains  to  render  it  probable,  as  stated  in  the  advertisement  of  1752, 
that  they  originally  belonged  to  an  Earl's  library,  an  earl's  coronet  and 
a  crest  (an  eagle  with  wings  extended,)  being  discernible  on  the  back  of 
each." 

31k.  Hayes  from  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  reported  favorably 
upon  a  number  of  names  referred  to  them  of  candidates  for  Resident 
Membership,  who  were  duly  elected  by  ballot,  and  several  new  nomina- 
tions were  received  and  referred. 

Col.  Swords  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Society  should  proceed  to 
the  election  of  a  President,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  the  Hon.  James  Parker,  but  after  som  e  discussion,  in  which  Messrs. 
Whitehead,  Hayes,  Swords,  Rev.  Dr.  Abeel  and  the  Chairman  participat- 
ed, it  was  withdrawn — it  being  considered  advisable  to  postpone  filling 
the  vacancy  until  the  annual  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  P.  Jackson,  the  Society  then  took  a  recess,  to 
allow  the  members  and  strangers  present  to  examine  the  collections  of 
the  Society,  and  to  partake  of  the  collation  prepared  in  one  of  the 
rooms. 

On  re-assembling  at  half-past  2  P.  M.,  Mr.  Whitehead  called  up  the 
amendment  to  the  4th  Article  of  the  Constitution,  of  which  he  had 
given  notice  at  the  last  meeting,  and  it  was  adopted  as  follows : 

IV.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President,  first,  sacond  and 
third  Vice  Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  Recording  Secretary, 
Treasurer,  and  Librarian ;  and  there  shall  be  an  Executive  Committee 
consisting  of  the  officers  ex-ojficio,  and  nine  members  to  be  annually 
elected. 

Col.  Swohds  offered  a  resolution  providing  for  a  meeting  in  Septem- 
ber, which  after  some  modification  was  adopted  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  take  into  consider- 
ation the  propriety  of  holding  a  meeting  of  the  Society  in  September,  and  that 
should  they  think  it  advisable  they  be  authorized  to  appoint  the  place  and  day 
therefor. 


68  MEETING  IN  NEWARK. 

'..  ..  Col.  Swords  also  presented  in  behalf  of  Mb.  Phineas  Jones  of  New- 

ark, a  singular  natural  bottle,  formed  of  conglomerate  rock,  which  had 
been  found  by  a  soldier  during  the  war  at  Georgetown,  D.  C,  and  from 

jl-  :j  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Conoveb,  a  lithographic  copy  of  the  Virginia  Ordinance  of 

Secession  with  the  signatures  mfac  simile,  and  a  copy  of  the  "  Richmond 
Sentinel,"  issued  April  3d,  1862 ;  and  from  Mrs.  Swords  a  large  number 
of  the  General  orders  of  General  Washington,  while  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Expedition  for  the  suppression  of  the  Whiskey  Insurrec- 
j  tion  in  Pennsylvania  in  1794. 

Professor  James  C.  Moffat,  D.  D.,  of  Princeton,  then  read  to  the 
Society  a  highly  interesting  and  suggestive  paper  "  On  the  planting  of 
the  Churches  in  America,"  that  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention, 
and  for  which  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  cordially  returned. 
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The  Society  then  adjourned. 
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FROM  GEO.  H.  MOORE,  ESQ.,  OF  N.  Y.  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

Library,  New  York,  Jan.  21,  1868. 
William  A.  Whitehead,  Esq., 

My  Dear  Sir  :—  *  *  *  *  *  As  to  the  Fleury  Medal,*  it 
is  certainly  not  in  this  collection,  and  I  have  no  recollection  of  its  ever  hav- 
ing been  exhibited  here,  by  anybody.  I  know  Dr.  Torrey  very  well,  and 
shall  at  once  make  inquiry  respecting  it.  We  shall  be  very  glad  to  have 
it,  of  course. 

I  have  received  your  last  number  of  Proceedings,  and  am  bound  in  all 
candor  to  say  that  I  think  you  were  a  little  "  out  of  the  record"  in  your 
assignment  of  error — for  your  letter  admits  all  I  said  to  be  true  t.  If  you 
will  re-examine  my  communication  to  the  Historical  Magazine,  you  will 
find  that  I  stated  certain  facts  about  which  there  can  be  no  doubt. 

They  "  show  conclusively"  that  Philip  Carteret,  about  1667  and  1682, 
and  Philip  Carteret's  widow  in  1684  did  understand  the  lands  referred 
to  on  Staten  Island  to  be  within  the  cognizance  and  jurisdiction  of  New 
York— to  whose  authorities  they  looked  for  title  then. 

I  expressed  no  opinion  concerning  the  respective  rights,  legal,  equita- 
ble or  moral,  absolute  or  relative  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  either 
to  the  soil  or  jurisdiction  of  Staten  Island.  I  am  no  believer  in  opin- 
ions. Facts  are  the  materials  of  history.  Opinions  are  at  best  nothing 
but  evidence  of  individual  judgment,  or  want  of  it,  concerning  histori- 
cal questions. 

Very  truly  yours, 

GEO.  H.  MOORE. 

P.  S.— Jan.  29,  1868.  I  have  retained  this  letter  until  I  should  hear 
from  Dr.  Torrey,  to  whom  I  wrote  the  same  day.  His  reply  has  come  to 
hand  to-day,  and  I  enclose  a  copy,  which  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  satis- 
factory. You  are  doubtless  aware  that  there  are  other  copies  extant  of 
the  Fleury  Medal.  G.  H.  M. 


*See  pages  49  and  $1.  The  medal  found  at  Princeton,  N.  J.,  was  thought  to 
have  been  deposited  by  Dr.  Torrey  in  the  collection  of  the  New  York  Historical 
Society. 

t  See  pages  23  and  34. 
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PROF.  JOHN  TORREY  TO  GEO.  H.  MOORE. 

New  York,  Jan.  21st,  1868. 
My  Dear  Sir  :— On  my  return  from  Washington  this  evening,  I  re- 
ceived your  letter  of  to-day,  making  inquiry  respecting  a  silver  medal 
found  some  years  ago  at  Princeton,  N.  J.  It  was  discovered  in  a  gar- 
den in  that  town,  by  a  boy,  who  supposed  it  to  be  a  counterfeit  dollar, 
and  took  it  to  the  Princeton  Bank,  having  seen  there,  on  the  counter, 
some  curious  coins,  and  expecting  to  get  some  trifle  for  his  prize.    Mr. 
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H.  Smith,  who  was  at  the  time  cashier  of  the  bank,  saw  that  it  was  sil- 

!■  j  <  \  ver,  but  did  not  know  its  interesting  history  until  Col.  Wm."  Alexander 

examined  it.    He  gave  the  boy  a  silver  dollar  for  the  piece,  and  kept  it 
for  a  year  or  more,  showing  it  to  persons  who  dropped  in  on  business. 
■\ ; ;  Afterwards  he  made  a  present  of  it  to  me,  and  I  gave  it  to  my  friend, 

Mr.  Robert  L.  Stuart,  who  has  it  now  in  his  valuable  cabinet. 
'  •  ".  I  showed  it  to  the  Cincinnati  Society,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt 

that  it  is  the  original  medal  struck  by  order  of  Congress  for  Col.  de 
Fleury. 

It  is  supposed  to  have  been  lost  by  the  person  who  had  it  in  charge  at 
the  time  that  Congress  met  for  a  short  time  in  Princeton.  I  never,  until 
I  received  your  letter,  heard  that  it  was  to  be  shown  to  the  Historical 
Society.  It  was  voluntarily  offered  to  me  by  Mr.  Smith,  who  pur- 
chased it  of  the  boy.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  whole  story  respecting  the 
Fleury  Medal.  It  never  reached  its  destination,  and,  at  this  late  day,  I 
suppose  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  the  proper  heir  among  the  descend- 
ants of  the  gallant  Colonel.  *  *  *      .       *  * 

I  remain  yours,  truly, 

JOHN  TORREY. 
Geo.  H.  Moore,  Esq. 

You  are  aware,  perhaps,  that  a  notice  of  this  medal,  and  a  wood  cut 
of  it,  are  given  in  one  of  Lossing's  volumes,  prepared  while  the  piece 
was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Smith.  0 

***  The  following  is  a  description  of  the  medal : 

A  figure  of  Victory,  standing  on  a  rampart,  with  a  drawn  sword  in 

one  hand,  and  a  flag-staff  in  the  other,  with  the  colors  under  one  foot, 

bearing  the  following  legend  and  inscription  ; 

YlRTUTIS   ET   AUDACIAE    MONUM  ET    PRAEVIUM. 

D.  De  Fleurv,  equitigalio. 
'  Primo  Super  Muros. 
Resp.  Americ  d.  d. 
On  the  reverse  is  a  picture  of  Stony  Point,  with  ships  id  front,  with 
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the  following  legend  and  inscription  : 

Aggeres  Paludes  H0STE8  VICTL 

Stony  Pt   Expugn. 
xv.  Jul.  mdcclxxix. 


INSCRIPTIONS 

On  Tomb  Stones  in  "Topa.nemus"  Grave  Yard, 

(Near  Freehold,  N.  J.) 


71 


Received  from  J.  8.  Buclcelew,  Esq. 


"Here  lies  the  body  of  Iohn 

Reid  who  came  from 

Scotland  his  native  Country 

with  his  Wife  Margaret,  and 

three  daughters  to  New  Jersey, 

the  19th  of  Dec.  Anno  Dom.  1683. 

He  died  16th  of  Nov.  Anno  Dom. 

1723.     Aged  67  Years." 


Here  lies  inter'd  dy  body 

of  Margaret,  the  wife 

of  Iohn  Reid 

Who  died  the  first  of 

May,  Anno  Do.  1728. 

Aged  84  years. 

She  was  pious,  prudent 

and  charitable. 


Under 
Here  lyes  the  body  of 
Coll.  John  Anderson, 
Once    President    of   his    Majesty's 

Council  for  the  Province  of 

New  Jersey.      Who   departed  'this 

life  March  28th,  ADno  Do.  1736. 

Aged  71   years. 

His  Country's  true  friend 

obliging  to  neighbors, 
Gave  no  man  offence 

paid  each  for  their  labors, 
Was  easie  at  home,  or 

abroad  dare  appear, 
Gave  each  man  his  dues 

and  no  man  did  fear, 
The  same  in  all  stations 
From  flattery  far. 


Here  lies  inter'd  dy  body 

of  Anna,  the  wife  of 

Coll.  John  Anderson,  and 

daughter  of  Iohn  Reid, 

who  departed  this  life 

the  6th  of  July 

Anno  Dom.  1723. 

Aged  43  years. 


il 


LETTER    FEOM    QUARTERMASTER    GENERAL   NATHANIEL 
GREENE,  TO  COL.  JAMES  ABEEL. 

Received  from  Rev.   Gustavcs  Abeel,  D.   D. 

Pompton,  June  4tb,  1779,  6  o'clock,  P.  3L 
Dear  Sir:— It  is  just  as  I  apprehended,  the  Troops  here  arc  entirely 
without  provisions  and  are  to  march  early  in  the  morning. 
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i  .' ; 

|  *..  .;  I  am  to  request  therefore  that  you  exert  your  whole  influence  to  for 

l"  ward  us  as  large  a  supply  as  possible.     Call  upon  the  Magistrates  to 

exert  themselves  on  this  ocasion.  There  never  has  been  an  object  of 
equal  importance  contested  since  the  beginning  of  the  War  as  the  Gar- 
rison at  West  Point.  On  that  alone  depends  the  communication  be-, 
tween  the  Eastern  &  Western  States.  It  will  be  impossible  for  us  to 
give  succouer  to  that  place  without  provisions.  I  hope  therefore  when 
the  Magistrates  consider  how  important  the  object  is  and  on  whom  the 
blame  will  fall  that  no  stone  will  be  left  unturned  to  give  us  the  neces- 

T#M  sary  supplies  of  provision.     Morris  County  stands  high  in  the  list  of 

fame  I  hope  their  reputation  will  not  suffer  for  want  of  due  exertion 

J  0i\  upon  this  occasion.    'As  the  army  is  marching  constantly  from  the  Mag- 

azines there  will  be  a  dayly  increase  of  provisions  necessary.  Great 
events  depend  often  on  little  circumstances  dont  let  industry  be  wantiDg 
on  this  occasion.  I  am  sir 


t  ?.»• 
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Your  humble  ser't 
..;;  NATH.  GREENE,  Q.  M.  G. 

;  i : ;  The  army  marches  by  Ring  Wood. 

Address. 

"  On  public  service," 
"  Col.  James  Abale,  D.  Q.  M.  G.,  Morristown." 
"Express." 

FROM  PHIL.  DICKINSON,  ESQ. 

Trenton,  May  12th,  1868.  • 
Wm.  A".  Whitehead,  Esq  , 

Dear  Sir  :— I  transmit  herewith  an  original  letter  from  Gen.  Wash- 
ington to  Dr.  Franklin,  which,  I  think,  you  will  find  interesting.  It  was 
obtained  recently  from  a  near  relative  of  mine,  residing  outside  of  Phil- 
adelphia, whose  father  was  much  |in  the  family  of  Dr.  Franklin  while 
the  latter  was  in  Paris. 

Gen.  Washington  seems  to  have  wielded  the  pen  with  the  same  skill 
as  the  sword.  The  letter  appears  to  me  a  perfect  model  in  language 
expression,  and  flow  of  ideas  suited  to  the  subject. 

I  am  desirous  of  presenting  it  to  the  Historical  Society  of  New  Jer- 
sey, for  preservation  among  its  archives. 

I  am,  Very  truly  yours, 

PHIL.  DICKINSON. 


MEETING  IN  TBENTON. 
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Letter  from  Gen.  Washington  to  Dr.  B.  Franklin,  received  from  Mr. 

Mr.  Dickinson.  ! 

Bergen  County,  in  the  } 
State  of  New  Jersey,  Oct  9th,      \ 
v  1780.  ; 

Deab  Sir  : — I  was  very  much  obliged  by  the  letter  which  you  did  me  t 

the  honor  to  write  me  by  our  amiable  young  friend  the  Marquis  De  La-  ■ :   ;-       '  v 

Fayette,  whose  exertions  to  serve  this  Country  in  his  own  are  additional       T;  \i-fc-  .  •'   < { 

proofs  of  his  zealous  attachment  to  our  cause,  and  has  endeared  him  to  >  .  M*fZ&(p  & 

:usstillmore.  "f  v>  "     :'  '  "/V! l    '  ^   :  ir h  '  *  '•  "'•       '■  <  :    •      5f#*$ 

He  came  out  flushed  with  expectations  of  a  decisive  campaign  and 

H    fired  with  hopes  of  acquiring  fresh  laurels,  but  in  both  he  has  been  dis-  •  :vr.-£?r: 

appointed;  for  we  have  been  condemned  to  an  inactivity  as  inconsistent  ;•    '3wf™ 


with  the  situation  of  affairs  as  with  the  ardor  of  his  temper.     "  ]  V:.  ";.r ' 

T  I  am  sensible  of  all  I  owe  you  my  Dear  Sir  for  your  sentiments  of  me, 
and  while  I  am  happy  in  your  esteem,  I  cannot  but  wish  for  occasions  of 
giving  you  marks  of  mine. 

The  idea  of  making  a  tour  together,  which  you  suggest  after  the  war,  . 

would  be  one  of  the  strongest  motives  I  could  have  to  postpone  my  plan 
of  retirement  and  make  a  visit  to  Europe,  if  my  domestic  habits  which 
seem  to  acquire  strength  from  restraint  did  not  tell  me,  I  shall  find  it 
impossible  to  resist  them  longer  than  my  duty  to  the  public  calls  for  the 
sacrifice  of  my  inclinations. 

I  doubt  not  you  are  so  fully  informed  by  Congress  of  our  political  and 
military  state  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  trouble  you  witb  anything 

relative  to  either If  I  were  to  speak  on  topics  of  the  kind  it  would 

be  to  show  that  our  present  situation  makes  one  of  two  things  essential 
to  us — a  Peace — or  the  most  vigorous  aid  of  our  allies  particularly  in 

the  article  of  money. Of  their  disposition  to  serve  us  we  cannot  doubt; 

their  generosity  will  do  anything  their  means  will  permit. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  the  preservation  of  your  useful  life  and  for 
every  happiness  that  can  attend  you  which  a  sincere  attachment  can 
dictate, 

I  am — My  Dear  Sir — 

Yr.  Most  Obed't  H'ble  Serv. 

G°.  WASHINGTON. 
His  Excell'y 

Doc.  B.  Franklin. 


I ;-.  '•:  imtstimts 

jj  ANNOUNCED  MAT   21,   1868. 
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From  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society — The  influence  of  History  on  Indi- 
vidual and  National  Action.  Annual  Address  before  the  Society, 
Jan.  30,  1868.    By  Paul  A.  Chadbourne,  M.  D.    Proceedings  of  the 

|  >  j  meeting  Dec.  21, 1867. 

t  From  the  Iowa  Historical  Society— Annals  of  Iowa,  Jan.  and  April,  1868. 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society  at 
the  Annual  Meeting,  Oct.  21,  1867. 

From  the  Eesex  Institute— Historical  Collections  of  the  Institute,  Vol.  8, 
•No.  4,  Dec.  1866. 

From  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society — Addresses  of  Hon.  N. 
P.  Wilder,  President  of  the  Society,  and  Proceedings  of  Meetings  Jan. 
1  and  16,  1868,  also  the  Hist,  and  Gen.  Register  for  April,  1868. 

From  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society — Annual  Beportread  Jan.  20, 1868. 

From  the  Chicago  Historical  Society — 13th  Annual  Report  of  Chicago 
Board  of  Education. 

From  the  Department  of  the  Intericr — Documents  Second  Session  39th 
Congress,  32  vols. 

From  the  Department  of  State — Diplomatic  Correspondence,  3  vols.  Stat- 
utes at  Large.    1st  session  40th  Congress,  1867. 

From  Gov.  M.  L.  Ward—  New  Jersey  in  the  Rebellion.  Ry  John  T. 
Foster. 

From  U.  S.  Department  of  Education — American  Ethnology.  A  Paper 
on  a  General  Society  for  the  Study  of  American  Antiquities. 

From  Hon.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen — Report  of  Coast  Survey,  1865.  Report 
of  Department  of  Agriculture,  1866,  and  Congressional  Globe,  3  vols. 

From  the  Authors—  Discours  de  L.  Hon.  Louis  Joseph  Papineau  a  Y 
occasion  du  23  erne  Anniversare  de  la  Fondation  de  Llnstitut  Cana- 
dian, le  17,  Dec.  1867. 

The  Financial  Economy  of  the  United  States  illustrated,  and  some  of 
the  Causes  which  retard  the  Progress  of  California  Demonstrated, 
with  a  Relevant  Appendix.     By  John  Alexander  Ferris,  A.  M.     1867. 

"The  State  of  the  Union." — A  Sermon  delivered  at  Stewartville,  New 
Jersey,  May  19,th,  1861,  by  Rev.  Geo.  C.  Bush. 


I        Catalogue  of  the  Cliosophic  Society.     1765-1857. 

Memorial  of  the  Rev.  John  McDowell,  D.  D.     By  Rev.  M.  C.  Sutphen, 

with  Addresses  delivered  at  the  Funeral,  Feb.  18,  18G3. 
An  Eulogy  on  the  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Woodward,  of  Dartmouth  University, 

By  Cyrus  Perkins,  M.  D.     1868. 
Celebration  of  the  Forty-Fifth  Anniversary  of  the  First  Settlement  of 

Cincinnati  and  the  Miami  Country,  on  2Cth  Dec,  1833,  by  Natives  of 

Ohio. 
Ohio  Boys  in  Dixie:  the  Adventures  of  Twenty-Two  Scouts  sent  by 

Gen.  0.  M.  Mitchell,  to  destroy  a  Rail  Road. 

1 
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DONATIONS.  75 

Baccalaureate  Addres3 — Class  of  1867  and  Inaugural  Address,  at  the 
14th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association,  Indiana, 
Dec.  2pth,  1867;  and  the  Early  History  of  Presbyterianism  in  Morris 
County,  N.  J.  By  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D.,  President  Wabash 
College. 

Historical  Address,  to  the  Graduating  Class  of  1868,  in  the  Medical  De-. 
partment  of  the  University  of  Nashville.    Ry  W.  K.  Bowling,  M.  D. 

From  TJios.  P.  Mervin — Shells  imbedded  in  stone,  found  in  Broome  Co., 
.N.  T.,  700  feet  above  the  Susquehanna  River. 

From  J.  Carson  Brevoort— Report  of  a  French  Protestant  Refugee,   in 

•  Boston,  1687.  Translated  from  the  French  by  E.  T.  Fisher.  Edition 
125  copies.     No.  77. 

From  Albert  H.  Eoyt — Notices  of  Benjamin  Thomas  Hoyt,  A.  M.,  Prof, 
of  Belles-lettres  and  History  in  Indiana  Asbury  University,  obit  May 
24,1867. 

Abstract  of  an  Address  by  Edward  Crane,  Esq.,  on  the  subject  of  Trans- 
portation, at  the  Green  Room,  State  House,  Boston,  Feb.  13th,  14th 
and  18th,  1868. 

From  Abel  8.  Hetfield—kn  Historical  Journal  of  the  Campaigns  in  North 
America,  for  the  years  1757,  1758,   1759,  and  1769.     By   Capt.  John 

n   Knox.    London,  1769.     2  vols.,  4to.  I 

From  Geo.  B.  Halsted  Esq. — Eumenes ;  being  a  Collection  of  Papers  on 
the  Errors  and  Omissions  of  the  Constitution  of  New  Jersey,  as  estab- 
lished July  2,  1770.     Printed  at  Trenton,  1799. 

A  History  of  the  Life  and  Death  of  Gen.  George  Washington.  By  Rev. 
M.  L.  Weems.     3d  edition. 

Address  by  John  M.  Scott,  Esq.,  Sept.  27,  1836,  before  the  Whig  and 
Cliosophic  Societies  of  the  College  of  N.  J. 

The  Nassau  Rake,  edited  and  published  by  the  Sophomore  Class  of  the 
College  of  N.  J. 


•  .,   I 


7(5  DONATIONS. 

An  Oration  delivered  at  Orange,  N.  J.,  July  4,  1865.     Ry  Prof.  Henry 

W.  Adams,  M.  A.,  M.  D. 
Address,  before  the  Essex  County  Agricultural  Society,  at  their  Annual 

Fair,  in  Orange,  Oct.  1824.     By  Caleb  S.  Riggs,  Esq. 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  exploring  the 

Route  of  a  Canal  to  unite  the  Delaware,  nearEaston,  withthe  Passaic, 

near  Newark,  with  accompanying  Documents.     1823.  '• 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  New  Jersey  to 

settle  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  &c,  in  dispute  with  the  State  of 

New  York.     1828.  i^ 

Papers  relative  to   the  questions  pending:  with  the  Uuited  States  of. "..[ 

America,  on  the  subject  of  the  Falkland  Islands,  laid  before  the  Leg- ; 

islature  of  Buenos  Ayres,  by  the  government  or  department  in  charge 

of  Foreign  Relations.     1832.  ,  ;";' y'-j 

Common  Sense  Address,  to  the  Citizens  of  the  Southern  States,  on  the 

subject  and  in  favor  of  the  protective  system.     By  a  Citizen  of  Phila- . 

phia.     1829.     ■  =  ] 

De  Witt  Clinton's  Discourse,  Dec.  Gth,  1811,  before  the  New  York  His- 
torical Society  at  their  Anniversary  Meeting. 
A  Narrative  of  the  Case  and  Trial  of  John  Peter  Zenger,  printer  of  the 

New  York  Weekly  Journal,   prosecuted  by  Information,  Dated  Jao. 

28,  Anno  Domini,  1734-5.     A  manuscript  copy  by  James  Ewing,  A. 

D.  1768. 
Solemn  reasons  for  declining  to  Adopt  the  Baptist  Theory  and  Practice* 

By  Noah  Worcester,  A.  M.,  Pastor  of  a  Church  in  Thorntown.     1809. 
New  York,  its  Streets,  Roads,  Public  Buildings,  &c,  in  1807.     By  John 

Low. 
From  William  Duane — Biographical  Memoir  of  William  J.  Duane. 
From  J.   8.  Bucktlew — Address  on  the  Life,  Character,  and  Services  of 

Commodore  Stockton.     By  Hon.  Joel  Parker.     From  Stuart  T.  Terry. 

Speeches  and  Proceedings  at  a  Family  Meeting  of  the  Descendants  of 

John  Tuthill,  one  of  the  Original  Settlers  of  the  Town  of  Southold, 

N.  Y.,  held  at  New  Suffolk,  L.  I.,  Aug.  28,  1867. 
From  Wm.  Whitehead,  of  Philadelphia — An  old  Welsh  Bible ;  quarto. 
From    W.  A.    Wltitehead — The  New   York   Whig,   newspaper,   bound, 

1832,  '32,  '33  ;  and  Newark  Monitor. 
From  Rev.  John  Rail,  D.  D. — The  Trenton  Emporium,  from  June  2,  1821, 

to  May  26,  1827  ;  and  Emporium  and  True  American,  from  June  5, 

1832,  to  Dec.  28,  1833  ;  and  from  April  21,  1837,  to  May  22,  1840,  6 

vols,  newspapers,  bound. 


DONATIONS.  77 

From  Joseph  A.  Eno—u  A  Confession  of  Faith"  owned  and  Consented  to, 

at  Say  Brook,  Sept.  9,  1708,  New  London,  Printed  1760. 
From  Charles  H.  Hart—  History  and  evidence  of  the  Passage  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  from  Harrisburg  to  Washington.     Feb.  22,  and  23,  1861. 
From  Rev.  J.  F.   Tuttle,  D.  D.  —A  Historical  Discourse  delivered  Dec. 
22,  1867,  by  H.  A.  Edson,  Pastor  2d  Presbyterian  Church,  Indianapo- 
,      lis,  Ind.     ■  \  -  ••'..  [, 

From  Col  R  8.  Swords— The  Northern  Monthly.     3  months. 
'  From  D.  A.  Hayes,  Esq. — Irish  State  Trials;  or  the  Queen  Y3.  Daniel 
-     OTJonnell  and  others.     1844. 

re  ».    The  Lives  and  Opinions  of  Benj.  Franklin  Butler,  and  Jesse  Hoyt,  with 
W  •■•       Anecdotes  or  Biographical  Sketches  of  their  Friends  and  Political     - 


\ 

- 


•• 


Associates.     1845. 
Report  of  the  Forrest  Divorce  Case.     1851. 
A  Biography  of  Fernando  Wood — his  Forgeries,  &c. 
Arguments  in  the  Case  of  Adams  &  Co.,  by  H.  M.  Naglee,  Receiver,  vs. 

Alfred  Cohen.     1856. 
Trial  of  the  Conspirators  for  the  Assassination  of  President  Lincoln. 

1865. 
The  Controversey  between  Senator  Brooks  and  John,  Archbishop  of  New 

York,  on  the  Property  Bill.  , 

The  Decline  of  Popery  and  its  Causes— by  Rev.  M.  Murray,  D.  D.     An 

Address,  Jan.  15,  1851. 
The  Prompter,  or  a  Commentary  on  Common  Sayings  and  Subjects — 

Common  Sense  the  Best  Sense.     1796. 
Narrative  of  the  Conflagration  of  the  Theatre  in  Richmond,  Dec.   26, 

21,1811.    Philadelphia.     1812. 

A  Particular  Account  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker,  or  Breed's  Hill,  17th  of 
June,  1775.     By  a  Citizen  of  BostOD  .     1825. 

The  Correspondence  of  John  Adams,  Esq.,  concerning  the  British  Doc- 
trine of  Impressment,  &c.     1800. 

"Pieces"  published  in  1823,  on  the  Presidency,  from  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer.    By  "  Roanoke"  and  "Thomson." 

Speech  of  Mr.  Burgess,  of  R.  L,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  April 
21,  1828,  on  the  Tariff. 

"William  Pcnn"  on  the  Present  Crisis  in  the  Condition  of  the  American 
Indians.     1829. 

The  Letters  of  "Algernon  Sidney"  in  Defence   of  Civil  Liberty  and 
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78  DONATIONS. 

against  the  Encroachment  of  Military  Despotism,  written  by  an  Em- 
inent Citizen  of  Virginia  in  1818,  '19. 
'•;".  An  Examination  of  the  Question  between  the  American  and  British 

Governments  concerning  the  Right  of  Search.     By   an  American. 
Paris.     1812. 
j < '[ f-  Henry  Clay's  Speech,  May  16,  1829,  near  Lexington. 

Mr.  Hay's  Speech  in  Support  of  a  Bill  to  repeal  all  the  Laws  concerning  rM 
|  ^  Usury,  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia.     Session  of  1816,  '17. 

|"-§5  Letter  of  "  Decius,"  addressed  to  the  few  remaining  Officers  and  Soldiers  ^ 

|r";'.i.  of  the  Revolutionary  Army  of  1776.     Richmond,  1818.  t "H  :#fj 

J ''":.  '  Opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U.  S.,  Jan.  Term,  1832,  in  the  Case  jjgj 

'  \    ^5p  •,.  -1  of  Samuel  A.  Worcester  vs.  the  State  of  Georgia,  with  a  Statement  of  18 

i •-;   .     •  the  Case.    Authentic.     1832.  •  'r'^'(lJ 

Opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U.  S.  in  the  Cases  of  Smith  vs.  %1 

Turner  &  Norris.     Dec.  Term,  1848.  ^1' 


Opinion  of  the  Chancellor  of  N.  J.  on  motion  for  an  Injunction  by  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Bridges  against  the  Hoboken  Land  and  Improve- 
i  ment  Company.  "' 

A  Topographical  Map  of  the  Road  from  Missouri  to  Oregon — in  seven 
Sections. 

Inaugural  Addresses  at  the  Law  School  in  the  University  of  the  City  of 
New  York.  By  Professors  B.  F.  Butler,  Wm.  Kent,  and  David  Gra- 
ham, Jun'r.     1838. 

Wm.  Tracy  Gould's  Address,  March  11,  1835,  introductory  to  Lec- 
tures in  Law  School,  Augusta,  Ga. 

Address  upon  the  Character  of  the  late  Hon.  Isaac  H.  Williamson,  be- 
fore the  Bar  of  New  Jersey,  Sept.  3, 1844.    By  Oliver  S.  Halsted,  Esq. 

Remarks  of  the  Hon.  R.   F.  Stockton,  of  N.  J.,  on  the  Death  of  Daniel 
Webster,  Dec.  14,  1852  ;  and  on  the  Bill  to  increase  the  Efficiency  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  by  a  Retired  List  for  Disabled  Soldiers,  Jan.  5, 
1853,  in  Senate. 
.  1  Remarks  of  R.  F.  Stockton  upon  the  Presentation  of  the  Resolutions  of 

the  Legislature  of  N.  J.  upon  the  Compromise  Measures.    Feb.  12, 
1852,  in  Senate. 

Professor  Hitchcock's  Prize  Essay  on  Alcoholic  and  Narcotic  Substan- 
ces.    1830. 

Congressional  Globe,  1st  Session  30th  Congress,  and  2d  Session  29th. 
Unconstitutionality  of  the  Laws  of  Congress,  prohibiting  Private 
Mails,  and  a  large  number  of  Speeches  in  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  U.  S.  on  various  subjects. 


NOTES    ON    THE    STATE    OF    NEW    JERSEY. 

WBITTEN  AUGUST,   1776,   BY    JOHN  BUTHEBPUBD, 

United  States  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  from  1791  to  1796. 
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■SVj     1664.    New  Netherlands,  comprehending  New-York,  New  Jersey,  and 
p*    Pensilvania,  was  conquered  from  the  Dutch. 

■F       The  same  year  the  whole  was  granted  to  the  Duke  of  York,  who  soon 
|H  ..:  after  granted  the  Country  lying  between  Hudson  and  Delaware  River  to 

Eft      "  i  *  •   * 

p  -  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  who  called  it  New  Jersey  from 

fig    Carteret's  native  Island. 

These  Proprietors  divided  it  into  East  and  West  Jersey,  by  a  Line 
from  little  Egg  harbor  to  the  North  boundary  on  Delaware  in  Latitude 
41°  40'  the  Eastern  Division  to  Carteret,  and  the  Western  Division  to 
Berkley.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  mention  that  it  was  conquered  by  the 
Dutch  in  1673  and  restored  the  year  after.  About  1680  Berkley  sold  his 
Share,  which  was  soon  after  divided  among  200  Proprietors,  who  have 
since  divided  25,000  Acres  of  Land  to  each  Propriety,  but  the  whole  is 
not  yet  taken  up,  as  land  can  not  be  found  of  sufficient  Yalue,  the  Rights 
of  Location  have  been  sold  for  16  Dollars  per  hundred. 

1682.  Sir  George  Carteret's  Executors  sold  his  share ;  and  Soil  and 
Government  became  vested  in  24  Proprietors,  and  there  has  been  di- 
vided to  each  share  26,900  Acres,  besides  some  Townships  and  Patents 
in  Bergen  Essex  Middlesex  and  Monmouth  which  were  granted  before 
their  Purchase,  on  a  quit  rent  of  £  penny  ster'g  per  Acre ;  these  Rights  of 
Location  were  lately  sold  at  four  Dollars  per  Acre ;  but  a  late  Dividend 
has  reduced  them  to  2£  Dolls,  as  much  land  is  yet  unlocated  in  Mon- 
mouth, Sussex,  Morris  and  Bergen,  tho'  the  greater  part  is  of  little  Yalue. 

1702.  The  Proprietors  and  Settlers  got  into  great  Disputes  and  Con- 
fusion, when  both  Divisions  surrendered  the  Right  of  Government  to  the 
Crown,  reserving  the  soil.  From  this  Time  forward  to  1735,  the  Governor 
of  New- York  also  held  this  Colony.  But  from  that  time  a  separate 
Governor  was  appointed  for  East  and  West  Jersey,  restricted  to  live  at 
Amboy  and  Burlington  where  the  Legislature  and  Supreme  Courts  -were 
necessarily,  and  alternately  held. 

The  Salary  of  the  King's  Governor  was  gradually  raised  to  3,200  Dol- 
lars, and  the  Perquisites  amounted  to  about  1000  Dollars,  all  the  other 
Charges  of  Government  was  under  2200  Dollars  ;  so  that  formerly  Paper 
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Bills  of  Credit  to  the  amount  of  £40,000,  the  dollar  at  7*.  Qd.t  lent  out 
on  mortgage  at  5  pr  ct.,  fully  answered  all  charges.    But  the  war 
that  broke  out  in  1755,  tho'  the  Colony  was  not  immediately  inter- 
ested, readily  complied  with  the  requisitions  made  by  the  British  Secre- 
tary  of  State,  and  to  supply  the  great  Charges,  issued  to  the  amount  of  M 
£300,000,  the  whole  to  be  called  in  by  Taxes  at  about  £15,000  yearly,  and 
j    part  of  it  was  refunded  by  Parliament ;  the  last  payment  of  these  emis- 
f    sions  was  due  in  1783,  when  all  Taxes  would  have  ceased.    Anno 
1775,  £100,000  was  emitted  on  loan  at  5  pr  ct.,  and  tho'  no  Tender; 
Jj  in  Law,  was  preferred  to  the  precious  Metals,  in  all  Payments,  and 
the  Interest  was  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  all  the  Salaries  and 
;"  Charges  of  Government.    It  may  now  seem  incredible  that  so  well  was 
the  Opinion  of  this  Paper  Emission  supported,  that  it  was  current  at 
:tt  v;V;  *  "r  -'New  York  at  id.  on  a  Dollar  more  than  for  what  it  was  issued.  While  the 
-Vf  ..'-''•".  sinking  Tax  lasted  of  £15,000  a  year,  being  unusual,  it  was  complained 

i'(  of  as  a  heavy  burden,  while  in  effect  it  was  only  a  spur  to  Industry:—  1 

"  ^_  how  different  from  this  present  year  1786,  when  the  Requisition  by  Con-  J 

;      ^         gress  amounts  to  £78,711 15,  or  209,898  Dolls.,  besides  the  support  of  gov- 
/  eminent,  which  is  now  much  increased  from  the  great  addition  to  the 

J  ^^  •  Legislature,  their  very  long  and  frequent  Sessions,  and  Delegates  to  Con- 

|   -,    ;  gress. 

The  Council  formerly  consisted  of  twelve,  who  with  the  Governour  ap« 
pointed  the  Judges,  Sherriffs,  Coroners,  and  Justices  of  the  Peace.    The 
Governour,  Judges  and  Justices  are  now  chose  in  a  joint  meeting  of  the 
-  Council  and  Assembly,  but  unfortunately  the  Sherriffs  and  Coroners  are 

chose  annually  by  the  People,  who  make  a  point  of  electing  those  who 
will  give  them  least  trouble,  no  matter  how  little  qualified  by  Integrity 
or  Fortune.  I  am  well  informed  that  in  the  County  of  Morris,  for  the 
last  six  years,  the  Sherriffs  or  Coroners  have  not  settled  for  one  Action, 
tho'  many  hundreds  have  been  brought,  which  reduces  Creditors  to  com- 
pound for  what  they  can  get. 

The  Governour  is  elected  annually,  but  may  continue  indefinitely. 
His  salary  is  £550,  equal  to  1,466$  Spanish  Dollars.  His  perquisites 
may  be  about  £350  by  Marriage  Licenses,  Letters  of  Administration,  &c. 
The  Chief  Justice's  salary  £350.  The  other  two  Judges  £300.  The 
Treasurer  £150,  Attorney  General  £30.  The  Delegates  to  Congress 
four  Dollars  per  Day  while  actually  present.  The  thirteen  Counties  have 
each  one  Councillor  and  three  Membors  of  Assembly,  at  two  Dollars  per 
per  day,  (formerly  six  shillings.) 

The  State  of  New  Jersey,  bounded  by  Delaware  and  Hudson  Rivers, 
and  a  line  settled  by  Commissioners  1769,  from  Lattitude  41°,  or  Hud- 
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son's  River,  to  the  mouth  of  Machackamac,  00  Delaware,  contains 
4,375,970  Acres.  As  the  two  Divisions  were  formerly  granted  to  differ- 
ent Proprietors,  the  Partition  Line  as  supposed  to  be  settled  gave 
2,689,680  Acres  to  "West  Jersey,  and  1,686,290  to  East  Jersey,  yet  by  a 
Pretension  from  the  late  settlement  with  New  York,  "West  Jersey  have 
!{  set  up  a  claim  against  East  Jersey  to  129,580  Acres,  which  has  been  ar-  $v.  > 
||  gued  before  the  Assembly  in  two  Sessions,  and  it  seems  as  if  West  Jersey  f    g| 

:  had  not  yet  relinquished  their  Claim,  however  unjustifiable.    About  one-  \ 

p  half  of  the  State  may  be  arable,  pasture  or  Meadow  Lands,  and  the  other  >  'I  >.    j;  £  -ffi$\ 
J.  half  may  be  Wood  land,  barren  Sands,  barren  brush  or  rocky  Mountains.  T  jjb 

ItThe  last  Proportion  may  seem  large,  but  let  it  be  considered  that  the   :  !- ;  \  if  ^SKw  S: « 
'^Eastern  Division  appeared  to  be  as  much  cleared  and  settled  as  the  Wes- ,  4  ^  v;J  f^J 
tern  Division  ;'i  that  the  first,  besides  some  Townships  and  Patents  grant-  \'  ""  \ 

-td,  before  conveyed  to  the  twenty-four  proprietors,  have  only  granted  \~    -.*'. ".  u 

"  Dividends  of  672,000  Acres :  of  which  at  least  120,000  Acres  have  not  yet  ;.  !  V 

gp ?i  been  surveyed  on  said  Dividends ;  and  of  that  surveyed,  a  considerable  \*      || 

Part,  perhaps  a  sixth,  may  remain  for  Timber;  it  may  not  appear  that 
too  large  a  Proportion  is  supposed  to  remain  uncultivated. 

These  lands  are  in  general  laid  out  in  Farms  from  fifty  Acres  to  four 
hundred,  and  of  each  Farm  the  arable  Land  is  commonly  laid  out  into  -  - 
four  Fields,  and  the  Course  of  Crops  is  1st  year  Summer  Crops  of  Indian 
Corn,  Oats,  Flax,  and  Buckwheat,  2d  year,  fallowed,  3d  year  in  Winter 
Gram,  and  4th  year  in  Grass,  by  this  frequent  tillage,  and  from  the  small 
stock  of  cattle  having  little  help  by  manure,  the  Lands  are  very  much 
exhausted,  so  that  in  many  Places  the  average  of  Winter  Crops  are  under 
six  Bushels,  and  few  Places  average  above  eight  Bushels,  except  when 
manured ;  besides  the  Arable  each  Farm  has  commonly  an  Orchard,  a 
piece  of  natural  meadow  ground,  and  a  proportion  of  one-fourth  of  tim- 
ber Land  for  fencing  stuff,  Buildings,  Farming  Utensils,  and  Firewood. 
Each  Farm  keeps  from  20  to  40  Sheep,  from  3  to  10  Cows,  besides joung 
Stock,  from  3  to  8  Horses,  unfortunately  few  Oxen  are  used  for  Draught 
except  in  Morris  and  Essex  Counties,  which  are  a  great  Advantage  to 
them,  and  deserves  to  be  imitated. 

The  great  decrease  of  Crops,  partly  from  the  Lands  being  long  broke 
op,  and  partly  from  bad  Husbandry ;  the  great  encrease  of  Taxes,  as 
£197,500  a  7s  6d  Dollar  has  been  laid  in  one  year,  1782;  and  the  natural 
encrease  of  Inhabitants,  without  Manufactures  or  more  Land  to  cultivate, 
while  the  old  Lands  daily  require  fewer  Hands,  and  many  of  the  smaller 
Farmers  exercise  some  Trade.  All  these  Causes  contribute  to  occasion 
great  Emigrations  from  this  State,  which  not  only  lose  the  Hands  that 
might  be  turned  to  many  useful  Improvements  and  Employments,  but 
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some  of  them  privately  dispose  of  their  Effects,  run  off  and  defraud  then- 
Creditors,  while  others  sell  considerable  Property,  and  carry  the  amount 
to  other  States  to  the  southwestward,  or  to  the  western  wide  Wilderness, 
which  is  settling  too  fast,  and  a  century  too  soon,  to  the  great  Loss  of  J| 
the  united  States.  These  Emigrants  who  assisted  in  contracting  the  -M 
enormous  public  Debt,  leave  it  behind  them,  and  move  to  Countries/  " 
which  pay  no  Taxes,  where  all  Debts  are  cancelled,  no  Rents  to  pay,  and 

*  that  abound  in  good  Lands  for  the  taking  up,  with  a  Temperate  and 
■'. ....  healthy  Climate,  and  wild  Meat  of  Venison  and  Turkies  for  the  killing,  f 

'^I^SS-o    '     Of  the  last  I  have  heard  a  Man  of  good  Credit  say  that  he  has  seen  at 

•  (  least  500  in  a  Day.'  l  These  seem  very  tempting  Allurements,  but  when 
i  attentively  considered  are  more  specious  than  solid,  for  as  no  industrious  I 
:  Man  in  this  or  the  other  States  can  want  for  a  good  living  or  even  to  ad- 
vance themselves,  yet  by  going  into  the  distant  Wilderness  with  all  the 
above  Advantages,  they  contract  lazy  indolent  or  savage  Habits,  have  no  | 
incitement  to  industry  but  the  Calls  of  Hunger,  which  the  Amusements^! 
of  hunting  or  fishing  can  supply.  Markets  too  distant  to  bear  Trans-  \ 
portation  of  any  thing  they  can  raise,  and  as  inconvenient  to  supply  _ 
them  with  Clothing  or  other  Necessaries.  Salt  if  carried  comes  enor-  ■§ 
mously  high,  but  happily  they  have  Springs  that  may  supply  this  most  jf 
necessary  Article,  in  short  without  Law,  Gospel  or  Government,  they  be* 

i'a  come  wild  as  the  surrounding  Savages,  with  fewer  Virtues. 

To  return  to  New  Jersey;  this  State  is  rated  by  Congress  at  l-18tli 
Part  of  all  the  States  in  Union,  which  seems  to  be  rather  disproportion- , ;  1 

ate  to  their  Ability,  having  no  manufactures  nor  trading  towns,  and  the  | 

Profits  on  their  Exports  and  Supplies  of  Necessaries  all  centering  in  the  J 

adjacent  States;    they  have  no  Duties    on  foreign  Imports  to  help  to  1 

bear  their  Burthen ;  while  last  year  the  Customs  at  New  York  amounted  :| 

in  nine  months  to  £83,000,  the  Dollar  a  8s ;  They  have  no  back  Lands  to  1 

sell  as- many  of  the  other  States  have,  and  their  confiscated  Property  which  j 

was  considerable,  was  fooled  away  and  turned  to  small  account.    Un-  .  ] 

der  these  Considerations  it  seems  out  of  all  proportion  that  New  Jersey  j 
should  pay  by  Assessment  83,  when  the  rich  State  of  south  Carolina  pays 

96.     The  Lands  that  are  rented,  the  Tenants  are  always  bound  to  pay  Jf 


all  Rates  and  Taxes,  which  on  poor  Places  is  sometimes  equal  to  the 
Rent,  both  of  which  are  generally  far  behind.  I  lately  knew  a  Justice 
of  Peace  at  one  Time,  issue  340  Precepts  for  back  Taxes  against 
one  Township,  containing  20,000  Acres,  and  tho'  the  Constable  offers  to 
sell,  there  is  seldom  any  Bidders,  from  Fear  or  want  of  Cash. 

As  the  Climate,  Soil,  or  our  mode  of  Husbandry  i9  unfavorable  to 
raising  the  materials  of  Cloathing,  rather  than  a  want  of  Hands  or  an 
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Inclination  to  manufacture  either  in  Flax  or  Wool,  our  European  Imports 
of  dry  Goods  are  supposed  annually  to  amount  to  the  Value  of  800,000 
Dollars.  Besides  Tea,  West  India  Articles,  and  Wine  to  about  153,536 
Dollars.  To  pay  for  which  this  State  exports,  Wheat,  Flour,  Rye,  Corn, 
Pork,  Cattle,  a  few  Horses,  Flaxseed,  Butter,  Poultry,  some  Staves  and 
headings  which  we  can  ill  spare,  Pig  and  Bar  iron  ;  Potash  ;  Iron  to 
Britain  was  formerly  a  considerable  Artiele,  as  foreign  iron  paid  Duty, 
^ which  being  Subject  to,  we  send  more  there;  but  to  the  reproach  of 
[America  we  import  it  from  the  Baltick  ;  and  as  the  Bounty  is  taken  off 
Si; Potash  in  Britain,  we  now  send  but  little.  As  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
lP our  Imports  exceed  our  Exports,  we  are  certainly  running  more  in  Debt, 
mk-.&  which  wo  also  were  before  the  Revolution,  tho'  our  Trade  was  then  on  I 
f0,i  much  better  Footing,  and  our  Credit  was  then  very,  good ;.  but  now 
g|onr  Credit  with  the  adjacent,  States  is  entirely  sunk,  which  is  not  to  be 
^wondered  at  considering  the  Acts  the  Legislature  have  lately  passed. 
|{:.The  insolvent  Law,  by  which  many  have  defrauded  their  Creditors; 
jp|%,The  Appraisement  Law,  authorizing  the  Sheriff  on  Executions  to  ap- 
P|  point  two  Freeholders  to  assign  Lands  or  Effects  rfor  the  Debt ;  I  have 
known  a  Creditor  offer  to  take  half  for  the  Subject  appraised  and  as- 
signed ;  And  lastly  the  tender  Law  by  which  the  Debtor  may  pay  in 
Paper  in  lieu  of  hard  money,  tho'  known  already,  (and  still  encreasing) 
tobe  much  depreciated.  These  Laws  have  destroyed  all  Credit  and 
Confidence  both  in  aud  without  the  State,  and  puts  it  out  of  the 
Power  of  the  Legislature  to  comply  with  the  Requisitions  of  Congress, 
for  Paper  can  be  no  tender  to  them,  which  is  now  the  only  Currency 
among  us.  Much  has  been  said  among  us  against  this  impolitic  and 
fraudulent  Measure,  and  great  was  the  Opposition  in  the  Legislature, 
but  private  Interest  or  Ignorance  finally  prevailed,  so  that  £100,000  was 
lately  ordered  to  be  emitted  on  Loan,  in  Addition  to  £31,500  which 
in  1783  had  been  made,  to  pay  the  Interest  of  Debts  due  by  the  Public 
to  Inhabitants  within  the  State  then  ordered  to  be  received  in  Taxes, 
but  now  made  a  Tender  in  all  Cases.  It  is  true  these  Emissions  are  not 
large  for  a  circulating  medium  to  a  State  which  formerly  has  had 
£300,000  in  Circulation,  but  as  the  Credit  of  Paper  arises  from  Opinion, 
and  many  have  so  much  suffered  lately  by  continental  and  State  Paper, 
all  Persons  are  equally  affraid  of  it,  especially  as  the  adjacent 
States,  where  are  chiefly  endebted,allready  take  it  at  a  Discount  from  10 
to  20  pr.  cent,  and  there  is.is  no  Confidence  in  the  Legislature,  how 
much  more  of  it  they  may  issue,  and  it  is  also  the  Interest  of  those  who 
were  most  clamorous  in  making  it,  to  speedily  depreciate  it,  and  by  this 
meang  discharge  their  Obligations  at  an  easier  Rate. 
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The  value  of  the  Lands  in  this  State  is  in  Proportion  to  its  Situation 
and  Quality,  near  considerable  Towns  it  is  from  £20  to  £50  pr.  acre,  as 
the  Land  is  generally  better  and  may  have  the  help  of  manure  ;  further 
back  it  runs,  taking  a  whole  Farm,  from  £2.10  to  £5  pr.  Acre,  and  poor  V  i 
lands  at  20*.  or  30a.  ;  when  rented  in  the  back  Parts,  it  fetches  from  a  5| 
quarter  to  half  a  Dollar  pr.  acre,  and  generally  Farms  are  leased  at  3  or  ;  J 
4  pr.  cent  of  their  value,  while  the  legal  Interest  is  7  pr.  cent.  It  may  ^ 
S;j  seem  strange  to  those  acquainted  with  the  farming  and  Rents  in  Europe  ■  $1 

that  they  should  be  so  low  here,  but  it  is  owing  to  several  causes,  1st.  -f 
| >>:V  The  Lands  are  not  so  productive,  for  tho'  the  soil  looks  well,  and  in  some  f  || 

ifj  M  .         intervale  Bottoms  is  equal  to  Europe,  yet  in  other  Situations,  they  are  \ 
•:'  much  affected  with  the  extremes  of  great  Droughts,  violent  and  long  J 

'  •  '•'.  Rains,  and  great  Heats  and  Colds.     2d.  Labour  is  very*  high,  as  Day  )M 

'  labour  is  from  one-third  to  two-thirds  of  a  Dollar  a  Day,  and  from  Sixty  ^jj 
to  Eighty  Dollars  by  the  year.  3d.  An  industrious  thriving  man  can  *fl 
always  buy  a  Farm  for  himself,  4th.  many  are  very  unskillful  and  bad 
husbandmen,  as  it  may  clearly  be  shewn  that  a  Farm  of  200  acres  at 
£4  pr.  Acre  value,  might  yield  £120  besides  maintaining  the  Family  and 
Stock,  yet  a  Tenant  would  think  it  rented  high  to  £30  a  year,  tho'  less 
than  4  pr.  cent  of  its  selling  Price.  If  Landlords  therefore  in  this  State 
could  sell  their  Lands,  and  otherwise  invest  the  Value  in  Security,  it 
would  be  mueh  to  their  Advantage,  but  neither  of  these  Circumstances 
are  in  their  Favour.  Already  there  are  few  Estates  of  much  land  Pro- 
perty ;  in  general  every  owner  cultivates  his  own  Farm,  and  when  di- 
vided in  Portions  too  small  to  fill  up  their  Time,  if  industrious  they 
exercise  some  Trade  or  Profession. 

This  State  is  remarkably  Healthy,  except  on  the  Banks  of  some  Riv- 
ers, or  near  Ponds,  or  stagnated  Waters,  where  towards  autumn  it  is 
subject  to  Agues  and  Intermittents ;  this  healthiness  is  conspicuous  frdm 
the  rapid  encrease  of  the  Inhabitants,  who  within  these  Fifty  years 
settled  the  back  Counties  from  New  England,  North  of  Ireland  and 
Germany,  and  already  their  Families  have  have  so  much  encreased  that 
annual  Swarms  emigrate  Southwesterly.  As  an  Instance  of  its  healthi- 
ness I  might  quote  the  Farm  the  writer  lives  on,  who  was  lately  accosted 
by  the  neighboring  Justice.  "  I  do  not  ask  you  how  your  Family  does, 
"  for  I  never  heard  that  any  in  that  House  was  sick,  and  nobody  have 
"  died  there,"  the  Family  and  Servants  are  trom  twelve  to  fifteen,  and 
the  House  has  been  built  thirty  seven  years,  but  to  speak  with  Precision 
I  must  except  a  negro  child  of  a  Week  old,  and  some  trifling  Disorders, 
besides  Innoculation,  which  was  merely  a  Frolick.  As  an  Instance  of 
Health  and  Fecundity  I  may  also  quote  a  high  Dutch  Family  within  two 
. 
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miles  of  this  House.    I  lately  saw  the  mother,  still  a  very  hearty  look- 
ing woman,  then  suckling  her  ninth  son  ;  had  never  lost  one  ;  she  had 
|    also  eight  daughters,  had  suckled  them  all:  six  Children  married,  and 
1    ten  Grandchildren ;  from  the  healthiness  of  her  Children,  and  their 
W  marrying  so  young,  she  has  a  Prospect  of  seeing  the  largest  encrease  I 
i£{   ever  heard  of.  •  »         '         •        .  t    ,       \ 
!fclJ,3*We  might  expect  that  Health  would  be  affected  by  the  great  and      +      .'■•''. 
S% "sudden  extremes  of  Heat  and  Cold,  Drought  and  Rain,  but  a  long     &';  &5& 
w  -Continuance  ' of  the  last  seems  most  to  affect  us.    I  have  known  the      •:     "iM 
^Thermometer  alter  40°  in  a  few  Days,  and  33d  in  one  day  ;  in  Bummer, .    ^Y '  ^?J 
I  have  often  observed  it  at  96°  in  the  Shade,  and  in  "Winter  often  below      -t     s*J| 
^10°  and  even  in  the  Ball,  but  these  extremes  never  continue  above  a  Day     v\' 
;  ;t>r  two.  f  What  seems  singular,  at  least  I  have  not  heard  it  remarked  in 
^; ^Britain,* we  have  no  Dews  during  violent  heat,  and  never  in  cloudy  ?"-$*? 

||  ^Weather,  our  heavy  Dews  are  in  temperate  and  clear  weather;;  The 
g£j  great  Droughts  1  and  Floods  greatly  affect  the  Crops,  and  is  growing 
|lid;e"vil  from  the  Woods  and  Swamps  being  more  cleared  and  drained.  As 
mother  Countries,  in  hilly  Places  we  are  least  Subject  to  Droughts, 
and  no  country  is  better  watered  with  wholesome  Springs  and  clear 
Streams.-  Alter  a  tedious  Drought  of  five  or  six  weeks,  I  have  known  a 
Rain  of  five  or  six  Inches  to  fall  in  a  few  hours,  which  spoils  the 
meadows,  washes  much  of  the  fine  Soil  from  Lands  in  culture,  and  on 
declivities,  makes  deep  Gullies,  and  makes  the  Roads  in  many  Places 
almost  unpassable. 

The  Wives  and  Daughters  of  the  Farmers  and  poorer  Inhabitants,  all 
are  in  the  habit  of  making  considerable  Quantities  of  Linen  and  Wool- 
en Cloths,  to  fill  up  their  Spare  Time  from  housework,  sewing,  and 
occasionally  working  out  ot  doors,  especially  the  Germans,  and  all  ot 
them  make  good  Gardens  of  a  variety  of  good  Vegetables  which  is  half 
I  the  support  of  their  Families,  they  would  also  find  Time  to  spin  a  great 
deal  more  if  furnished  with  the  raw  materials,  as  Flax  and  especially 
Wool  are  always  in  great  Demand.  These  Manufactures  are  a  great  Sup- 
ply to  the  Country,  though  far  from  sufficient  for  our  Consumption,  and 
if  the  Materials  were  even  in  abundance,  Labour  is  so  dear,  that  no  Fa- 
brics could  be  carried  on  to  supply  our  Towns,  as  they  would  come  high- 
er than  they  are  imported;  yet  considering  our  few  Products  and  de- 
creasing Articles  for  Exportation,  unless  we  manufacture  more  and  im- 
port lessj  we  must  ever  be  a  very  poor  State. 

The  number  of  Inhabitants  in  this  State  were  estimated  by  Con- 
gress in  1776  at  150,000,  if  .that  account  was  just,  perhaps  they 
are   since    encreased,   notwithstanding    the   numbers   earned    off   by 
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contagious  Disorders  during  the  War,  (few  were  killed)  and  the  nu- 
merous Emigrations.  Allowing  the  above  Number  of  People  and 
that  New  Jersey  contains  4,375,970  Acres,,  it  will  give  29  Acres 
pr.  Head,  and  suppose  the  People  in  the  united  States  to  amount 
to  3,049,678  and  suppose  they  occupy  the  same  extent  of  Land  as 
the  Inhabitants  of  New  Jersey.  The  united  States  will  at  present 
occupy  88,440,662  Acres.  France  contains  185,922,309  Acres  and  25 
millions  of  People  gives  7£ds  Acres  to  each.  "And  Great  Britain 
which  contains  nearly  one-fourth  of  France,  having  46,672,640  Acres  is 
supposed  to  contain  10  Millions  of  People,  and  4.|d  Acres  of  Land  for 
each :  I  am  almost  tempted  to  make  some  Reflections  on  these  numbers 
but  it  would  be  be  digressing  too  much. 

There  have  been  several  Copper  mines  worked  within  the  .State,  As 
Schuyler's,  near  Newark,  to  very  great  Profit,  but  latterly  being  incom- 
moded with  water,  a  Fire  Engine  was  erected,  which  being  burnt  down, 
is  not  now  worked.  These  of  Rockyhill,  Brunswick  and  Bedminster. 
have  also  been  worked,  but  Labour  is  too  dear  to  continue  them.  Iron 
Ore  every  where  abounds,  and  have  employed  many  Furnaces  to  the  great 
Consumption  of  Timber,  at  present  there  are  only  three  used,  but  many 
Forges  for  refining,  also  Blooomeries  that  draw  Iron  from  the  Ore,  the 
Woods  geting  Scarce,  Labour  higher,  the  British  Market  being  lost,  are 
all  discouragements  to  this  Branch,  and  Trade  being  open  to  the  Baltic, 
gives  them  an  Opportunity  of  fringing  no  small  Quantity  of  Iron  and 
Steel,  tho'  subject  to  a  Duty ;  during  the  War  Iron  was  six  and  seven  Dol- 
lars pr.  hundred  Weight,  now  reduced  to  four  Dollars.  In  former  Times 
there  have  been  thirty  Iron  works  of  all  sorts,  carried  on  in  the  County" 
of  Morris  alone.  There  are  many  mineral  Spring3,  a  Chalybeat  in  Morris 
County  is  much  frequented,  and  found  very  efficacious  in  many  Com- 
plaints, Limestone  is  good  and  plenty,  and  if  not  so  dear  calcining 
might  be  used  to  great  Advantage  as  a  Manure,  already  some  is  used 
on  a  Medium  at  40  Bush18-  pr.  acre,  whereas  in  Britain  they  use  from  one 
to  300  Bush18-  By  Wights  Reports  of  Husbandry  in  Scotland  I  find  that 
800  Bush'9-  have  been  laid  on  one  of  our  Acres.  In  this  Country  it  is 
found  that  the  poorer  the  Land  the  less  Lime  it  will  bear,  and  Crops 
will  be  in  Proportion.  In  Pensilvania  the  Practice  is  very  general ;  in- 
deed they  are  before  the  rest  of  America  in  every  thing. 

Jersey  is  bounded  by  two  noble  Rivers,  useful  in  Navigation  and  sup- 
plies great  Quantities  of  Fish,  especially  Shad.  Raritan  and  Passaik  are 
also  fine  Rivers,  empty  into  New  York  bay,  and  each  navigable  about  14 
and  20  Miles,  the  Rivera  that  flow  into  Delaware  are  all  small,  as  are 
Shrewsbury  and  Tom's  River  which  flow  into  the  Ocean  navigable,  for 
small  Craft  some  Miles,  especially  the  last. 
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Tho'  Jersey  is  well  situated  for  Fisheries  there  is  nothing  of  this  sort 
attempted  except  for  Home  Consumption.  That  for  "Whales  was  former- 
ly tried  at  Amboy,  and  surely  no  Place  seems  more  conveniently  situ- 
ated. 

There  are  many  thousand  Acres  of  Salt  Meadow,  which  are  of  great 
Benefit  to  the  Lands  adjacent,  both  for  their  Stock  of  Cattle,  and  ma- 
nure ;  by  plowing  it  in.  I  suspect  that  large  Flocks  of  Sheep  might  be 
kept  there,  as  on  the  Marshes  in  England,  and  is  an  Article  we  are  so  dif- 
fident in;  but  our  whole  Attention  seems  to  be  taken  up  with  raisiDg 
Wheat,  tho*  it  appears  that  we  are  very  little  skilled  in  it;  to  raise  "Wheat 
we  should  have  Manure,  and  for  th  at  End  improve  our  Meadows,  and 
cultivate  artificial  Grasses,  to  which  our  Soil  is,  we  find,  natural,  for  in 
this  Article,  we  approach  nearer  the  British  than  in  Grain,  as  we  cut 
7~  from  one  to  two  and  a  half  Tons  of  Hay  pr.  Acre.  Our  horned  Cat- 
s'      tie  are  smaller  than  those  of  Rhode  Island  or  Connecticut,  and  the  Cows 

Wt  ' 

§*:       weigh  from  four  to  six  hundred  "Weight  the  Quarters,  and  "We  abound  in 

U  a  variety  of  good  Horses,  for  draft  or  Saddle,  but  err  greatly  in  keeping 
too  many,  instead  of  Oxen  who  would  improve  in  our  Hands,  and  furnish 
us  more  Beef  and  Sole  Leather.  It  is  to  be  regreted  we  keep  so  few 
Sheep,  owing  to  our  not  providing  Winter  and  Spring  Food  for  them, 
otherwise  nothing  more  profitable.  The  Fleeces  average  2  J-  lbs.  and  the 
Quarter  of  Mutton  14  lbs.  Nothing  thrives  better,  or  yields  quicker 
Returns  than  Swine.  I  have  known  a  sow  cost  four  Dollars  aud  within 
the  Year  she  and  her  Broods  have  amounted  in  Value  to  eighty-two  Dol- 
lars, with  very  ordinary  keeping.  "We  must  allow  3  Bush'*-  Corn  and  as 
much  Buchwheat  to  rear  and  fatten  each  Hog,  besides  Pasture  and 
the  run  of  the  Orchard.  Cyder  is  made  on  almost  every  Farm,  which 
beside  a  pleasant  Beverage,  gives  a  plentiful  Supply  of  Vinegar  much 
Used  by  all  Ranks  in  Vegetable  and  Salt  Diet.  Bees  are  also  reared  in 
great  Abundance,  a  Tenant  with  Care  sometimes  pays  his  Rent  with  this 
Article,  by  Honey,  Metheglin,  (very  excellent),  and  "Wax.  So  that  on 
the  whole  this  is  an  excellent  Country  for  the  poorer  and  middling  rank 
of  People:  as  with  due  industry  they  may  all  tarn  a  comfortable  Living 
and  even  advance  themselves,  tho'  not  so  speedily  as  formerly. 

Having  now  considered  the  State  respecting  its  Settlement,  political 
State,  the  Lands,  and  Husbandry,  I  shall  conclude  with  an  attempt  to 
make  some  Observations  on  the  various  Inhabitants ;  who  having  emi- 
grated from  different  Countries,  there  still  remains  something  character- 
istic to  designate  them.  The  Townships  of  Elizabeth,  New  Ark,  Wood- 
bridge,  Piscataqua,  Shrewsbury,  Freehold  and  Middletown  were  early 
settled  under  Sr.  Geo.  Carteret,  and  in  general  from  New  England.    Also 
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\&*'  ;■* ■•  >?.  >:  --■■'■•  Bergen  Town  and  County  by  the  low  Dutch  ;  these  comprehended  most  ):M 

; ^  "         of  the  Settlements  made  before  the  eastern  Division  was  conveyed  to  the .fl 

-  -   twenty  four  Proprietors  in  1682  and  include  the  best  Lands  in  Essex,  [m 

'■-:     :';  ■■  Middlesex,  Monmouth  and  Bergen  Counties  which  were  granted  by  Car-  'M 

Jr    ,,  v  .  terets  Governour  at  a  halfpenny  sterling  pr.  acre  Quit  rent,  the  whole:,,; 

-:  amounting  to  about- acre3  with  allowance  of  ten  pr.  cent  for:High-.^f 

:-:.-'J-..5=->-'  r ways,  Morris  County  is  partly. New  England  descent,  and  a  few  from J||! 

^      >  .  .-       "West  Jersey,  Monmouth  is  in  the  same  State,  with  a  mixture  ol  Scot's:^ 

:^v-  ^;.:    ^1    -Families.    Part  of  Morris  and  the  Eastern  Parts  of  Somerset  were  from" 
vs^.i*.  '~'$-j   :-y-<-  ■■'-'  ■*".      ^ 

^:-^W;^:y^zihe  north  of  Ireland,  but  all  the  most  valuable  Lands  in  Somerset  arej 

^  4ft!  ^  ^  >  Possest  ,by  th§  low  Dutch,  also  the  large  Township  of  Reading  in  Hun-| 

t~  ?>  *  '-•■    , "'  terdon, ''  Sussex  is  settled  and  is  a  mixture  from  all  the  other  .Counties.^ 

"Tho*  some  of  these  Settlements  were  made,  with  some  intermixtures 

;  ^*^'V above  .120  years  ago,  they  still  retain  the  manners,1 Language  *andj| 

>'::'.'  worship  Of  their  Predecessors ;  those  from  New  England  ;affeefctmore> 

'   :  .  " ..  gentility,  are  more  apt  to  run  in  Debt,  to  scheme  and  speculate,  j  more  if 

'  litigeous,  and  have  more  Genius  and  Learning,  fond  of  Arms,  Liberty  and 

,,,;'  Democracy.,    While  the  low  Dutch  arc  a  quiet,  frugal  -People,  possess  SOM 

considerable  Property,  are  afraid  to  run  in  Debt,  without  being  fond  of  .--^ 


-■v 


Law,  or  Offices  of  Government. 


;.:-  Lord  Berkley  began  to  settle  the  Western  Division  in  1665  by  Emi-.    v  | 

grants  from  Yorkshire  and  other  northern  Parts  of  England.     When  he     :_  I 
r  and  his  Assigns  sold  in  a  hundred  shares,  the  chief  Proprietors  were     IM 

Quakers,  who  made  fine  Settlements  in  the  Counties  of  Burlington,  J 
Gloster,  Salem,  Cumberland,  Cape  May,  Hunterdon  and  half  of  Sussex,.  ■  | 
and  the  many  Settlers  among  them  were  of  different  Persuasions,  yet  .  *:'| 
the  Quakers  held  the  chief  Property  and  Management,  and  noted  for  a  •" 
frugal  and  industrious  People,  they  have  banked  off  many  valuable 
meadows  in  Delaware,  have  no  Poor  among  them  ;  formerly  had  a  great* 
Sway  in  the  Legislature,  but  could^  not  now  prevent  Paper  Money  thb' 
they  and  other  Western  Members,  strongly  bore  testimony  against  it ; 
dispersed  in  both  Divisions  are  many  laborious,  ingenious  and  parsimo- 
nious Germans,  who  came  here  late  and  poor,  but  are  daily  acquiring 
Estates,  especially  in  the  large  Counties  of  Hunterdon  and  Sussex. 

By  the  fundamental  Constitutions  Religion  is  on  a  most  liberal  Foot- 
ing ;  all  Modes  of  Worship  are  equally  tolerated  without  Preeminence, 
and  their  numbers  may  be  as  follows.  Presbiterians  36,000,  Quakers 
24,000,  Dutch  24,000,  Calvinists  15,000,  Lutherans  12,000,  Baptists 
12,000  Episcopals  10,000,  Memonites  2,000,  Moravians  200,  Romans 
200,  of  no  particular  Sect  13,600.  Total  150,000,  the  whole  supposed 
number.     We  never  hear  of  Disputes,  Competitions  or  Jealousies  among 
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them,  and  each  pay  only  to  whom  they  Subscribe,  some  contribute- to- 
mere  than  one,  to  assist  their  neighbours,  and  many  pay  to,  or  are  at- 
„    tached  to  none.  :•*-•:        '   u  :  ••>- .  -.  .  .  : ;  ^  ;    .;:  > 

I :^:-,  Schools  and  Masters  for  reading,  writing  and  Accompts  are  every-  ?  2  ~;!rv 
|;^| . I  where  dispersed  thro' the  Country,  there  are  few  Instances  of  a  Farm 7  JS 
J  ^' '■ house  being  more  than  two  miles  distant  from  a  School.  :♦  There  are  also  -     v  i 
-;  -;  .'many  Latin.  Schools,  and  two  Colledges,  'of  which -Princeton -brings 'j^3|?f^fe 
I'l^gmany]  Students  ;  from  'distant  Parts,"  is ''very  flourishing,^and  has  bred  2 
|^4|many  eminent  men  •:  Brunswic  Colledge'was  intended  for  educating  tho>f 
^|iB6w  -Dtitch,  particularly  for  the- Ministry, '1  but  this  seems  ^almost  need-*; 
Trless'j'as '.'this  Language  as  well  as  the  German  wears  fast  out  JJ  The  AcadT2 
^emytat*;HackinsaC;  isfof  great  note, -having  about  140  Scholars,  mostly^ 
Si>dm^ewY6rk.:i|It  must  be  owned  that  the  Farmers;  and  middle  Classt^iv 
df-People \txml  too  much"  on  sending  £their£  Sons  to-Colledges/'  ;which^;^S 
M  unfifca  them  for  their  own' Employments,  greatly  overstocks  the  learned '^1^ 
J^Pfofessions,^ gives  other r  Ideas  beyond  ;their  Circumstances,  *makes  to  ,:- 
^  too  many  Candidates  for  public  offices  and  Employments,  and  greatly 
^■^  contributes  to'proloDging  the  annual  Elections,  which  sometimes  throws  :\'. 
the  Country- idle  for  ten  days  or  more,  and  occasions  Animosities  even 
among  near  Relations,  that  the  rest  of  the  year  hardly  make  up..   A  -. : 
Pretence  to   Learning,  and  a  Rotation  in  offices,  also  diffuses  a  turn  for      . 
Expence  and  genteel  Living  much  above  the  Circumstances  of  the  Coun- 
try  and  the  more  frugal  and  industrious  manners  of  their  Fathers.    •'     «.. 
VTlio'  we  have  so  many  Smatterers  in  Learning  among  U3,  it  must  be 
owned  we  have  few  deep  Scholars,  tor  the  Genius  of  the  Americans  is 
rather  forward  and  qaick,  than  adapted  to  intense  Study  and  Applica- 
tion.   It  must  be  allowed  they  have  bred  some  able  and  brilliant  Speak- 
ers, nervous  writers  on  political  Subjects,  and  are  not  destitute  of  a  taste 
for  Poetry,  witness  the  very  humorous  Poem  of  McFingal.     It  i9  a  mis- 
fortune that  Students  have  few  helps  from  private  or   public  Libraries, 
they  ought  therefore  to  stay  longer  at  Colledges,  where  they   might  have 
some  Assistance,   but  they  generally  hurry  thro',  and  the  greater  Part 
think  no  more  of  the  Classics  or  the  Sciences. 

I  expected  to  have  confined  these  remarks  within  a   single  sheet,  and 
by  enlarging  them  have  probably   mentioned  some  matters   too  trivial, 
but  not  to  lengthen  them  with   a  tedious  appology,  I  submit  them   to 
you  as  they  are,  and  thus  fulfil  my  Promise  to  you. 
New  Jersey  10th  Aug.  1786. 
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LETTER  FROM  WM.  S.   LIVINGSTON  TO  COL.  AARON  BURR.    •  i 
From  the  original  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  ,  i 

Beverwycx,  10th  July,  1782.  ',  | 
Dear  Burr  :— I  have  but  a  Momenta  Time  to  Congratulate  you  on  -\  | 
the  late  happy  Circumstance  of  your  Marriage  with  the  Amiable  Mrs.  i.  I 
Provost.  Confident  that  the  Object  of  your  Choice  would  ever  meet  :.  «j 
with  Universal  Esteem,  I  have  waited  impatiently  to  know  on  whom  it  s  If 
would  be  placed.  The  Secret  at  length  is  revealed,  and  the  Tongue  of  j|] 
Malice  dare  not  I  think  caluminate  it.  May  Love  be  the  Time  Piece  in-£vM| 
your  Mansion,  and  Happiness  its  Minute  Hand.  Present' if  you  please  mj5%;Jj 
respects  to  your  good  Lady  and  all  Friends  with  you,  in  which  this  whole  jfj  i 
Family  join.  Add  one  favor  more  if  your  please,  which  is  to  remind '^4; 
Mr.  Yarick  on  your  Return  to  Albany,  of  his  Promise  to  toe  to  have  the VJ- | 

$w  'I 


..,.1 


Injunction  taken  off  my  License  as  a  Practioneer  in  that  State,  you  will 
oblige 

Your  Most  Sincere  Friend, 

WM.  S.  LIVINGSTON.-^! 

Address.  -.'*'^1 

"  To  Colonel  Aarou  Burr,  "•'  jS'".  | 

"Mr.  Depeyster.?'  uAt  Paramus^  '1|'| 


OFFICERS  OF  COL.  PETER  SCHUYLER'S  REGIMENT,. 

1759. 

From  a  contemporaneous  list  in  possession  of  W.  A.  Whitehead. 

Colonel .Peter  Schuyler." 

Lieut.  Colonel Samuel  Hunt. 

Major William  Douglass..  ' 

Captains.  Lieutenants.  Ensigns. 

John  Rickey,  Peter  Schuyler,  Jonathan  Stonev 

John  Tenbrook,  Capt.  Lieut.      Enoch  Hunt, 

Wm.  McDonald,       Wm.  Pew,  Danl.  Cox, 

Amos  Ogden,  George  Corryell,  John  Alburtis, 

Silas  Newcomb,        Walter  Vantile,  Gilman  Freeman, 

Alex.  Anderson,       Elias  Dayton,  Wm.  Shute, 

Zep'haniah  Luse,      William  Maxwell,        Jacob  Bonnell, 
Francis  Bernard,      Josiah  Banks,  Michael  Henderson, 

Thomas  Griffin,  Phincas  Crane, 

William  Falkner,  Cox. 

Thos.  Longfield, 
Francis  Bernard,  Adj't. 
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I "'■■>'•'  »«r  ;  *&£•  .!*!  <         -        -  Trenton/  January,  21s£,  1869.  ' 

The  Society  held  its  Twenty-fourth  Annual! Meeting  at  the  State 
House  at  12  o'clock  M.,  the  Hon.  Richard  S.  Field,  First  Yice-Presi- 
dent,  presiding :  John  Rutherfurd,  Esq.,  Third  Vice-President,  being 
also  present. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  by  the  Recording  Secretary 
and  approved. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  reported  the  receipt  of  letters  from 
Messrs.  T.  N.  McCarter,'  A.  N.  Dougherty,  W.  H.  McClave,  Mark  H. 
Gould,  J.  D.  Orton,  E.  W.  McClave,  J.  H.  Kase,  and  W.  A.  Conover,  of 
Newark;  Mr.  Amos  Clark,  Jr.,  of  Elizabeth ;  Mr.  J.  H.  Nixon,  of  Mill- 
ville,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Johnson,  of  Trenton,  accepting  membership  ;  from 
Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle,  tendering  a  copy  of  an  address  "  On  the  Fathers  of 
Morris  County ;"  from  Mr.  Robert  Clarke,  of  Cincinnati,  making  inqui- 
ries relative  to  John  Cleve  Symmes,  and  transmitting  a  donation  to  the 
Library;  from  Rev.  A.  Q.  Garretson,  of  Jersey  City,  making  inquiries 
respecting  the  early  grants  of  Acquackanock ;  from  Mr.  C.  H.  Hart,  of 
Philadelphia,  referring  to  a  family  of  Scott's,  early  landholders  near 
Princeton ;  from  Mr.  Charles  B.  Moore,  of  New  York,  respecting  some 
branches  of  the  "Tuthill"  or  "Tuttle"  family ;  from  Rev.  E.  T.  Corwin, 
in  reference  to  the  publication  of  "  A  Manual  of  the  Reformed  Church  in 
America;"  from  Mr.  Wm.  C.Wallace,  transmitting  a  subscription  to  the 
Library  Fund  ;  from  Mr.  S.  Jenkins,  of  Wyoming,  Pa.,  relative  to  the 
Journal  of  Sullivan's  Expedition ;  from  Mr.  Samuel  T.  Clark,  of  Belvi- 
dere,  transmitting  a  diary  kept  by  Joseph  Clark  during  the  Revolution ; 
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from  Prof.  Moffat,  iu  answer  to  the  request  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy 
of  his  paper  read  before  the  Society  at  its  last  meeting ;  from  the  ,Mary- 
1  and  Historical  Society,  asking  for  some  of  the  Society's  publications; 
from  the  Essex  (Mass.)  Institute,  the  Smithsonian  Institute,  and  the 
Historical  Societies,  of  Massachusetts,  Long  Island  and  Maine,  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  its  Proceedings ;  from  Mr.  C.  S.  McKnight, 
of  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  making  inquiries  relative  to  the  Rev.  Chas. 
McKnight,  one  of  the  early  trustees  of  Princeton  Cellege  ;  from  the  Rev. 
Jas.  E.  Bernard,  of  Boardville,  N.  J.,  communicating  some  items  of  in-; 
formation  relative  to  Robert  Erskine,  of  Ringwood ;  from  Mr.  C.  C. 
Haven,  of  Trenton,  transmitting  a  copy  of  an  unpublished  letter  from 
General  Washington  to  the  Rev.  Samuel  Haven,  D.  D. ;  and  from  nu- 
merous other  parties  on  matters  connected  with  the  Society's  operations; 
and  the  Society  was  informed  of  the  action  taken  in  answer  thereto. 

The  Librarian  reported  the  donations  to  the  Library  since  the  meeting, 
in  May  (which  will  be  found  en  a  following  page),  and  drew  attention; 
particularly  to  a  large  number  of  pamphlets  received  from  Mr.  David 
A.  Hayes,  among  them  some  exceedingly  rare.  -j 

X 

The  Treasurer  repcrted  the  balance  iu  the  treasury  to  be  $0.30.14,  and, 
$1,160  as  the  amount  of  invested  funds. 


The  Executive  Committee  reported  the  Society  as  quietly  extending' 
its  advantages  as  heretofore  to  all  who  would  profit  by  them,  its  benefi- 
cial influences  developing  more  and  more  with  the  demand  made  upon 
its  resources. 

"  If  we  revert,'"  said  the  report,  "  to  the  period  of  its  organization,:! 
and  consider  the  clouds  that  then  rested  upon  our  local  history,  and; 
then  mark  the  change  which  has  been  wrought  by  the  researches  of' 
those  connected  with  the  Society,  or  through  the  materials  it  hasJ 
amassed,  its  true  importance  to  the  State  cannot  fail  to  be  better  apprc-i 
ciated.  Each  year  enlarges  the  number  of  those  interested  in  rescuing'-! 
from  oblivion  the  fleeting  mementoes  of  the  past,  and  increases  thei 
accumulation  of  facts  that  will,  it  is  hoped,  in  due  time,  result  in  thei 
production  of  a  general  history  of  New  Jersey,  creditable  alike  to  both! 
its  author  and  the  State."  if 

The  Committee  regretted  that  there  should  be  any  backwardness  in3 
contributing  to  the  resources  of  the   Society   through  subscriptions  to- 
the  Library  Fund,  or  by  regularity  in  paying  the  regular  fees ;  but  it 
was  nevertheless  true  that  the  rent  of  the   rooms    and   the    incidental, 
expenses  of  the  Library  had  been  borne  for  several  years  by  the  volun- 
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[tary  contributions  of  a  few  members  of  the  Society,  and  that  there  was 
fnot  as  systematic  a  discharge  of  the  pecuniary  liabilities  of  membership 
|as  was  desirable. 

{iThe  Committee  draw  attention  to  the  propriety  of  modifying  a  reso- 
lution adopted  in  1867,  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  lot  owned  by  the 
liety  in  Newark,  so  that  it  would  allow  of  an  arrangement  being 

lade  with  the  Newark  Library  Association,  or  any  other  literary  in 

Mitution,  for  the  erection  and  joint  occupancy  of  a  fire-proof  building. 
)i 

IThe  Committee  on  Publications  reported  the  issue  of  another  num- 
of.  the  current  proceedings,  bringing  them  down,  in  print,  to  the 
>resent  time. 

jThe  Committee  on  the  Library  reported  the  arrangement  of  all  the 

Tew  Jersey  newspapers  in  the  possession  of  the  Society,  and  the  prog- 
made  in  binding  them — a  mass  of  information,  relating  to  the  local 

Jtory  and  genealogical  annals  of  the  State,  having  been  thus  preserved 

id  made  available.  They  drew  the  attention  of  the  members  to  the 
lecessity  of  keeping  the  subscriptions   to   the  Library  Fund   active. 

|me  will  expire  the  present  year,  which   they  trust  will  be  renewed  ; 

id  others  in  addition  were  solicited,  made  payable  at  any  time  of  the 
fear  that  may  be  most  convenient,   and  for  one  or  more  years  at  the 

>tion  of  the  subscribers.  The  members  would  confer  a  favor  by  com- 
ronicating  their  wishes  to  the  Secretary. 

gThe  Committee  on  nominations  reported  favorably  on  the  names  of 
iurteen  gentlemen  which  had  been  referred  to  them,  and  they  were 
lected  by  ballot ;  and  new  nominations  were  received. 

j,The  Chair  appointed  the  following  Standing  Committees  for  the  year : 
.On  Publications.  William  A.  Whitehead,  Henry  W.  Green,  Samuel 
fc, Pennington,  M.  D.,  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.  D.,  and  John  Ruthcrfurd. 
\0n  the  Library.  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  Peter  S.  Duryee,  John  P.  Jack- 
m,  Martin  R.  Dennis,  with  the  Treasurer  and  officers  residing  in 
[ewark. 
lOn  Nominations.     David  A.  Hayes,  Peter  S.  Duryee,   and  Rev.  R.  K. 

Bodgers,  D.  D. 
On  Statistics.     N.  Norris  Halsted,  F.  Wolcott   Jackson,  Rev.  Samuel 
Hamill,  D.  D.,  E.  M.  Shreeve,  and  Arthur  Ward,  M.  D. 
[Messrs.  Bowne,  Maclean  and  Mackin,  were  appointed  a  committee  to 

lOminate  officers,  who  subsequently  reported  the  following  list,  which 
Fas adopted: 


94  MEETING   IN  TRENTON. 

President,  5 

Richard  S.  Field Princeton. 

Vice-Presidents, 

Henry  W.  Green Trenton.- 

John  Rutherfurd Newark! 

Ravaud  K.  Rodgers,  D.  D Bound  Brook.j 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

William  A.  Whitehead Newark 

Recording  Secretary, 

David  A.  Hayes Newark.* 

Treasurer, 

Robert  S.  Swords Newark] 

Librarian, 
Samuel  H.  Congar . Neioark'j. 

Executive  Committee, 

Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.  D ,  Newark^ 

Charles  S.  Olden Princeton: 

N.  Norris  Halsted Hudson  County) 

JonN  Hall,  D.  D Trenton*. 

Samuel  M.  Hamill,  D.  D Lawrenceville^ 

John  Clement Haddonfie 

Charles  C.  Haven Trentonh 

William  B.  Kinney Neioamk 

Peter  S.  Duryee Newark^ 

Mr.  Whitehead  presented,  in  behalf  of  Mr.  J.  Lawrence  Kearny; 
of  Perth  Amboy,  an  original  order  dated  December  7th,  1672,  signed] 
by  Lord  John  Berkeley  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  and  sealed  with  theirj 
seals,  directing  the  Governor  and  Council  of  East  Jersey  to  relinquisl 
for  seven  years  one-third  of  the  annual  quit-rents  due  from  the  corpo] 
ration  of  Woodbridge ;  and  also  authorizing  grants  to  Samuel  Moorej 
of  that  township. 

On  presenting  this  interesting  document,  Mr.  Whitehead  remarked] 
that,  as  it  was  thought  necessary  by  some  writers  upon  our  history  to] 
consider  the  Lords  Proprietors  as  always  insisting  upon  "  the  pound  ojj 
flesh,"  it  was  well  that  such  documentary  evidence  was  available '  to] 
prove  that  where  their  rights  were  not  contested  they  were  not  so  strict 
in  their  enforcement.  He  adverted  to  the  fact  that,  from  want  of  ap- 
preciation of  their  value,  many  papers  equally  as  interesting,  perhaps j 
had  been  and  were  yearly  being  destroyed.     All  such  should  be  soughi 
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Jout  and  deposited  with  the  Society.  He  also  alluded  to  the  neglect  of 
many  township  officers  in  not  taking  proper  care  of  their  records  and 
transferring  them  to  their  successors.  As  long  ago  as  1857,  the  present 
Comptroller  of  the  State,  William  K.  McDonald,  Esq.,  had  at  his  in- 
stance endeavored  to  get  the  Legislature  to  sanction  some  measures  for 
[the  preservation  of  the  public  records,  but  without  success.  Since  that 
[time  several  instances  had  come  to  his  knowledge  of  records,  then  in 
[good  preservation,  having  been  lost  or  destroyed.  He  thought  the  sub- 
ject worthy  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature. 

•Mr.  W.  also  presented  from  Mrs.  Gertrude  P.  Smith,  of  Perth  Am- 
>y,  the  original  commission  of  James  Smith,  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Su- 
)reme  Court  and  Register  of  the  Proprietory  in  1715,  signed  by  sixteen 
Lmembers  of  the  Board. 

Rev.  John  Hall,  D.D.,  presented  a  number  of  interesting  and  valua- 
ble papers  and  old  pamphlets,  in  relation  to  which   Mr.  Hates   made 

>me  pertinent  remarks,  urging  donations  of  a  similar  character,  as 
>flentimes,  what  might  be  deemed  of  no  value  intrinsically,  would  flu- 
sh missing  links  to  a  chain  of  facts  that  might  prove  of  great  interest. 

[e  illustrated  this  by  stating  that  although  it  had  been  thought  that. 

fewark  had  at  one  time  been  the  residence  of  the  family  of  the  poet 
Jhelly,  no  proof  of  the  fact  had  been  discovered  until  accidentally  an  old 
leed  was  found  to  which  the  name  of  Shelly's  father  was  appended  as  a 

ritness. 

Mr.    Ralph  Yoorhees,  of  Middlebush,  offered    some     suggestions 
lating  to  the  best  mode  of  enlisting  the  interest  of  one  or  more  indi- 
viduals in  each  township  of  the  State  for  the  objects  of  the  Society;  and 
ras  followed  by  the  Rev.  Drs.  Hall  and  Maclean,  on  the  importance 
)f  personal  attention  to  the  history  of  particular  events  with  a  view  of 
liciting  the  truth  respecting'them.     Mr.  Whitehead  drew  attention  to 
le  fact  that  the  Society  on  its  organization  had  put  forth  a  circular 
ilculated  to  provoke  inquiries  and  to  elicit  the  interest  alluded  to  by 
Voorhees,  and  that  a  copy  of  such  circular  was  still  sent  to  cacli 
lew  member. 

In  furtherance  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
Duryee  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

\ltaoivedt  That  the  Executive  Committee,  in  conjunction  with  the  Committee 
the  Library,  be  empowered  to  make  such  arrangements  as  they  may  doom 
Ivisnble  with  any  one  or  more  of  the  literary  institutions  of  the  city  of  Newark, 
flth  a  view  to  the  erection  and  joint-occupancy  of  a  lire-proof  building  on  tho  lot 
'land  owned  by  the  Society  in  said  city,  and  that  the   President  and   Secretary 
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be  authorized  to  ratify  and  confirm  the  same  in  behalf  of  the  Society,  on  the 
request  of  the  said  Joint  Committee,  by  the  execution  of  all  necessary  legal 
documents. 

At  3  P.  M.,  Mr.  Rutherfurd  in  the  chair,  the  Society  was  favored 
with  an  address  u  On  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  Hon.  James  Parker, 
late  President  of  the  Society,"  by  Judge  Field,  which  for  an  hour  and 
a  half  absorbed  the  attention  of  all  present. 

At  its  close  Col.  Swords  remarked,  he  felt  confident  that  he  would  be 
only  giving  expression  to  the  sentiments  of  all  present  iu  characterizing 
the  paper  which  had  so  interested  them  as  a  most,  worthy  memorial  of 
a  worthy  man,  and  offered  a  resolution  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
be  tendered  to  Judge  Field  for  his  admirable  address,  and  that  a  copy 
be  requested  for  publication,  which  was  adopted. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  Newark  on  the  third  Thursday 
of  Mav  next. 


ELECTED  JANUARY  21st,  1809. 


Allen  L.  Bassett,  Irvington. 

A.  Starts  Bonney,  Railway. 

James  DeHart  Bruen,  Newark. 

E.  A.  Campbell,  D.D.,  Hdboken. 

George  Haskins,  Newark. 

S.  R.  W.  Heath,  Newark. 

Andrew  Kirkpatrick,  Nexcark. 

Samuel  P.  Nicholson,  Tardville,  Mercer  County. 

Daniel  Price,  Newark. 

Francis  M.  Tichenor,  Newark. 

Augustus  Pruyn,  Newark. 

Lewis  F.  Randolph,  Newark. 

Barton  F.  Thorn,  Crossicick3,  Burlington  County. 

Roswell  Van  Busk  irk,  Newark. 


Btlttlms  torn  €Qtmp\ximu  aitxr  tytytxs, 

LAID  BEFORE  THE  SOCIETY  JANUARY  21,  1869. 


FROM  C.  C.  HAVEN,  ESQ. 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  Dec.  28th,  18G8. 
Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq.,  Cor.  Sec,  &c: 
H    Dear  Sir — Under  the  impression  that  state  historical  societies  are 

not,  or  ought  not  to  be,  so  sectional  in  their  character  as  to  be  uniformly 
^opposed  to  receiving  matters  of  historical  interest,  either  national  or 
[personal,  I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
iGeneral  Washington  to  ray  father,  then  residing  in  New  Hampshire, 
|which  was  found  among  his  papers  when  he  died  in  180G,  and  is  now  in 
■the  family  of  his  executor,  at  Portsmouth,  and  which  to  my  knowledge 
:has  never  yet  been  published.  A  photogruphic  fac-simile  of  the  ori- 
;;ginal  letter  I  will,  at  our  next  meeting,  present  to  the  Society  for  their 
t (examination,  and  if  desired,  I  will  present  them  with  a  copy,  like  the 
|copy  of  his  (Washington's)  original  letter  to  the  ladies  of  Trenton,  in 
[1789,  which  I  sent  you.  The  paper  on  which  both  are  writteu  is  discol- 
ored by  time,  but  both  letters  present  the  unmistakable  penmanship, 
[the  dignified  courtesy  and  admirable  style  of  the  author.  He  was  the 
[model  of  a  finished  gentleman  towards  others,  and  as  prudential  and 
'attentive  to  private  matters  as  he  was  in  public  concerns.  I  delight  to 
^contemplate  him  in  this  character.  It  is  no  wonder  that  he  was  u  first 
[in  the  hearts  of  his  countrymen."  My  father's  letter  was  unanswered. 
(for  good  reasons  as  you  will  perceive,  for  nearly  teu  months,  and  what 
|his  feelings  were  I  can  easily  imagine  —those  of  surprise,  perhaps,  but 
|not  of  distrust  or  resentment;  for  when  Washington  visited  Portsmouth 
ftwo  years  afterwards,  being  consulted  by  the  selectmen  of  the  town  to 
[know  by  what  title  they  should  address  him,  as  President  or  General,  he 
'sent  them  that  improvised  answer  in  verse  which  may  innGcently   have 

)e.en  attributed  to  a  greater  poet,  but  not  to  a  truer  American  : 

Faroe  spread  her  wings,  ami  loud  her  trumpet  blew, 
"  Great  Washington  is  near !     What  praise  his  due — 

What  title  shall  he  have  ?"     She  paused  and  said, 
Not  one  !    His  name  strikes  every  title  dead  ! 

*  The  writer  of  this  high  compliment  to  Washington,  who,  like  Alfred. 
[was  the  "  Father  of  the  State,"  through   whose  never-despairing  energy 
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the  cause'of  our  nation's  independence  was  gained,  not  lost,  meant  what 
he  wrote.  He  was  five  years  older  than  "Washington.  He  was  an  Amer- 
ican Clergyman  of  the  Puritan  stock,  growing  more  and  more  liberal  all 
his  life.  His  published  sermon  on  the  death  of  his  Majesty  George  the 
2d,  and  the  happy  accession  of  his  blessed  Majesty  George  the  3d,  has 
been  in  my  possession.  Soon  after  this  he  was  made  D.D.  by  the  Uni- 
versity of  Edinburgh,  and  also  by  Dartmouth  College.  But  ever  ready 
to  put  his  liberal  principles  into  practice,  he  was  among  the  first  to 
shoulder  a  parson's  musket,  and  to  join  General  Sullivan,  John  Lang- 
don,  and  other  patriots  in  1774,  who  resisted  the  King's  government  and 
took  away  his  arms  and  ammunition;  and  afterwards  he  used  the 
earth  under  his  own  meeting-house  and  other  old  buildings  with 
which  he  made  saltpetre  to  manufacture  powder  for  our  army.  With 
that  musket  and  in  the  saltpetre- vats  I  have  had  many  a  boyish  sport. 
When  Washington's  death  was  announced  to  my  father  in  1799,  I  was 
a  boy  of  twelve  years  old,  and  witnessed  the  shock  that  event  gave  him. 
It  was  unexpected  and  completely  overwhelming.  He  retired  to  his 
study  speechless,  and  the  old  man  was  like  a  tender  boy  bereft  of  a 
beloved  parent,  and  so  seemed  every  one  that  I  met  with  in  the  street. 

11  Such  honors  Ilion  to  her  heroes  paid, 

And  peaceful  slept  the  mighty  Hector's  shade.1' 

Suffer  me  now,  sir,  to  write  you  a  few  lines  (instead  of  saying  nothing 
in  the  style  of  one  in  whose  praise  so  much  can  be  said),  concerning 
Colonel  Tobias  Lear,  the  subject  of  the  letter  now  enclosed  to  you.  Who 
it  was  that  first  made  Washington  to  know  him  and  to  write  to  my 
father  for  a  recommendation  of  him,  I  cannot  say,  but  I  presume  it  was 
some  of  the  Congressmen,  then  in  session  in  Philadelphia  forming  the 
Constitution.  He  was  a  member  of  Washington's  family,  and  his  confi- 
dential secretary  for  fourteen  years.  He  was  at  his  bed-side  when  he 
died,  and  wrote  a  particular  memoir  of  his  sickness  and  decease.  His 
mother  was  a  dignified  old  lady  of  Portsmouth,  N.  H.,  living  in  a  ven- 
erable mansion,  where  Washington  called  upon  her  in  1789,  as  appears 
by  his  private  memorandum.  She  was  very  deaf,  but  polite  and  stately 
in  her  manners.  She  was  a  member  of  my  father's  congregation,  whom 
we  always  called  Madam.  I  have  seen  at  her  house  many  gifts  and  | 
reminiscences  of  the  Washington  and  Custis  families. 

Whatever  disparagement  Col.  Lear's  reputation  may  have  received; 
after  Washington's  death,  owing  to  political  opposition,  I  cannot  but  I 
think  that  the  high  satisfaction  he  gave  to  Washington  and  the  enco-1 
miumspaid  him  by  Hon.  Richard  Rush,  who  had  access  to  his  private] 
papers  and  knew  him  well,  must  ever  be  considered  a  sufficient  justifi-, 
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cation  for  the  letter  my  father  gave  him,  and  entitle  him  to  the  gratitude 

of  his  countrymen. 

r:  Very  respec  tf u  1 1  y  y  o  u  rs, 

C.  C.  HAVEN. 

Copy  of  an  unpublished  letter   from  General  Washington   to   Rev. 
iSamuel  Haven,  D.  D.,  Portsmouth,  N.  H. : 

Mount  Vernon,  Mar.  10,  1787. 
>    Rev'd  Sir  :  Although  I  gave  the  greatest  credence  to  your  account 
iof  the  talents  and  good  behaviour  of  Mr.  Lear,  yet  before  I  subscribed 
Lto  them,  I  was  desirous  of  a  Httle  time  to  form  my  own  judgement  of 
Votli. 

w  To  this,  and  to  this  only,  you  will  be  pleased   to  attribute  my  not 
^acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  6th  of  May,  at  an  earlier 
ieriod. 

m  It  is  Avith  pleasure  I  now  inform  you,  that  the  deportment  of  this 
iyoung  Gentleman  since  he  has  been  a  member  of  my  family,  has  been 
30  perfectly  proper  and  pleasing  as  to  render  him  highly  esteemed. 
|Sensible  that  saying  this  to  a  gentleman  who  has  discovered  an  interest 
his  welfare,  could  not  be  unpleasing,  is  the  cause  of  my  giving  you 
Ithe  trouble  of  this  letter,  at  the  same  time  that  it  affords  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  thankiug  you  for  the  polite  and  affectionate  wishes  with  which 
four  letter  is  replete,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  respect  with  which 
I  am,  Rev'd  Sir, 

Your  most  Obed't  H'ble  Sert, 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 
The  Rev'd  Sam* J,  Haven. 


FROM  REV.  JAS.  E.  BERNARD. 

Board ville,  N.  J.,  July  21,  1808. 
r.  S.  H.  Congak: 

►Dear  Sir  :  Enclosed,  please  lind  copies  of  the  inscriptions  on  the  two 
>mb-stones  in  the  Cemetery  at  Ring-wood,  N.  J.  (of  which  wo  spake 
rhen  I  saw  you  at  your  house). 

^The  fact,  which  I  mentioned  to  you  as  communicated  to  me  by  Rev. 
>r.  Messier,  of  Somerville,  I  will  give  you  in  the  following  extract  from 
lis  letter : 

^'.When  at  Dryburgh  Abbey,  visiting  the  tomb  of  Walter  Scott  and 

wife,  I  observed  a  small  mural  tablet  near  by.  from  which  I  copied 

i'e  following  inscription:  'Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Henry 

3kine  and  his  sons  Ralph  and  Ebenczer  Erskine,  ministers  of  the  SC' 
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cession  Church  of  Scotland.  Henry  was  born  at  Dry  burgh,  last  of  33 
children  of  Ralph  Erskiue  of  Scalfield  and  Dryburgh,  descended  from 
a  brother  of  the  Earl  of  Mar,  Regent  of  Scotland  in  James  Vlth's  reign. 
Henry  was  Minister  of  Cornhill,  died  after  being  imprisoned  in  the 
tower  of  Bass-rock  Aug.  10,  1G96. 

Ralph,  Minister  of  Dunfermline  died  Nv.  1G,  1752. 

Ebenezcr,  Minister  of  Potomac  died  June  2,  1754. 

Erected  by  Sir  David  Erskine  of  Dryburgh  Abbey.,, 
This  extract  may  perhaps  be  of  some  interest  to  you. 

COPIES   OF   THE   INSCRIPTIONS  ON  TWO  TOMB-STONES   AT 
RINGWOOD,  PASSAIC   COUNTY,  NEW  JERSEY. 

In  memory  of  Robert  Erskine  F.  R.  S. 

Geographer  and  Surveyor  General  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 

Son  of  the  Rev.  Ralph  Erskine,  late  Minister  at  Dunfermline  in  Scotland. 

Born  September  7th  1735.     Died  October  2d,  1780. 

Aged  45  yrs.  and  25  days. 

In  memory  of  Robert  Monteath, 

Clark  to  Robert  Erskine,  Esq. 

Born  at  Dunblain  in  Scotland. 

Died  Dec.  2,  1778. 

Aged  33  yrs. 


GRANT     FROM   LORD     JOHN   BERKELEY   AND    SIR   GEORGE 

CARTERET. 
From  the  Original  jiresented  by  Mr.  J.  Lawrence  Kearny. 

To  our  Governo1'  &  Councill  as  also  to  yc  Receiv1-  Genrall  of-or  Pro- 
vince of  new  Ccsarea  or  new  Jersey 

Wee  doe  hereby  signifie  vnto  you  or  either  of  you,  that  it  is  our  good 
will  and  pleasure  to    manifest   our   grace  &   bounty   vnto  yc   Justices  1 
Magestrates  &  freeholders  of  ye  towne  &  Corperacon  of  Woodbridsre  in 
ye  prouince  abouesaid  so  farr  foth  as  to  give  vnto  them  one  third  part  or.;i 
yc  high  or  quitt  rents  due  vnto  vs  our  heiresor  success1"3  for  seuen  yeares3 
next  to  come  from  ye  date  hereof  after  wch  time  of  seuen  yeares  they  ye  | 
s(l  Corperacon  or  township  are  to  pay  the  full  proporcon  of  rent  to  vs  or 
Heires  and  assigns  according  to  their  Charters  and  Pattents. 

Wee  doe  further  order  you  or  Govrnor  and  Councill  or  Receiv1'  Genrall 
to  pay  vnto  Samuell  Moore  of  Woodbridge  or  his  Order  for  vs  out  [of 
s'l  ]  Quitt  rents  yearly  for  y°  space  of  seuen   yeares   next  to   come   from 
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ye  date  hereof  the  summ  of  term  pounds  yearely,  the  wch  we  will  allow 
■of 

'And  wee  Likewise  p'mitt  you  to  grauut  vnto  Samuell  Moore  aboussaid 
[|yor  warrant  ffor  him  to  take  vp  Sixty  acres  of  Vpland  for  each  head  that 
:properly  belongs  to  him  (besides  such  hee  hath  already  taken  vp  for) 
[although  they  are  not  of  age  according  to  ye  Concessions  wth  ye  Marsh 
land  Meadow  ground  adioyning  therevnto,  and  if  no  Marsh  or  Meadow 
(ground  bee  adioyning  hee  may  have  Liberty  to  take  so  much  neerest 
[adiacent  therevnto  as  is  allotted  to  ye  proporcon  of  Vpland  according  to 

four  discretion,  and  when  Surveyed  to  graunt  him  a  .pattent  for  ye  same 

fee  paying  or  Quitt  rent. 
Given  vnder  our  liands  and  sealcs  at  Whitehall  yc  7th  day  of  December, 

1672. 


,G.  CARTERET. 
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rJO.  BERKLEY. 
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§smtifm& 

%  ANNOUNCED  JANUARY  21,  1869. 

■rom  the  New  Hampshire  Historical  Society — Documents  andlJpMtortls 
relating  to  the  Province  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  Earliest  Hifriod 
|pf  its/Settlement :   1G23-1G8G.     Vol.1. 

om  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society — Collections  of  the  Society, 
*Vol.  VIII.     Fourth  Series. 

om  the  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin — Reports  and  Collections  of 
[the  State  Historical  Society  for  the  years  18G7,  'G8  and  769.  Vol.  V. 
Parts  1,  2  and  3. 

Yom   the   Ioioa   Historical  Society — The   Annals   of  Iowa.      July    and 
October,  18G8. 

■rom  the  Maryland  Historical  Society— Origiu  and  Growth  of  Liberty 
in  Maryland.     By  Geo.  Wra.  Brown.     Fifth  Annual  Discourse,  13th 
April,  1850. 
Reports  of  the  President  of  the  Society,  1850  and  'US. 

\  The  Maryland  Historical  Society  and  the  Peabody  Institute.  By 
Brantz  Meyer,  April,  18GG. 

fc"  Hon.  Wm.  Fell  Giles'  Annual  Discourse  (the  Tenth)  before  the  So- 
ciety, 17th  Dec,  18GG. 
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Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  with  the  list  of  Officers, 
Honorary,  Corresponding  and  Active  Members.     18G7. 

Life  and  Services  of  Gen.  Otho  Holland  Williams,  of  the  Maryland 
Line.     By  Osmond  Tiffany,  1851. 

Baltimore — Long,  Long  Time  Ago,  etc.,  etc.  (Poems).  By  W.  B. 
Buchanan,  1853. 

Who  were  the  Early  Settlers  of  Maryland?  By  Rev.  Dr.  Ethan 
Allen  ;  October  1865. 

Memoir  of  John  H.  Alexander,  LL.D.,  read  before  the  Society  May 
2,  1867.     By  Win.  Pinkney,  D.  D. 

History,  Possessions  and  Prospects  of  the  Society.  Inaugural  Dis- 
course of  B.  Meyer  as  President,  7th  March,  1867 — the  first  issue  of 
the  Publication  Fund. 

The  First  Commander  of  Kent  Island  (George  Evelin).  By  Sebas- 
tian F.  Streeter,  late  Secretary  M.  H.  S.     1868. 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society. 
Special  Meeting,  June  2,  1868. 

From  the  American  Philosophical  Society — Proceedings  of  the  Society, 
vol.  X.,  Nos.  78,  79  and  80. 

From  the  Smithsonian  Institution — Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Know- 
ledge, vol.  XV.  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
Institution,  for  1867. 

From  the  New  England  Historic- Genealogical  Society — The  Hist,  and  Gen.: 
Register,  vol.  XXII.,  Nos.  3  and  4.     Vol.  XXV.,  No.  1.     A  Discourse 
commemorative  of  John  A.  Andrew,  Late  President  of  the  Society.. ! 
By  Rev.  Elias  Nason.     Hon.  Marshall  P.  Wilder's  Address  (President: 
of  the  Society)  Jan.  G,  1869. 

From  the  Essex  Institute — Historical  Collections  of  the  Institute,  Second 
Series.     Part  1. 

From  David  A.  Hayes — Correspondence  between  the  Hon.  John  Adams 
and  Wm.  Cunningham,  Esq.  LXIII  Letters,  beginning  in  1803  and 
ending  in  1812.     1823. 

J.  Q.  Adams'  Oration  at  Quincy,  Mass.,  July  4,  1831. 

Lives  of  Celebrated  Statesmen,  by  J.  Q.  Adams,  with  a  Sketch  of: 
the  Author,  by  the  Rev.  C.  W.  Upham.     1846. 

The  Jubilee  of  the  Constitution,  a  Discourse  30th  April,  1839. 

Oration  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  Lafayette,  31st  Dec,  1834,  by 
John  Q.  Adams. 

The  following  speeches  by  Daniel  Webster : 
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Speech  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  U.  S.,  Feb.  10,  1844,  in  the 
case  of  Stephen  Girard's  Will.     A  Defence  of  the  Christian  Religion. 

Vindication  of  the  Treaty  of  "Washington  of  1842,  in  the  Senate, 
April  184G. 

Speech  at  Niblo's  Saloon,  New  York,  15th  March  1837. 

Discourse  in  Commemoration  of  Adams  and  Jefferson,  in  Fancuil 
Hall,  Aug.  2.  182G. 

Speech  on  the  President's  Protest,  in  the  Senate,  May  7,  1804. 

Speech  on  the  Greek  Revolution  in  the  H.  of  R.  Dec.  1823. 

Argument  in  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  Rhode  Island  Question, 
Jan.  27,  1848. 

Remarks  on  the  Life  and  Writings  of  Daniel  Webster,  taken  (with 
some  additions)  from  the  18th  No.  Amer.  Quarterly  Review. 


The  following  sermons  : — 
|?!  Dr.  Griffin's  Farewell  Sermon,  Newark,  May  28,  1809. 

Dr.  Griffin's  Sermon  before  the  Amer.  Board  of  Missions,  Sept.  14, 
J1826.  J'*' 

|   Dr.  Springs,  on  the  Doctrine  of  Election,  Dec,  181G.  ^gf 

Lyman  Beecher's  Sermon,  at  Newark,  Oct.  1808,  "The  Government 
of  God  desirable." 

Address  at  the  Funeral  of  Mrs.  Sarah  Gumming,  by  James  Richards, 
FA.  M.,  June  24,  1812. 

Wm.  J.  Armstrong's  Sermon  on  the  Death  of  David  J.  Burr,  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  1838. 

Dr.  Emmon's  Sermon  at  Wrentham,  March,  181G,  at  the  Funeral  of 
'Mrs.  Farrington. 

Discourse  at  Williamsburg,  Nov.  1828,  at  the  Funeral  of  Mrs.  Fide- 
lia Lord.     By  Edward  Hitchcock,  Prof,  in  Amherst  College 
p  Rev.  W.  T.  Hamilton's  Sermon,  on  the  Death  of  Mrs.  Eliza,  wife  of 
IGen.  D.  S.  Clinch,  Mobile,  May  24,  1835. 

"Grounds   of  Thanksgiving.''      W.    T.    Hamilton's   Discourse    at 
[Newark,  Dec  3,  1831. 

J  "The  Bush  that  Burned  with  Fire,"   a  Sermon  by  Bishop  O.  W. 
poane,  Dec.  31,  1840. 

"The  Building  up  of  the  Church."     By  the  Rev.  E.  W.  Wiltbank 
VI.  A.,  preached  at  Stratford,  on  resigning  the  rectorship,  1842. 
£,"  Church  Discipline,  as  Instrumental  to  Christian  Unity;"  the  Au- 
fnual  Sermon  before  the  Annual  Convention,  Diocese  of  N.  J.,  May, 
[1843,  by  Rev.  J.  D.  Ogilby,  M.  A. 
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The  Ministers  Rule  of  Duty.  A  Sermon  by  Prof.  E.  Hitchcock, 
Dec.  3,  1828,  at  the  Installation  of  Rev.  F.  Griswold  at  South  Had- 
lev  Canal. 


Puseyism  or  Newmania,  exhibited  from  the  diverse  writings  of 
Bishop  Doane  and  Bishop  M'llvaine,  with  some  remarks  on  Apostolic 
Succession,  &c.     By  a  Presbyterian. 

Story's  Discourse  before  the  Society  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa,  Aug.  25, 
1826,  Boston. 

Oration  by  J.  G.  Percival,  M.  D.,  before  the  Phi  Beta  Kappa  Society, 
Sept.  10,  1822,  New  Haven. 

Time.  A  Poem  by  the  Rev.  J.  II.  Clinch,  A.  M.,  at  Washington 
College,  Aug.  4,  1841. 

Essays  on  Slavery ;  re-published  from  the  Boston  Recorder  and 
Telegraph,  for  1825.     By  Vigornius  and  others. 

President  Humphrey's  Parallel  between  Intemperance  and  the 
Slave  Trade,  1828. 

President  Fisk's  Address,  July  4,  1835,  before  the  Middletown  Col- 
onization Society. 

An  Address  to  the  Presbyterians  of  Kentucky,  proposing  a  Plan  for 
the  Instruction  and  Emancipation  of  their  Slaves.  By  a  Committee 
of  the  Synod.     1830. 

Historical  Notes  on  Slavery  and  Colonization,  and  of  efforts  in  New 
Jersey  made  in  favor  of  Colonization.     1842. 

Speeches  of  W.  H.  Seward,  Lewis  Cass,  J.  C.  Calhoun  and  Daniel 
Webster,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  in  U.  S.  Senate.     March,  1850. 

Freedom  or  Despotism.     A  Discourse  by  Rev.  H.  C.  Fish.     185G. 

H.  C.  Carey's  Letter  on  the  Slave  Question.     1848. 

The  Pope's  Bull,  and  the  words  of  Daniel  O'Connell,  on  Slavery. 

Hon.  C.  F.  Mercer's  Discourse  on  Popular  Education,  delivered  at 
Princeton,  Sept.  26,  1830. 

Address  by  ^Nicholas  Biddle,  LL.D.,  at  Priuceton,  Sept.  29,  1835. 

Wm,  Wirt's  Discourse  on  the  Lives  and  Characters  of  Jefferson  and 
Adams,  at  Washington,  Oct.  19,  182G. 

Chief  Justice  Hnrnblower's  Discourse.  April  17,  1841,  at  Newark. 
In  memory  of  Wm.  Henry  Harrison. 

Charles  King's  Eulogy  upon  John  Q.  Adams,  at  Elizabeth,  April  5, 
1848. 

Outline  of  the  Life  of  William  Henry  Harrison,  of  Ohio.     1840. 

Life  of  Abraham  Lincoln.     (Tribune  Tract). 

National  Medals  of  America.     By  Thomas  Wyatt,  A.  M.     1854. 
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Antiquities  of  America.     A  Lecture  by  A.  Davis.     1847. 
Olden  Time  in  New  York,  by  Those  who  knew.     1833. 
Memoir  upon  Upper  California.     By.  J.  C.  Fremont.     1848. 
Eulogium  on  Gen.  Garret  D.  Wall,  by  Hon.  L.  Q.  C.  Elmer.     1851. 
Oration  upon  "  Our  Sleeping-  Heroes/'  Feb.  22,  18GG.     By  J.  David - 
|  son,  Esq. 

/'     Oration  delivered  by  Gov.   Parker,   July  4,   1805.     "Memorial  of 
IjohnHart." 

Wm.  W.  Miller's  Address  before  Newark  Bible  Society,  Judc,  1824. 
|-  Constitution,  &c,  with  Theodore  Frelinghuysen's  Address  before 
|the  Newark  Female  Auxiliary  Bible  Society.     1823. 

Can  the  Camden  and  Am  boy  Monopoly  be  abolished?  Address  of 
the  Canal  and  Railroad  Companies  to  the  People  of  N.  J.,  and  Re- 
view of  the  address,  by  a  Citizen  of  Burlingi^gf  1848. 
I   Appeal  of  Com.  R.  F.  Stockton  to  the  People  of  N.  J.     1819. 

History  of  the  Railroad  Conflict  in  the  84th  Legislature,  from 
authentic  documents.     1860.    ■  ^« 

John  P.  Jackson's  Correspondence  with  Citizens  of  New  Jersey  on 
[a  General  Railroad  System.     I860. 

Railroad  Management  in  New  Jersey,  its  influence  upon  the  New 
pTork  Suburbs.     By  Norman.     18G4. 

Acts  of  Incorporation  of  the  several  Passenger  Railway  Companies 
tm  Philadelphia.     1858. 

W  Opinion  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
kin  the  cases  of  "  Smith  vs.  Turner,"  and  •*  Norris  vs.  the  City  of  Bos- 
ton."    1848. 

Opinion  of  Justice  Grier,  in  case  of  Wm.  B.  Sickels  and  others  vs. 
Hthe  Gloucester  Manufacturing  Co.     1857. 

National  and  State  Taxation  ;  their  operation  and  results  as  affect- 
ling  Life  Insurance,  with  Appendix.     18G2. 

Letters  to  the  Members  of  the  Amer.  Tract  Society,  on  the  Tract 
•^Controversy,  by  the  Boston  Secretary.     1858. 

Correspondence  between  the  Wardens  and  Vestry  and  the  Rector 

Sand  Assistant  Minister  of  Trinity  Church,  Boston.     1846. 
Hi 

Proceedings  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Greene  Foundation,  relative  to 

Ithe  Resignation  of  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Watson. 

The  Spirit  of  the  Old  Dominion.    Nos.  3  and  4.    Richmond.     1827. 

Address  before  the  Alumni  of  Rutgers  College,  July  16th,  183(.). 
^By  Garret  J.  Garretsou,  A.  M. 

An  Address  July  14,  1840.     By  Isaac  N.  Wyckoff,  1).  D. 

An  Oration  before  the  Alumni,  July  18,  1837.  By  Cornelius  C.  Van- 
'arsdalen. 
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Address  by  J.  P.  Bradley,  Esq.,  before  the  Literary  Societies  of 
Rutgers  College,  July  24,  1849.  . 

An  Address  before  the  Societies  of  Rutgers  College,  July,  1831.  By 
Theodore  Frelinghuysen.  1 

An  Address,  at  the  Laying  of  the  Corner  Stone  of  the  Building 
erecting  for  the  Charity  Institution  in  Amherst,  Mass.,  Aug.  9,  1820^ 
By  Noah  Webster,  Esq.  | 

A  Sermon  on  the  same  occasion.  By  Daniel  A.  Clark,  and  a  brief 
account  of  the  origin  of  the  Institution. 

Discussion  in  the  Senate  concerning  Amherst  College.  Jau.  23, 1824^ 
with  sundry  statements. 

President  Humphrey's  Inaugural  Address,  Oct.  15,  1823. 

President  Humphrey's  Sermon,  Feb.  23,  1827,  at  the  Dedication  o£ 
the  College  Chapel. 

An  Address  before  the  Alexandrian  Society,  Aug.  21,  1827,  at  Am 
heist.     By  Daniel  A.  Clark,  A.  M. 

A  Sermon  by  Royal  Washburn,  Pastor  of  the  Church  in  Amherst,' 
April  9,  1829.  on  Evils  which  threaten  our  Country. 

Edward  Everett's  Oration  before  the  Society  of  Phi  Beta  Kappa  a 
Cambridge,  Aug.  27,  1824. 

Oration  at  Cambridge,  July  4,  182G. 

Oration  at  Concord,  April  19,  1825. 

Oration  at  Plymouth,  Dec.  22,  1824. 


And  the  following  Fourth  of  July  Sermons  and  Orations : 

Independence  Sermon,  at  Hanover,  N.  J.,  1814.    By  Daniel  A.  Clark? 

Oration,  1819,  in  Trinity  Church,  Newark.     By  John  Rogers. 

Oration,  1823,  delivered  at  Newark.     By  Hooper  dimming,  D.  D.] 

Oration  by  Asbury  Dickens,  1825,  in  the  Capitol  at  Washington. 

The  First  Jubilee  of  American  Independence,  and  Tribute  of  Grati-1 
tude  to  the  Illustrious  Adams  and  Jefferson.  Newark,  N.  J.,  182G.1 
The  Addresses  by  Wm.  Halsey,  Esq.,  and  the  Hon.  Wm.  S.  Penning-| 
ton  ;  the  Funeral  Discourse  by  Rev.  Philip  C.  Hay. 

Oration,  182G,  at  Northampton,  Mass.     By  George  Bancroft. 

Josiah  Quincy's  Oration,  at  Boston,  1820. 

Address  at  Springfield,  N.  J.,  1826,  by  Sylvester  Cooke. 

Address  by  Samuel  L.  Southard,  A.  31.,  before  the  Newark  Mechan- 
ics' Association,  1830. 

Address  before  the  Whigs  of  Newark,  1834.     By  Oliver  S.  Halsted-J 

Oration  by  Dr.  Stephen  Cougar,  in  Newark,  1830. 
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[From  the  State  of  New  Jersey — Laws.  Senate  Journal.  House  ^Minutes 
and  Legislative  Documents,  for  18(38. 

\From  the  Adjutant-  General  of  Missouri — The  General's  Reports  for  the 
years  1861,  '62,  '63  '64  and  '65 ;  with  the  Official  Register  of  Missouri 
Troops  for  the  year  1862. 

pfrom  Rev.  J.  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D — A  Discourse  on  the  Life  and  Character 
of  Rev.  Wm.  R.  DeWitt,  D.  D.,  Late  Pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  By  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Robinson,  his  Col- 
league, ^c 

[-  Semi-Centennial  Sermon  of  the  Seventh  Presbyterian  Church,  New 

|  York  City,  March  29, 1868.     By  the  Pastor  Rev.  T.  M.  Dawson,  A.  M., 

with  Rev.  Dr.  T.  R.  Smith's  Historic  Address  to  the  Sabbath  School. 

A  Discourse  on  the  Life  and  Character  of  the  late  Rev.   George 

I  Duffield,  D.  D.,  by  Rev.  William  A.  McCorkle,  August,  1868. 

|    Address  delivered  before  the  Trustees,  Faculty  and  Students  of  the 

Indiana  State  University,  by  Conrad  Baker,  June  30,  1868. 

rom  Mrs.  Mary  Rogers— Annual  Report  of  the  Protestant  Foster 
I; Home  Society  of  the  City  of  Newark,  1848  to  1868 ;  bound. 

*om  Robert  Clarice — Historical  Account  of  Bouquet's  Expedition 
jiagainst  the  Ohio  Indians,  in  1764,  with  Preface  by  Francis  Parkmau, 

and  a  Translation  of  Dumas'  Biographical  Sketch  of  Gen.  Bouquet. 
Q[ Published  by  R.  Clarke  &  Co.,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  1868. 

Trom  the  Boston  Public  Library — Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Annual  Re- 
ports of  the  Trustees,  1867  and  1868. 

Tom  Harvard  College. — Annual  Report  of  the  President  for  the  Aca- 
demical Years  1867  and  1868. 

horn  the   Quarter -Master -General,    V.  S.  Army — List   of  Distances  in 
|  the  United  States,  compiled  from  the  latest  information  attainable. 

rom  Thomas  C.  Meruin — A  Piece  of  the  Dock  at  Delft  Haven,  cut 
|from  the  Dock  by  Capt.  Neheraiah  Rich,  in  1854. 
fyom  J.  H.  Clark— Fac-simile  of  an  order  to  the  Sheriff  of  Suffolk, 
<i(Mass.)  to  attach  the  bodies  of  Rogei'3,  Loveage  and  Sadler,  presen- 
ted by  the  Grand  Jury,  for  absence  from  Public  Worship.  Annoquc 
^Domini,  1733. 

rom  Samuel  Wilde — Two  old  engravings,  "The  Dragon  Chained,"' 
[dedicated  to  "  George  Lord  Carteret ;  "  and  "  The  Seven  Seals  of  the 
.Book,"  dedicated  to  George  Earl,  of  Berkeley,  by  Richard  Blome. 
rom  Hon.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen — Report  of  J.  Ross  Browne  on  the 
B  Mineral  Resources  of  the  States  and  Territories  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 

Trial  of  Andrew  Johnson,  President  of  the  United  States,  before 

the  Senate  of  the  U.  S.  on  Impeachment  by  the  H.  of  R.     3  vols. 
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HON.   JAMES    PARKER, 

LATE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  NEW  JERSEY  HISTORICAL  60CIETT, 


HON.  RICHARD  S.  FIELD. 
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REM    VEFORE    THE    S OCTET!', 
January   21,    1869. 


^ADDRESS 


Since  our  last  annual  meeting,  we  have  been  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  death  of  our  late  venerable  and  honored  President,  James  Parker  ■ 
and  in  obedience  to  the  call  of  the  Society,  I  am  here  to-day  to  attempt 
a  sketch  of  his  life  and  character.     A  life,  prolonged  far  beyond  the 
ordinary  period  of  human  existence, — a  life  spent  in  the  service  of  the 
[public,  and  in  doing  good  to  others, — a  life,  the  record  of  which  con- 
tains no  line  that  those  who  loved  him  most  would  wish   to  blot,— a 
[character,  which  in  all  its  relations,  public  as  well  as  private,  was  pure 
[and  stainless; — an  incorruptible   patriot— a  sincere  christian — a  con- 
fscientious  politician,  who  never  gave  up  to  party  what  was  meant  for 
rmankind-  -who  was  too  fond  of  the  right  to  pursue  what  was  merely 
thought  expedient,— who,  while  not  shrinking  from  any  post  of  duty  to 
rtvhich  he  was  called,  was  never  an  aspirant  for  office — who  valued  only 
[that  popularity  which  follows  a  good  man,  not  that  which  is  run  after  : 
|J-such  a  life  and  character,  ought  to  be  had  in  lasting  remembrance, 
[ought  to  be  held  up  for  study  and  imitation.     They  are  the  richest  leg- 
facy  he  could  have  bequeathed  to  his  children.     They  are  a  part  of  the 
^treasure  of  this  Society,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

James  Parker  was  born  March  3,  1776,  in  Bethlehem  township,  Hun- 
jterdon  County,  where  his  father  had  sought  a  retreat  for  his  family,  du- 
lling that  storm  of  war  which  burst  upon  the  State,  at  the  beginning  of 
yjie  revolutionary  struggle.  He  was  the  son  of  James  Parker,  one  of 
[the  Provincial  Council  before  the  revolution,  and  a  leading  member  of 
ythe  Board  of  Proprietors-of  the  Colony.  His  mother  was  Gertrude,  the 
[daughter  of  Rev.  William  Skinner,  for  more  than  thirty  years  the  rec- 
)r  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  at  Perth  Amboy,  and  the  father  of  Cortlumlt 
^Skinner,  the  last  Attorney-General  under  the  Crown.* 

On  the  recurrence  of  peace  in  1783,  the  family  of  Mr.  Parker  returned 
Perth  Amboy,  to  that  interesting  old  mansion,  so  well  described  by 
(•.Whitehead,  in  his  Contributions  to  East  Jersey  History,  from  whose 


*  See  Note  A. 
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portals  six  or  seven  generations  have  issued  to  engage  in  the  active  bu- 
siness of  life ;  within  whose  walls,  the  soldier,  the  lawyer,  the  merchant, 
the  legislator,  have  beefegtrained  to  usefulness,  and  whose  daughters, 
wives,  and  mothers,  have  imbibed  those  principles  of  virtue,  which, 
carried  thence,  have  diffused  their  healthful  influence  far  and  wide; 
where  true  hospitality  and  charity  have  ever  abounded  ;  where  cheer- 
fulness has  at  all  times  lent  its  charms  to  attract  both  young  and  old ; 
and  where  religion  has  ever  sanctified  the  active  duties  of  the  world. 

In  1787,  Mr.  Parker,  then  a  boy  of  eleven  years,  and  who  had  pre- 
viously enjoyed  only  the  advantages  of  home  education,  was  placed 
under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  I.  Bend,  then  Rector  of  St.  Peter's 
Church,  at  Perth  Amboy,  to  pursue  his  classical  studies.  Upon  the  re- 
moval of  that  gentleman  to  the  South,  in  the  following  year,  he  was 
transferred  to  the  charge  of  a  Mr.  Frazer,  who  was  Principal  of  a  school 
of  some  repute  at  Amwell,  in  the  County  of  Hunterdon.  Here  he  re-  ' 
mained  until  1790,  when  he  became  a  student  of  Columbia  College, 
New  York,  and  was  graduated  in  1793,  being  second  in  his  class  in 
point  of  scholarship.  As  he  was  destined  for  mercantile  pursuits,  he 
was  placed,  after  leaving  College,  in  the  counting  house  of  Mr.  John 
Murray,  then  a  leading  merchant  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Here  he  ,| 
remained  until  1797,  when  by  the  death  of  his  father,  he  was  called 
home,  to  lighten  and  relieve  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  his  widowed 
mother,  his  elder  brother  John  having  permanently  established  himself  J 
at  New  Brunswick.  Thus,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-one,  Mr.  Parker 
found  himself  suddenly  charged  with  the  management  of  a  large  lan- 
ded estate,  and  the  acknowledged  head  of  a  family,  whose  numerous 
members  looked  up  to  him  for  advice,  assistance  and  support.  The  re- 
sponsibilities with  which  he  was  thus  laden,  at  this  period  of  his  life,  '* 
exerted  an  influence  upon  the  whole  of  his  subsequent  career,  by  induc- 
ing habits  of  thoughtfulnes3,  self-reliance,  firmness  and  independence, 
qualities  which  were  among  the  most  striking  traits  in  his  character. 

The  cares  and  labors  which  hehad  assumed,  it  may  well  be  imagined, 
were  sufficient  to  engross  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention, 
and  for  some  years,  left  him  little  leisure  for  public  affairs.  His  first 
entrance  into  political  life  was  in  180G,  when  he  was  just  thirty  years 
of  age.  He  was  elected  that  year  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
for  the  County  of  Middlesex.  This  was  the  beginning  of  his  legisla- 
tive career,  a  career,  destined  to  be  a  long,  a  useful,  and  a  most  honora- 
ble one.  He  was  re-elected,  annually,  for  eight  successive  years,  from  j 
I80G  to  1814  ;  and  tuen, after  an  interval  of  one  year,  from  1815  to  1819  ; 
and  again,  after  a  retirement  of  eight  year3,  he  consented  once  more  to 
serve  in  the  session  of  1827-8.     He  was  a  Federalist  of  the  school  of 


LIFE   AND   CHARACTER  OF   HON.    JAMES   PARKER.  113 

|  "Washington  and  Hamilton,  and  the  time  has  come,  when  no  man  need 
I  be  ashamed,  that  he  or  those  whose  name  he  bears,  were  members  of 
[  that  party.  He  was  a  Federalist,  and  with  the  single  exception  of  the 
I  year  1312,  he  was  always  in  a  minority  in  the  House  of  Assembly.  But 
|  such  was  his  well-known  integrity,  his  straight-forward  honesty,  his 
I  peculiar  capacity  ft?'  business,  and  his  manly  independence,  that  he 
.-  always  exerted  a  commanding  influence  in  that  body.  Its  records  teem 
with  manifestations  of  his  untiring  industry,  of  his  great  ability,  and 
his  unswerving  fidelity  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people  and  the  State. 
On  almost  every  page,  are  to  be  found  exhibitions  of  his  .active  mind, 
of  his  public  spirit,  of  his  large  and  liberal  views.  One,  whose  atten- 
tion has  never  been  called  to  the  subject,  will  be  surprised  to  find,  with 
how  many  wise  and  useful  laws  he  enriched  our  statute  book.  Let  me 
allude  to  a  few  of  the  most  important  of  them  ;  for  to  notice  them  all, 
would  far  exceed  the  limits  assigned  to  this  discourse. 

Of  the  measures  which  originated  with  Mr.  Parker,  the  earliest  in 
point  of  time  to  which  his  attention  was  directed,  and  the  most  impor- 
tant and  lasting  in  its  results,  was  the  establishment  of  a  fund  for  the 
support  of  free  schools.  New  Jersey,  was  at  that  time,  far  behind  many 
of  her  sister  States  in  the  march  of  popular  education.  There  were,  no 
doubt,  within  her  borders  many  excellent  private  schools,  and  a  number 
Of  flourishing  academies,  but  nothing  whatever  had  been  done  by  her, 
as  a  State,  for  the  promotion  of  education.  She  had  no  system  of  com- 
on  schools — no  fund  for  their  support.  Various  efforts  had  been  made, 
to  awaken  the  Legislature  to  a  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
"and  to  induce  them  to  take  some  steps  towards  remedying  this  defi- 
ency.  But  there  were  serious  difficulties  in  the  way.  There  were 
lejudices  to  overcome,  and  the  plea  of  poverty  to  encounter.  One  of 
'these  attempts  was  made  in  1809 ;  but  while  the  matter  was  under  dis- 
cussion in  the  House  of  Assembly,  one  of  the  members  of  that  body, 
more  noted  for  his  zeal  than  his  discretion,  adduced  the  example  of  Con- 
necticut, and  pointed  to  the  intelligence  aud  enterprise  of  her  people  as 
among  the  results  of  her  common  schools  ;  whereupon  a  gentleman  from 
the  county  of  Sussex  observed,  that  in  his  part  of  the  country,  whenever 
a  Connecticut  man  made  his  appearance,  every  one  instinctively  put  his 
ands  in  his  pocket,  for  fear  it  might  be  picked,  and  that  if  such  was  the 
ult  of  common  schools,  New  Jersey  was  better  without  them.  This, 
5>f  course,  brought  down  the  house,  and  effectually  defeated  the  measure 
roposed.  In  1811,  the  Legislature  chartered  a  number  of  State  banks, 
and  reserved  to  the  State  the  right  to  subscribe  to  one-half  of  their 
capital  stock.     In  1812,  it  was  determined  that  this  right  of  subscrip- 
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tion  od  the  part  of  the  State  should  be  sold,  and  owing  mainly  to  the 
successful  efforts  of  Mr.  Parker  to  prevent  it  from  being  sacrificed,  a 
very  considerable  sum  of  money  was  realized  from  the  sale.  The 
treasury  beiDg  thus  replenished,  and  the  plea  of  poverty  being  no  lon- 
ger available.  Mr.  Parker  thought  the  time  had  come,  when  something 
should  be  done  for  the  cause  of  education.  On  the  1st  of  November 
1813,  he  introduced  a  resolution,  appropriating  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
towards  a  fund  for  the  support  of  free  schools.  It  did  not  meet  with 
much  favor,  however.  It  was  first  postponed  to  an  adjourned  session, 
and  then  referred  to  a  committee,  of  which  he  was  not  made  the  chair- 
man, and  although  a  report  was  made  recommending  some  plan  for  the 
establishment  of  free  schools,  yet  nothing  effectual  was  done,  and  the 
money,  which  seemed  to  have  been  so  providentially  provided  for  this 
purpose,  was  paid  to  the  General  Government,  in  order  to  secure  the 
reduction  guaranteed  to  every  state,  that  paid  in  advance  its  quota  of 
the  direct  tax  authorized  by  an  act  of  Congress  in  1814. 

But  not  disheartened  by  this  failure,  Mr.  Parker,  in  the  session  of 
1816-17,  revived  the  subject  in  which  he  felt  so  deep  an  interest,  and 
on  the  1st  of  February,  1817,  introduced  a  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  creatine-  a  fund 
for  the  support  of  free  schools  in  this  State.  The  resolution  was  adop- 
ted, and  a  committee  appointed,  of  which  he  was  the  chairman.  Their 
action  was  prompt  and  decided.  On  the  5th  of  February,  they  reported 
a  bill,  entitled  "  an  act  to  create  a  fund  for  the  support  of  free  schools."1 
It  passed  the  Assembly  on  the  11th,*  and  the  Council  on  the  following 
day  ;  and  thus  the  foundation  of  the  School  Fund  in  New  Jersey  was' 
laid.  I  wish  I  had  time  to  trace  the  history  of  this  fund;  how  it  has5 
accumulated  to  its  present  amount;  how  its  proceeds  have  from  time  to'' 
time  been  applied  to  the  promotion  of  education  ;  how,  through  its  in- 
strumentality,  common  schools  have  been  established;  and  how  it  cul-j 
minated  at  last  in  the  creation  of  a  Normal  School,  of  which  New  Jer-! 
sey  may  well  be  proud,  and  of  an  educational  system,  which  may  chal- 
lenge a  comparison  with  that  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  I  will' 
only  say,  that  when  the  history  of  the  great  movement  on  behalf  of 
popular  education  in  our  State  comes  to  be  written,  the  first  and  the' 
highest  place  in  it,  will  be  assigned  to  James  Parker. 

As  early  as  1789,  an  act  was  passed  for  the  more  easy  partition  oi 
lands  held  by  copartners,  joint  tenants  and  tenants  incommon,  designed' 
to  avoid  the  dilatory  and  expensive  proceedings  at  common  law  upon- 


*  Ayes,  24;  noes,  14. 


u 


LIFE    AND    CHARACTER   OF    HON.    JAMES    PARKER.  115 

^vrits  of  partition.     No  provision,  however,  was  made  by  this  act  for 
cases,  when  such  lands  were  incapable  of  division,  or  so  circumstanced, 
that  a  partition  could  not  be  made  without  great  prejudice  to  the  own- 
ers.    The  consequence  was,  that  frequent  applications  were  made  to  the 
Legislature  for  the 'passage  of  private  acts,  authorizing  the  sale  of  such 
real  estate,  and  the  division  of  the  proceeds  among  those  who  were 
entitled  to  them.     These  applications  were  very  troublesome  and  iucon- 
<&' venient  to  the  persons  applying,  consumed  the  time  of  the  Legislature, 
and  retarded  the  business  of  the  State.     They  were,  besides,  too  often 
•passed  upon  without  due  examination,  or  upon  an  erroneous  statement 
'•rof  facts,  and  thus  worked  great  injury  and  injustice,  particularly  in  the 
:\case  of  minor  children.     To  remedy  this  evil,  which  was  yearly  increas- 
ing, Mr.  Parker  introduced  a  bill,  giving  to  the  Courts  the  power  of 
ordering  a  sale  of  lands  so  situated,  and  thus  obviating  the  necessity  of 
^special  acts  of  the  Legislature.     The  bill  passed  both  houses,  and  be- 
U,canie  a  law  on  the  7th  of  February,  1816,  and  still  remains  upon  the 
statute  book.     Much  litigation  has  been  saved,  and  much  injustice  pre- 
sented, by  this  judicious  measure. 

I    The  law,  which  provided  for  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to 
ptake  the  acknowledgments  or  proofs  of  deeds,  was  another  useful  meas- 
ure, which  originated   with  Mr.  Parker.     This  duty  had  before  been 
[confined  to  Judges  and  Masters  in  Chancery,  a  state  of  things  which 
[contributed  greatly  to  that  multiplication  of  Common  Pleas  Judges, 
^which  at  one  time  made  that  Court  an  object  of  ridicule  and  contempt. 
[n  some  of  the  counties,  the  number  was  so  great,  that  the  bench  would 
|not  hold  the  half  of  them.     They  had  sought  the  office,  chiefly  for  the 
mrpose  of  enabling  them  to  take  the  acknowledgment  of  deeds. 
By  the  common  law,  aliens  were  incapable  of  acquiring  a  title  to  real 
[estate.     They  might  purchase  land,  but  it  was  liable  at  any  time   to   be 
forfeited  to  the  State,  and  at  their  death  did  not  descend  to  their  heirs, 
:jbut  escheated.     This  inhospitable  rule  of  the  common  law  prevailed  in 
kNew  Jersey.     Mr.   Parker,  deeming  it  n  relic  of  a  barbarous  age,  and 
>rejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  desired  to  see  it  abolished  ;  and 
fon  the  17th  of  January,  1817,  moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
fc'.to  enquire  and  report  upon   the  expediency  of  authorizing  aliens  to 
[purchase  and  hold  real   estate  within  this  State."     The  committee,  of 
Which  he  was  chairman,  in  a  few   days  reported  a  bill  to  that  effect, 
'drawn  by  himself,  which  at  once  passed  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture and  became  a  law.     It  has  been  in  force  ever  since,  and  its  opera- 
tion has  been  entirely  satisfactory.    It  has  generally  been  supposed, thai 
Bins  law  was  designed  for  the  special  benefit  of  Joseph  Bonaparte,  the 
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ex-king  of  Spain,  and  to  enable  him  to  hold  his  estate  at  Bordentown 
without  being  naturalized.  For,  like  all  the  Bonapartcs,  he  seemed  to 
have  a  presentiment,  that  his  exile  from  France  was  not  to  be  a  perpetual 
one,  but  that  he  -would  one  day  be  recalled,  and  the  glory  of  the  first 
empire  revived,  if  not  in  him,  at  least  in  some  one  of  the  family.  That 
this  was  the  object  of  the  law,  is  stated  expressly  in  the  bill  in  Chancery, 
filed  by  Bonaparte,  against  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  Com- 
pany, which  is  found  in  Baldwin's  Reports.  But  such  was  not  the 
case.  After  the  bill  was  reported,  Gen.  Dickerson  called  upon  Mr.  Par- 
ker, and  asked  him  to  aid  in  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  special  relief1 
of  Bonaparte.  Mr.  Parker  showed  him  the  printed  bill  which  he  had 
reported  as  a  general  law,  and  upon  examination,  it  was  found  to  be-! 
entirely  adequate  and  satisfactory,  and  rendered  any  special  act  unnec- 1 
essary.  After  the  passage  of  the  bill,  Bonaparte,  under  the  impression' 
that  it  was  intended  for  his  special  benefit,  and  to  show  his  grateful  sense 
of  tlie  favor  thus  bestowed  upon  him,  invited  all  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  to  an  entertainment  at  his  beautiful  place  in  Bordentown. 
Mr.  Parker,  however,  declined  to  attend,  lest,  by  so  doing,  he  might 
confirm  this  impression,  and  because  he  was  unwilling  to  receive  thanks 
for  what  he  intended  as  a  general  law,  without  any  particular  reference 
to  Bonaparte. 

An  act  for  the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery  in  New  Jersey,  was  passed 
by  the  Legislature  as  early  as  1804.     It  provided,  that  every  child  born1 
of  a  slave  mother,  after  the  4th  of  July  1804,  should  be  free,  but  sub- 
ject to  service  as  an  apprentice  to  the  owner  of  the  mother,  to  the  ao-fi! 
of  twenty-four  years  if  a  male,  and  if  a  female   to  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years.     This,  of  course,  diminished  very  much  the  value  of  slaves 
in  New  Jersey,  and  penalties  were  provided  against  sending  them  outl 
of  the  State,  unless  upon  a  certificate  of  their  consent,  upon  private' 
examination,  before  two   Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.    In5 
1817,  a  resident  of  Louisiana,  on  his  way  to  Virginia  to  purchase  slaves 
stopped   to  visit  his  brother  at  South  Amboy,  and  having  stated  the 
object  of  his  journey,  was  informed  that  he  could   buy  slaves  in  New* 
Jersey  cheaper  than  in  Virginia.     Upon  this  hint  he  acted,  and  his  suc-1 
cess  induced  others  to  engage  in  the  same  profitable  business.     Many 
slaves  and  children  born   free  were  purchased,  and  their  consent  to  <ro 
out  of  the  State  obtained,  by  promises  of  freedom  in   the  South  and" 
other  advantages;  and   two  Judges  of  the    Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
could  always  be  found  to  give  the  required  certificate.     The  victims ? 
were  gathered  at  a  house  on  the  shore  at  South  Amboy,  where  they- 
were  kept,  until  a  sufficient  number  were  collected  to  ship   to  New 
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Orleans.  Thus,  a  regular  slave  trade  between  New  Jersey  and  the  South- 
ern States  was  begun  and  carried  on,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of 
individuals  to  prevent  and  put  an  end  to  the  infamous  traffic.  Mr. 
Parker  was  foreman  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  Middlesex  County,  in  June, 
,1818,  and,  mainly  through  his  exertions,  a  large  number  of  indictments 
were  found  against  persons  engaged  in  these  illegal  proceedings.     Some 

Of  these  indictments  were  tried,  but  technical  objections   -were  inter- 
im 
posed,  and  the  existing  laws  were  found  to  be  very  defective,  so  that 

the  guilty  actors  were  emboldened,  instead  of  being  deterred  from  the 
rosecution   of  their  nefarious  commerce.     And  then,  too,  it  must  be 
^confessed,  that  public  sentiment  at  that  time  was  not  very  much  shocked 
by  these  practices ;  so  that,  even  in  New  Jersey,  and  after  slavery  had 
been  abolished  by  law,  it  was  found  very  difficult  to  put  a  stop  to  that 
abomination,  so  long  the  disgrace  of  our  country — the  domestic  slave 
trade.     But  at  the  session  of  1818-19,  Mr.  Parker  introduced  a  bill  pro- 
ibiting,  under  the  severest  penalties,  the  exportation  of  slaves  from  the 
State,  which,  being  enacted  into  a  law,  put  an  end  forever  to  the 
mestic  slave  trade,  so  far  as  New  Jersey  was  concerned.     We  shall 
ye  occasion  to  see  that  this  was  not  the  only  service  he  rendered  to 
e  cause  of  human  freedom. 

We  have  stated  that  Mr.  Parker  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly in  the  session  of  1827-8.     This  was  his  last  year  in  the  Legislature 
f.the  State,  and  he  consented  to  serve  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the 
Ccomplishment  of  a  work  which  he  had  long  had  very  much  at  heart — 
q  construction  of  a  canal  between  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  rivers, 
he  great  importance  of  such  a  work,  both  in  a  commercial  and  a  mili- 
point  of  view,  had  long  been  universally  acknowledged,  and  repeat 
efforts  had  been  made  to  secure  its  construction.     In  1804,  and  in 
824,  companies  were  incorporated  for  this  purpose,  but  such  were  the 
rds  attending  an  enterprise  involving  so  large  an  expenditure  of 
ney,  that  capitalists  were  unwilling  to  engage  in  the  undertaking. 
r.  Parker,  however,  thought  the  time  had  come  when  the  Legislature 
light  be  prevailed  upon  to  undertake  it  as  a  State  work,  and  that  they 
•quid  be  fully  sustained  by  the  people  in  so  doing.     Early  in   the  ses- 
on,  a  committee  was  appointed,  to  whom  it  was  referred,  to  inquire 
to  the  expediency  of  constructing  a  canal  between  the  tide  waters  of 
e  Delaware  and  Raritan.     Mr.  Parker  was  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
ttee,  and  on  the  5th  of  November,  1827,  a  report  was  presented  bv 
strongly  advocating  the  adoption  of  the  measure.     It  was  drawn 
y  him,  and  is  interesting  and  valuable,  not  only  as  an  historical  record, 
t  as  a  good  specimen  of  his  remarkably  clear  and  tery;;  style.*     The 

See  note  B. 
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report  was  accompanied  by  a  bill,  which  passed  the  House  of  Assembly, 
but,  by  a  single  vote,  was  postponed  by  Council  to  a  subsequent  Legis- 
lature.    It  was  ably  advocated  by  Garret  D.  Wall,  Peter  D.  Vroom, 
William  Coxe  and  other  influential  members,  but   it  encountered  the 
opposition  of  those  who  were  in  favor  of  a  railroad  across  the  State,  of 
the  friends  of  the  Morris  Canal,  and  of  those  who,  while  approving  of  ■ 
the  undertaking,  were  unwilling  to  make  it  a  State  work.     The  canal 
proposed  by  the  report  was  substantially  the  same  with  that  which,  has  ■ 
since  been  constructed.     It  was  to   be  sixty  feet  wide  and  eight  feet ; 
deep,  and  to  be  supplied  with  water  from  the  Delaware,  by  means  of  a •? 
feeder,  which  was  also  to  be  a  navigable  communication.     The  act  of 
1804,  did  not  contemplate  making  use  of  the  water  of  the  Delaware,  but 
relied  altogether  upon  the  capacity  of  the  streams  along  the  route— the 
Assanpink,  Stony-brook,  Millstone  and  Raritan.     But  although  disap- 
pointed in  the  immediate  object  he  had  in  view,  Mr.  Parker  had  the 
satisfaction,  in  a  few  years,  of  witnessing  the   actual  construction  of  a 
canal,  essentially  the  same  as  that  which  he  had  proposed  ;  and  while : 
cheerfully  acknowledging,  that  it  was  to  the  indomitable  energy  and 
perseverance  of  the  late  Commodore  Stockton  that  we  were  indebted 
for  that  great  work,  he  also  acknowledged,  that  it  was  wiser  and  better- 
that  it  should  have  been  undertaken  by  a  company,  rather  than  by  the 
State.     On  the  first  organization  of  the   Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal; 
Company,  he  was  elected  a  director,  and  was  annually  re-elected  until^ 
his  death,  and  for  many  years  he  was  the  President  of  the  joint  boards 
of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal,  and  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Rail*- 
road  Companies. 

Besides  the  subjects  already  alluded  to,  Mr.  Parker,  during  his  legis-j 
lative  career,  suggested  and  advocated,  sometimes  successfully  and  some^ 
times  unsuccessfully,  many  other  measures,  some  of  which  were  greatly! 
in  advance  of  public  sentiment  at  that  period.     He  reported  bills  for  the* 
suppression  of  intemperance,  out  of  which  have  grown  provisions  of| 
law  now  in  force.     He  was  active  in  aiding  internal  improvements,  bj 
the  laying  out  and  improvement  of  roads  and  the  construction  of  turn* 
pikes.     He  offered  resolutions  for  surveying  and  mapping  the  State,  andf 
for  the  encouragement  of  manufactures — the  latter  being  a  favorite  sub- 
ject with  him,  and  some  of  his  plans  for  the  purpose  being  very  bold!j 
and  liberal.     As  early  as  1817,  he  suggested  an  act  by  which  habitual| 
drunkards  should  be  placed  under  the  care  and  control  of  legal  guard-- 
ians,  almost  identical  with  the  present  law  on  that  subject.     About  thel 
same  time,  he  endeavored  to  enlist  the  State  in  the  cause  of  African  Col^ 
onization.     In  1818,  he  advocated  the  propriety  of  memorializing  Con- 
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to  abolish  that  domestic  slave-trade  which  continued  so  long  to  be 
theopprobium  of  our  country,  and  which  shocked  public  sensibility 
more  than  almost  any  feature  in  our  system  of  slavery.     The  creation 
of  a  fund  for  internal  improvements,  to  be  made  up  of  taxes  upon  banks 
[and  other  corporations ;  the  prevention  of  unnecessary  costs  in  legal 
[proceedings  ;  aid  to  Princeton  College,  for  which,  to  its  shame  be  it  said, 
t$ew  Jersey  has  never  contributed  a  dollar;  the  investment  of  the  School 
[Fund  in  advance  ;  the  establishment  of  a  State  fund  for  internal  navi- 
gation; our  oyster  fisheries,  and  the  rights  of  the  State  and  her  citizens 
[therein,  were  also  subjects  to  which  his  attention  was  directed,  and  in 
ibehalf  cf  which  he  sought  to  invoke  legislative  action.     Among  Mr- 
[Parker's  associates  in   the  Legislature  were  Mahlon  Dickerson,  John 
fPrelinghuysen,  Lewis  Condict,  William  S.  Pennington,  Samuel  Penning- 
|ton,  Silas  Condit,    General  Colfax,   Garret  D.    Wall,  Peter  D.  Vrcom, 
jucius  Q.  C.  Elmer  and  Jonathan  Dayton.     To  have  been  distinguished, 
he  was,  among  men  like  these,  implied  ability  of  no  ordinary  kind. 
I  cannot  close  this  review  of  Mr.  Parker's  services  in  the  Legislature, 
rithout  alluding  to  a  notable  instance  of  his  independence  and  integ- 
ity  as  a  politician,  which  occurred  in  the  session  of  1812.     The  dccla- 
ition  of  war  against  Great  Britain,  made  by  Congress  on  the  18th  of 
Wane,  1812,  was  in  opposition  to  the  views  and  opinions,  not  only  of  the 
federalists,  but  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Democratic  party.     By 
,cting  together,  under  the  name  of  the  Peace  party,  they  had  succeeded 
electing  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature,  of  which  Mr. 
^arker  was  one.     Mr.  Madison's  term  of  office  was  to  expire  on  the  4th 
pf  March,  1813,  and  an  election  for  President  and  Vice-President  was 
>ut  to  take  place.     In  New  Jersey,  the  Electors  were  to  be  chosen  by 
leral  ticket,  under  a  law  which  had  been  in  force  for  a  number  of 
fears,  and  the  election  was  to  be  held  one  week  after  the  day  appointed 
)r  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature.     Both  parties  had  nominated  Elcc- 
m*    Mr.  Madison  was  the  Democratic  candidate,  and  the  Peace  party 
rere  in  favor  of  DeWitt  Clinton.     It  had  been  charged  by  the  Democrats, 
>iior  to  the  election  for  members  of  the  Legislature,  that  it  was  the 
mtion  of  the  Peace  party,  in  case  they  had  a  majority,  to  repeal   the 
for  voting  by  general  ticket,  and  to  choose  the  Electors  themselves, 
lis  design  had  been   distinctly  disavowed  by  Mr.   Parker,  who  had 
Received  assurances  from  leading  men  of  the  party  that  no  such  purpose 
was  contemplated.     In  fact,  there  had  been  a  convention  of  Federalists 
>m  all  parts  of  the  country,  held  in  the   city  of  New  York  a  short 
[time  before,  and  they  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  not  be 
)od  policy  to  attempt  such  a  change  ot  law  in  New  Jersey.     Hut 
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notwithstanding  all  this,  no  sooner  had  the  Legislature  assembled,  and 
the  Peace  party  found  themselves  in  a  majority,  than  a  bill  was  at  once 
introduced,  repealing  the  law  for  a  vote  of  the  people  by  general  ticket, 
which  speedily  passed  both  houses,  and  the  Electoral  candidates  of  the.  J 
Peace  party  were  chosen  by  the  Legislature.     There  was  barely  time, 
by  sending  expresses  into  all  the  counties,  to  stop  the  election,  and  in  J 
some  precincts  they  arrived  too  late,  and  the  election  had  actually  taken  J 
place.     Such  wras  the  strength  developed  for  Clinton,  that  it  was  thought  jy 
with  the  vote  of  New  Jersey  he  would  be  elected,  and  the  temptation  -1 
was  too  strong  to  be  resisted.     This  was  a  game,  however,  that  could  ^ 
be  played  by  both  parties,  and  in  Vermont,  where  the  Democrats  had. 
the  majority  in  the  Legislature,  they  did  the  same  thing — assumed  the 
choice  of  electors  to  themselves.     TV'e  are  apt  to  talk  of  the  good  old 
times,  and  of  the  virtue  of  our  fathers,  but  historic  truth  compels  us  to  | 
say,  that  in  the  early  days  of  the  republic,  political  parties  were  quite  M 
as  unscrupulous,  if  not  a  little  more  so,  than  they  are  now.     There  was 
one  man,  however,  whose  integrity  wras  proof  against  all  temptation, 
and  who  could  not  be  induced  by  any  considerations  of  party  advan-  M 
tage  to  violate  his  sense  of  duty  and  honor.     That  man  was  James  Par-„Jj 
ker.     He  opposed  the  bill  strenuously,  and  voted  against  it  in  all  its.j 
stages.     But  he  stood  alone — "  among  the  faithless,  faithful  only  he."  ry, 
No  doubt  he  was  thought  by  his  political  associates  to  be  very  imprac- 
ticable.    But  he  had  his  reward.     The  leaders   of  the  movement  had 
the  mortification  of  finding  that  the  vote  of  New  Jersey  did  not  elect  j 
Mr.  Clinton,  and  they  frankly  acknowledged  to  Mr.   Parker  that  his- 
course  had  been  right.  \> 

The  services  rendered  by  Mr.  Parker  in   adjusting  the  long  pending 
controversy  between  New  York  and   New  Jersey,  touching  the  territo-. 
rial  limits  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the  two  states,  were  so  important, 
that  they  claim  more  than  a  passing  notice,  although  the  whole  sub-;; 
ject  has  lately  undergone  so  much  discussion,  that  the  members  of  the,. 
Society  must  by  this   time  be  quite  familiar  with  it.*     New  York,  it  is. 
known,  not  satisfied  with  having  appropriated  to   herself  the  whole  of^ 
Staten  Island,  claimed  also  exclusive  jurisdiction  over   all  the  waters* 
lying  between  the  two  Spates.     This  unjust  and   arrogant  pretension- 
was  asserted  in  the  most  offensive  and  vexatious  manner.     As  soon  as; 
improvements  began  to  be   made  at  Paulus  Hook,  now  Jersey  City,  by. 
the  construction  of  wharves  and  the  erection   of  buildings,  the  propri-j 
ctors  were  harrassed  by  suits  brought  in  New  York,  against  masters  of.', 
vessels  employed  in  carrying  building  materials  and  other   articles,  for;,; 


See  "  Proceedings  "  of  the  Society,  vol.  x,  p.  90. 
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'not  complying  with  the  laws  of  New  York  regulating  their  inspeclion 
,and  measurement.     Parties  would  he  arrested  on    the  wharves,  and  on 
'board  of  vessels,  and  taken  to  the  other  side   of  the  Hudson  for  trial. 
-This  state  of  things  of  course  was  not  to  be  quietly  submitted  to.     The 
attention  of  the  Legislature  was  called  to  the  subject  by  Mr.  Parker,  in 
•1806,  the  first  year  of  his   election   to  the   House  of  Assembly,  and  at 
ihis  instance,  five  Commissioners  on   the  part  of  New  Jersey  were  ap- 
pointed to  meet  a  like  number  of  Commissioners  from   New  York,  to 
kliscuss  and  adjust  the  question  of  jurisdiction.     Mr.  Parker  was  placed 
jjpn  this  Commission,  and  with  him  were  associated  Aaron  Ogden,  Wil 
iam   S.  Pennington,   Alexander  C.   McWhorter   and    Lewis  Condict. 
[Commissioners  were  also  appointed  by  New  York.     They  met  at  New- 
lark,  and  carried  on  their  discussion  for  some  time  by  correspondence, 
y>ot  afterwards  by  a  personal  conference.     But  as  the  Commissioners 
>m  New  York  demanded  everything,  and  would  concede  nothing,  no 
suit  was  arrived   at,  and  the  Commissioners  from   New  Jersey  so  re- 
)rted  to  the  next  Legislature.     Whereupon,  an  act  was  passed  on  the 
Id  of  December,  1807,  reciting  that,    ''Whereas,  the  meetings  of  the 
[Commissioners  lately  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  State,  and  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  respectively,  have  failed  to  produce  an  amicable  ad- 
justment of  the  eastern  boundary  line  of  this  State  ;  and  whereas,  it  has 
low  become  highly  expedient  to  bring  the  existing  controversy  respect- 
ive the   said  boundary  line  to  a  legal  conclusion  and  determination, 
id  in  the  meantime  to  preserve  the  lawful  jurisdiction  of  the  State, 
from  all  interruption  and  usurpation;"  therefore,  it  was  enacted, 
lat  the  boundary  line  of  the  county  of  Bergen  should  be  declared  to 
I  the  middle  of  the  waters  adjoining  the  said  county  ;  and  that  if  any 
rrson,  not  authorized  by  this  State  or  the  United   States,  shonld  at- 
tempt to  execute  nny  legal  process  within  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  such 
Jereon  should  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  punished  by 
ie  and  imprisonment.     This  sounds  very  much  like  Mr.  Parker,  and  I 
rave  no  doubt  the  act  was  drawn   by  him.     In  181S,  New  Jersey  pro- 
Bed  the  appointment  of  Commissioners,  to   prepare   a  statement  of 
acts  relative  to  the  controversy,  to  be  submitted  to  the  Supreme  Court 
ftlie  United  States  for  its  decision.      To  this  proposition  New  York- 
Id  not  only  not  respond,  but  she        lid  not   deign  to  notice  it.     In 
I,  New  Jersey  again  authorized  the     npoiutment  of  Commissioners, 
for  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  matter  i».  'lispute,  but  no  corrcspoml- 
act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  New  York.     In   1826,  an  at- 
ipt  was  made  to  enforce  the  claims  of  New  York,  by  the  arrest  of 
Master  of  a  vessel  while  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Perth  Auibov,  for 
>me  infraction  of  an   ordinance  of  the  city  of  New  York  relative  to 
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passengers.     He  was  carried  to  that  city,  and  imprisoned;  but  shortly 
afterwards,  the  deputy  sheriff  of  Richmond  County,  (Staten  Island)^ 
who   had   served   the  process,  was  himself  arrested  by  Mr.  Parker  in' 
person,  as  Mayor  of  Perth  A  in  boy,  sent  to  New  Brunswick  jail,  and 
subsequently  indicted  for  the  offence. 

This  was  calculated  to  bring  matters  to  a  crisis,  and  more  willingness 
was  exhibited  by  New  York  to  have  the  difficulty  arranged;  so  that' 
in  1827,  another  joint  commission  was  agreed  upon,  New  Jersey  bein"1 
again  represented  by  Mr.  Parker,  with  whom  were  associated,  Richard] 
Stockton,  John  Rutherfurd,  Theodore  Frclinghnysen  and  Lewis  Q..(£ 
Elmer.  The  Commissioners  first  met  at  Newark,  but  afterwards  ad- 
journed to  Albany,  and  while  in  session  at  that  city,  discussing  terras! 
of  compromise,  an  act  was  passed  by  one  of  the  branches  of  the  New- 
York  Legislature,  declaring  the  boundary  of  New  York  to  extend,1 
"  along  the  west  shore,  at  low  water-mark  of  the  Hudson  River,  of 
Kill  Van  Kull,  of  the  sound  between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey,  andl 
of  Raritan  Bay  to  Sandy  Hook."  Nothing  of  course  could  have  beenj 
iu  worse  taste,  or  more  insulting  to  New  Jersey,  and  it  indicates  the] 
arrogant  and  contemptuous  spirit,  by  which  New  York  was  animated] 
in  the  whole  course  of  the  controversy.  It  is  needless  to  say,  that 
Commission,  like  the  former  one,  terminated  fruitlessly. 

All  hope  of  an  amicable  arrangement  being  thus  excluded,  New.JerS 
sey  resolved  to  assert  her  rights  in  a  different  way.  One  of  the  argu* 
ments  addressed  to  the  small  States,  to  induce  them  to  adopt  the  Fed* 
eral  Constitution,  had  been,  that  they  might  hope  to  find  in  the  Gc 
eral  Government  a  shield  and  protection  against  the  encroachments' 
their  more  powerful  neighbors.  New  Jersey  must  have  felt  the  ful| 
force  of  this  argument,  and  that  without  the  strong  arm  of  the  nati( 
to  rely  upon,  she  might  one  day  see  New  York  advancing  her  frontic 
to  the  Delaware,  and  Pennsylvania  claiming  the  Ocean  as  her  natui 
boundary.  But  that  Constitution,  which  she  so  unanimously  adopte 
had  provided  for  a  supreme  national  tribunal,  to  which  was  given 
press  jurisdiction  over  "  controversies  between  two  or  more  States; 
and  it  is  an  interesting  fact  in  this  connection,  that  in  the  first  draft 
the  Constitution,  there  was  superadded  to  this  clause,  the  following 
words,  "  except  such  as  shall  regard  territory  and  jurisdiction" — which  e3i 
ception  was  afterwards  stricken  out.  To  this  tribuual  therefore,  Nej 
Jersey  now  determined  to  appeal.  '. 

A  suit  was  commenced  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
February,  1829. *     Legal  process  av as  duly  served  upon  the  proper  , at 

*  See  •*  Proceedings  of  the  Society,  vol.  x,  pp.  108-110,  note. 
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fthorities  of  the  State  of  New  York,  but  she  declined  to  appear.  She 
[wrapped  herself  up  in  the  mantle  of  State  sovereignty.  Her  Attorney  - 
leral,  however,  had  the  condescension  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Chief 
^Justice,  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  informing  them 
(that  the  opinion  was  entertained,  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
cthat  the  Court  could  exercise  no  jurisdiction  in  such  a  case.  The  Court, 
(however,  with  John  Marshall  at  its  head,  decided  that  they  could,  and 
ithat  unless  the  State  of  New  York  appeared,  the  case  would  be  heard 
hp parte.  New  York  thereupon  consented  to  another  appointment  of 
[Commissioners.  Mr.  Parker,  with  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  and  Lucius 
JQ.  C.  Elmer,  represented  New  Jersey,  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Peter  A. 
[ay,  and  Henry  Seymour,  New  York.  You  know  the  result.  They 
le  to  an  agreement,  fixing  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  States, 
|wllich  was  confirmed  by  their  respective  Legislatures,  and  approved  by 

le  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

|j  In  these  protracted  negotiations,  Mr.  Parker  took  an  important  and 

[active  part.     His  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  records  of  the  Council 

Proprietors  of  East  Jersey — having  filled  the  office  of  Register  to  the 

$oard  for  many  years — and  his  knowledge  of  the  various  points  connec- 

with  proprietary  grants  and  titles,  gave  great  weight  to  his  views 

ad  opinions.     Although,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  he  united  in  recom- 

lending  an  adjustment  upon  the  basis  proposed,  yet  he  always  insisted, 

it  New  Jersey  had  been  unjustly  dealt  with,  and  unfairly  treated  : 

id  when,  in  after  years,  New  York  was  desirous  of  locating  upon  our 

lores  her  Marine  Hospitals,  he  took  decided  ground  against  the  racas- 

saying  emphatically,  upon  one  occasion,  in   a  paper  prepared  for 

le  Historical  Society  :  "  Our  rights,  valid  in  themselves  and  by  public 

iw,  are  now  at  last  acknowledged,  and  it  behooves  us  to   maintain 

lem  unimpaired.     A  lodgment  by  our  ambitious  neigh bor,  for  any 

iurpose,  and  upon  a**-   pretense,  however  specious,  must  be  denied.     It 

rould  be  the  first  step      wards  further  encroachment.     Let  New  Jersey 

that  it  be  not  taken. * 
?In  conversing  upon  this  topic,  during  the  very  last  year  of  his  life, 
ie  thus  playfully  but  pertiuently  enforced  his  views  upon  the  subject. 
.Our  situation,"  said  he,  "  is  like  that  of  a  boy,  I  once  saw  engaged  in 
•  fight  with  another  much  larger  than  himself,  but  whom  he  had  man- 
jed  to  get  down,  and  upon  whom  he  sat,  repressing  his  struggles  to 
(arise.  I  thought  this  was  hardly  fair,  and  I  said  to  him,  '  you  young 
[rascal,  give  the  fellow  a  chance ;  why  dont  you  let  him  up  ? '  '  Let  him 
'  said  he.     c  Oh  !  sir,  if  you  knew  what   trouble 

|  See  "Proceedings,"  vol.  viii.,  p.  106. 
x  5 
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down  and  how  hard  it  is  to  keep  him  down,  you  would  not  ask  me  to 
let  him  up  again.' "  "I  could  not  help  thinking  the  young  rogue  was 
right,"  said  Mr.  Parker,  "  and  I  often  think  of  it,  when  these  cunning 
New  Yorkers  come  here,  saying  we  had  the  best  of  the  treaty,  and  that 
it  was  our  duty  to  let  them  have  a  place  upon,  what  they  call,  our  bar-1 
ren  shore,  on  which  to  erect  their  quarantine  buildings;  any  one  who 
knew  what  trouble  we  had  to  get  a  treaty  from  them,  would  never  ask^ 
us  to  let  go  our  hold  upon  it." 

While  thus  constantly  engaged  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  State,  Mr. 
Parker  had  little  to  do  with  National  politics.     The  Federal  party  in  J 
New  Jersey,  as  indeed  in  almost  every  other  State,  was  in  a  hopele 
minority.     This  was  not  owing,  as  is  sometimes  supposed,  to  their  oppo-j 
sition  to  the  war  with  Great  Britain.     That  war  was  always  unpopular.,. 
The  Federalists  to  a  man  were  opposed  to  it.     So  also  was  a  consider-] 
able  portion  of  the  Democratic  party.     Had  the  question  been  submitted^ 
to  a  popular  vote,  no  doubt  a  large  majority  of  the  American  people; 
would  have  declared  against  it;  not  that  we  had  not  been  wronged,^ 
both  bv  Great  Britain  and  France,  but  that  war  was  not  the  appropriate; 
remedy,  and  because  we  were  wholly  unprepared  for  it.     The  declaration^ 
of  war  infused  new  life  into  the  Federal  party— State  after  State  werej 
won  back  to  it— and  it  became  stronger  than  it  had  been  for  years] 
before.     Had  the  war  lasted  much  longer,  it  would  in  all  probability! 
have  broken  down  the  Democratic  party.     It  was  making  peace  that] 
saved  them.     This,  with  the  halo  thrown  aronnd  the  closing  scenes  of 
the  war  by  the  victory  at  New  Orleans,  caused  to  be  forgotten,  the  prej 
cipitancy  with  which  it  had  been  declared,  and  the  humiliating  disasters] 
which  had  marked  its  progress.     That  which  brought  odium  on  the 
Federal  party,  and  prevented  it  from  ever  raising  its  head  again,  was: 
that  it  was  held  responsible  for  the  doings  of  the  Hartford  Convention^ 
The  proceedings  of  that  Convention*  were  thought  to  savor  of  disunion^ 
and  no  party  can  hope  for  popular  favor  or  support,  that  allows  itselfl 
to  be  placed  in  an  attitude  of  hostility  to  the  Union.     When  the  Unioi 
is  menaced,  and  the  country  is  called  to  its  rescue,  a  chord  is  struck, 
which  the  great  heart  of  the  people  will  always  beat  responsive. 

It  was  not  until  Gen.  Jackson  became  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency? 
that  the  leaders  of  the  Federal  party  in  New  Jersey  again  became  con- 
spicuous in  the  political  arena.  They  disliked  John  Quincy  Adams] 
and  they  had  reason  to  do  so.  He  had  deserted  his  party,  and  per 
cuted  his  former  political  associates.  They  were  drawn  towards  Gei 
Jackson,  by  the  recollection  of  his  celebrated  letter  to  Mr.  Monroe.'  He 
had  written  to  Mr.  Monroe,  on  his  accession  to  the  Presidency,  advising] 
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.him  to  disregard  old  party  lines,  and  invite  some  of  the  leading  Fed- 
eralists to  share  in  his  administration — advice,  by  the  bye,  which  Mr. 
Monroe  never  followed,  notwithstanding  his  inaugural  address  aboun- 
ded "with  congratulations  on  the  decline  of  party  spirit,  and  protesta- 
btious  of  his  earnest  desire  to  promote  union  and  harmony.     However, 
|;his  administration  was  called  the  "  era  of  good  feeling ;"  and  well  it 
.might  be,  for  there  was  scarcely  a  measure  recommended  by  him  to  Con- 
tgress  which  the  Federalists  had  not  uniformly  espoused,  and  which  the 
;democrats,  under  the  lead  of  JefFerson,  had  not  systematically  opposed 
-an  efficient  navy,  th'e  fortification  of  our  coasts  and  harbors,  internal 
[improvements,   and  the  protection  of  our  manufactures.     Thus   the 
federalists,  although  excluded  from  office,  had  the  satisfaction  of  wit- 
nessing the  triumph  of  almost  every  principal  for  which  they  had  been 
[contending.     In  fact,  the  lines  of  demarcation,  which  had  separated 
ythe  two  great  parties  of  the  country,  seem  to  have  been  in  a  great  meas- 
ure obliterated,  and  every  one  was  at  liberty  to  form  new  political  asso- 
ciations, without  dishonor,  and  without  subjecting  himself  to  the  charge 
jgf  inconsistency. 

In  New  Jersey,  most  of  the  leading  Federalists  espoused  the  cause 
[of  Gen.  Jackson,  and  none  more  warmly  than  Mr.   Parker.     In   thus 
Connecting  hlmselt  with  a  party,  which  claimed  to  be  the  Democratic 
>arty,  and  which  continued  to  be  called  by  that  name,  Mr.  Parker 
eight  have  made  the  same  excuse,  which  his  friend,  Garret  D.  "Wall, 
frlid,  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  when  charged  with  the  sin  of  having 
»en  a  Feder-''  '-.     "  Here  sir,7'  said  he,  "  in  the  presence  of  the  Amer- 
ican people,  I  n%    w  that  I  was  a  Federalist,  and  acted  with  that  party 
(zealously  and  acti    ly,  so  long  as  their  flag   waved  in  New  Jersey. 
Standing  here,  as  it  were,  with  the  eyes  of  the  immortal  Father  of  his 
mntry — the  head  and  leader  of  the  party  to  which  I  belonged — in- 
tently fixed  upon  me,  I  should  be  unworthy  of  my  present  honorable 
wsition,  if  I  hesitated  to  make  the  avowal.     Sir,  it  is  an  honor  to  any 
me  to  have  been  an  humble  follower  of  the  purest  and  most  unsullied 
)emocrat  that  ever  lived.     Who,  sir,  were  the  leaders  of  the  New  Jer- 
sey Federalists  ?  For,  sir,  I  hold  myself  answerable  only  for  their  sins 
find  my  own.     I  reject  all  imputative  sins.     They  were  the  men,  whose 
iemocracy  was  tried  by  the  fires  of  the  Revolution,  who  had  assisted  in 
[that  glorious  struggle  in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  and  in  forming 
le  Constitutions  which  now  support  our  liberties.     They  were  talented, 
ligh-minded,  and  honorable,  and  above  all,  they  were  eminently  Amer- 
ican and  patriotic.*'     And  he  might  have  assigned  the  same  reasons  lor 
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supporting  Gen.  Jackson,  notwithstanding  his  want  of  those  qualities' 
which  are  usually  thought  necessary  for  a  statesman,  that  John  Ran- 
dolph did.  "  I,"  said  he,  "  not  only  consider  the  want  of  ^hat  is  called! 
learning,  not  to  be  a  disqualification  for  the  commander-in-chief,  in! 
civil  or  military  life,  but  I  do  consider  the  possession  of  too  much' 
learning,  to  be  of  most  mischievous  consequences  to  such  a  character,! 
who  is  to  draw  from  the  cabinet  of  his  own  sagacious  mind,  and  tol 
make  the  learning  of  others,  or  whatever  other  qualities  they  may  pos- 
sess, subservient  to  his  more  enlarged  and  vigorous  views.  Such  a  man! 
was  Cromwell ;  such  a  man  was  Washington ;  not  learned,  but  wise.! 
Knowledge  and  wisdom,  as  one  of  our  delightful  poets  sings  : 

"  Knowledge  and  wisdom,  far  from  being  one, 
Have  oft-times  no  connection  :  knowledge  dwells 
In  hearts  replete  with  thoughts  of  other  men  ; 
Wisdom,  in  minds  attentive  to  their  own. 
Knowledge  is  proud  that  he  has  learned  so  much  ; 
Wisdom  is  humble  that  he  knows  no  more. 
Books,  are  not  seldom,  talismans  and  spells, 
By  which  the  magic  arts  of  shrewder  wit3 
Holds  the  unthinking  multitude  enchained." 


Mr.  Parker  was  a  Presidential  Elector  in  1824,  and  cordially  gave  his 
vote  for  Gen.  Jackson.  But  no  candidate  having  a  majority  of  the' 
whole  number  of  votes,  the  election  was  thrown  into  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  resulted  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams.  Gen.  Jackson  was! 
re-elected  in  1828,  but  New  Jersey  did  not  then  vote  for  him. 

In  1829,  Mr.  Parker  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  port  of  Perth/ 
Amboy,  which  at  that  time  had  considerable  foreign  trade;  and  while, 
faithfully  discharging  his  duties,  signalized  himself  by  unraveling  the; 
frauds  and  exposing  the  defalcations  of  his  immediate  predecessor  in; 
office.     But  he  was  soon  called  to  a  new  and  higher  sphere  of  duty. 

The  distinguished  Federalists  of  New  Jersey,  who  supported  Geni 
Jackson,  certainly  could  not  complain  that  their  services  were  unrequi- 
ted.    They  bore  away  a  large  share  of  the  honors  of  the  new  Demo-J 
cratic  party,  and  found  little  difficulty  in  obtaining  absolution  from  all 
the  sins  of  Federalism.     Mr.  Parker  was  elected  a  member  of  the  House; 
of  Representatives  in  1832,  and  again  in    1834,  serving  through  both^ 
terms  with  great  fidelity  and  usefulness.     He  possessed  the  very  quali- 
ties which  were  calculated  to  make  him  a  most  valuable  member  of  j 
Congress.     He  had  industry,  integrity,  independence,  business  talents; 
of  a  high  order,  and  was  not  given  to   making  long  speeches.     These' 
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fare  the  men,  by  whom  the  work  of  CoDgress  is  really  done,  although 
[showy  talkers  too  often  get  the  credit  of  it.  He  was  especially  useful 
the  committee-room.  He  was  careful  in  scrutinizing  all  claims 
[against  the  Government,  and  with  Mr.  Whittlesey  of  Ohio,  he  became 
sort  of  guardian  of  the  Treasury.  He  generally  voted  with  the  ad- 
[ininistration  ;  but  he  was  very  much  in  the  habit  of  thinking  for  him- 
slf,  and  never  could  become  a  slave  to  any  party. 

£fThe  great  contest  on  the  right  of  petition  arose,  while  Mr.  Parker 
[was  a  member  of  Congress,  under  the  championship  of  the  intrepid 
rphn  Quincy  Adams — who  lived  to  atone  for  all  his  past  political  trans- 
gressions, and  to  earn  for  himself  the  title,  which  was  universally  bc- 
[jrtowed  upon  him,  of  "  the  old  man  eloquent."     One  of  the  earliest  de- 
5>ates  upon  this  subject,  occurred  in  February,  1835,  on  the  occasion  of 
motion,  to  print  a  memorial  asking  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
strict  of  Columbia.     After  his  particular  friend,  Mr.  McKinly  of  Ala- 
bama, had  spoken  in  opposition  to  it,  Mr.  Parker  arose  and  spoke  briefly 
fas  was  his  wont.     As  serving  to  show  the  views  he  entertained,  and  the 
[course  which  he  pursued  in  reference  to  this  exciting  question  of  the 
ly,  I  give  his  remarks. 
p"I  am  at  a  loss,"  said  he,  "  to  perceive  how  the  mere  reading  and 
Minting  of  the  memorial  can  produce  unpleasant  feelings  in  this  House, 
fi>r,  in  the  Nation  at  large  ;  nor  is  it,  in  my  opinion,  calculated  to  throw 
Eafirebra** "  "nto  the  slave-holding  States.     It  appears  to  me  more  like  a 
)ectfur™^  '-ess  to  the  House,  calling  upon  them  to  exercise  the  priv- 
ilege, conferrea     ^on  them  by  the  constitution,  of  legislating  for  tbe 
Wstrict  of  Columbia,  in  removing  what  the  petitioners  c6nsidcr    a 
[great  and  existing  grievance;  and  if  it  is  intended  or  wished  to  pre- 
fent  any  debate,  it  can  easily  be  obviated  by  withdrawing  the  question 
>F  reconsideration.     What  is  the  state  of  the  subject  ?     What  has  been 
lone  heretofore  ?     And,  how  does  the  matter  now  stand  ?     A  portion 
)f  the  people  of  this  country,  considering  the  evil  a   national   one — as 
gine  that  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  by  a  free  people,  respectfully  ask 
lis  House  to  take  measures  to  redress  it.     Petitions  of  this  nature  have 
^been  referred  to  the  committee  entrusted  with   the  management  of  the 
[affairs  of  the  District,  not  only  the  present  session,  but  at  the  last  and 
Jveral  preceding  sessions.     Now  the  prayer  of  tbe  petitioners  is  either 
jht  or  wrong,  and  their  reasons  either  forcible  or  conclusive,  or  other- 
se.    Let  then  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  luake  a  re- 
)ort,  and  tell  us  what  they  think  ought  to  be  done,  and  give  us  their 
iasons,  so  that  the  House  may  judge  of  the  question.     I  am  not  preju- 
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diced  one  way  or  the  other,  but  I  think  an  answer  to  the  prayer  of  the^ 
petitioners  should  be  given,  for  it  is  neither  unlawful  nor  unrighteous. 

"  The  argument  of  my  honorable  friend  from  Alabama,  that  Con-! 
gress  has  no  right  to  interfere,  I  cannot  assent  to  so  readily  ;  but  letl 
that  gentleman,  who  is  so  competent  to  give  his  reasons,  state  them  on' 
this  subject.  For  myself,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  and  opinions] 
of  my  constituents,  and  the  persons  presenting  this  memorial,  I  shall] 
feel  it  my  bounden  duty  to  vote  to  put  the  petition  on  the  files  of  this! 
House,  and  I  shall  continue  to  urge  it  with  all  the  zeal  of  which  I  ami 
capable;  at  the  same  time,  with  due  consideration  for  the  feelings!] 
prejudices,  interests  and  rights  of  others,  and  which  they  are  entitled} 
to  receive  at  my  hands.  This  I  shall  do,  until  the  committee  on  thai 
District  of  Columbia,  or  some  select  committee  of  the  House  answer] 
the  question,  and  tell  us,  at  the  same  time  giving  their  reasons,  whether! 
Congress  has  a  right  to  legislate  on  this  subject  or  not,  and  until  the] 
House  concur  in  that  decision." 

This  seems  to  us  now  very  obvious,  but  at  that  time,  a  man  subjected! 
himself  to  the  charge  of  being  an  abolitionist  for  giving  utterance  to] 
such  sentiments.  But  Mr.  Parker  cared  little  for  this.  He  lived  to 
the  curse  of  slavery  removed,  not  only  from  the  District  of  Columbia^ 
but  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  our  fair  land ;  so  that  it  may] 
be  said  of  America  now,  what  was  once  said  of  England  : 

"  Slaves  cannot  breathe  in  England  ;  if  their  lungs 
Receive  our  air,  that  moment  they  are  free." 

But  it  cost  us  the  pangs  of  a  cruel  war  to  [bring  about  this  result! 
It  seems  to  be  a  mysterious  law  of  Providence,  that  there  can  be  noj 
redemption  from  guilt  but  by  blood. 

We  sometimes  hear  it  said,  oh  !   that  the  South  had  listened  to  the] 
voice  of  reason.     Oh  !  that  she  had  been  content  to  leave  slavery  where! 
the  Constitution  had  left  it — in  the  States  where  it  then  existed — withT 
out  seeking  to  extend  it  into  territories  consecrated  to  freedom.    Bat 
this  was  impossible.     Evil  is  always  aggressive.     There  is,  there  always 
must  be,  an  irrepressible  conflict  between  freedom  and  slavery.    From] 
time  to  time,  this  conflict  was  averted  by  compromises.     These  compi 
mises  were  always  in  favor  of  slavery.     But  it  is  well  that  they  werel 
made.     Had  this  conflict  arisen,  when  Missouri  applied  for  admissioi 
as  a  State — had  it  occurred  in  1850 — the  consequence  would  have  beer 
a  dissolution  of  the  Union.     This  was  admitted  by  all.     The  idea  of| 
coercing  the  South,  upon  either  of  those  occasions,  was  never  for  a  mo- 
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blent  entertained.  The  country  was  not  prepared  for  it.  It  was  not 
[until  the  Missouri  Compromise  was  repealed— it  was  not  until  Abraham 
icoln  was  elected  President  of  the  United  States — it  was  not  until 
[the  first  gun  was  discharged  at  Fort  Sumter — that  the  heart  of  the 
lerican  people  was  fired  for  the  conflict.  Then  it  came.  God  had 
[so  ordained  it.  Oceans  of  blood  were  shed.  Millions  of  treasure  were 
[expended.  But  who  will  now  say,  that  this  blood  and  treasure  were 
Spent  in  vain.  Slavery  is  dead.  America  is  free— "redeemed,  regener- 
ated, and  disenthralled,  by  the  irresistible  genius  of  universal  emanci- 
ition." 

^Mr.  Parker  retired  from  Congress  on  the  fourth  of  March,  1837,  the 
iy  that  Martin  Van  Buren  was  inaugurated  as  President.     He  had 
ced  Gen.  Jackson,  and  was  liked  by  him.     There  was  something  in 
[the  General's  character  with  which  Mr.  Parker  could  sympathize.     He 
ras  honest  himself,  but  was  too  often  swayed  by  dishonest  advisers. 
He  loved  the  Union,  and  was  willing  enough  to  put   down,  by  a  strong 
kand,  nullification  in  South  Carolina.     He  would  have  been  glad  to  have 
rang  John  C.  Calhoun.     He  always  regretted  that  he  had  not  done  so. 
jut  he  allowed  Georgia  to  set  at  defiance  the  judgments  of  the  Supreme 
ICourt.     He  allowed  missionaries  among  the  Cherokees,  to  be  impris 
lea,  unc         State  law,  which  that  high  tribunal  had  pronounced  un- 
[eonstitutional.     ^e  inaugurated  a  system,  expressed  by  the  words,  "  to 
ie  victors  belong  tne  spoils,"  which  has  done  more  than  almost  auy- 
igelse,  to  demoralize  our  politics,  but  which  is  destined,  as  we  trust, 
•receive  its  overthrow  from  another  hero,  no  less  renowned  in  war  thau 
leT  But,  notwithstanding  these  defects  in   his  character,  there  was  a 
lantry  in  his  bearing,   a  high-toned  independence,  a  frankness,  [a 
iplicity,  and  a  straightforwardness,  which  might  well  have  had  its 
jination  for  a  man  like  Mr.  Parker. 
jjBut  towards  Martin  Van  Burcn  he  never  warmed.     He  always  dis- 
sted  him.     The  truth  is,  there  was  nothing  in  common  between  them. 
leir  characters  were  the  very   antipodes  of  each  other.     The  consc- 
ience was,  that  when  Gen.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the  Presidency 
1840,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr.  Parker  supported  him, 
id  ever  afterwards  acted  with  the  Whig  party — voting  successively  for. 
[Clay,  Taylor  and  Scott.     Nor  was  there  any  inconsistency  in  this ;  for 
ie  Whigs  were  unquestionably  the  legitimate  successors  of  that  party, 
"which,  in  early  life,  he  had  given  his  allegiance,  and  from  the  princi- 
ples of  which  he  never  in  fact  departed.     So,  too,  when  the  Republican 
irty  was  formed,  his  well-known  and  life-long  sentiments  upon  slavery 
iturally  led  him  to  cast  the  weight  of  his  influence  in  its  favor.     He 
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was  nominated  for  a  Presidential  Elector  in   1856   by  that  party,  but< 
their  ticket  was  defeated. 

When  Mr.  Parker  retired  from  Congress,  he  was  sixty-one  years  of; 
age ;  but  his  health  was  good,  his  natural  force  was  not  abated,  and 
his  faculties  of  mind  and  body  were  unimpaired.  Nothing  but  ] 
grey  hairs  betokened  the  approach  of  old  age.  He  betook  himself] 
thenceforth  to  the  pursuits  of  private  life,  though  ever  ready,  when. 
occasion  required,  to  serve  his  State  or  his  country.  He  was  called  forth; 
from  his  retirement  in  1844,  by  being  elected  a  member  of  the  convene 
tion  for  the  formation  of  a  new  Constitution  for  New  Jersey.  Of  this 
body,  composed  of  the  most  distinguished  men  of  the  State,  he  was; 
an  active,  influential  and  useful  member.  He  was  chairman  of  the'i 
committee  on  the  Bill  of  Rights,  and  mauy  of  the  provisions  of  that 
well-considered  part  of  the  Constitution  were  the  productions  of  his 
pen.  He  took  an  especial  interest  in  that  clause  which  relates  to  public 
schools,  and  it  gave  him  sincere  pleasure  to  see  a  permanent  provision 
for  their  support  imbedded  in  the  fundamental  law.  The  school  fund, 
as  we  have  seen,  was  his  creation,  and  he  watched  over  it  with  a  pater-, 
nal  regard.  To  guard  against  the  possibility  of  its  being  ever  diverted., 
from  the  great  object  to  Avhich  it  was  consecrated,  it  was  provided,  at  his, 
instance,  that  it  should  "  not  be  competent  for  the  Legislature  to  bor- 
row, appropriate,  or  use  the  said  fund  or  any  part  thereof,  for  any  other 
purpose,  under  any  pretence  whatever." 

Besides  the  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  to  which  Mr.  Parker  was, 
called  in  the  course  of  his  life,  and  to  which  allusion  has  already  been, 
made,  lie  was  for  a  long  time  one  of  the  Trustees  of  Rutgers  College, 
and  gave  to  that  institution  the  land  at  New  Brunswick  on  which  itSj 
buildings  are  erected.  He  was  also  a  Trustee  of  the  College  of  New^ 
Jersey  at  Princeton,  from  1825  to  1829.  He  was  one  of  the  original: 
managers  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  took  a  deep  interest  in  the 
organization  of  that  institution.  He  was  elected  a  Vice-President  of,, 
the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  at  its  first  formation,  and  upon  thej 
death  of  Chief- Justice  Hornblower  he  became  its  President.  He  was. 
seldom  absent  from  its  meetings,  and  always  evinced  a  lively  interests 
in  its  proceedings.  He  Avas  a  vestryman  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  at  Perth. 
Amboy,  almost  from  his  majority,  and  for  many  years  before  his  death 
was  its  senior  warden.  He  usually  represented  that  Parish  in  the. 
Protestant  Episcopal  Convention  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  sincerely 
attached  to  his  church,  and  an  earnest  worker  in  its  behalf,  but  he  had 
not  a  particle  of  bigotry  or  intolerance.  In  later  years,  his  great  age. 
precluded  him  from  taking  any  active  part  in  public  affairs.     The  death 
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of  his  wife  in  1863,  the  departure  of  many  others  of  those  he  had 
known  and  loved,  and  the  natural  infirmities  of  old  age,  gradually 
^weighed  him  down  ;  yet  his  mind  continued,  clear  and  strong,  and  he 
['took  a  lively  interest  in  the  great  events  which  were  agitating  the 
country.  He  died  on  the  first  of  April,  1SG8,  not  from  disease,  not  by 
a  violent  stroke  from  the  hand  of  death,  but  simply  of  old  age — by  the 
gradual  wearing  out  of  his  constitution — and  retaining  to  the  last  the 
possession  of  all  his  faculties.  When  the  angel  who  was  sent  to  com- 
fort Adam  upon  his  expulsion  from  Paradise,  had  lifted  the  veil  of 
futurity,  and  given  him  a  sight  of  death  in  its  most  repulsive  form — 
'death  from  sudden  violence  : 


" 4 1  yield  it  just,  said  Adam,  and  submit. 
But  is  there  jet  no  other  way,  besides 
These  painful  passages,  how  we  may  come 
To  death,  and  mix  with  our  connatural  dust? 
There  is,  said  Michael,  if  thou  well  observe 
The  rule  of  not  too  much,  by  temperance  taught 
In  what  thou  eat'st  and  drinK'st,  seeking  from  thence 
Due  nourishment,  not  gluttinous  delight, 
Till  many  years  over  thy  head  return  : 
°~  may'st  thou  lire,  till  like  ripe  fruit  thou  drop 
•^^"^  Into  thy  mother's  lap,  or  be  with  ease 

Gathered,  not  harshly  plucked,  for  death  mature. 
;  This  is  old  age.'  " 

Such  was  the  old  age  of  Mr.  Parker— serene  and  beautiful.     He  liter- 
ally dropped  like  ripe  fruit  into  his  mother's  lap.     Death,  with  him, 
W8  disarmed  of  all  its  terrors.     He  had  fought,  bravely  the  battle  of 
[life— he  knew  in  whom  he  trusted— and  he  willingly  resigned  his  body 
to  the  dust,  and  his  spirit  to  the  God  who  gave  it.     He  had  always 
faded  upon  the  principle  : 

'•  Summum  nee  metuas  diem,  nee  optes.'" 
"Nor  lore  thy  life,  nor  hate;  but  what  thou  liv'st 
Live  well,  how  long  or  short  permit  to  heaven." 

b  His  remains  were  interred  in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Peters— that 
phurch  which  he  had  loved  so  well,  and  where  he  had  worshiped  so 
long — a  lovely  spot,  from  which  you  look  out  to  sea  across  the  broad 
)ay_and  there  he  was  laid  by  the  side  of  his  parents  and  his  family. 
Born  in  177G,  and  dying  in  1&G8,  what  an  eventful  period  does  his 
Bife  embrace  1  The  American  Revolution,  with  its  varying  fortunes  and 
^glorious  results— the   acknowledgment    of   our    independence    as    a 
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nation— the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution— the  French  Revolu- 
tion,  -which  convulsed  the  old  world  as  ours  did  the  new,  and  drew  alt 
Europe  into  its  vortex— the  consulate  and  empire  of  Napoleon— the 
battle  of  Waterloo— the  restoration  of  the  Bourbons  to  the  throne  of 
France,  their  final  expulsion,  and  the  second  empire — the  vast  political 
and  social  change3  in  Europe — the  opening  of  China  and  Japan  to  the" 
commerce  of  the  world— the  marvellous  growth  of  our  own  country- 
its  rapid  expansion  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific — the  war  for  the 
Union,  ending  in  the  destruction  of  slavery — the  wonders  of  modern 
science,  the  steam  engine,  the  railway,  the  locomotive,  the  telegraphs* 
were  there  ever  so  many  stirring  events  crowded  within  the  lifetime  of  J 
one  man?  It  was  his  good  fortune  to  be  permitted  to  live  in  such  an: 
interesting  period  of  the  world's  history,  and  with  a  vigorous  intellect, 
unbroken  health,  and  unblemished  honor,  to  engage  in  its  active  duties 
for  more  than  three  score  years  and  ten.  And  it  is  our  grateful  task  to 
recount  his  faithful  labors  and  valuable  services  to  his  State  and  country, 
during  the  greater  part  of  the  first  century  of  their  existence. 

The  sketch  which  I  have  given  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Parker,  will  have 
indicated  the  chief  traits  in  his  character.     But  let  us  endeavor  to  col- 
lect these  scattered  lineaments,  aud  exhibit  them  in  one  connected  view. 
They  will  be  found  to  form  a  beautiful  and  harmonious  whole. 
•    In  the  first  place,  he  was  emphatically  an  honest  man.     This  was 
indeed  the  leading  trait  in  his  character.     It  was  impressed  upon  his 
countenance,  it  breathed  in  every  word  that  he  spoke,  it  shone  out  in 
every  act  of  his  life.     He  was  called  and  known  by  the  title  of"  honest 
James  Parker/'     Henry  A.  Wise,  of  Virginia,  upon  the  floor  of  Con- 
gress, pronounced  him  to  be  "the  honestest  man  he  ever  knew  there.''; 
I  do  not  mean  merely  that  he  was  an  honorable  man — that  he  was  a 
truthful  man — that  he  was  just  in  all  his  dealings,  and  faitbful  to  all; 
his  obligations  ;  he  was  all  this,  but  he  was  something  more.     He  was! 
honest  in  the  sense  in  which  Shakespeare  says,  "  To  be  honest,  as  the^ 
world  goes,  is  to  be  one  man  picked  out  :>f  ten  thousand."    Hij  sense 
of  honesty  was  like  that  sense  of  justice,  implied  in  the  words,  "Jiat 
juatitia  mat  coelum1— or  that  sense  of  honor,  so  beautifully  described  | 
by  one  of  our  poets,  when  he  says  of  the  man  who  carried  a  native, 
unborrowed,  self-sustained  rectitude  in  his  bosom,  that  "  his  eye,  even 
turned  on  empty  space,  beamed  keen  with  honor."    He  was  incapable 
of  being  dishonest.     He  was  honest  at  all    times,  in  all  things  to  all 
men.     He  was  honest  even  in  politics.     He  had  intellectual  as  well  as 
moral  honesty.     He  was  sometimes  almost  provokingly  honest.     He 
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jp.rthought  for  himself— he  formed  his  own. opinions — and  he  would  express 
I  them. — sometimes  perhaps  bluntly,  sometimes  unseasonably,  and  with- 
|. out  due  regard  to  the  views  and  feelings  of  others.     But  he   meant  no 
^offence,  and  could  not  believe  that  he  gave  any.     He  was  not  offended 
^.himself  when  others  differed  from  him.     It  was,  in  fact,  a  part  of  bis 
1  nature,  and  he  could  not  help  it.     There  are  those  who  do  not  like  (o 
|  differ  from  others,  and  when  open  opinions  are  expressed  in  which  they 
,do  not  concur,  yield  nevertheless  a  sort  of  tacit  acquiescence.     They 
;  have  no  love  for  what  Cowper  calls,  "  a  duel  in  the  form  of  a  debate." 
It  was  not  so  with  him.     When  a  proposition  was  advanced  to  which 
rhe  could  not  assent,  instead  of  letting  it  pass  unquestioned  by,  he  was 
%verj  apt  to  challenge  it.     Hence  arose,  what  was  thought  to  be  a  defect 
| in  his  character,  something  that  looked  like  a  spirit  of  contradiction. 
£'But  it  was  the  natural  result  of  his  independence  of  character,  and  the 
depth  and  sincerity  of  his  convictions. 
*?   Another  very  striking  trait  in  his  character,  was  his  constant  desire 
1 to  he  usifnl.     It  was  not  public  spirit  only.     Many,  who  appear  to  have 
a  great  deal  of  what  is  called  public  spirit,  are  often  neglectful  of  pri- 
vate affairs,  and  family  claims.     2'Tor  did  he  seek  to  do  good  only  upon 
a  lar      ^cale.  or  by  some  shining  act  of  benevolence.     His  usefulness 
^pern*«.<jtrevery  sphere  of  action,  from  the  humblest  to  the  highest.     His 
first  duty  was  to  his  family,  and  thi3  he  performed  with  the  most  heroic 
Bclf-devotion.     When  just  entering  upon  life,  and  with  business  habits 
and  talents  by  which  he  might  have  earned  wealth  in  mercantile  pur- 
suits, the  death  of  his  father  imposed  upon  him,  as  we  have  seen,  tho 
tfask  of  extricating  from  embarrassment  a  large  landed  estate,  and  pro- 
viding for  the  support  of  a  widowed  mother,  and  three  unmarried  sis- 
■ters.    To  this  he  at  once  applied  himself,  and  gave  to  it  many  of  the 
best  years  of  his  life.     He  abandoned  all  toil  for  himself,  and  labored 
only  to  make  those,  thus  committed  to  his  care,  comfortable  and  happy. 
is  next  duty  was  to  the  town  in  which  Providence  had  cast  his  lot. 
It  was  not  a  place  of  much  importance.     It  had  not  realized  the  fond 
hopes  of  its  founders.     It  had  not  become,  what  they  thought  it  was 
destined  to  be,  a  great  seat  of  commerce.     But  it  was  endeared  to  him 
by  many  tender  and  hallowed  associations.     It  had  been  the  home  of 
his  ancestors  fur  many  generations.     And,  above  all,  its  people  were  his 
Neighbors,  and  therefore  objects  of  his  interest  and  care.     He  was  Mayor 
<6t:  the  city  for  many  years,  and  was  always  ready  to  serve  her  in  any 
Capacity  in  which  he  could  be  useful.     His  State  then  claimed  his  ser- 
vices, and  we  have  seen  with  what  fidelity  they  were  rendered.     His 
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long  career  in  the  legislature  was  one  continued  series  of  acts  of  useful- 
ness. Instead  of  studying  to  advance  bis  own  interests,  his  only  desire 
seemed  to  be,  that  he  might  in  every  possible  way  promote  the  inter- 
ests and  welfare  of  his  native  State.  He  was  then  called  into  the  coun- 
cils of  the  Nation,  and  he  obeyed  the  call,  with  no  other  purpose  than 
to  make  himself  useful.  Thus  the  circle  of  his  usefulness  was  contin- 
ually expanding,  and  his  long  life  was  spent  in  doing  good.  He  was 
always  devising  something  for  the  benefit  of  others.  He  valued  life, 
only  as  it  gave  him  opportunities  of  being  useful. 

Another  quality  which  «listinguished  him,  was  his  charity.  He  was 
charitable  both  in  word  and  deed.  He  never  sp^ke  harshly  or  un- 
kindly of  others,  no  matter  how  much  they  might  differ  from  him  in 
opinion  or  action.  Everything  like  gossip  or  talebearing  excited  his 
aversion.  He  never  indulged  in  it  himself,  and  he  always  rebuked  it  in 
others.  He  was  eminently  the  friend  of  the  poor,  giving  them  employ- 
ment when  they  were  able  to  work,  and  relieving  them  when  they  were 
cot.  He  not  only  ministered  to  their  wants  and  necessities,  but  he  was 
their  friend,  their  adviser,  their  helper.  Nor  did  their  place  of  birth 
make  any  difference.  The  Irish  laboring  classes  in  Amboy  were  among 
his  most  sincere  mourners,  and  will  always  bless  his  memory. 

He  had  a  generous  hospitality,  untramelled  by  restraint  or  ceremony. 
He  was  simple  in  his  tastes,  plain  in  his  dress — giving  preference  always 
to  goods  of  American  manufacture — and  did  not  attach  much  impor- 
tance to  mere  matters  of  form  and  etiquette.  He  was  abstemious  in 
eating  and  drinking — eschewed  tobacco  in  every  form — and  indulged 
very  sparingly  in  the  use  of  liquors  of  every  kind — enforcing  both  by 
precept  and  example  the  strictest  temperance.  Tlii?,  with  a  fine  con- 
stitution, and  daily  exercise  in  the  open  air,  will  account  for  his  long 
life  and  green  old  age.  •: 

He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife,  and  the  mother  of  his  children, 
was  Penelope,  daughter  of  Anthony  Butler,  a  West  India  merchant 
living  at  Perth  Amboy.  She  died  in  1823.  His  second  wife  was  Cath- 
arine Morris,  daughter  of  Col.  Samuel  Ogden,  of  Newark,  and  sister  of 
the  late  David  B.  Ogden,  of  New  York.  Of  his  domestic  life,  I  cannot^ 
perhaps  give  a  better  idea,  than  by  presenting  a  picture  of  it,  drawn  by 
one  who  knew  him  well,  and  loved  him  dearly.  "The  affection  which 
subsisted  between  his  wife  and  himself,  was  the  most  beautiful  picture,- 
of  wedded  love  ever  presented  to  my  eyes.  It  never  could  have  been,'J 
exceeded — such  anxious  thought  by  each  for  the  other — such  uneasi-, 
ness  when  either  left  the  other  for  ever  so  short  a  time — such  evident^ 
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S  delight  in  each  other's  society.  He  had  been  fortunate  indeed  in  his 
j  matrimonial  selections.  In  his  youth  he  married  one  distinguished  for 
I  beauty,  a  perpetual  happy  cheerful  gaiety,  and  peculiar  affectionateness. 
I  When  God  took  her  from  him,  and  four  years  had  demonstrated  the 
I  need  of  a  mother  to  his  children,  he  chose  a  wife  very  different— by  no 
"  I  means  so  personally  attractive,  but  of  strong  mind,  exceedingly  chari- 
i  table  to  the  poor,  perfectly  devoted  to  him,  and  admirably  adapted  to 
I. his  character  in  all  things." 

I  Mr.  Parker's  intellectual  qualities  were  of  a  high  order,  and  would 
I  have  conducted  him  to  eminence  in  any  profession  he  might  have  choseu. 
|  He  had  an  active  mind,  a  clear  head,  quick  perception,  sound  judg- 
|  menr,  and  a  great  deal  of  strong  common  sense.  He  was  peculiarly 
^  fitted  for  the  profession  of  the  law.  He  had  that  essential  quality 
I  which  is  called  "  a  legal  apprehension."  His  friend  Richard  S lock  ton, 
I  whom  he  greatly  respected  and  admired,  advised  him  to  adopt  that 
4  profession,  and  was  in  the  bit  of  saying,  that  if  in  regird  to  any  niat- 
^ter  he  wanted  to  know  what  would  be  held  law,  he  desired  to  state  his 
I  case  to  James  Parker.  Had  he  followed  this  advice,  he  would  no  doubt 
1  have  won  for  himself  distinction  and  renown.  But  these  were  not  the 
I  chp-io,wi  -'j^-cts  of  his  life.  His  highest  ambition,  if  ambition  it 
m.^/TJe  called,  was  to  be  useful  to  others,  to  do  good  in  his  day  and 
'generati'm.  And  in  this  he  was  successful.  Some  may  say,  he  was  too 
honest  to  have  been  a  lawyer;  but  had  he  pursued  that  profession,  he 
f  would  only  have  furnished  another  illustration,  of  what  the  bar  of  New 
^Jersey  has  so  often  demonstrated,  that  the  highest  professional  skill  is 
perfectly  consistent  with  the  purest  integrity. 

The  New  Jersey  Historical  Society  has  been  fortunate  in  its  first  two 
Presidents— Joseph  C.  Hornblower  and  James  Parker— and  I  esteem  it 
|both  an  honor  and  a  happiness,  that  in  the  case  of  both  of  them,  I  havo 
Jbeen  permitted  to  portray  their  characters  and  recount  their  virtues. 
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NOTE    A 


The  Reverend  William  Seinner,  tbe  maternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Parker,  was 
a  MacGregor,  and  among  those  of  the  clan  proscribed  after  the  rebellion  of 
1715,  having  taken  an  active  part  in  the  restoratory  struggles  of  the  Stuart  family/ 
Obliged  to  leave  Scotland  after  the  battle  of  Preston  Pans,  in  which  he  was 
■wounded,  and  prevented  from  bearing  .the  name  of  his  clan,  he  assumed  that  ot 
a  friend  in  Edinburgh,  from  whom  he  received  favor  and  protection.  As  William 
Skinner  lie  left  England  for  Holland,  and  subsequently,  by  way  of  Antigua,  camo 
to  Philadelphia,  where  for  some  years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching,  having  tor. 
ceived  a  superior  education.  He  subsequently  returned  to  Engiand,  and  was 
there  ordained  by  the  Bishop  of  London,  and  in  1721  was  appointed  missionary 
to  Perth  Amboy,  from  the  "  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Parta,'*; ; 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  in  1723.  He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was. 
a  daughter  of  Christopher  Billop,  of  Staten  Island,  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Mn 
Brook,  one  of  the  Society's  Missionaries,  who  had  been  stationed  at  Elizabeth* 
town.  His  second  wife,  and  the  mother  of  his  children,  was  the  youngest  daugh-^ 
ter  of  Stephanus  Vun  Cortlandt,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Parker's  mother  was  their 
only  daughter.  ,vr\§j 

On  the  paternal  side,  Mr.  Parker  was  descended  from  Elissa  Parker,  who  be- 
came a  resident  of  Woodbridge  about  the  year  1675,  removing  thither  from  Staten 
Island,  who,  previous  to  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1717,  filled  several  local 
offices  of  importance,  was  a  member  of  Assembly  from  the  County  of  Middle-^ 
sex,  and  a  member  of  the  Council  of  Gov.  Hunter.  His  son  John,  grandfather  o£  I 
Mr.  Parker,  married  Janet,  daughter  of  Dr.  John  Johnstone  and  Eupham  Scot, 
whose  companionship  amid  all  the  trials  and  sorrows  of  the  voyage  in  1635,  on- 
board of  the  "Henry  and  Francis,"— the  "May-flower"  of  New  Jersey— led  tal 
a  closer  union  after  their  arrival.  Thus,  through  both  parents,  did  Mr.  Parker.^ 
trace  his  descent  from  a  Scotch  ancestry. 


NOTE   B 


The  following  is  the  document  referred  to  in  the  text : 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  DELAWARE 
AND  RARITAN  CANAL. 

The  Committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con* 
gtructing  a  Canal  between  the  tide  waters  of  the  Delaware  and  Raritan,  beg  leave* 
to  report: 

That  the  general  welfare  of  the  United  States  requires  a  communication  by  waterl 
through  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  connecting  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Delaware? 
nnd  Raritan,  as  one  link  of  the  great  chain  of  internal  navigation,  which  is  to  con-1 
nect  all  the  Atlantic  States  and  part  of  the  Western  States  with  each  other.  This: 
great  line  of  communication  is  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  trade  and  intercourse! 
at  all  time?,  and  most  rssential  to  our  protection  and  defence  in  time  of  war.  Canals7 
are  made  and  in  progress  on  the  one  side  of  New  Jersey,  forming,  with  tbe  baysandl 
rivers  with  which  they  communicate,  an  iuternal  navigation  as  far  as  South  Caro-1 
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Una;  while,  on  the  other  side,  the  sounds,  bny3  and  rivers  of  the  eastern  and 
|  northern  sections  of  these  United  States,  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals  in  the 
3tate  of  New  York,  and  the  State  Canal  now  making  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  form, 
| together,  a  series  of  inland  navigation  of  many  thousand  miles  in  extent,  inteirupted 
;  only  by  the  short  space  in  New  Jersey,  between  the  Delaware  and  Raritan.  That 
I  this  part  of  the  communication  ought  to  be  made,  to  complete  the  whole^  seems  to 
the  committee  too  evident  to  require  an  argument. 

•  The  **tate  of  New  Jersey,  it  is  conceived,  ought  not  to  refuse  to  do  her  part,  and 
to  contribute  her  aid  in  finishing  this  great  work  ;  which,  while  it  will  facilitate  the 
intercourse  between  the  different  States,  and  enable  them  10  supply  their  mutual 
Wants,  will  so  essentially  Contribute  "to  form  a  more  perfect  uniori-^-provide  for 
the  common  defence— promote  the  general  welfare— and  thereby  secure  the  bless- 
ings'of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity." 

If  the  general  welfare  requires  the  construction  6f  the  Canal,  it  is  no  less  the 
Interest  of  New  Jersey  to  undertake  its  execution.    By  its  location  in  such  way,  as 

at  while  it  answers  the  general  purposes  of  national  intercourse;  it  may  also  be 
rendered  subservient  to  a  future  system  of  internal  improvement  by  the  State,  the 
Canal  will  contribute  to  the  prosperity  of  New  Jersey— in  the  facility  of  eommuni- 
ation  by  which  lumber,  coal  and  all  other  articles  from  the  west  maj  be  transported 
1o  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  affording  essential  supplies  as  well  to  the  private 
ants  as  to  the  manufacturing  interest  of  that  section— securing  to  each  portion  of 
the  State  a  safe,  speedy  and  cheap  conveyance  to  either  of  the  great  markets  of 
JreW  York  and  Philadelphia,  now  only  open  respectively  to  each  side-by  the 
.spring,  which  opportunity  always  affords  to  the  exertions  of  the  iudustrious  and 
enterprising— by  securing  to  our  own  citizens  the  benefits  enjoyed  in  other  States 
rnere  internal  improvements  have  taken  the  start  of  us— and,  by  giving  them  an 
Opportunity  to  improve  their  condition  at  home,  without  emigrating  to  more 
^irdred  States,  as  has  been  too  much  the  case  in  New  Jersey,  to  the  great  and  matii- 
est  injury  and  loss  of  our  native  State.  We  invariably  find  that  manufactures,  trade 
ihd  agriculture  flourish  most  in  those  States  where  the  government  has  led  the  way 
in  public  improvemeut— where  the  spirit  of  those  in  authority  has  drawn  forth  the 
rees  of  the  State  to  contribute  to  its  internal  improvement  and  given  the  lead 
fc>  the  exertions  and  euterprize  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  State  of  New  Jersey  ought  to  make  the  Canal.     Limited  in  territory,  few"  in 

mbers  compared  with  others  of  the  States,  we  ought  to  improve  the  advantages 

our  situation  a*  the  surest  and  best  means  of  increasing  our  importance  in  wealth 

d  population.     We  have  been  too  long  inactive  and  silent  spectators  of  tbegrowth 
•fid  prosperity  of  our  neighbors,  while  our  sons  have  been  obliged  to  leave  their 

imes  and  seek  their  fortunes  in  other  quartet s,  and  to  contribute  their  lives  and 

duatry  to  increase  the  prosperity  of  distant  regions. 

To  stimulate  us  in  undertaking  this  imporiant  work,  we  woald  remark  that  the 
situation  of  New  Jersey  is,  in  this  respect,  highly  favorable.     On  one  side,  New 
•rk,  with  rapid  strides,  has  progressed  in  the  opening  a  communication  by  water 

the  great  inland  seas  of  the  west,  reaching  the  extensive  and  fertile  districts  of 
.Ohio  and  Michigan,  already  filled  by  a  hardy,  industrious  and  enterprising  people, 

d  the  boundless  regions  on  the  lukes  hereafter  to  be  subdued  and  cultivated  by 

esdrplus  population  of  the  East.    In  a  northern  direction,  her  canals  reach  to 

nada-aod  the  inland  sea  between  Long  Island  and  the  shores  of  New  England, 
JTith  the  rivers  of  that  section,  form  extended  communications  by  water,  all  cen- 

ing  in  the  great  emporium  of  commerce  at  New  York,  affording  advantages 
oequalled  by  anv  city  iu  this  western  world.  The  rapid  increase  of  the  city  of 
*W  Y,ork,  in  wealth  and  numbers,  and  the  general  prosperity  of  the  State,  prove 

e  wisdom  of  her  policy,  if  a  doubt  could  have  existed  on  this  head. 

On  the  other  side,  Pennsylvania,  emulating  the  liberal  polioy  of  her  sister  SUte, 
riaea  in  herstreugth,  and  by  a  system  of  internal  improvements,  commenced 


138  LIFE   AND   CHARACTER  OF   HON.  JAMES  PARKER. 

the  construction  of  canals  in  every  direction  through  her  fertile  and  extensive' 
domain -calculated  to  draw  to  her  capital  at  Philadelphia,  the  wealth  and  produce' 
of  her  own  State  and  of  the  neighboring  States.  The  effect  of  this  policy  cannot ; 
be  doubted.  The  solid  capital  of  Philadelphia— the  eminence  she  has  already! 
attained,  fostered  and  encouraged  by  the  enlightened  policy  of  the  State,  ensure  i 
increase  of  her  wealth,  trade  and  importance.  Under  the  present  policy  of  Penn-'| 
sylvania,  she  may  be  second,  bat  only  second  to  her  more  favored  lival. 

The  right  of  way,  by  internal  communication,  between  these  great  cities.i  n  which  j 
are  condensed  the  trade,  the  manufactures  and  the  wealth,  of  more  than  half  the' 
United  States,  is  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  The  only  safe  and  certain  route,  the' 
cheapest  communication  between  the  millions  of  people  on  each  side,  is  in  ourj 
hands.  The  numberless  articles,  the  interchange  of  which  will  be  required  for  the] 
supply  of  their  mutual  wants,  convenience  and  luxury,  must  and  will,  in  a  great] 
measure,  pas3  through  a  canal  that  will  connect  the  Delaware  and  Raritan,  The] 
sea,  it  is  true,  will  afford  a  way  by  which  a  part  may  be  carried,  but  certainty  in] 
time,  safety  in  transporting,  with  a  reasonable  freight,  will  always  ensure  a  prefers 
ence  to  canal  routes,  over  the  uncertainty  and  danger  of  a  sea  voyage. 

The  ground  between  the  rivers  is  most  favorable  for  a  canal.    An  elevation  oil 
little  more  than  fifty  feet  above  the  tide  is  the  summit;  and  a  canal  along  the  mai 
gin  of  the  Delaware,  supplied  from  the  redundant  waters  of  that  river,  will  serve] 
as  a  feeder  to  the  main  canal,  affording  at  the  same  time  a  communication  for  the^ 
passage  of  boats,  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  expense  of  its  construction. 

In  an  estimate  made  by  two  of  our  most  experienced  engineers,  from  actual  surj 
vey  in  1S25,  it  is  stated  that  the  expense  of  the  main  canal  across  the  State,  60| 
feet  wide  and  8  feet  deep,  including  lockage,  bridges,  aqueducts,  Jfcc, 

will  be $362,293] 

And  of  the  feeder,  40  feet  wide  and  5  feet  deep 226,<»32j 

$1,'  8M251 
Add  for  contingencies,  5  per  cent 54,418] 

$1,142,741 
affording  a  canal  of  60  miles  for  little  more  than  one  million  of  dollars,  which  in  a! 
few  years  must  be  the  chief  means  of  communication  for  many  millions  of  people 

If  it  were  necessary  to  limit  the  expense  of  construction,  to  a  less  sum,  by  lea 
ening  the  capacity  of  the  canal,  a  proportionate  reduction  of  the  cost  might 
made.     On  this  head  the  committee  conceive  themselves  not  called  npon  to  giveanl 
opinion  further  than  to  remark,  that  in  a  work  of  such  importance,  nothing  should] 
be  omitted  to  make  the  canal  of  dimensions  sufficient  to  secure  the  greatest  benefit 
and  to  provide  for  transportation  over  it  far  greater  than  is  uow  generally  contem* 
plated.     If  the  progress  of  improvement  should  continue  a  few  years  longer,: 
the  ratio  of  the  past,  the  canal  now  estimated  may  be  too  small  for  the  transport!^ 
tion  upon  its  waters. 

It  is  well  ascertained  that  the  funds  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  canal 
may  be  procured  by  loan,  at  an  interest  not  exceeding  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  bji 
pledging  the  faith  of  the  State  and  the  income  of  the  canal,  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  principal.  A  loan  at  this  rate,  the  principi 
unredeemable  for  a  period  of  years,  it  is  believed,  would  command  a  premium^t 
least  equal  to  the  interest  accruing  for  the  first  two  years;  within  which  time  the 
canal  can  be  completed.  .; 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  General  Government  would  contribute  by  loan 
otherwise,  if  desired,  a  great  part  of  the  requisite  means  on  terms  highly  favoi 
able  to  the  State,  and  it  will  be  at  our  option  to  accept  either  as  the  terms  : 
appear  most  favorable. 

It  remains  to  enquire  how  far  it  is  probable  that  the  tolls  to  be  received  u| 
the  completion  of  the  canal  will  pay  the  neceesary  repairs  and  interest  on  tW 
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loan.     On  this  head  there  are  no  data  which  can  be  relied  on  with  arithmetical 
accuracy.     Let  us  imagine,  however,  that  instead  of  a  neck  of  land  separating 
..   the  two  rivers,  a  communication  by  water  capable  of  carrying  vessels  of  burden 
had  been  formed  by  nature,  and  afforded  a  safe  and  certain  inland  passage  be- 
tween the  two  great  cities,  coming  into  competition  with  the  dangerous  and  un- 
certain voyage  by  sea  of  three  times  the  distance.     Cun  we  doubt  that  in  such  a 
|?>  case  the  whole  trade  and  intercourse  between  these  erreat  emporiums  of  com- 
merce, would  have  followed  the  short,  safe,  and  certain  way,  and  thai  the  sea  for 
this  purpose  would  have  been  pearly  abandoned.     Let  then  this  interna)  comma- 
■^nication  be  opened  by  the  construction  of  a  canal  of  proper  dimensions,  and  it 
£•  needs  no  demonstration  to  convince  us  that  the  great  quantity  of  merchandize 
passing  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  to  the  North  and  South,  would 
•find  its  way  along  the  canal.     The  canal  would  carry  to  New  York,  and  the  east- 
ern border  of  New  Jersey,  the  coal  of  the  Lehigh,  the  Schuylkill,  and  the  Sus- 
quehanna:    The  lumber  of  the  Delaware  aud  Susquehanna  would  pass  to  the 
east,  to  supply  that  essential  article,  which,  notwithstanding  the  vast  quantity 
rfrom  the  canals  of  the  Hudson,  is  still  enhanced  in  price.     In  flne,  the  Delaware 
|r  and  Ran  tan  Canal  will  be  the  short  tunnel   through  which,  at  no  distant  day, 
will  be  carried  the  trade  and  intercourse  of  States  on  each  side,  containing  a  pop- 
\'  ulation  exceeding  the  whole  population  of  the  United  States  at  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution. 

The  Committee  then  have  no  doubt  that  the  tolls  of  the  canal  will  more  than 
"compensate  the  repairs  and  interest,  and,  in  a  few  years,  repay  the  principal  of 
the  loau  contracted  for  its  execution. 

They  make  this  calculation  without  adverting  to  the  possibility  of  war,  in 
/which,  however  reluctantly  and  coutrary  to  our  policy,  we  may  hereafter  be  en- 
"gaged.  In  such  event,  while  the  advantages  of  the  canal  would  be  most  impor- 
,tant,  the  revenue  would  be  immense.  Had  a  canal  through  New  Jersey  existed 
[.during  the  last  war,  it  would  have  saved  millions  to  the  General  Government  in 
'money,  and  more  in  time  transporting  munitions  of  war  to  the  different  States — 
[and  the  tolls  would  more  than  have  paid  for  its  construction. 

The  Committee  do  not  stand  alone  in  their  opinion  of  the  probable  benefits 
^arising  from  the  canal.  Its  importance,  the  necessity  of  making  it,  and  the  belief 
:that  its  revenue  would  in  a  few  years,  pay  the  principal  and  interest  of  the 
moneys  expended,  have  been  acknowledged  by  the  commissioners,  who  at  diffcr- 
ient  times,  under  the  direction  of  the  State,  have  examined  the  route  proposed. 

It  is  no  small  consideration  in  the  minds  of  the  Committee,  that  the  main  canal 
across  the  State  will  afford  opportunity  lor  other  canals,  branching  from  it  iu 
-various  directions,  and  extending  to  many  parts  of  the  State,  where  our  citizens 
-only  await  an  occasion  to  improve  their  means  of  transportation,  and  thereby 
add  to  the  wealth  and  resources  of  the  State. 

The  short  time  before  the  termination  of  the  present  sitting,  does  not  allow 
;the  Committee  to  add  more.  Holding  the  opinion  that  it  is  expedient  for  the 
P.State  to  construct  the  canal,  they  submit  herewith  a  bill  to  that  effect. 


Bv  order  of  the  Committee. 


JAMES  PARKER. 


Novembek  5,  1827. 


OF  THE 


eto  '  Jtrstj  Historical  Storidj. 


SECOND     SERIES. 

Vol.  I.  1869.  No.  4. 


Newahk,  Jfoy  2fM,  1869. 

The  Society  met  in  their  rooms,  according  to  the  By-Laws,  at  11:30 
A.  31.,  the  Hon.  Richard  S.  Field,  President,  in  the  Chair. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  by  the  Recording 
Secretary,  a  report  of  the  correspondence  since  January,  was  made  by 
the  Corresponding  Secretary,  who  laid  before  the  Society  letters  from 
Rev.  Dr.  R.  K.  Rodgers,  acknowledging  his  election  as  one  of  the  Vice- 
Presidents,  and  regretting  his  unavoidable  absence;  from  Messrs.  L.  F. 
Randolph,  Augustus  Pruyn,  Barton  F.  Thorn,  Daniel  Price,  Andrew 
Kirkpatrick,  George  Haskins  and  Francis  M.  Tichenor,  accepting  mem- 
bership; from  Historical  Societies  of  Maryland,  Maine,  Iowa,  Minnesota 
and  Georgia,  Smithsonian  Institution,  Numismatic  and  Antiquarian  So- 
ciety of  Philadelphia,  and  New  England  Historic  and  Genealogical 
Society,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  or  soliciting  the  publications  of 
the  Society;  from  Mr.  Wm.  Duane  of  Philadelphia,  transmitting  some 
specimens  of  early  New  Jersey  Currency;  from  Mr.  S.  H.  Coutts  of 
Perth  Amboy,  with  an  ancient  manuscript ;  and  from  Rev.  Joseph  T. 
Tiittlc,  D.  D  of  Indiana,  in  relation  to  his  paper  on  the  Early  History 
of  Morris  County,  and  regretting  his  inability  to  be  present 

The  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $554.27,  and 
made  a  verbal  statement  of  the  general  condition  of  the  finances.  At 
bis  suggestion  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee 
be  authorized,  as  a  committee,  to  make  such  arrangements  for  the  safe  keeping 
of  the  invested  funds  of  the  Society,  as  they  may  think  advisable,  and  to  make 
*ach  changes  in  the  character  of  the  securities  as  to  them  may  seem  best  for  the 
interest  of  the  Society. 
1 
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Messrs.  Martin  R.  Dennis  and  Peter  S.  Duryee,  were  appointed  to 
audit  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  prior  to  the  next  January  meeting 


The  Librarian  submitted  his  report  and  additions  to  the  Library  since 
the  last  meeting,  which  will  be  found  on  a  subsequent  page. 

Dr.  S.  H.  Pennington,  from  the  Executive  Committee,  stated  yer- 


4 

m  4  bally,  that  nothing  had  occurred  calling  for  a  report  from  the  Committee. 

MM 


No  action  had  been  taken  under  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  January 
meeting,  authorizing  co-operation  with  any  other  literary  institution  in 
II  the  erection  of  a  fire-proof  building. 

_  jgi| 

The  Committee  on  the  Library  submitted  the  following  Report : 

"  The  Society  has  already  been  made  aware,  through  the  Report  of 
the  Librarian,  of  the  increase  of  the  Library  since  the  last  meeting,  the 
only  additions  made  being  from  donations,  for  however  desirable  it  may 
be  to  secure  for  ourselves,  as  opportunities  offer,  every  work  illustrating 
our  history,  the  members  need  not  to  be  told  that  our  Treasury  is  not  in 
a  condition  to  warrant  the  procurement  of  books  by  purchase.  Bat 
charged  as  they  are  with  the  especial  duty  of  watching  over  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Library,  and  sensible  that  it  involves  no  little  responsibility, 
the  Committee  feel  impelled — as  we  have  no  Finance  Committee  upon 
whom  it  would  more  properly  devolve— to  call  the  attention  of  the  So- 


ciety to  this  want  of  pecuniary  resources.  It  is  always  an  unwelcome 
topic,  but  one  which  the.  welfare  of  the  Society,  and,  especially  the  due 
increase  of  its  Library,  require  should  be  presented  for  the  consideration 
of  those  from  whom  alone  relief  may  be  looked  for. 

"  It  is  through  its  Library  and  its  publications,  that  the  usefulness  of 
i  the  Society  is  mainly  demonstrated,  and  the  relations  of  the  two  are 

such  that  they  ought  to  be  mutually  beneficial,  the  materials  for  history 
in  the  Library  facilitating  the  issue  of  the  publications,  and  the  sale  ot 
the  publications  facilitating  the  acquisition  of  additional  materials; 
and  the  Committee,  with  a  view  to  the  advantages  that  will  accrue 
therefrom,  would  urge  upon  the  members  generally  the  propriety  of  se- 
curing for  their  own  use  copies  of  all  the  Society's  "  Collections,"  and 
"  Proceedings,"  the  large  amount  of  interesting  matter  relating  to  the 
history  of  the  State  which  they  contain  not  being  obtainable  elsewhere. 
Nor  is  the  supply  of  materials  for  further  volumes,  leading  to  the  more 
perfect  elucidation  of  that  history  exhausted.  Among  the  manuscript 
treasures  we  have  amassed,  there  arc  many  papers  of  great  value  which 
should  be  printed,  and  among  them  special  reference  may  be  made  to 
those  of  Ferdinand  John  Paris,  the  eminent  counsel  of  the  East  Jersey 
Proprietors  in  England,  that  were  generously  deposited  with  us  some 
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jears  ago  by  the  late  Miss  Rutherfurd.  Mr.  Paris  was  the  legal  adviser 
and  advocate  of  the  Proprietors  for  many  years  about  the  middle  of  the 
last  century,  and  being  a  man  of  great  method  the  papers  relating  to 
their  interests  were  preserved  by  him  with  the  utmost  care,  and  have 
come  into  our  possession  as  arranged  and  indexed  by  himself.  They 
comprise  originals  of  letters  received,  copies  of  letters  sent,  and  the 
official  records  and  documents  connected  with  the  different  questions 
which  so  long  agitated  the  province,  relating  to  the  boundary  lines  be- 
tween New  Jersey  and  New  York  and  between  East  and  West  Jersey, 
as  well  as  to  the  riots  and  commotions  in  Essex  County  growing  out  of 
the  asserted  fullness  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  lands.  The  collection  is 
of  that  character  that  it  may  be  safely  said  the  history  of  New  Jersey 
cannot  be  properly  written  without  consulting  it,  and  as  it  should  be 
the  aim  of  every  Historical  Society  to  place  such  original  materials  be- 
yond the  reach  of  accident,  and  render  them  as  accessible  as  possible,  s 
the  committee  would  respectfully  recommend  to  the  society  the  pro- 
priety of  authorizing  the  Committee  on  Publications  to  have  prepared 
for  publication  another  volume  of  "Collections,"  to  contain  the  papers 
of  Mr.  Paris,  with  such  notes  and  illustrative  matter  as  in  their  judg- 
ment will  conduce  to  its  value,  and  to  issue  the  same  as  soon  as  the 
condition  of  the  treasury  may  warrant  it. 

,;  During  the  winter,  the  Treasurer  having  made  it  convenient  to  be  in 
Jhe  rooms  several  hours  of  every  week-day,  an  opportunity  has  been 
offered  to  members  and  others,  desirous  of  using  the  Library,  to  do  so 
vithout  the  Society's  incurring  the  expense  of  an  attendant :  but  the 
Committee  feel  it  is  incumbent  on  them  to  reiterate  their  views  heretofore 
expressed,  as  to  the  necessity  for  the  appointment  of  an  assistant  to  the 
Librarian  at  the  earliest  practicable  period.  The  Library  would  derive 
aach  benefit  from  the  presence  of  such  an  officer,  and  the  members 
khoald  feel  sufficient  pride  in  the  institution  to  furnish  the  means  for 
U*  proper  compensation. 

"■  As  is  already  known  to  the  Society,  the  rent  of  the  rooms  and  other 
arci.lental  expenses  of  the  Library  have  been  borne  for  some  years  by  pri- 
nte  subscriptions  from  only  a  few  of  the  members,  and  consequently 
(be  sum  realized  has  never  been  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  the  Libra - 
n  Fund  was  intended  to  meet,  among  them  being  the  compensation  of 
k  regular  attendant.  Located  as  the  Library  was  in  Newark  by  the  votes 
tt  the  Newark  members,  they  should  feel  bound  to  prove  the  propriety 
elf  the  measure  by  fully  supporting  it,  now  that  it  is  here  and  attained 
to  a  magnitude  that  renders  it  not  only  creditable  to  the  Society,  but 
tJs©  a  feature  of  the  city,  of  which  as  citizens  they  should  be  proud. 
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The  Committee  ask  therefore  that  all  the   members  who  can  do  so  with- 
out inconvenience,  particularly  those  residing  in  Newark,  should  contri- 
bute to  this  fund,  for  one  or  more  years  as  they  may  deem  advisable. 
I    1,  Subscriptions  for  five  years  have  generally  been  sought,  but  those  for  a 

if  shorter  time  will  be  welcome. 

3!j;  "The  subscriptions  now  on  the  list  expire  as  follows  : 

M  "Expiring  in  1869,  $45;   expiring  April  1,  1870,  $345;    expiring 

||  April  1,  1873,  $160  ;  total,  $550. 

|  r  "As  the  rent  alone  amounts  to  $450,  it  will  be  seen  that,  if  entire  punc- 

||  tuality  is  observed  the  balance  left  for  other  expenses  is  very  small,  and 

that  with  next  April  most  of  the  subscriptions  will  cease." 

The  Committee  closed  by  urging  the  transmission  of  new  subscrip- 
f  I  tions  to  the  Treasurer,  and  the   extension  of  subscriptions  about  to 

expire. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  reported  favorably  on  the  names  of 
thirteen  gentlemen  reported  to  them,  and  they  were  duly  elected  mem- 
bers, and  new  nominations  were  received. 


■f 


H    *  Mr.  Whitehead,  in  furtherance  of  the  suggestions  of  the  Committee 

on  the  Library,  made  some  remarks  upon  the  interest  and  value  of  the 
':,■.  papers  of  Mr.  Paris,  and  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was 

adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Publications  be  authorized  and  requested  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  towards  the  publication  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible,  of 
another  volume  of  u  Collections,"  to  contain  the  papers  of  Ferdinand  John 
Paris,  now  in  possession  of  the  Society,  with  such  additional  illustrative  matter 
as  they  may  deem  necessary. 

Mr.  Vooriiees  of  Middlebush,  presented  in  behalf  of  the  Rev.  E.  T. 
Corwin,  his  historical  discourse  at  the  "  Centennial  Anniversary  of  the 
Reformed  Dutch  Churcji  at  Millstone"  in  18G6;  and  from  himself  a 
Manuscript  Diary  of  the  events  at  the  Siege  of  Gibralter,  from  February 
to  June,  1727 — a  beautiful  specimen  of  chirography,  but  of  the  author- 
ship of  which  he  was  ignorant,  it  having  been  in  his  possession  more 
than  thirty  years. 

Mr.  C.  C.  Haven  presented  in  behalf  of  Miss  Montgomery  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  sword  of  General  Win.  R.  Montgomery,  who  commanded 
the  First  New  Jersey  Regiment  in  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Whitehead  then  read  a  paper  on  "  Some  of  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  settlement  of  Elizabethtown,"  being  an  examination 
of  the  claims  of  those  who  asserted  the  superiority  of  the  Indian  over 
the  Proprietory  titles.     On  concluding, 
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On  reassembling,  the  Corresponding  Secretary  read  a  paper  by  the 
Rev.  JosEPn  F.  Tuttle,  D.  D.,  "On  the  Early  History  of  Morris  Co., 
New  Jersey." 

Mr.  Whitehead  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented 
to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Tuttle,  for  his  valuable  contribution  to  our  local  annals, 
aud  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  for  publication. 


Mr.  JosEPn  P.  Bradley — commenting  upon  a  portion  of  the  paper 
which  referred  subsequent  riots  and  disorders,  among  the  descendants 
of  the  Newark  settlers,  to  the  example  of  the  Elizabeth  town  people— 
pointed  out  what  he  conceived  to  be  different  in  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  settlement  of  the  two  places.  There  were  certainly  two 
sides  to  the  question,  and  he  argued  against  the  propriety  of  requiring 
the  Newark  settlers  to  patent  their  lands  purchased  from  the  Indians, 
and  read  the  affidavit  of  Robert  Treat,  (Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  118,)  detail- 
ing the  manner  in  which  that  purchase  was  made.  Although  some  of 
them  did  eventually  take  out  patents,  it  was  under  compulsion.  The 
grant  from  the  Indians  was  obtained  by  the  license  and  request  of  the 
proprietors,  and  was  entered  at  large  on  their  records. 

Mr.  Whitehead  in  reply,  remarked  briefly,  that  the  Indian,  deed  to 
the  Elizabeth  town  people  was  also  recorded,  and  that  he  conceived  the 
9ame  obligations  rested  upon  the  settlers  of  both  places,  both  having 
been  settled  under  the  "  Concessions"  of  Berkley  and  Carteret,  a  fact 
which  the  settlers  of  Newark  recognized  at  first  by  tendering  the  quit-rents 
due  under  that  instrument,  although  averse  to  taking  out  the  patents 
for  their  lands,  a  procedure  which  was  no  less  obligatory. 

Mr.  Bradley  rejoined,  that  the  settlers  of  Elizabeth  claimed  adverse 
to  the  proprietors,  whilst  those  of  Newark  professedly  claimed  under 
a  purchase  made  with  their  express  license  and  assent;  and  argued  that 
such  a  prolonged  contest  on  the  part  of  the  settlers  must  have  had 
some  plausible  foundation  to  rest  upon.  The  very  purpose  of  the  set- 
tlers of  Newark  was  to  found  a  town  and  colony,  over  which  they  could 
exercise  entire  control,  so  far  as  the  admission  of  new  members  was  con- 
cerned. Hence  they  must  have  understood  that  their  purchase  from  the 
Indians,  with  the  license  which  they  had,  gave  them  title  to  the  ter- 
ritory. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Kinney,  the  thanks  of  the  Society 
were  presented  to  Mr.  Whitehead  for  his  paper,  and  he  was  requested  to 
place  a  copy  at  the  disposal  of  the.  Committee  on  Publications. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess,  and  partook  of  a  collation  spread  in 
one  of  the  rooms. 


If 
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This  was  seconded  by  Col.  R.  S.  Swords,  with  some  complimentary 
remarks,  and  after  farther  comments  by  Rev.  Dr.  Maclean,  Messrs.  Hayes, 
Haven,  Whitehead,  Baldwin,  Jackson  and  Mills,  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Col.  Swords,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Committee  be  requested  to  make  arrangements, 
if  practicable,  for  holding  a  meeting  of  the  Society  in  New  Brunswick,  during 
the  month  of  September  next. 

Adjourned. 


|||  $esitat  fUmto. 


ELECTED  MAY  20,  18G9. 


Rev.  George  B.  Bacon.  Orange* 

James  Buchanan,  Trenton. 

James  B.  Coleman i  M.  D.,  Trenton. 

Rev.  E.  T.  Corwin,  Millstone. 

Rev.  Samuel  Sharp  Griffith,  Trenton. 

Edmund  L.  Joy,  Newark. 

Cortlandt  L,  Parker,  Newark. 

Lewis  V.  F.  Randolph,  Newark. 

Thomas  Sealy,  Neioark. 

Rev.  Richard  S.  Steele,  New  Brunsioick. 

H.  J.  Smith,  Trenton. 

Martin  Voorhees,  Princeton. 

Andrew  J.  Drake,  Neioark. 


! 
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LAID   BEFORE   THE    SOCIETY,    MAY    20,    1869. 

FROM  REV.  JOSEPH  F.  TUTTLE,  D.D. 

"WABAsn  College, 
Crawfordsville,  Indiana,  May,  18G9. 

W.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq.,  Cor.  Sec.  N.  J.  His.  So.     ■ 

My  Dear  Sir: — Permit  me  through  you  to  greet  the  members  of  the 
Society  of  which  it  was  once  my  privilege  to  be  a  member,  and  to  as- 
sure them  that  the  report  of  their  meetings  are  read  by  me  with  the 
most  lively  satisfaction.  As  members  of  this  Society  ours  has  been  a 
"work  of  faith  and  a  labor  of  love  n  that  cannot  be  fully  appreciated 
eicept  by  those  who  have  sought  to  rescue  from  swift  coming  forgetful- 
ness  the  facts,  the  names,  the  incidents  which  belong  to  local  history. 
Tbe  stock  market  has  no  quotations  by  which  to  determine  the  price  or 
the  value  of  this  labor,  which  pays  dividends  in  the  pleasure  caused  by 
an  unselfish  enthusiasm  in  pursuits  involving  large  expenditures  of  time, 
patience  and  strength — and  I  may  add  of  money  also — a  pleasure  which 
is  above  price  to  him  who  knows  its  worth. 

Let  me  ask  the  Society's  indulgence  in  making  a  few  statements, 
*  liich  are  in  a  sense  personal,  but  which  are  made  as  bearing  on  tbe 
general  designs  which  we  as  local  historians,  are  supposed  to  keep  be- 
fore our  minds.  When  I  began  my  pastorate  in  Rockaway,  in  Novem- 
ter,  1847,  many  very  aged  people  were  still  Jiving  there,  many  of  whom 
preserved  their  mental  powers  to  an  unusual  degree.  It  soon  became 
p  mc  a  pleasure,  often  indulged  in,  to  visit  these  venerable  representa- 
tives of  our  Revolutionary  period,  and  not  only  lead  them  to  talk  about 
*bat  they  remembered  so  well,  but  to  record  the  substance  of  their 
statements.  Some  of  the  pleasantest  hours  of  my  life  outside  the  pas- 
toral work,  were  spent  in  hearing  and  recording  these  reminiscences, 
Kjany  of  which  have  been  given  to  the  public  through  the  columns  of 
ihc  Newark  Daily  Advertiser,  and  other  newspapers. 

In  addition  to  this  it  was  my  wont  to  spend  an  occasional  day  o( 
y\<UTc  in  the  Library  of  your  Society,  and  among  the  old  records  in  the 
^tatc  Department  at  Trenton.  Now  and  then  a  visit  was  made  to  the 
rich  collections  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  the  old  Franklin 
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Library  in  Philadelphia  and  other  Libraries,  to  find  and  record  in  my 
scrap  book  facts  concerning  Morris  County  history.  Not  a  few  journeys 
have  I  made  to  get  hold  of  old  documents  in  the  keeping  of  gentlemen 
who  were  willing  to  give  them  up  to  one  who  valued  them.  The 
"  Erskine  Papers,"  which  were  deposited  in  your  Library  seven  years 
ago,  cost  me  a  ride  of  nearly  forty  miles  on  a  very  cold  day,  to  the  resi- 
dence of  the  late  Hon.  Jacob  M.  Ryerson  of  Ringwood.  Many  fruitless 
journeys  have  been  made  to  garrets  in  Morris  County,  in  the  hope  of 
finding  some  precious  old  papers.  In  several  instances  my  vexation  has 
been  extreme,  to  find  that  either  not  long  before  my  visit  a  wagon  load 
of  old  papers  belonging  to  some  Revolutionary  official  had  gone  to  the 
paper  mill,  or  been  consigned  to  the  flames,  by  some  tidy  housewife  who 

»;|  .  was  afraid  the  mice  might  find  a  harbor  among  them  !    For  instance  in 

':; ;|  one  of  my  expeditions  I  found  that  large  bundles  of  letters,  accounts, 

|j  receipts,  and  other  documents  of  Mr   Joseph  Lewis,  'of  Baskenridge, 

j|  who  was  a  Deputy  of  Quarter-Master  General  Furman,  had  been  regard- 

;  !jj  cd  as  a  nuisance  by  an  over  nice  lady  and  banished  to  a  corner  of  the 

3  barn,  where  they  were  soon  destroyed.     In  another  case,  the  most  of  the 

papers  pertaining  to  the  management  of  Lord  Stirling's  Furnace  had 

:j  been  consigned  to  destruction,  because  the  mice  loved  them  more  than 

'|  their  truly  estimable  and  intelligent  owners  did.      In  still  another  case 

;:!;*!,  a  quantity  of  papers  and  books  of  the   same  sort  had  been  sent  to  the 

paper  mill  which,  more  savage  than  the  foolish  monks  of  the  dark  age?, 
is  not  content  merely  to  partially  erase  the  old  words,  leaving  the 
palimpsest,  but  reduces  the  most  valuable  records  to  a  hopeless  pulp*  In 
this  way  irreparable  damage  has  been  done  to  our  local  history.  But 
some  documents  and  facts  were  rescued,  and  from  old  garrets,  old 
books,  old  newspapers,  old  deeds,  old  wills  and  old  people,  I  have  col- 
lected many  facts  which  for  the  present  are  buried  in  several  manuscript 
volumes,  in  such  thorough  confusion  as  to  resemble  the  land  of  which 
the  patriarch  speaks,  "  a  land  of  darkness  without  any  order,  and  when 
the  light  is  as  darkness." 

And  yet  these  new  books  full  of  old  things  are  very  pleasant  to  ttm. 
Often  for  the  sheer  pleasure  of  it  I  take  them  down  and  thumb  their 
leaves  and  enjoy  the  incidents  they  seek  to  perpetuate.  Let  mc  add 
that  if  my  own  intentions  are  not  changed,  these  books  of  Morris 
County  and  Jersey  scraps  will  find  their  way  [at  some  future  time  info 
your  Library. 

This  egotism  would  hardly  be  sulferable  but  for  the  good  design  «»f  ii. 
to  provoke,  especially  your  younger  members,  to  constitute  theinselvo 
i  nto  a  vigilance  committee  to  find  and  preserve  in  good  shape,  docu- 
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ments,  newspapers,  pamphlets,  letters,  books,  deeds,  wills,  traditions 
written  and  unwritten,  and  to  consign  thein  to  the  care  of  that  tire-proof 
building  which  the  enterprising  men  of  New  Jersey  are  to  bnild  for  • 
jour  Library  and  Rooms. 

Very  truly  yours, 

JOSEPH  F.  TTJTTLE. 


ANNOUNCED  MAY  20,  1869. 

From  the  Georgia  Historical  <&>cw?ty--Historical  sketch  of  Tomo  Chi  Chi, 
Mico  of  the  Mimocraws.     By  Charles  C.  Jones.     1868. 

From  th*  Maine  Historical  Society — Collections  of  the  Maine  Historical 
Society.    Second  series.    Documentary  History.    Discovery. 

From  the  Minnesota  Historical  Society — Annual  Report  of  the  Society  for 
the  year  1868. 

From  the  Essex  Historical  Institute— CoWcctions  of  the  Institute.  Second 
Series.  Part  2.  Vol.  1  ;  and  Bulletin  of  the  Essex  Historical  Institute, 
No.  1.    1869. 

From  the  New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Society — New  England  His- 
torical and  Genealogical  Register,  No.  2.    Vol.  XXIII. 

From  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society— Memorial  to  Congress  on  Water 
Communication  between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Lakes.  Prepared 
under  direction  of  Lucius  Fairchild,  Governor  of  Wisconsin . 

From  the  Iowa  Historical  Sockty — Annals  of  Iowa.     January,  1869. 

From  Mrs.  E.  0.  Smith— United  States  Magazine.     1854,  1855.     Edited 

by  Seba  Smith  and  Family.     Two  vols. 

Way  Down  East,  or  Portraitures  of  Yankee  Life.     By  Seba  Smith. 

My  Thirty  Years  out  of  the  Senate.    By  Major  Jack  Downing. 

New  Elements  of  Geometry.     By  Seba  Smith. 

Miscellaneous  Notices  from  Newspapers  concerning  Mr.  Smith's 
Torks,  with  an  Engraved  Portrait  of  the  original  Jack  Downing.  (Seba 
Smith.) 

FromH.  H.  Bowne—  History  of  the  Iusurrection  in  the  Four  Western 
Counties  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  year  1794.  By  Win.  Findlcy.  Mem- 
ber of  IT.  R.  of  U.  S.  A. 

The  National  Calendar,  and  annuls. of  the  United  States  for  18*24. 
Vol.  V.     By  Peter  Force. 
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A  Short  Typographical  Description  of  his  Majesty's  Province  of 
Upper  Canada  in  North  America;  a  Provincial  Gazeteer  annexed. 
By  Wm.  Smythe,  Esq. 

Observations  in  the  North :  Eight  Months  in  Prison  and  on  Parole. 
By  Edward  A.  Pollard.     Richmond,  1865. 

The  Freeman's  Journal  and  Philadelphia  Daily  Mercantile  Adver- 
tiser, from  Sept.  1,  1825  to  August  31,  1826— bound. 

Maps  to  Marshall's  Life  of  "Washinton. 

From  Rev.  J.  F.  Turtle,  D.  D. — The  Colonial  History  of  Vincennes,  un- 
der the  French,  British  and  American  Governments;  by  Hon.  John 
Law ;  read  before  the  Vincennes  Historical  and  Antiquarian  Society, 
Feb.  22d,  1839,  with  additional  Notes  and  Illustrations.     1858. 

From  Eon.  Wm.  H.  Tuthill— Notice  of,  and  Addresses  at  'the  Tuthill 
Family  Gathering  held  at  New  Suffolk,  L.  L,  August  28,  1867. 

From  M.  B.  Scott— Antiquity  of  the  .name  of  Scott,  by  Martin  B.  Scott; 
read  before  the  Western  Reserve  Historical  Society. 

From  James  S.  Gamble — An  Account  of  the  Weather  and  Diseases  of 
South  Carolina.  By  Lionel  Chambers,  M.  D.,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  2 
Vols.     1776. 

From  Hon.  F.  T.  Frelinghuysen — Smithsonian  Report  for  1867. 

From  Martin  R.  Dennis—  Geology  of  New  Jersey,  with  Maps.  By  au- 
thority of  the  Legislature.     G.  H.  Cook,  State  Geologist.     1868. 

From  David  Ripley — Third  and  Fourth  Annual  Reports  of  the  New 
Jersey  State  Reform  School  for  Juvenile  Offenders.     1867-1868. 

From  Rev.  John  Hall,  D.  D.—  The  First  Number  of  the  "Federalist," 
Trenton,  July  9,  1798  ;  and  "  Supplement  "  to  the  same 

"  The  Federalist  Extraordinary."     July  25,  1798. 

The  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  Almanac  for  1795.  The  Astro- 
nomical Calculations  by  Benjamin  Barmiker,  an  African  59  years  nl 
age,  born  in  Baltimore  ;  father  an  African. 

Public  Good,  being  an  examination  of  the  claims  of  Virginia  to  the 
vacant  Western  Territory.     Philadelphia.     1780. 

Letter  to  the  Abbe  Raynal  on  the  affairs  of  North  America.  Phila- 
delphia. 1782.  By  Tho.  Paine,  M.  A.  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The  Abbe  Raynals'  "  Revolution  of  America. "  Second  Edition 
1782. 

Trial  of  Dr.  Wm.  Little  for  assault  and  Battery  on  his  Lawful  Wile. 
Mrs.  Jane  Little,  a  Black  Lady.    N.  Y.     1809. 
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On  the  Nature  and  Reasonableness  of  Fasting.  A  Discourse  by 
Vice  President  Sam.  Stanhope  Smith,  at  Princeton,  Jan.  6,  1795. 

A  Discourse  on  the  Subjects  of  National  Gratitude;  Sam.  8.  Smith, 
D.  D.    Feb.  19,  1795.    Copyright  secured. 


' 
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A  Few  Remarks  on  the  Present  and  Past  State  of  Religion  in  the 
United  States.     1803. 

A  Friendly  Reply  to  "  A  Few  Remarks,"  by  John  Ffrith,  a  brother 
by  Gospel  Ties.     1803. 

Laws  and  Regulations  of  the  Trenton  Library  Company,  with  Cata- 
logue. -1798. 

Five  Letters  addressed  to  the  Yeomanry  of  the  United  States,  con- 
taining some  observations  on  the  dangerous  schemes  of  Gov.  Duer  and 
Jlr.  Secretary  Hamilton,  to  establish  National  Manufactories.  By  a 
Farmer.    Philadelphia,  1792. 

Eulogium  on  the  Character  of  General  Washington,  late  P.  U,  S., 
before  the  Pennsylvania  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  Feb.  22,  1800.  By 
Major  Win.  Jackson,  Aid-dc-Camp  to  the  P.  U.  S.,  and  Secretary 
General  of  the  Cincinnati. 

Oration  on  the  Sublime  Virtues  of  Gen.  Geo.  Washington,  pro- 
nounced at  the  Old  South  Meeting  House  in  Boston,  Feb.  8,  1800. 
By  Fisher  Ames. 

An  Eulogium  on  the  Character  of  Gen.  Geo.  Washington,  late  P. 
U.  S.,  delivered  at  Bridgetown,  Cumberland  Co.,  N.  J.,  January,  30, 
1800.    By  Jonathan  Elmer,  M.  D. 

From  Asher  Taylor — Notes  of  Conversations  with  a  Volunteer  Officer  in 
theU.  S.  Navy,  on  the  passage  of  the  Forts  below  New  Orleans,  April 
24, 1862,  and  other  points  of  Service  on  the  Mississippi  during  that 
year.    For  private  circulation.  1868. 

Recollections  of  the  Early  Days  of  the  National  Guard,  comprising 
the  Prominent  Events  in  the  History  of  the  Famous  Seventh  Regi- 
ment, N.  Y.  Militia.     By  an  Ex-Orderly  Sergeant.     1868. 

From  Albert  II.  lloyt—  Samual  Burham's  Memoir  of  John  Albion  An- 
drews, Late  President  N.  E.  Hist.  Gen.  Society.  Andrew  M.  Haines' 
Original  Papers  relating  to  Samuel  Haines  and  his  descendants. 

From  Thomas  T.  Kinney,  Esq.— An  Address  of  Henry  Bcrgh,  Esq.,  19th 
of  Sept.,  18G7,  before  the  Putnam  Agricultural  Society. 

Our  Form  of  Government  and  the  Problems  of  the  Future.  By  A. 
E.  Kraeger. 

Notes  on  Polytechnic  or  Scientific  Schools,  in  the  United  States  ; 
their  Nature,  Position,  Aims  and  Wants.     By  Edward  Warren,  C.  E. 
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A  Review  of  the  Mining,  Agricultural,  and  Commercial  Interests  of 
the  Pacific  States  for  the  year  1866.    Compiled  by  John  H.  Carmany. 

The  Resources  of  Missouri.    By  Sylvester  Waterhousc.    1867. 

Kansas,  and  Country  beyond,  on  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  Bail- 
way,  Eastern  Division,  from  the  Missouri  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  By 
Josiah  Copley,  with  a  Map.     1867. 

The  Silver  Mines  of  Nevada.    1865.    With  a  map  by  E.  W.  Perry. 

Register  of  Commissioned  Officers  of  the  New  Jersey  Volunteers  io 

the  service  of  the  United  States.    Ad.  Gen.  Office,  Trenton,  July  1, 

il  1863. 

|U  Roll  of  Honor.     Names  of  Soldiers  who  died  in  Defence  of  the 

x\merican  Uniou,  interred  in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and 

Sill  other  States,  Utah  Territory,  and  on  the  Pacific  Coast.     Gov.  Print. 

Washington,  1806-1867.     3  volumes. 

A  List  of  the  Union  Soldiers  buried  at  Andcrsonville,  copied  from 
the  original  record  in  the  Surgeon's  Office  at  Andersonville. 

The  Nassau  Quarterly.  Vol.  1,  No.  3.  March,  1865.  30  Maga- 
zines, &c. 

From  Cap.  E.  J.  Drake— Carey's  Bayonet  Exercise  and  Skirmisher's 
Drill.  Richmond  Printed.  Found  at  Newbern,  N.  C.  A  Cartridge 
Box,  taken  from  the  body  of  a  rebel  soldier  at  Newbern,  N..  C,  March 
14,  1862,  and  a  Confederate  Envelope  for  Letters.  The  sword  of  a 
rebel  officer,  which,  after  breaking  it  himself,  he  gave  to  Capt.  Drake 
of  9th  N.  J.  Volunteers,  at  Roanoke  Island,  Feb.  8,  1862. 
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The  student  of  our  Provincial  and  Colonial  history  meets  at  every 
stage  of  his  researches  with  indications,  more  or  less  distinct,  of  the 
existence  of  an  active  and  influential  party,  varying  in  power  at  different 
periods,  but  at  all  times  arranged  in  opposition  to  the  interest  of  the 
Proprietors  who  held  under  grants  from  the  Crown  of  England,  at  first, 
both  the  government  and  the  soil,  and  subsequently  the  soil  only. 

From  the  settlement  of  Elizabethtown,  in  1665,  down  to  the  war 
which  separated  the  Colonies  from  Great  Britain,  this  party  is  seen, 
sometimes  controlling,  always  shaping  or  modifying  public  measures 
and  exercising  a  potent  influence  over  the  social  relations  of  the  people, 
particularly  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Province  ;  aud  it  is  somewhat 
remarkable  that  such  an  ever  present  element  in  our  early  history,  mer- 
iting especial  notice,  should  not  have  received  long  ago,  at  the  hands  of 
some  one  of  our  associates,  a  thorough  examination. 

With  no  intention  of  attempting  to  supercede  any  such  extended  and 
critical  review,  I  shall  aim  in  this  paper  at  a  simple  presentation  of  the 
circumstances  leading  to  the  formation  of  this  party,  with  the  view  of 
arriving,  if  possible,  at  some  sound  conclusion  as  to  its  character,  aims 
and  effects. 

I  am  prompted  to  do  this  by  the  fact  that  a  recent  contributor  to  our 
local  annals,  in  a  work  deserving  high  commendation  for  many  of  its 
features,*  lias  stated  in  his  preface  that  he  was  "  constrained  to  differ 
*  *  in  respect  to  the  merits  of  the  conflict  between  the  Proprietors 
and  the  people,"  from  the  views  expressed  in  the  "  History  of  East  Jer- 
sey under  the  Proprietory  Governments" — which  the  Society,  more  than 
twenty  years  ago,  honored  me  by  publishing  as  the  first  volume  of  their 
"Collections."  Considering  it  due  to  the  Society  to  correct  any  erro- 
aeous  impressions  that  volume  may  have  conveyed,  I  have  carefully  re- 

*  History  of  Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  including:  the  Early  History  of  Union 
County,  by  Rev.  Edwin  F.  Hatfield,  D.D. 
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viewed  the  grounds  then  taken,  and  would  now  present  my  reasons  for 
continuing  to  hold  unchanged  the  position  assumed  therein.    Let  me 
:|  ;'  1  ^  \  ,.  therefore  ask  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  a  brief  exposition  of  the 

T>  j  -    j  •••:,'    ,  events  out  of  which  this  **  conflict "  grew,  as  they  are  now  susceptible  of 

{11^^;  elucidation  from  records  and  traditions;  premising,  that  during  the  last 

ffl*Sr  5?  hundred  years  very  little  original  matter  has  been  added  to  the  stores  of 

I'f  •-'•;'  the  historian,  whence  to  derive  any  new  facts  or  illustrations;  almost 

Im  '*  *f'-  —  *-':-  every  important  circumstance  on  both  sides  having  been  narrated  in 

that  remarkable  Bill  in  Chancery  drawn  in  1746  by  James  Alexander,  of 
New  Jersey,  and  Joseph  Murray,  of  New  York  ;  or  in  the  answer  there- 
to, emanating  from  William  Livingston,  of  New  Jersey,  and  William 
Smith,  Jr.,  of  New  York  ;  to  both  of  which  all  writers  -on  our  history 
fljr  ;   «  *  are  more  or  less  indebted.    Both  the  Bill  and  answer,  however,  call  fur 

fal :  )  considerable  study,  to  relieve  the  truths  they  embody  from  the  obscurity 

r; .  r  thrown  around  them  by  legal  technicalities,  or  the  peculiar  presentatioa 

of  facts  which  the  skillful  management  of  the  suit  rendered  necessary  or 


I     '  advisable. 


The  circumstances  leading  to  the  separation  of  New  Jersey  from 
New  York  are  so  well  known  as  to  call  for  no  extended  recital.  James, 
Duke  of  York,  having  received  from  his  brother  Charles,  on  tbe 
12th  March,  1664,  a  grant  for  all  the  lands  lying  between  the  Connecti- 
cut River  and  Delaware  Bay,  despatched  two  armed  vessels  in  April  of 
that  year  to  eject  the  Dutch  then  in  possession  at  New  Amsterdam.  Colo- 
nel Richard  Ni colls,  in  charge  of  the  expedition,  was  authorized  to  as- 
sume the  government  of  the  Tract  when  conquered ;  and  so  confident 
was  the  Duke  of  a  favorable  result,  that  while  Nicolls  was  yet  at  sea,  oa 
the  23d  and  24th  of  June,  by  deeds  of  lease  and  release,  he  transferred 
to  Lords  Berkley  and  Carteret  that  portion  of  his  extensive  domain  no* 
known  as  New  Jersey.  It  seems  that  Nicolls  was  not  formally  notified 
of  this  fact  until  November  28th,*  and  two  or  three  weeks  more  proba- 
bly elapsed  before  the  information  reached  him  t  In  the  meanwhile,  ia 
consequence  of  an  application  made  on  September  25th  by  John  Bailer, 
Daniel  Denton,  Thomas  Benny  dick,  Nathaniel  Denton,  John  Foster 
and  Luke  Watson,  of  Jamaica,  Long  Island,  he  on  the  30th  of  the  same 
month  granted  to  them,  according  to  their  request,  "  liberty  to  purchase 
"  and  settle  a  parcel  of  land  to  improve  their  labor  upon,  on  tlie4rirer 
"  called  Arthur  Cull  Bay."  This  purchase  was  made  on  the  2$ih 
October,  a  deed  being  obtained  from  the  three  Sagamores  (one  onlj, 
however,  signing  the  instrument),  conveying  to  Bailey,  Denton  and  Wat- 

*  Grants  and  Concessions,  p.  21.  f  N.  Y.  Col.  Oocts.  iii,  p.  105. 
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«on  '*  their  Associates,  their  Heirs,  and  Executors,"  the  tract  between 

iheRaritan  and  the  first  river  setting  westward  out  of  Arthur  Cull  Bay, 

■* running  westward  into  the  country,  twice  the  length  that  it  is  broad," 

the  grantors  stipulating  "  to  keep  them  in  the  Enjoyment  of  the  said 

"Lands from  all  Expulsion  and  Incumbrances  whatsoever  may  arise,  of  % 

*  the  said  Lands,  by  any  Person  or  Persons,  by  any  Reason  of  any  Title  had  | . 

*  or  grown  (given  ?)  oefore  the  Bate  of  these  Presents;"  a  guarantee,  referring 
probably  to  a  prior  deed  given  by  the  same  Indian  thirteen  years 
previously,  to  another  party  for  the  same  tract,  raising  at  the  out- 
set a  question  of  title,  which,  whatever  of  interest  it  may  have  in  itself, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  in  this  connection.* 

On  the  2d  December  Gov.  Nicolls,  granted  to  Bailey  and  Watson, 
(two  of  the  purchasers  of  this  Indian  title)  John  Baker  and  John  Ogden,      * 
his  deed  of  confirmation  or  Patent.    "  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said 


•  Elizabethtown  Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  5— Answer  p.  8.     Letter  from  a  Gentle- 
man of  New  Brunswick,  p.  2,  &c.    E.  J.  Records  B,  181. 
t  Elizabethtown  Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  36. 
3 


"Lands  and  appurtenances  to  the  sd  Capt.  John  Baker,  John  Ogden,  John 
"Bailey  and  Luke  Watson  and  their  Associates,  their  heirs  Exec",  ad- 
"min™  and  assigns  forever.  Rendering  and  paying  yearly  iinto  his 
"*  Royal  Highness  The  Duke  of  YorTce  or  his  assigns,  a  certain  Rent  according 
"  To  the  customary  Rate  of  ye  Country  for  New  Plantations,  and  Doing  and 
*p' forming  such  acts  and  Things  as  shall  be  appointed  by  his  said  Royal 
"  Highness  or  his  Deputy  "i  d'C 

The  Lords  Proprietors  do  not  appear  to  have  taken  any  active  meas- 
ures for  the  occupancy  of  their  province  for  some  months,  waiting,  prob- 
ably, for  certain  intelligence  of  the  success  of  the  expedition  under 
Nicolls,  and  other  .advices,  but  on  the  10th  February,  1665,  they  ap- 
pointed Philip  Carteret  their  Governor,  and  on  the  same  day  issued  their 
*>called  "Concessions  and  Agreements,"  regulating  the  manner  in 
which  the  territory  should  be  settled;  the  provisions  more  particularly 
affecting  the  matters  under  review  being  in  substance  as  follows  : 

All  the  lands  were  to  be  taken  up  by  warrant  from  the  Governor, 
were  to  be  surveyed  by  the  Surveyor  General,  and  patented  by  the  Gov- 
enor  and  Council. — No  quit-rents  were  payable  until  the  25th  March 
1670,  and  thereafter  annually,  a  "half  penny  of  lawful  money  of  Eng- 
"  land  for  every  of  the  said  acres"  was  to  be  paid  to  the  proprietors. 

Early  in  August,  1665,  Governor  Carteret  arrived  in  the  waters  of 
"Aurthur  Cull  Bay"  and  found  on  its  borders  the  pioneers  of  the 
Jamaica  emigrants,  numbering,  according  to  the  most  reliable  statements, 
aotmore  than  four  families,  constituting  the  nucleus  of  the  future  Eliza- 
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bethtown.    And  thus  were  the  representatives  of  two  parties,  whose 
j  conflicting  interests  were  to  disturb  for  a  century  the  harmony  that  might 

otherwise  have  prevailed,  brought  for  the  first  time  in  contact,  but  not 
in  collision ;  the  differences  were  an  after  growth.*  Let  some  consider*- 
ation  be  now  given  to  the  character  of  their  respective  titles  to  the  soil. 
To  understand  aright  the  events  of  any  historical  period— -to  appre- 
ciate fully  the  relations  existing  between  the  Governors  and  the  gov- 
erned, and  their  respective  rights  and  obligations,  it  is  certainly  advis- 
able to  realize  as  clearly  as  possible  the  peculiarities  of  the  time  as  de- 
veloped in  the  prevailing  principles  of  law  and  government  and  the 
social  condition  of  the  people.  The  more  perfect  that  realization,  the 
more  readily  will  the  true  position  of  affairs  be  perceived.  These 
would  seem  to  be  axioms  scarcely  needing  to  be  stated,  but  to  a  disre- 
gard of  them  may  be  mainly  attributed  the  different  opinions  that  hare 
been  entertained  respecting  the  circumstances  we  are  considering.  To 
canvass  the  acts  of  individuals  or  nations  in  1664,  by  the  light  which 
more  than  two  hundred  years  of  human  progress  has  thrown  upon  in- 
tricate questions  of  moral  and  social  science,  is  as  judicious,  as  will  I* 
the  attempt  of  the  historian  two  hundred  years  hence  to  reconcile  the 
state  of  things  which  we  may  safely  conclude  will  then  have  resulted  from 
progressive  civilization,  with  that  existing  not  long  since  throughout  i 
large  portion  of  our  country,  from  the  legal  slavery  that  then  prevailed 
But  such  has  been  the  course  of  writers  upon  this  subject.  The  doing* 
of  the  seventeenth  century  have  been  judged  by  the  maxims  of  the 
nineteenth. 

"It  is  a  fundamental  principle  of  English  Law,"  says  ,Kent,f  " de 
"rived  from  the  maxims  of  the  feudal  tenures,  that  the  King  was  the 
"  original  proprietor,  or  Lord  paramount  of  all  the  land  in  the  kingdom: 
"  and  the  true  and  only  source  of  title,"  and  not  only  England,  but  all 
the  European  nations  that  established  colonies  in  America,  acting  upon 
this  principle,  in  conjunction  with  the  dogma  that  discovery  conferred 
the  right  to  govern,  assumed  the  position  that  every  government  within 
the  limits  of  its  discoveries  reserved  to  itself  the  exclusive  right  to 

*  The  harmony  that  prevailed  at  first,  is  attributed  by  Dr.  Hatfield,  (Hist,  of 
Elizabeth,  pp.  44, 50)  to  an  entire  relinquishment  by  Carteret  of  the  claims  of  tho?* 
lie  represented,  but  of  which  relinquishment  there  is  no  evidence  other  than  thr 
exparte  statements  in  the  "  Answer"  to  the  Bill  in  Chancery.  In  that  document, 
of  course,  everything  is  denied  that  can  possibly  favor  the  case  of  the  Proprietors, 
even  to  the  origin  of  the  name  of  the  Town,  which  Dr.  H.  concedes  to  hau 
been  probably  christened  after  Lady  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Sir  George  Carteret, 
but  which  the  descendants  of  the  settlers  very  indignantly  deny,  (Answer,  p.  2i»i 
claiming  that  the  place  was  named  in  "memory  of  the  renowned  Queen  Eliza- 
beth." 
t  Commentaries,  Vol.  I,  pp.  376,  377. 
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jrant  a  title  to  the  soil,  subject  only  to  the  Indian's  "  right  of  occu- 
pancy;" and  all  persons  were  precluded  from  acquiring  even  that  right 
from  the  natives,  except  by  permission  first  obtained  from  its  recognized 
agents  or  authorities.*  Even  at  the  present  day  and  in  our  own  land 
"the presumption  is,"  says  Judge  Kent,  "that  the  Indians  are  to  be 
"considered  merely  as  occupants"  *  *  and  *  *  "  deemed  incu- 
lpable of  transferring  the  absolute  title  to  any  otlier  than  the  Sovereign 
"■of  the. country." 

Such  being  the  principles  of  law— such  being  the  modes  of  procedure 
recognized  as  sound  and  universally  prevalent  in  1664,  what  was  the 
coarse  pursued  under  them  by  the  emigrants  from  Long  Island  ?  Did 
Uicy  conform  to  them  ?  They  did.  Not  for  a  moment  did  they  question 
the  supreme  authority  of  the  grantee  of  the  Crown  over  the  land  they 
desired  to  possess,  but  addressed  their  "  humble  petition"  to  his  repre  • 
tentative  to  be  allowed  to  purchase  the  Indian  title  thereto ;  and  having 
obtained  it,  instead  of  being  satisfied  therewith,  sitting  down  each 
" under  his  vine  and  under  his  fig  tree,  with  none. to  make  him  afraid," 
they  acknowledged  the  yet  defectiveness  of  their  title,  and  the  necessity 
for  further  and  ampler  powers  than  were  couferred  by  the  acquisition 
of  the  Indian's  simple  right  of  occupancy,  by  their  application  for  a 
confirmation  of  their  purchase  and  by  their  submission  to  the  condi- 
tions upon  which  alone  they  might  fully  enjoy  the  privileges  they 
•ought.  And  what  were  those  conditions?  The  Patent  very  clearly 
jpecities  them  as  consisting  in  "  rendering  and  paying  yearly  unto  his 
■  Hoyal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  or  his  assigns  for  ever,  a  certain 
"  Rent,  according  to  the  customary  rate  of  the  country  for  new  planta- 
-  tious,  and  doing  and  performing  such  acts  and  things  as  shall  be  appointed 
uby  his  said  Royal  Highness  or  his  Deputy." 

It  was  very  soon  contended  on  strictly  legal  grounds  that,  the  acts  of 
Nicolls  affecting  New  Jersey,  being  subsequent  to  the  transfer  to  Berkley 
ind  Carteret,  were  null  and  void,  and  the  specific  question  some  years 
Uteri  being  submitted  to  eight  distinguished  lawyers,  (among  them 
l«dng  Holt,  afterward  Chief  Justice,  Wm.  Williams,  afterward  Solic- 
itor General,  John  Hollis,  aud  one  of  the  Pollixfens)  "  whether  the  grants 
"ciadeby  Col.  Mcolls,  are  good  against  the  assigness  of  the  Lord  Berkley 

aud  Sir  George  Carteret,"  they  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  ll  the  author - 
"ity  by  which  Col.  Nicolls  acted,  determined  by  the  Duke's  grant  to  the 
'Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  and  all  grants  made  by  him 


■ 


*  Kent  I,  p.  257,  379.     Story,  pp.  6,  7. 

♦  A  copy  in  the  N.  York,  Hist.  Soc.  Library,  Boundary  Papers,  Vol.  1.  gfoa  L680 
u  the  date. 


160  A   REVIEW   OP   SOME   OF   THE   CIRCUMSTANCES   CONNECTED 

"  afterwards  (tho'  according  to  the  Commission)  are  void  ;  for  the  dele- 
"  gated  Power  which  Col.  Nicolls  had,  of  making  Grants  of  the  Lands, 
"could  last  no  longer  than  his  Master's  Interest,  who  gave  him  that 
u  Power ;  and  the  having  or  not  having  Notice  of  the  Duke's  Grant 
"  to  the  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  makes  no  difference  in 
"  the  Law,  but  the  waut  of  Notice  makes  it  great  equity,  that  the  pier 
"  ent  Proprietors  should  confirm  such  Grants  to  the  people  wJlo  will  submit 
"  to  the  Concessions  and  Payment  of  the  present  Proprietors  common  Quilt 
"  Rents;  otherwise  they  may  look  upon  them  as  Dis-seisors,  and  treat 
"  them  as  such."*  Now  this  equitable  right  was  always  acknowledged. 
No  attempt  was  ever  made  to  set  aside  the  Indian  grant  of  occupancy. 
It  was  ever  alluded  to  by  Carteret  as  a  "lawful  purchase,"  but  thatbj 
no  means  interfered  with  the  right  of  the  Proprietors  to  the  stipulated 
customary  rent  referred  to  in  the  legal  opinion  just  cited,  or  to  the  ob- 
servance of  such  regulations  as  might  be  prescribed  by  those  to  whom 
the  powers  of  the  Duke  of  York  -were  delegated. 

It  was  certainly  the  intention  of  the  Duke  of  York  to  place  Berkley 
and  Carteret  in  possession  of  the  tract  conveyed  by  him  untramineled 
by  any  restrictions  or  incumbrances  whatever,  "in  as  full  and  ample  % 
manner"  as  he  had'  received  it  from  the  King,  and  so;  by  confirmation 
after  confinnatian  was  the  fact  sought  to  be  established  that  they  were, 
using  the  language  of  Charles  himself,  "  absolute  Proprietors"  of  the 
province.!  But,  notwithstanding  that  this  appears  to  be  so  definitely 
affirmed,  I  conceive  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  establish  the  invalidity  of 
Nicolls'  grants  in  order  to  prove  the  erroneous  jjosition  taken  (not  at 
first,  but  subsequently)  by  those  claiming  through  him.  Allowing  his 
authority  to  be  unquestionable,  what  were  the  conditions  of  his  Patent  I 
In  the  first  place  "  the  customary  rate  of  the  country  "  was  to  be  paid 
yearly  to  the  Duke  "  Dr  his  assigns."  Is  there  any  doubt  as  to  who 
were  "  his  assigns  "  in  New  Jersey  ?  Is  there  any  allegation  that  the 
"  half  penny  per  acre  *'  j>rescribcd  as  the  rent  by  those  "assigns"  ex- 
ceeded the  customary  rate  ?  I  have  not  met  with  any  such.]:  And  what 
were  the  "  acts  and  things  to  be  done  and  performed  "  according  to  the 


*  Elizabethtown  Bill,  p.  41. 

f  Grants  and  Concessions,  pp.  31  and  39,  <fcc. 

%  The  fact  is,  there  was  no  one  customary  rate.  Some  of  Nicolls'  patent* 
call  for  "a  Lamb,"  or  "  a  Barrel  of  Cod  Fish."  (Bill  15)  and  some  were  free, 
but  we  find  "bushels  of  winter  wheat"  for  tracts  of  80  acres,  which  at  5s.  i 
bushel  was  equal  to  three-fourths  of  a  penny  per  acre.  In  Dongan's  time  the 
early  patents  were  "called  in,"  and  new  ones  issued  at  higher  rates,  (N.  T. 
Col.  Docts.  iii.,  p.  401,  412)  and  in  1688  Andros  was  limited  to  2s.  6d.  per  100 
acres,  which  was  more  than  Kd.  per  acre.    (N.  Y.  Col.  Docts.  iv.,  p.  302.) 
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•ppoiutment  of  the  Duke  "  or  his  Deputy,"  but  thoss  prescribed  in 
the  Concessions?  No  rent  was  ever  paid  to  the  Duke  personally, 
no  requisition  from  him,  as  to  "  acts  and  things  to  be  done  and 
performed"  was  ever  received  or  heeded,  the  parties  therefore,  to 
whom  both  obligations  were  due,  were  beyond  , question  Berkley 
and  Carteret,  who  were  clothed  with  all  the  rights  and  author- 
ity the  Duke  himself  possessed;  and  so  the  Duke  asserted  when, 
in  reference  to  those  who  subsequently  set  up  the  claims  of  the  Jamaica 
emigrants,  he  wrote  to  his  Governor  of  New  York:  "  I  would  have  you 
"take  notice  yourself,  and  when  occasion  offers,  make  known  to  the  said 
"persons  and  to  all  others,  if  any  be  pretending  from  them,  that  my 
u  instruction  is  not  at  all  to  countenance  their  said  pretentions  nor  any 
"other  of  that  kind,  tending  to  derogate  in  the  least  from  my  grant 
"above  mentioned  to  the  said  John  Lord  Berkley,  and  Sir  George  Car- 
u  teret,  their  heirs  and  assigns*" 

The  attempts  made  to  prove  that  Elizabethtown  was  not  settled  under 
the  provisions  established  by  Berkley  and  Carteret,  have  necessarily  led 
to  the  adoption  of  the  theory  that  it  is  probable  possession  was  taken  of 
the  tract,  formally,  between  the  date  of  the  purchase  from  the  Indians, 
anil  the  date  of  Gov.  Nicolls'  confirmation,  that  is,  between  the  28th 
October  and  the  1st  December,  16G4,  because  the  "  four  hundred  fathoms 
of  white  wampum  "  which  constituted  part  of  the  consideration  to  the 
Indians,  and  which  was  to  be  paid  after  "  a  years'  expiration  from  the 
day  of  entry  upon  the  said  lands,"  was  acknowledged  to  have  been  re- 
ceived in  full  on  the  24th  November,  1G65  ;  it  not  being  probable  that 
the  time  of  payment  was  anticipated.!  Now  both  these  affirmative 
and  negative  probabilities  seem  to  be  rendered  considerably  less  striking 
by  the  fact  that  a  receipt,  appended  to  the  deed  itself,  shows  that  pay- 
ment of  one-fourth  of  the  quantity  of  wampuui  was  made  as  early  as 
August  8th,  1605,  and  if  the  convenience  or  interests  of  the  parties 
caused  them  thus  to  anticipate  the  payment  of  one-fourth,  why  should 
uot  the  payment  of  the  other  three-fourths  have  been  anticipated  also  \ 
Is  it  not  more  probable  that  the  arrival  of  Philip  Carteret  and  his  com- 
pany, facilitated  the  payment,  by  placing  at  once  at  the  disposal  of  the 
purchasers  the  means  of  meeting  their  engagements,  t  than  that  any 
attempt  at  settlement  should  have  been  made  in  November,  when  the 
proximity   of  winter  must  have  prevented  any  improvements  ?     The 


*  Grants  aud  Concessions,  p.  32. 

t  Answer  to  Bill,  pp.  7,  3.    Hatfield's  Elizabeth,  p.  37. 

;  Sec  affidavit  of  Edward  Sackvillc  referred  to  on  a  subsequent  pig*. 
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actual  settlement  was  probably  commenced  in  the  Spring  of  1665,  so 
that  tlic  assertion  made  in  1746  *  that  there  were  not  more  than  four 
families  on  the  ground  ("  if  so  many  ")  when  Carteret  arrived  early  in 

\  August,  must  be  regarded  as  the  closest  approximation  to  the  truth  now 

attainable.  No  evidence  to  the  contrary  has  been  yet  discovered,  -while 
the  assertion  is  based  upon  actual  affidavits  made  seventy  years  pre- 
vious, by  three  apparently  disinterested  individuals,  personally  cognizant 

I  .    .   *  of  the  matters  of  which  they  affirmed.    As  these  affidavits  have  never 

been  printed  in  full,  it  is  well  to  introduce  one  of  them  here,  as  the  im« 
portance  of  its  revelations  cannot  be  questioned.! 

"  Silvestre  Salisbury  of  New  Yorke  Gent,  maketh  oath  that  in  or 
"  about  the  yeare  1665,  he  being  then  at  New  Ybrke,  there  arrived  Philip 
;'  Carteret  Esq'  at  New  Jersey  in  America  in  a  Ship  called  the  Philip 
"  wch  sd  ship  was  100  tuns  &  had  then  aboard  her  about  30  servants  & 
"  severall  goods  of  great  value,  proper  for  the  first  planting  and  settling 
"  of  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey  &  this  deponent  sayeth  that  at  the  time  of 
"y*  arrivall  of  the  sd  ship  there  were  about  four  families  in  New  Jersey 
"  (except  some  few  at  New  Sinks  that  went  under  the  nomen  (?)  of  Qua- 
"  kers)  and  that  ye  sd  Philip  Carteret  after  his  arrivall  there  landed  ye  s' 
"  servants  and  goods  &  applied  himselfe  to  ye  planting  and  peopling  of  y' 
"  sd  Colony  &  that  he  sent  diverse  persons  into  New  England  &  other 
"places  to  publish  yc  Concessions  of  y"  Lds  Proprict™  and  to  invite  people 
"  to  come  &  settle  there,  whereupon  &  within  a  years  time  or  thereabouts 
11  severall  p'sons  did  come  w,h  their  families  and  settled  there  in  severall 
"  towncs :  And  this  Deponent  sayth  that  he  believes  there  would  few  or 
"  none  have  come  thither  if  the  sd  Philip  Carteret  had  not  settled  himself 
"  as  afores'J  &  brought  such  goods  &  sent  such  Messengers  as  aforesd.  And 
''  this  Deponent  sayeth  that  ye  sd  ship  remained  there  about  six  months,  & 
(i  then  went  to  Virginia,  England  &  other  places  &  about  a  yeare  or  more 
"  after  returned  to  New  Jersey  where  she  remained  for  severall  months ; 


*  Elizabethtown  Bill,  pp.  28,  66. 

t  The  originals  of  these  interesting  documents  are  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
New  York  and  New  Jersey  Boundary  papers  in  the  New  York  Historical  Society 
Library,  with  which  papers,  however,  they  have  no  apparent  connection.  They 
were  among  the  papers  of  James  Alexander,  and  are  in  company  with  a  letter 
from  him  to  Edward  Antill  of  New  Jersey,  making  enquiries  respecting  the 
deponent.  The  affidavits  are  only  briefly  referred  to  in  the  Elizabethtown  Bill, 
(page  28)  owing  probably  to  the  difficulty  encountered  in  legally  establishing 
their  authenticity,  of  which,  however,  there  seems  no  ground  for  doubt.  It  is 
probable  they  originally  had  some  reference  to  establishing  the  fact  of  the  set- 
tlement, prior  to  the  re-conquest  of  the  country  by  the  Dutch  in  1673,  with  the 
view  to  its  repossession  on  its  restoration  to  the  English,  under  the  treaty  be- 
tween Charles  II  and  the  States  General,  Feb.  1671.     See  Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  7. 


F 
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•And  this  Deponent  sayth  that  the  sd  Philip  Carteret  at  his  arrival  did 
"declare  &  owne  that  the  sd  ship  servants  &  goods,  did  belong  to  the 
"R*  Hon""  Sr  George  Carteret  &  were  sent  by  him  for  the  beginning  and 
*  encouragem't  of  the  peopling  and  planting  of  the  sd  country;  And 
"farther  sayeth  that  the  sd  Sr  George  Carteret  did  send  severall  other  Ves- 
"seh  thither  particularly  a  Ketch  whereof  Peter  Bennet  was  master  anno 
"1673  laden  w*  wines  and  severall  other  English  goods. 


SILVESTRE  SALISBURY." 


,;  the  sd  Philip  Carteret  did  pay  unto  the  Indians  in  goods  to  a  consid- 
erable value  that  they  might  enjoy  their  land  quietly,  otherwise  they 
"  could  not  have  inhabited  the  same.'1 

We  have  here  then  positive  evidence  of  a  fact,  in  accordance  with  what 
would  otherwise  have  seemed  the  most  probable  explanation  of  the 
prompt  payment  of  the  stipulated  consideration  to  the  Indians.  For 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  contemplated  settlement  had  assumed  such 
bright  colors  in  the  distance,  as  to  render  the  acquisition  of  nn  interest 
therein  to  be  sought  with  great  avidity,  there  being  positive  evidence 


*  Letter  of  Edward  Antill  in  Boundary  Papers,  Hist.  Soe.  Library.— N.  Y.  Col. 
Docts.  II.  p.  739.    III.  pp.  234—236,  2: £,415. 

t  Letter  of  Edward  Antill. 

*  It  is  endorsed  on  the  back  M  A  writing  of  great  concernment." 


S 


*  Jurad  4°  die  ffeb.  1675  coram 

"  me  en  Cancellar  Magester. 

"JO.  COTT." 

Captain  Silvestre  Salisbury  was  an  Englishman  by  birth,  and  posses- 
sor of  lands  on  Hudson  River.  He  was  sent  to  England  in  1675  by 
Governor  Andros,  to  give  information  to  his  royal  Master  respecting 
various  matters  affecting  the  interest  of  his  province  of  New  York,  es- 
pecially the  desirableness  of  Connecticut,  and  shortly  after  making  this 
affidavit  returned  to  America  and  is  thouglit  to  have  been  subsequently 
in  command  of  the  fort  at  Albany.*  Another  affidavit  similar  in  all 
respects  to  that  of  Salisbury's,  was  made  at  the  same  time  by  "  Peter 
Smith,  Gent,  of  New  York,"  who  is  thought  to  have  been  a  Roman  Cath- 
olic Priest,  and  subsequently  chaplain  to  Governor  Dougan.t  The  third 
affidavit {  is  by  "Edward  Sackville  of  Westminster,  Gent,"  sworn  to 
before  "Wm.  Beversham,  Feb.  24,  1675-6,  and  is  similar  to  the  two- oth- 
ers, excepting  that  instead  of  the  closing  paragraphs  in  them  referring 
to  the  ownership  of  the  "  Philip"  and  cargo,  and  to  the  despatch  of 
other  vessels  to  the  province  by  Sir  George  Carteret,  there  appears  this 
important  item  of  testimony. 

41  And  [the  deponent]  further  sayeth  that  to  his  certain  knowledge 
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that  some  were  found  who,  after  contributing  towards  the  Indian  pur- 
chase fund  "  disliking  ye  place  vpon  a  view  off  it,"  had  their  advance* 
refunded  to  them,"  Some  collateral  evidence  is  also  offered  of  the  few 
actually  interested  in  the  settlement,  until  after  the  arrival  of  Carteret,  in 
the  very  document  referred  to  as  conveying  to  them  their  title.  The  ap- 
plicants to  Nicolls  for  permission  to  purchase,  as  already  stated,  were 
six  in  number,  John  Bailey,  Daniel  Benton,  Thomas  Benneydick,  Nathaniel 
Denton,  John  Foster,  and  LuTce  Watson,  but  the  deed  from  the  Indians 
p|i|  was  only  to  Bailey,   Daniel   Denton,  and  Luke  "Watson,  for  although 

||j|    '  the  words  "and  their  associates"  were  added,  it  is  very  doubtful, from 

4  jjj  several  circumstances,  whether  they  had  as  yet  any  so  indentified  with 

|;||  them,  as  to  render  their  co-operation  certain.    When,  in  little  more  thai 

|:||  a  month  later,  the  purchase  was  confirmed  by   Gov.   Nicolls,  itwta 

Iff  I  to  Capt.  John  Baker — who  probably  for  his  services  as  Interpreter,  was 

>  r  i  allowed  to  participate  in  its  benefits  without  any  contribution  toward* 

the  purchase;  John  Ogden — then  expecting  to  become  intimately  con- 
-;;  nected  with  the  enterprise,  and  who  shortly  afterwards  purchased  the 

interest  of  the  Dentons;  John  Bailey,  and    Luke  Watson:  and  the 
presumption  is,  that  at  the  time  when  the  final  payment  was  made  to  the 
;  Indians  (Nov.  24.  1665),  Carteret,  by  the  purchase  of  Bailey's  interest, 

that  very  day,  and  by  contributions  in  behalf  of  the  proprietors— Ogden 
by  the  purchase  of  the  interest  of  the  Dentons^-and  Luke  Watson,  were 
the  only  parties  having  anything  at  stake  pecuniarily. f  Hence  the  rea- 
sonable explanation,  why,  when  the  transfer  of  the  Indian  title  to  one 
;   -  moiety  of  the  purchase  (which  will  presently  be  noticed)  was  madeto 

Daniel  Pierce  and  his  associates,  the  deed  was  signed  only  by  Carteret, 
Ogden  and  Watson,  as  the  only  parties  interested  in  that  title. 

That  the  denial  of  the  Proprietor's  rights  to  the  soil  was  an  after- 
thought, would  seem  to  be  susceptible  of  proof  from  several  well  estab- 
lished facts,  only  two  or  three  of  which  can  be  specified  in  this  paper. 
Governor  Catteret,  immediately  on  his  arrival,  as  we  have  seen,  dis- 
patched special  agents  to  New  England,  and  other  places,  to  publish 
the  terms  of  the  "  Concessions"  and  to  invite  emigration  to  IJew  Jersey.} 
It  is  well  known  that  the  settlement  of  Newark  was  the  consequence 

*  Albany  Documents,  vol.  32  p.  118. 

t  Unless  we  except  two  individuals,  Ambrose  and  Josiah  Sutton,  who  subse- 
quently complained  that  they  never  "had  any  consideration  in  land  or  any  other 
way,"  for  the  sums  they  had  advanced,  they  not  having  become  resident?, 
(Albany  Documents,  vol.  32,  p.  118.) 

;  Is  it  "  probable"  that  Long  Island  was  not  among  the  places  to.which  the^e 
persons  were  sent,  or  that  the  settlers  thence  came  not  in  accordance  with  tbu 
invitation  ? 


f 
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*  Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  29.      For  the  document  in  full  sec  E.  J.  Records,  Liber 
1 2d  part,  p.  19. 
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of  this  publication  and  invitation,  and  it  is  entirely  in  accordance  with 
probability,  as  well  as  with  the  asserted  claims  of  the  proprietors,  that 
the  lands  located  subsequently,  if  located  legally,  were  so  located  under 
the  "  Concessions,"  and  to  sustain  this  position  I  would  refer  first  to  the 
circumstances  leading  to  the  settlement  of  Woodbridge  and  Piscataway. 
It  will  be  remembered  that  the  deed  from  the  Indians  was  to  Bailey, 
Denton  and  Watson  and  their  associates.  But  as  we  have  seen,  nei- 
ther Bailey  nor  Denton  felt  sufficiently  assured  of  the  success  of  the 
undertaking  in  which  they  had  embarked,  and  before  1666  the  rights  of 
Bailey  Had  been  assigned  to  Philip  Carteret,  and  those  of  Denton  to 
John  Ogden.  Baker,  the  other  grantee  named,  not  having  become  a  resi- 
dent, Carteret,  Ogden  and  Watson  were  in  1666,  as  has  been  shown,  the 
holders  of  the  title  under  the  original  purchase.  Now  it  is  very  sig- 
nificant of  the  views  which  then  prevailed  that,  when  in  consequence 
of  the  invitation  they  had  received,  in  common  with  the  residents  of 
"other  places,"  Daniel  Pierce,  John  Pike  and  Andrew  Tappan,  of  New- 
bury, Massachusetts,  presented  themselves  in  New  Jersey  and  fixed  upon 


. 


the  southern'  portion  of  the  Elizabethtown  tract  as  a  desirable  location 
for  one  or  more  towns,  Philip  Carteret  as  "  Governor  of  the  Province 
"of  New  Jersey,  in  the  behalf  of  the  Lords  Proprietors"  should  on  the 
2!st  May,  1666,  have  entered  into  an  agreement  with  them,  to  which 
John  Ogden  was  a  witness,  wherein  are  these  two  pregnant  passages. 

"They  shall  have  the  liberty  within  themselves  to  lay  out  every  man's 
"*  proportion  of  land  according  to  their  judgment  and  discretion,  not  ex- 
"cceding  the  proportion  limited  in  the  Lords  Proprietors'  Concessions." 

"For  the  half-penny  per  acre  per  anntcm,  due  to  the  Lords  Proprietors, 
"  the  payment  is  to  begin  the  25th  of  March,  1670 ;  and  that  every  man 
"shall  pay  yearly  in  the  Country-pay  for  no  more  Land  than  what  is  ap- 
- propriated  to  him  by  patent ;  provided,  that  every  person  shall  patent  so 
"much  land  in  proi)ortion,  as  is  specified  in  the  Concessions,  or  according 
"to  their  estates  ;  and  that  all  lands  so  patented,  shall  be  surveyed  and 
-  bounded  by  the  Surveyor  General  or  his  deputy,"  &c* 

Could  any  thing  more  emphatically  set  forth  what  were  thought  to  be 
she  rights  and  privileges  of  settlers  xcithin  the  Elizahethtown  tract,  after 
«!:c  publication  of  the  "  Concessions,"  than  this  document  ?  If  it  had  not 
".*«  considered  a  correct  exposition  of  those  rights  and  privileges,  how 
happens  it  that  no  exceptions  were  ever  taken  to  its  terms  ?  If  still  rcc- 
^enized  as  paramount,  why  was  Nicolls'  Patent  entirely  ignored— not 
<Tcn  alluded  to? 
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Having  thus  conformed  to  the  established  mode  of  procedure  iu  ac- 
quiring their  lands,  and  recognized  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Lords 
Proprietors,  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  question  as  to  the  extent  of 
their  domain  andits  freedom  from  all  Indian  rights  of  occupancy, a 
Deed  was  executed  Dec.  11th  of  the  same  year :  "  Between  Capt.  Philip 
"  Carteret,  Esq.,  Govenor  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey,  John  Ogden. 
"  Esq.,  and  Luke  Watson,  of  Elizabeth  town,  in  the  s*  Province  of  the  one 
"  part,  and  Daniel  Pierce  of  Newbury  and  his  associates,  of  the  other 
"part,"  conveying  "the  one  moiety  or  half  part  of  a  certain  tract  of 
"  land  situate  lying  and  being,"  &c,  (following  the  Elizabethtown  pur- 
,  chase  deed)  "  which  said  tract  of  land  was  lawfully  purchased  from  the 
"  natives  or  Indians,  by  John  Bayley,  Daniel  Denton  and  the  said  Lake 
"  "Watson,"  &c, '  *  *  — not  a  word  said,  be  it  observed,  of  its  "  contirm- 
'*  ation,"  by  Nicolls—  "  to  hold  the  one  moiety  or  half  of  the  said  purchasci 
"  &c.,  equal  with  the  other  moiety  belonging  to  Elizabethtown  aforesaid, 
"  with  all  and  singular  rights,  title,  interest  and  conveyances  (convent 
"ences?)  belonging ;"— the  grantees  stipulating  that  the  "said  Daniel 
"  Pierce  and  Ids  associates  shall  and  may  enjoy  forever  all  and  singular 
"  the  before  demised  premises,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  the  said 
"  Capt.  Carteret,  John  Ogden  and  Luke  Watson  do  hold  and  enjoy  the  same? 
The  light  that  each  of  these  documents  throws  upon  the  other  is 
remarkable,  and  it  would  seem  that  nothing  else  could  be  required  to 
establish  the  fact  of  the  entire  acquiescence  of  the  first  settlers  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  Proprietors  title.  In  the  latter  document  we  find 
that  the  moiety  of  the  tract  disposed  of  was  to  be  held  on  precisely  .the 
same  terms  as  the  moiety  retained ;  that  the  grantees  were  to  hold  and 
enjoy  forever  their  portion  "  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner"  as  the 
grantors  hold  theirs.  If  we  wish  to  know  what  those  terms  were,  and 
in  what  that  fullness  of  possession  consisted,  we  have  only  to  refer  to 
the  former  document  and  we  have  the  information.  If  Pierce  and  his 
associates  were  to  have  their  respective  properties  regulated  by  "  the 
Lords  Proprietors  Concessions,"  the  same  Concessions  were  to  regulate 
of  course  the  properties  of  Ogden  and  his  associates.  If  the  lands  in 
the  southern  half  were  to  be  appropriated  to  each  settler  by  Patent,  the 
provision  must  have  applied  as  well  to  the  lands  in  the  northern  half.  If 
the  one  party  was  to  pay  the  half  penny  per  acre  per  annum,  of  course 
the  same  rent  was  to  be  paid  by  the  other.* 

*  I  cannot  refrain  from  introducing  a  passage  from  Dr.  Hatfield's  recent  His- 
tory of  Elizabeth,  giving  an  account  of  the  transfer  to  Pierce  and  his  associate?, 
to  show  how  naturally  theories  may  jobscure  the  truth.  Neither  of  the  doc- 
uments I  have  referred  to  are  quoted,  and  the  circumstances  are  disposed  of  as 


fc 
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But  it  i9  said  that  Governor  Carteret,  by  purchasing  the  rights  of 
Bayley  and  others,  confessed  that  the  grant  or  confirmation  by  Governor 
Nicolls  of  the  Indian  Deed  to  the  Jamaica  emigrants,  conveyed  a  valid 
title;  and  thereby  compromised  the  claims  of  the  Proprietors.  Let  us 
give  to  this  a  brief  consideration. 

We  have  no  definite  information  as  to  the  frequency  of  communica- 
tion between  Carteret  and  his  superiors  in  England,  nor  of  the  matters 
which  were  made  the  subjects  of  correspondence,  but  in  the  peculiar 
situation  of  the  Govenor,  surrounded  by  strangers,  with  few  in  whom  to 
trust  as  advisers,  and  with  Governor  Nicolls  near  at  hand  fostering  feel- 
ings of  disappointment  and  chagrin  at  having  lost  control  of  what  he 
deemed  "all  the  improvable  part"  of  the  Duke's  territory,*  he  must 
have  often  found  himself  at  a  loss  how  best  to  act,  so  as  to  guard  the 
interest  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  and  at  the  same  time  retain  his  personal 
influence,  and  ensure  his  personal  comfort.  Decisions  he  had  to  make 
without' doubt,  unfortified  by  the  views  of  his  superiors,  but  there  is 
nothing  known,  at  variance  with  the  reasonable  supposition,  that  in 
reference  to  the  rights  acquired  by  the  Indian  purchase  be  acted,  in  ac- 
cordance with  their  directions  or  known  wishes,  as  in  all  he  did  he  seems 
to  have  had  ever  in  view  the  *•  great  equity, "  that  the  distinguished 
counsel— already  referred  to-subsequently  thought  might  properly  lead  to 
a  confirmation  of  such  rights  to  those  who  should  submit  to  the  "  Con- 
cessions" and  payment  of  the  quit-rents.     If  not  specially  instructed,  he 

follows :  "  Some  of  the  people  of  Newbury,  Mass.,  finding  themselves  uncom- 
"  fortably  straitened  for  farming  lands  sent  an  expedition  to  visit  these  parts,  and, 
t'if  pleased  with  what  they  saw  and  heard,  to  secure  an  eligible  location  for  a 
•'  town.  Hospitably  entertained  on  their  arrival,  and  made  acquainted  by  personal 
"  inspection,  with  that  part  of  the  Elizabeth  Town  patent  that  lay  between  the 
"Raritan  and  Rahway  rivers  that  had  been  offered  on  fair  terms  by  the  tojon  (?) 
"they  concluded  to  purchase  it.  According  to  the  custom  of  the  times  they  applied 
"  to  Gov.  Carteret  and  received,  May  2lst,  1666,  the  necessary  permit  to  settle  two 
"townships  within  the  bounds  specified;  for  which  a  deed,  duly  executed,  was 
"given them  December  11th,  1666,  by  Carteret,  Ogden  and  Watson,  representing 
»'  the  associates  of  the  Toicn.  *  *  *  I»  the  Town  Book,  in  which  their  early 
"  transactions  were  duly  recorded,  were  now  accessible,  it  would,  doubtUssy  shoio 
"  that  the  matter  had  been  submitted  to  the  people  in  tenon  meeting  and  a  vote  taken, 
"  giving  to  Carteret,  Ogden  and  Watson,  authority  to  alienate  "  the  one  moiety  or 
•'half  part"  of  their  purchased  possessions.  It  was  sold  as  such  M  half-part  of 
•'the  said  tract  of  land  which  was  purchased  of  the  Indians."  By  becoming  a 
"party  to  this  transaction,  therefore,  Carteret  again  acknowledged  the  validity  of 
"the  original  purchase  and  patent." 

To  all  which  it  may  be  said  that  if  "  the  people  in  town  meeting,"  authorized 
this  sale,  of  which,  however,  their  is  no  proof,  then  "  tlie  people  in  town  meet- 
ing" also,  acknowledged  that  they  were  bound  to  have  their  lands  surveyed  and 
patented  under  the  Concessions  ! 

*  N.  Y.  Col.  Docts.  iii,  p.  105. 
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certainly  evinced  a  true  perception  of  that  equitable  right  and  a  dispo- 
sition to  respect  it.*  This  was  the  right  he  purchased ;  this  was  the 
right  that  in  documents  bearing  his  signature  he  admits  to  have  been  in 
the  first  instance  "lawfully  purchased  of  the  Indians,"  that  "right  of 
occupancy,"  referred  to  by  the  legal  authorities  I  have  quoted,  which, 
although  acquired  regularly,  did  not  give  a  clear  indisputable  title  ac- 
cording to  the  theory,  and  practice  of  the  day  until  surveyed  and  pat- 
ented, subject  to  the  "  certain  rent  according  to  the  customary  rate  of 
the  country  "  as  required  both  in  the  confirmatory  grant  of  Nicolls  and 
the  subsequent  Concessions  of  the  Proprietors.!  A  striking  illustration 
of  the  prevailing  disposition  to  accord  all  possible  rights  to  settlers, 
consistent  with  the  superior  title  of  the  Proprietors,  is  seen  in  the  con- 
j  firmation  to  Augustine  Herman,'  on  the  16th  Nov.,  1666,  of  lands  on  the 

I  south  side  of  the  Raritan,  opposite  to  Staten  Island,  lought  "by  him  of 

1  tJie  Indians  March  25th,  1651.     "  Provided  that  he  makes  good  his  pur- 

3  "  chase  from  the  Indians,  and  that  he  observe  all  such  conditions  and 

"  things  according  to  the  Lords  Proprietors  and  Concessions,"  and  there 
are  not  wanting  instances  where  claimants  to  lands  acquired  before  the 
i>  transfer  to  Berkley  and  Carteret;  are  called  upon  to  substantiate  their 

v<  v  claims  by  actual  settlement,  and  conformity  to  the  Concessions,  or  else 

the  lands  would  be  awarded  to  others. 
;    ,  It  must  be  remembered  that  the  quit-rents  were  not  payable  until 

1670,  and  that  no  steps  were  taken  towards  the  issuing  of  patents  prior 
thereto,  the  delay  in  requiring  their  obtainment,  being  doubtless 
owing,  in  part,  to  the  uncertainty,  during  a  j>ortion  of  the  time,  as' to 
where  the  ultimate  proprietorship  of;  the  province  would  rest.J  Con- 
sequently the  several  tracts  taken  up  or  allotted  to  settlers,,  with  the 
improvements  placed  thereon  by  them,  were  subject  to  transfer  at  will 
to  any  purchaser,  who,  at  the  appointed  time,  should  complete  his  title 

*  The  Proprietors  general  instructions  respecting  the  treatment  of  the  natives 
merit  a  notice  here.  "  If  our  Governor  and  Counsellors  should  happen  to  find 
"any  Natives  in  our  said  Province  and  Tract  of  Land  aforesaid,  that  then  you 
'•  treat  them  with  all  Humanity  and  Kindness,  and  not  in  any  wise  grieve  or  op- 
"press  them,  but  endeavor  by  a  Christian  carriage  to  manifest  Piety,  Justice  and 
"  Charity,  and  in  your  Conversation  with  them,  the  Manifestation  whereof  will 
' '  prove  Beneficial  to  the  Planters,  and  likewise  Advantageous  to  the  Propagation 
"  of  the  Gospel."    Grants  and  Concessions,  p.  30. 

t 1  am  now  satisfied  that  there  are  no  grounds  for  the  suggestion  in  "  East 
Jersey  under  the  Proprietory  Governments,"  (Page  41,  note)  that  the  purchase  of 
Bayley's  interest  by  Carteret  may  have  been  made  with  the  expectation  that  at 
any  time  his  purchase  might  be  confirmed.  Further  examination  has  convinced 
me  that  the  true  explanation  of  that  transaction  is  what  I  have  given  above. 

X  See  Proceedings  of  Society,  vol.  x,  p.  102— Note. 
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in  the  prescribed  mode.  There  was,  therefore,  in  the  simple  acquisition 
of  such  individual  rights  by  Qoy.  Carteret— in  view  of  the  acknowledged 
"equity"  in  them — that  did  not  in  the  least  conflict  with  the  superior 
title  of  Berkley  and  Carteret.  Bailey,  for  example,  did  not,  in  his 
deed,  "warrant  and  defend"  his  lot  or  lots,  "with  all  and  every  the 
"building  or  buildings  thereon"  to  Carteret,  against  all  claimants,  but 
only  in  the  language  of  the  deed,  against  "  any  person  or  persons  what- 
"  soever  that  shall  lay  any  claim  or  claims  thereunto  by  form,  or  under 
"him  (the  said  Bailey)  or  any  of  his  heirs,"  &c* 

And,  as  we  have  seen,  when  Carteret,  with  Ogden  and  Watson,  trans- 
ferred the  moiety  of  the  entire  tract  to  Pierce  and  his  associates,  they 
only  guaranteed  to  them  a  possession  equal  to  that  they  enjoyed  in  the 
other  moiety,  "  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  the  sd  Capt.  Carteret, 
"John  Ogden  and  Luke  Watson,  do  hold  and  enjoy  the  same." 

Another  fact  establishing  the  operative  force  of  the  Concessions,  is 
this:  By  the  Concessions  it  was  stipulated  that  one-seventh  part  of  each 
Township  should  be  allotted  to  the  Lords  Proprietors,  their  "heirs  and 
"assigns,  the  remaining  to  persons  as  they  come  to  plant  the  same,  in 
"such  proportions  as  is  allowed."  Thus,  in  the  agreement  for  the  settle- 
ment of  Piscataway  and  Woodbridge,  it  was  especially  provided  that  one 
thousand  acres  should  be  appropriated  to  the  Proprietors,  and  subsequent- 
ly in  the  Charter  to  Woodbridge,  Amboy  Point  was  reserved  for  their  use 
"in  lieu  of  the  seventh  part  mentioned  in  the  Concessions."  It  will  be 
remembered  that  the  holders  of  the  southern  moiety  were  to  hold  and 
enjoy  forever  their  portion  "in  as  full  and  ample  manner,"  as  Carteret, 
Ogden  and  Watson  held  and  enjoyed  the  northern  moiety.  The  ques- 
tion naturally  arises,  therefore,  how  were  the  Elizabethtown  people, 
proper,  situated  as  regards  this  proviso  in  the  Concessions  ?  Why  we 
have  on  record  a  document  emanating  from  the  Govenor  and  Council, 
<lated  July,  20th,  166C.  in  which  it  is  stated  that  "upon  serious  Consid- 
eration, and  for  certain  and  importunate  reasons  best  known  unto  them- 
u  selves,"  they  "  have  thought  fit"  to  reserve  a  certain  parcel  of  land  and 
meadow  for  "the  Lords  Proprietors  of  this  Province  and  their  Heirs, 
"to  be  by  them  disposed  of  as  they  shall  think  fit,  as  a  part  of  that  pro- 
"portion  of  land  which  of  right  they  are  to  have  out  of  every  Toicnship,''  and 
all  persons  are  forbidden  from  cutting  any  wood  thereon,  from  building 
thereon,  or  from  cultivating  any  part  of  it  "  without  special  leave  or 
"licence  first  obtained  from  the  Governor.*"    Could  any  tiling  be  more 


•  • 


*  E.  J.  Records,  Lib.  i,  p.  2. 

*  BUI  in  Chancery,  p.  34.    E.  J.  Records,  Lib.  iii,  p.  10. 
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conclusive  of  the  operation  of  the  n  Concessions,"  every  where,  within  the 
original  purchase,  than  this  particular  regulation  prescribed  by  them, 
thus  recognized  as  binding  in  both  its  northern  and  southern  moieties  I 
The  "  Concessions,"  if  operative  in  part,  were  operative  throughout. 
If  the  provision  allotting  certain  lands  to  the  proprietors  was  recognized 
as  binding,  requisitions  respecting  the  payment  of  the  quit-rents  were 
equally  so,  and  if  the  payment  of  the  rent  was  acknowledged  to  be 
just,  the  obtainment  of  patents  became  equally  obligatory.  The  doc- 
ument was  ever  regarded  by  Governor  Carteret  as  a  whole,  and  he  ever 
required  it  to  be  so  accepted.  . 

It  is  a  noteworthy  circumstance  that,  notwithstanding  the  aversion 

felt  to  acknowledge  their  obligations  under  it,  respecting  their  land?, 

the  great  mass  of  the  people  soon  recognized  the  instrument  as  the 

Charter  of  their  liberties,  and  in  all  other  particulars  appealed  to  it  for 

,  protection  of  their  rights.      When,  in  1684,  the  twenty-four  Proprie- 

r^l*  N  tors  sent  over  to  the  Province  what  they  termed  their  "  Fundamental 

|*9  Constitutions" — the  original  document  framed,  now  enriching  the  walls 

;  J  of  the  Library  of  the  Society — which  they  thought  the  people  would  glad- 

«j  ly  adopt  in  preference  to  the  "  Consessions,"  of  Berkley  and  Carteret, 

-  ;(;  they  found  themselves  mistaken ,  and  the,  at  first,  calumniated  instrument, 

was  retained  as  the  foundation  of  the  government.  So  in  1748— when,  by 

m  act  of  the  Legislature,  the  Laws  enacted  subsequent  to  the  surrender  of 

>  i*  the  Government  to  the  Crown  were  authorized  to  be  published  under 

the  supervision  of  Judge  Nevill,  the  popular  party  were  not  satisfied 

_  p  until  they  had  obtained  and  published  that  interesting  collection  of  Pa- 

pers known  as  Learning  and  Spicer's  "  Grants  and  Concessions,"  compris- 
ing all  those  early  documents  both  of  East  and  West  Jersey ;  and,  it  is 
due  to  the  much  contemned  Proprietary  Governments  to  state  that, 
the  Compilers  had  the  frankness  to  say  in  their  preface,  "  If  our  present 
"  system  of  Government  [that  was  in  1758]  should  not  be  judged  so 
"  equal  to  the  natural  rights  of  a  reasonable  creature  as  the  one  that 
"raised  us  to  the  dignity  of  a  colony,  let  it  serve  as  a  caution  to  guard 
"  the  cause  of  Liberty" — implyiug  that  there  was  more  Liberty  under 
the  Proprietors  than  under  the  Crown. 

Returning  from  this  digression  let  me  call  attention  to  a  name  that  ap- 
pears with  Carteret's  on  the  papers  we  have  been  considering— this  grant 
of  the  Southern  moiety  of  the  Elizabethtown  tract  and  this  allotment, 
out  of  the  same  tract,  to  the  Proprietors  !  it  was  that  of  John  Ogdex— 
one  of  those  to  whom  the  tract  was  confirmed  by  Nicolls — one  of  thov 
who,  it  is  said,  was  present  when  Carteret  arrived— one  of  those  who 
paid  to  the  Indians  the  consideration  for  the  tract— one  perfectly  conver- 
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«ant  with  all  the  circumstances  of  the  settlement,  capable,  honest,  in- 
telligent, fully  \able  to  appreciate  the  relations  existing  between  the 
parties,  who  could  scarcely  have  been  invited  to  become  one  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's Council,  and  assuredly  would  not  have  accepted  the  position  and 
acted  in  concert  with  the  Governor,  had  he  not  been  satisfied  of  the  par- 
amount title  of  the  Proprietors.  And  although  eventually  found  array- 
ed in  opposition  to  the  Governor,  it  was  subsequent  to  the  period  under 
review,  and  when  reasons  of  a  personal  character  existed  to  account  for 
the  change. 

That  there  were  those  among  the  settlers  who  soon  exhibited  opposi- 
tion to  the  rights  of  the  Proprietors  may  be  considered  unquestionable, 
bntthey  were  in  a  decided  minority,  and  even  the  most  strenuous  up- 
holder of  the  malcontents  is  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  "  the  affairs  of 
44  the  town,  so  far  as  can  be  discovered,  moved  on  very  quietly  and  har- 
moniously during  the  first  two  years  after  Carteret's  arrival."*  Much  of 
the  dissatisfaction  subsequently  manifested,  and  the  demonstrations  of 
a  determined  resistance  to  the  terms  of  the  "  Concessions"  which  were  de- 
veloped, may  be  attributed  to  the  very  provision  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  liberal — the  postponement  of  the  payment  of  quit-rents.  But  the 
nearer  the  25th  March,  1670,  approached,  the  more  active  became  the  ele- 
ments of  discord.  The  enjoyment  for  three,  four  or  five  years  of  their  re- 
q>ective  allotments,  free  from  all  pecuniary  liabilities  to  any  one  there- 
for, tended  very  naturally  to  beget  a  desire  for  a  continuance  of  such  a 
state  of  things,  and  hence,  mainly,  the  disputes  between  the  Govern- 
mental and  country  parties  which,  commencing  with  the  difficulties 
growing  out  of  contested  rights  to  the  soil,  gradually  extended  to  other 
nwttcrs,  until  the  exercise  of  all  authority  by  Carteret  was  set  at  naught. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  paper  to  discuss  these  differences.  Doubt- 
!es3  there  were  errors  committed  on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Proprietors,  mistakes  made  in  the  estimate  placed  upon  some  of  their 
delegated  powers,  and  in  the  manner  in  which  those  were  administered, 
respecting  which  perchance  there  was  no  question,  but  these  were  made 
more  grievous  by  the  provocations  on  the  part  of  the  people ;  but  a 
critical  examination  of  the  documentary  and  traditional  history  of  the 
times,  and  an  unprejudiced  weighing  of  conflicting  testimony,  can  lead 
only  to  one  conclusion  that,  the  refusal  to  respond  to  the  well  establish- 
ed legal  requirements  of  the  Proprietors  was  the  foundation  of  the  wide 
spread  evils  that  have  been  referred  to.  For  although  its  growth  was 
rrpcatedly  checked,  by  the  chilling  influences  of  authoritative  cxposi- 

*  Hatfield's  Elizabeth,  p.  121. 
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tions  of  the  rights  of  the  parties,  the  seed  sown  in  the  time  of  Berkley 
and  Carteret,  continued  slowly  to  germinate  throughout  the  period  of 
their  joint  and  several  Proprietorships,  and  subsequently,  after  the  surren- 
der of  the  Government  to  the  Crown  by  their  successors, was  fully  develop- 
ed in  baneful  luxuriance.  Evil  example  is  contagious,  and  in  after 
years  the  decendants  of  the  Newark  Settlers,  following  in  the  steps  of 
their  neighbors  of  Elizabethtown,  set  up  thiir  Indian  titles,  also,  as  all 
sufficient,  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  assert  that  the  "  Concessions  "  had 
"  never  been  known  or  heard  of  by  the  generality  of  the  inhabitants"  un- 
til then,*  forgetful  of  recorded  proofs  of  their  recognition  to  be  found 
in  their  own  "  Town  Books."t  Suits  and  counter-suits,  ejectments  legal 
and  illegal,  riots  and  commotions  consequently  mark  the  whole  of  the 
Colonial  era,  and  not  until,  at  last,  the  War  of  the  Revolution  came 
with  all  its  varied  effects  upon  property  and  population,  did  the  conten- 
tions cease,  and  possession  became  the  great  panacea  for  controversies 
about  titles.  The  famous  suit  in  Chancery  was  never  brought  to  a  legal 
termination,  but  in  its  slow  progress  it  gathered  around  it  a  large 
amount  of  most  valuable  information,  giving,  in  the  language  of  the 
title-page  of  the  Bill—"  a  better  Light  into  the  History  and  Constitu- 
"  tion  of  New  Jersey"  than  can  be  derived  from  all  other  sources  uncon- 
nected with  it.J 

There  have  been  some  attempts  to  disparage  Govenor  Carteret  bj 
reference  to  the  presumed  effect  of  associations  with  a  corrupt  and  aris- 
tocratic court,  severing  all  sympathetic  chords  between  him  and  thepco- 
ple  around  him ;  and  broad  intimations  given  that  he  and  his  company 
lived  in  "  the  unrestrained  indulgence  that  so  commonly  and  shamefully 
"  characterized  the  Court  of  Charles,"  for  all  of  which  there  is  no  war- 
rant whatever.  But  even  were  the  Governor  chargeable  with  such  dere- 
liction in  morals  or  deportment  as  estranged  the  people  from  him,  how 
happened  it  that  the  same  people  could  patronize  the  dissolute  James  Car- 
teret, and  sanction  his  subversion  of  the  Government,  who  is  described 
by  a  contemporary,  and  one  who  knew  him  personally,  as  "a  very  profligate 
"person"  *  *  who  "runs  about  among  the  farmers  and  stays  where  he  can 
u  find  most  to  drink,  and  sleeps  in  barns  on  the  straw."§  I  will  not  scandal- 
ize the  settlers  of  Elizabethtown  by  supposing  that  their  selection  of  such  a 
man  for  "  President  of  the  Country!"  as  they  did,  indicated  greater  "  sym- 
pathy" for  Ms  personal  character  than  for  that  of  his  relative,  the  Gov- 
ernor.  I  am  willing  to  attribute  it  rather  to  mistaken  policy,  a  supposi- 

*  Answer  to  the  Proprietors  Publications,  p.  8.  t  See  Note  A. 

%  See  Note  B.  §  Banker's  Journal,  pp.  197,  198. 

East  Jersey  under  the  Proprietors,  p.  55. 
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lion  that  his  father,  Sir  George,  would  sanction  their  proceedings  how- . 
ever  subversive  of  his  authority,  if  approved  of  and  participated  in  by 
his  dissolute  son,  an  idea  very  effectually  dissipated  on  the  receipt  of  his 
response.* 

The  result  of  this  examination,  so  far  as  it  has  been  carried,  may,  I 
think,  be  considered  as  demonstrating  that, — Although  the  acts  of  Gov. 
Nicolls,  affecting  the  tract  now  known  as  New  Jersey,  of  a  date  subsc- 
qnent  to  that  of  its  transfer  to  Berkley  and  Carteret,  were  legally  void, 
yet  there  is  no  evidence  now  obtainable,  of  any  desire  on  the  part  of ' 
the  Proprietors  to  set  them  aside,  provided  their  terms  were  adhered  to 
by  those  to  be  benefitted  by  them,  namely  the  payment  of  a  certain 
quit-rent  and  the  performance  of  such  obligations  as  might  be  pre- 
scribed by  those  exercising  authority  under  the  Duke — 

That  inasmuch  as  the  so-called  "  Concessions"  were  widely  published 
by  Gov.  Carteret  immediately  on  Ms  arrival,  and  settlers  invited  to  the 
Province  under  their  provisions,  we  must  presume,  in  the  absence  of  all 
negative  and  the  presence  of  much  confirmatory  testimony,  that  they  were 
considered  operative  within  the  limits  of  the  Eiizabethtown  purchase — 

That  in  the  absence  of  all  proof  to  the  contrary,  we  cannot  do  otherwise 
than  accept  as  most  probable  the  assertion  made  in  print  more  than  a 
hundred  and  twenty  years  ago,  and  in  manuscript  seventy  years  prior, 
that  there  were  not  more  than  four  families  on  the  ground,  "  if  so  many," 
on  the  arrival  of  Governor  Carteret;  and  that  there  is  no  evidence  that 
even  the  heads  of  those  families  did  not  conform  to  the  requisitions  of 
the  "  Concessions:" — 

.  That  the  settlements  o  f  Newark  on  the  north  and  of  Woodbridge  and 
Piscataway  on  the  south— the  one,  after  "  discourse  and  treaties  with  the 
Governor"  with  recorded  evidences  of  a  recognition  of  the  obligations 
of  the  "  Concessions,"  and  the  others,  under  express  and  stipulated  provis- 
ions conformable  thereto,  said  to  be  identical  with  the  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  the  people  of  Eiizabethtown, — are  confirmatory  of  the  intention 
on  the  part  of  the  representatives  of  the  Proprietors  to  have  the  "  Con- 
cessions" generally  operative,  and  of  a  prevailing  understanding  among 
the  people  to  that  effect. 
And  if  these  points  are  established,  it  must  be  conceded  that— 
The  refusal  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  "  Concessions"  on  the  part 
of  the  Eiizabethtown  people,  as  regards  the  holding  of  their  lands 
'•by  Warrant,  Survey  and  Patent,"  from  the  Governor  and  his  Council, 
was  subversive  of  good  order  and  prejudicial  to  the  just  rights  of  tht» 


*  Grants  and  Concessione,  pp.  S3,  41. 
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Proprietors,  as  interpreted  by  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  times ;  for 
however  restricted  may  have  been  the  limits  of  their  purchase,  within 
which  they  claimed  exemption  from  the  requirements  of  the  Proprietors, 
their  example  and  influence  naturally  prompted  to  similar  action  on  the 
part  of  others  beyond  those  limits. 


NOTE  A.— Page  172. 


From  the  Newark  Town  Records,  we  find  that  in  Town  meeting  Feb'y  3rd, 
1669-70,  the  following  language  was  adopted  as  part  of  a  communication  to 
the  Governor  from  the  settlers  of  Newark.  "  As  for  the  payment  of  the  Half- 
"  Penny  per  Acre  for  all  our  allotted  Lands,  according  to  our  Articles  and  Inter- 
pretations of  them,  you  assuring  them  to  ns,  we  are  ready  when  the  Time 
"  comes,  to  perform  our  Duty  to  the  Lords  or  their  Assigns." 

On  the  24th  March  ensuing,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  collect  every  man'* 
quota  in  Summer  Wheat  at  5s.  *  *  *  "before  the  day  be  over,  or  else  if  the? 
fail  they  are  to  Double  the  Quantity,"  which  the  committee  on  the  morrow 
were  to  carry  to  Elizabethtown  "  and  make  a  Tender  thereof  to  the  Governor 
44  upon  the  account  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  rent  for  the. Land  we  made  use  of 
"  according  to  Articles." 

On  the  20th  March  following,  1671,  the  same  Committee,  were  appointed  to 
"  Goe"  to  the  "  Governor  in  Behalf  of  the  Town,  make  a  Tender  to  Him  in 
"  Good  Wheat  for  the  payment  of  their  Half-Penny  per  acre  to  Him  for  the 
11  Lords  Proprietors  in  like  manner  as  they  did  the  last  year  at  the  Day  appoint 
44  ed ;  in  case  that  he  will  accept  of  the  same,  that  then  they  are  fully  Impow. 
44  ered  to  give  notice  by  the  warners  of  the  Town,  for  every  one  to  brinff  in  his 
44  proportion  of  Corn,"  &c. 

On  14th  November,  1671,  we  find  how  4<  the  Lords'  rent"  should  be  levied. 

There  is  no  intimation  in  the  records  of  acceptance  by  the  Governor  of  the 
proffered  rent,  but  it  is  to  be  presumed,  as  it  was  unaccompanied  by  any  appli- 
cation for  a  Patent,  that  it  was  refused ;  as  the  Governor  had  announced  his  de- 
termination not  to  receive  anything  as  rent  from  any  parties  who  had  not  taken 
out  their  patents. 

Individual  Settlers  began  in  1675  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  4C  Conces- 
sions," the  first  patent  being  issued  to  Jasper  Crane,  August  25th,  and  subse- 
quently, in  December,  1696,  a  patent  was  obtained  by  the  Town  for  the  streets 
and  public  grounds.  I  have  in  my  possession  original  memoranda  of  amounts 
paid  to  the  proprietors'  Receiver  of  Quit  rents,  when  on  his  collecting  tonrs,  in 
which  appear  the  names  of  most  of  the  prominent  inhabitants  of  Newark  and 
the  amounts  they  severally  paid,  and  yet  as  late  as  1746  the  descendants  of  these 
men  denied  that  their  ancestors  had  any  knowledge  of  the  features  of  the  Con- 
cessions involving  the  obligations  of  warrant  survey  and  patent  to  perfect  their 
titles. 
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It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  Case  of  a  nature  calculated  to  determine  the  right 
of  the  Proprietors,  which  reached  England  on  appeal  In  1696  failed,  through 
»ome  technical  defects  in  the  proceedings,  to  receive  a  definitive  decision   on 
Its  merits.    Much  subsequent  discussion  would  have  been  obviated,  for  it  was 
Wl  In  such  a  position  that  it  is  doubtful  if  any  important  point  at  issue  was 
dther  elucidated  or  established  by  it.    Its  history  is  briefly  as  follows : 
the  appellant  was  one  Jeffrey  Jones  an  early  settler  at  Elizabethtown,— one  of 
|    those  who  swore  "  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  Lords  Proprietors  and  their 
|;    nccessors"  in  the  first  years  of  the  settlement,— who,  from  having  been  con- 
•ded  with  the  disturbances  of  1672  and  other  circumstances,  had  attained  to 
considerable  prominence  in  the  place.    On  25th  April,  1676,  he  obtained  a  war- 
rant for  180  acres  of  land,  but  took  no  further  steps  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of 
the  Concessions  to  perfect  his  title.    In  the  meanwhile  James  Fullerton  of 
„Woodbridge  settled  upon  the  tract,  or  some  other  to  which  he  laid  claim.    In 
MB  Jones  ousted  Fullerton,  and  in  September  of  that  year  Fullerton  brought 
so  action  of  trespass  and  ejectment  against  Jones,  and  the  case  came  on  for 
trial  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  at  Amboy  in  May  1695 ;  the  Proprietors 
being  the  actual  plaintiffs  in  the  suit. 

"The  whole  merits  of  the  case"  says  Dr.  Hatfield— but  upon  what  authority 
he  makes  the  statement  does  not  appear — "were  brought  out  before  the  Judges 
"  and  Jury  on  both  sides.    The  events  were  then  recent,  the  documentory  evi- 
dence was  ample  and  well  preserved    *    *    so  that  the  facts  were  fully  before 
"the  Court  or  within  their  reach."    (History  of  Elizabeth  page  211.)    It  is 
doubtful  however  that  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  settlement  were 
brought  out  on  the  trial,  for  the  Elizabethtown  people  in  their  answer  to  the 
Bfll  in  Chancery,  expressly   state,  (page  30)   "  that  in  this  controversey  (the 
"•Jeffrey  Jones  case)  there  was  not  so  much  as  a  suggestion  of  the  plaintiff  that 
"the  associates  of  Elizabethtown  settled  under  the  said  Concessions"  which 
seems  to  render  it  probable  that  the  points  at  issue  were  more  matters  of  law 
than  of  fact,  a  supposition  which  is  strengthened  by  the  slender  details  of  the 
trial  and  its  results  that  have  come  down  to  us.  (Answer  to  Bill,  page  30.)  But  al- 
lowing that  such  full  exposition  of  circumstances  was  presented,  it  seems  that  the 
Council  on  both  sides,  upon  the  state  of  the  facts  as  they  understood  them, 
ujreed  upon  a  special  verdict,  the  terms  of  which  are  not  known,  and  the  court 
charged  the  Jury  accordingly.    Unfortunately,  however,  the  Jury  were  not  to  be 
•deprived  of  the  opportunity  offered  to  express  their  own  views,  and  all  being 
Bore  or  less  interested  in  the  result  of  the  suit,  instead  of  bringing  in  the 
ipecial  verdict   agreed  upon,— which  whatever  may  have   been  its   purport 
•could  not  have  been  favorable  to  the  defendant, — they  brought  in  a  general 
rcdict  against  the  Proprietors'  title,  as  upheld  by  Fullerton.    This  the  Court 
net  aside  and  pronounced  jndgment  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  Spec- 
iU  Verdict.    (Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  120  Answer  p.  30.)    The  disaffected  in  the 
Province  subsequently  asserted  that  the  Jury's  course  was  promoted  by  a  keen 
i«L-e  of  justice  worthy  of  all  commendation,   as  they  were  "chosen  by  the 
Proprietors  or  their  creatures"  (Grants  and  Concessions,  p.  693)  but  a  document 
j  the  Library  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  signed  by  such  men  as 
Andrew  Hamilton,  John  Barclay,  John  Reid  and  others  of  the  Proprietors,  the 
nae  year,  states  emphatically,  that  the  Jury  "all  were  parties,  and  contributed  to 
•makeup  Mr.  Nicolls  fees" — Mr.  Nicolls  being  Jones'  advocate.     (Boundary 
Pipers,  vol.  1,  Instructions  to  Thomas  Gordon.)    The  same  document  contains  an 
-seidental  reference  to  the  points  raised  by  Nicolls,  as  does  some  manuscript 
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"  notes"  on  another  case  to  be  fonnd  in  the  same  depository,  in  which  the  posi- 
tions taken  by  Nicolls  are  shown  by  references  to  various  authorities,  statutes  and 
cases,  to  be  untenable,  but  not  a  word  is  said  about  Jones'  title  depending  upon 
the  perfectness  of  the  Indian  purchase  under  the  licence  of  Governor  Richard 
Nieolls. 

The  supporters  of  Jones,  appealed  from  the  Judgment  of  the  Court  to  the 
King  in  Council,  and  on  the  25th  February,  1696-7,  on  the  reception  of  the  report 
of  a  Committee  of  the  Council,  the  Judgmentwas  "  reversed  and  repealed,  and  all 
"Issues  thereupon  declared  null  and  void,  (answer  to  Bill,  p.  30.)  This  rever- 
sal has  been  thought  to  "confirm  unquestionably  the  validity  of  the  titles"  of 
the  Elizabethtown  people,  but  it  must  be  observed  that  there  is  no  declaration 
made  of  the  grounds  of  reversal.  James  Alexander  and  Joseph  Murray  on  re- 
viewing the  case  (Bill  in  Chancery  p.  120)  say,  that  "  the  special  verdict  agreed 
"upon,  and  on  which  probably  the  judgment  was  given,  was  not  found  by  any 
"  Jury,  on  the  contrary  the  Jury  to  whom  it  was  referred  gave  a  general  Verdict 
"  for  Jones :  on  both  which  points  undoubtedly  the  judgment  was  erroneous 
"  and  ought  to  be  reversed,  had  the  case  been  never  so  clear  against  Jones  on 
"  the  special  verdict  agreed  to."— Nicolls,  however,  who  appeared  for  the  appel- 
lant before  the  Council,  stated  on  his  return  that  "to  the  best  of  his  remen 
"  brance  the  sole  dispute  was  whether  Col,  Richard  Nicolls  as  Governor  under 
"the  King  of  England  in  those  parts  might  not  grant  Licence  to  any  of  the 
"  subjects  of  England,  to  purchase  Lands  from  the  native  Pagans  ?  and  if  upon 
"  such  Licence  and  Purchase  the  English  subjects  should  gain  a  property  in  the 
"  Lands  so  bought?  all  which  was  resolved  in  the  afHmative  and  the  Judgment 
"  given  to  the  contrary  accordingly  be  reversed."  (Answer  to  Bill,  p.  31.) 

One  of  the  Committee  of  the  Council  before  whom  the  case  was  argued  was 
Chief  Justice  Holt,  who  seventeen  years  before,  had  joined  with  seven  other  dis- 
tinguished lawyers  in  giving  the  opinion  which  has  been  already  referred  to  (see 
Page  159)  in  which  is  this  pregnant  passage—"  If  any  Planter  be  Refractory, 
"  and  will  insist  on  his  Indian  Title  or  Purchase,  and  not  submit  to  the  Laws  of 
"  Plantations ;  the  Proprietors  who  have  the  Title  under  the  Prince,  may  deny 
"them  the  Benefit  of  the  Law,  and  prohibit  Commerce  with  them,  as  opposers 
"  and  Enemies  of  the  public  Peace."  (Bill  in  Chancery,  p.  41.)  Is  it  probable 
that  the  decision  in  1697  was  inconsistent  with  the  opinion  of  1680  ?  ifthe.de- 
cision  turned  solely  upon  the  question  whether  any  property  was  required  by 
the  purchase  "  from  the  native  Pagans,"  and  asserted  the  acquisition  of  such 
"  property,"  was  it  anything  more  than  that  equitable  right  which  required  con- 
firmation in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Proprietors  ?  They  never  controverted 
the  fact  that  the  first  settlers  did  "  gain  a  property  in  the  lands  so  bought," 
but  claimed  a  compliance  by  them  with  terms  of  the  confirmation  of  the  par- 
chase  which  they  themselves  had  sought  from  Governor  Nicolls,  that  is,  "  the 
"  rendering  and  paying  yearly  unto  his  Royal  Highness,  the  Duke  of  York,  on 
"his  assign 8  for  ever,  a  certain  rent  and  performing  such  acts  and  things  as 
"  shall  be  appointed,"  <fcc. 

I  consider  it  therefore  very  evident,  that  there  could  not  have  been  anything 
in  the  reversal  of  the  judgment  in  the  Jones  Case,  at  variance  with  the  opinion 
the  learned  counsel  had  previously  given.  We  are  without  any  information  as 
to  the  effect  of  the  reversal  in  the  province. 


COMMERCIAL  PROJECTS  IN  NEW  JERSEY  DURING  THE  CON- 
FEDERATION. 

LETTERS  FROM  JOHN  ItUTHERFURD,  UNITED  STATE8  SENATOR  FROM  NEW 
JERSEY  FROM  1791  TO  1796.  TO  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  NEW  JERSEY  HOUSE 
OF  ASSEMBLY. 

f        ' 

From  the  Original  Draft,  presented  ly  John  Rutherfurd,  Esq. 

[The  necessity  for  the  "  more  perfect  Union,"  which  the  Constitution 
of  1787  was  intended  to  effect,  is  clearly  shown  by  these  letters.  Under 
the  Confederation  every  State  was  naturally  led  to  regard  its  own  interest 
solely,  and,  consequently,  the  greatest  diversity  would  have  existed  in 
both  the  internal  and  external  policies  of  neighboring  communities,  had 
not  the  Constitution  with  its  healthful  provisions  been  adopted,  to  M  pro- 
mote the  general  welfare."] 

New  Jersey,  16th  May,  1783. 

Sir  :  In  a  Conversation  I  had  with  you  yesterday  concerning  the  Ben- 
efits of  a  forreign  Trade  to  this  State  of  New  Jersey,  you  seemed  pleased 
with  what  I  then  advanced,  but  acknowledged  you  was  but  little  in- 
formed on  that  subject,  and  you  believed  it  was  also  the  case  with  many 
members  of  your  House ;  that  however  well  disposed  to  promote  the  good 
of  the  State,  yet  their  minds  had  been  more  turned  to  Country  Affairs 
than  matters  of  that  kind;  and  you  was  pleased  to  request  me  to  give 
you  my  Thoughts  in  Writing,  that  you  might  consider  them  at  Leisure  ; 
and  if  need  be  to  communicate  them  to  others  of  the  House  in  your  Situ- 
ation :  I  heartily  wish  it  were  in  my  Power  to  do  Justice  to  the  Subject, 
and  to  convince  you  as  much  as  I  am  myself  of  the  Necessity  we  are  un- 
der of  encouraging  Trade,  and  how  much  it  is  now  in  our  Power  effect- 
nally  to  secure  it. 

The  Advantages  of  Commerce  are  now  generally  allowed,  as  we  have 
so  many  glaring  Proofs  before  our  Eyes  ;  what  else  makes  so  small  a 
Country  as  Holland  with  so  many  local  disadvantages  so  considerable  a 
People?  what  else  has  enriched  the  Republicks  of  Venice,  Genoa,  Ham- 
burg and  Dantzick  ?  France  possesses  no  Mines  of  Gold  or  Silver,  but 
her  Manufactories  and  Commerce  has  made  her  the  greatest  Kingdom  in 
Europe.  And  the  Power  and  Wealth  of  Britain  has  astonished  all  the 
"World,  the  Basis  of  which  is  her  Commerce.  But  to  leave  forreign  In- 
stances, has  not  the  greatness  and  Opulence  of  Boston,  Philadelphia, 
and  New  York,  been  solely  owing  to  their  great  Trade  ?  and  it  is  well 
known,  that  above  one  third  Part  of  all  public  Taxes  raised  in  the  State 
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of  New  York,  were  always  punctually  paid  by  the  City,  owing  to  the 
great  Estates  of  the  Merchants  there  ;  Tho'  the  State  itself  is  very  large, 
possesses  many  valuable  Products,  and  is  inhabited  by  many  rich  gen 
tlemen,  and  very  wealthy  Farmers,  Nor  must  we  forget  Newport,  -which 
tho'  the  Capital  of  a  very  small  Territory,  by  their  Extensive  Trade  has 
made  themselves  truly  considerable. 

If  such  be  the  advantages  of  Commerce,  let  us  contrast  the  Object,  and 
here  Spain  first  occurs  to  us,  which  with  every  Advantage  of  Climate  and 
Soil,  and  the  Wealth  of  all  the  Indies  poured  into  her  Lap,  is  still  but  a 
second  Rate  Nation  from  their  want  of  manufactories  and  Trade. — Por- 
tugal tho'  a  smaller  Object,  is  exactly  in  the  same  Predicament,  and  so 
of  the  rest  of  the  Powers  of  Europe,  their  "Wealth  or  Poverty  is  in  pro- 
portion to  their  Trade.  Let  us  cast  our  Eyes  on  this  Continent,  and  we 
shall  find  that  the  same  Cause  produces  the  same  Effects.  Connecticut 
is  a  fertile  Country  and  abounds  with  many  valuable  Articles  of  Com- 
merce, yet  as  their  forreign  export  is  small,  and  their  Trade  is  mostly 
carried  on  to  Boston  and  New  York,  to  these  Cities  they  are  greatly  en- 
debted,  if  they  issue  Bills  of  Credit,  tho'  they  bear  Interest,  their  Circu- 
lation goes  heavily,  their  Farms  are  often  sold  by  the  New  York  Mer- 
chants, and  before  the  "War  there  was  no  Man  of  considerable  Property 
in  the  whole  State.  The  Circumstances  of  New  Jersey  were  much  simi- 
lar, our  Trade  was  carried  on  by  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  to  these 
Cities  we  owed  amazing  Sums,  nor  could  borrowers  be  supplied  within 
the  State,  and  we  all  know  the  expence  and  Inconvenience  of  owing 
money  at  such  a  Distance,  our  Merchants  were  also  obliged  to  go  to 
these  Towns  to  supply  themselves  with  Goods,  and  their  Expences,  Car- 
riage and  loss  of  Time  laid  a  Charge  on  their  Wares  of  at  least  5  p  Cen1. 
by  this  means  none  of  our  Dealers  grew  considerable  among  us,  and  were 
unable  to  undertake  forreign  Adventures.  Instead  of  having  a  large 
Town  among  us  of  general  export  and  import,  and  markets  for  all  our 
Produce,  we  were  obliged  either  to  cross  the  "Water  with  them  at  great 
Charge,  to  sell  at  low  rates,  and  often  entirely  to  lose  the  sale,  especially 
for  small  Articles  raised  on  a  Farm  ;  but  the  necessity  of  keeping  money 
among  us  is  now  more  essential  than  formerly,  for  our  great  and  neces- 
sary Taxes  ought  in  equity  to  our  Creditors  to  be  punctually  paid  ;  yet 
if  Matters  go  on  as  usual  how  is  it  possible  for  us  to  find  Money.  How 
many  of  us  remember  that  in  the  Year  1764  tho'  at  that  Period  we  had 
Province  Bills  in  Circulation  to  the  amount  of  near  £300,000 — yet  being 
called  upon  for  an  Aid  against  the  Indians  we  were  obliged  to  issue  a 
further  considerable  Sum,  not  to  be  sunk  finally  before  the  year  1783. 
and  tho'  our  Taxes  did  not  exceed  £15,000  p  Annum,  yet  in  many  Places 
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it  was  difficult  to  collect  it,  and  few  were  able  to  lend  £100  to  a  Neigh- 
bour, while  at  New  York,  scarce  any  Money  but  that  of  New  Jersey  was 
current,  some  Merchants  there  had  £10,000  by  them  to  put  out,  besides 
having  £50,000  or  upwards  on  Bond,  and  sufficient  Stock  in  Trade. 

The  States  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  have  many  Advantages  in  Soil, 
and  Situation  for  Trade,  and  besides  many  smaller  Branches  of  Produce' 
their  Staple  of  Tobacco  alone  is  in  Value  above  a  Million  and  a  half  of 
our  Money  yearly,  it  might  be  thought  that  Money  would  be  a  Drug  in 
such  Countries,  yet  the  reverse  is  the  Case,  the  Trade  is  almost  entirely 
carried  on  from  Europe  and  by  Strangers,  Money  is  actually  scarce 
there,  most  of  the  Planters  arc  much  in  Debt,  and  many  New  York  or 
Philadelphia  Merchants  can  command  more  Money  than  the  richest  of 
them. 

I  might  give  more  Instances  on  this  Subject,  but  supposing  it  already 
sufficiently  clear,  I  shall  not  enlarge,  but  endeavour  in  my  next  to  point 
out  what  seems  to  me  the  most  likely  means  of  obtaining  at  this  critical 
Juncture  this  desireable  End. 

I  am,  Your  hum.  Ser1, 


New  Jersey,  17th  May,  1783. 
Sir  •    In  my  last  I  endeavoured  to  show  the  Advantages  arising  from 
Commerce,  with  which  if  we  are  fully  imprest  and  will  now  act  with  a 
Liberality  of  Sentiments,  it  is  my  firm  persuasion  that  we  may  obtain 
for  this  State  what  seems  now  the  governing  Principle  of  the  Politics  of 
the  most  flourishing  Nations  in  Europe. — Some  have  proposed  that  we 
should  lay  a  Duty  on  every  Article  of  our  Produce  carried  to  any  of  the 
Neighbouring  States,  and  also  a  Duty  upon  every  Article  of  forreigu 
Produce  brought  from  thence.     But  this  Proposal  is  liable  to  the  follow- 
ing Objections.     1".  Arc  we  sure  that  we  have  Merchants  among  our- 
selves with  sufficient  Capitals  and  Shipping  for  carrying  on  an  Export 
Trade.    2".  Might  not  our  few  Merchants  have  a  Monopoly  against  the 
whole  State,  and  give  us  what  Prices  they  please  for  our  Produce.     31. 
If  Prices  were  higher  at  the  great  Towns,  would  not  this  be  a  great 
Temptation  to  smuggle,  and  who  could  blame  the  Farmers  who  bear 
almost  the  whole  burthen  of  the  Taxes,  and  considering  our  extensivo 
Coast  to  prevent  smuggling  would  be  attended   with   great  Charge. 
4'\  Might  not  the  neighbouring  States  be  provoked  at  such  a  Law,  and 
prohibit  us  from  carrying  any  Articles  to  them,  tho'  perhaps  our  best 
Market,  and  not  wanted  in  our  forreign  Trade  ?     To  make  Trade  flourish, 
it  must  be  free  from  all  Shackles.    .In  the  first  Place  then,  we  should 
make  a  Law,  to  declare  all  our  Ports  free  for  a  certain  Term  of  Years, 
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and  to  be  free  from  all  Imposts  during  said  Period.    Secondly  that  said    : 
Law  should  express  that  all  Merchants  or  Mechanicks  who  inclined  to. 
settle  among  us  on  taking  the  Oaths  to  the  State  should  have  all  Manner  m 
of  Protection  and  Encouragement.    3**.  That  there  should  be  a  Clause.  «P 
of  general  Amnesty,  the  fewer  Exceptions  the  better,  either  by  Name  or*  J 
description,  as  is  common  in  all  Governments.    To  point  out  the  Bene-i 
..fits  that  would  arise  from' this  Law,  let  us  consider ;  •  That  by  making' 

*  free  Ports  it  would  be  following  a  Measure  that  has  been  often  praotisei.fi 
£*with  the  greatest  Success,  *  Witness  Holland  nearly  in  this  CaW"-\Leg4|t; 
v  horn  that  suddenly  rose  to  great  Note,  and  many  other  Sea  Ports ;?  and  r?| 

ffilas-to  taking  off  all  Imposts,  in  the  present  State  of  our  Commerce ■V^m 

rf. would  be  giving  up  nothing,  and  would  encourage  an  immediate  Lib|fl 

|  portation,  and  furnish  the  Goods  cheaper  to  Farmers,  who  ought  to  hayepfe 

i  every  Indulgence,  and  prevent  us  buying  from  our  Neighbours  who  hayelH 

*  or  intend  to  load  their  Imports  with  Duties.  That  such  Ports  would  '  " 
even  encourage  Merchants  residing  in  other  States  to  send  Cargoes  of. •;'? 
Goods  to  be  stored  here,  either  on  Speculation  or  to  remain  Duty  free:    1 

'  till  called  for,  as  is  the  Case  in  Europe  with  Holland,  and  was  the.  Case     I 

with which  as  a  free  Port  was  the  general  Mart  of  all  surrounding 

Nations,  and  converted  a  barren  Rock  into  a  Place  of  great  Importance. 
Perhaps  some  may  think  that  the  free  Port  should  be  confined  to  one 
Place,  and,  that  by  laying  Duties  on  the  Importation  to  the  others,  it 
would  ease  the  Lands  in  the  Taxes.  I  shall  not  pretend  to  decide  this 
Question,  tho'  I  rather  incline  to  think  for  the  present  that  the  Freedom 
should  be  general,  which  alone  will  give  a  great  Advantage  to  the  Farm- 
ers in  raising  the  Markets  by  bringing  them  to  their  Doors,  and  in  low- 
ering the  Prices  on  the  Goods  they  want  for  their  Consumption. 

But  it  is  obvious  we  have  not  Merchants  among  us  with  Capitals*  su£ 
ficient  to  carry  on  these  great  Operations,  which  our  Traders  will  readi- 
ly acknowledge,  and  such  as  are  of  an  enlarged  way  of  thinking,  so  far 
from  wishing  to  confine  the  Trade  to  the  present  sett,  are  sensible  that 
Merchants  thrive  by  Merchants,  and  that  by  encreasing  the  Number  with, 
ample  Capitals  would  be  an  Advantage  to  them,  and  this  brings  me  to 
the  second  Clause  of  the  Law  proposed,  to  give  Protection  and  Encour- 
agement to  all  Merchants,  which  by  good  Information  at  this  critical 
Juncture  would  bring  very  many  wealthy  Merchants  among  us  with  Cap- 
itals as  I  have  been  informed  to  the  amount  of  more  than  a  million  of 
money,  all  expert  in  their  Business,  who  have  in  general  acquired  their 
great  Fortunes  by  their  Industry  and  their  connections  in  Trade  with 
every  forreign  Port.    To  obtain  such  valuable  Subjects  is  worthy  our 
most  serious  Attention,  and  if  neglected  at  this  Crisis  such  an  Oppor- 
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|  -    tanity  can  never  be  recalled.    For  it  is  past  a  Doubt  that  such  a  Capital 

in  such  Useful  Hands  would  give  a  new  Complection  to  the  whole  State ; 

Would  greatly  encrease  the  number  of  our  People  ;  give  Employment  to 

||  oar  Youth  now  languishing  in  Idleness  ;  raise  the  Rents  of  our  Lands 

Ki  and  Houses,  and  consequently  raise  their  Value  ;  lower  the  Prices  of 

£  Goods ;  furnish  Sums  to  the  Borrowers  without  going  out  of  the  State  ; 

|  make  Money  plentier ;  and  make  both  the  Farmer  and  Mechanick  better 

«    able  to  pay  their  Taxes,  which  is  a  thing  we  should  principally  have  in 

H.Yiew.--'^'"-'^  ■■;-■■       '•-».•■ 

•The  third  Clause  of  the  Law  proposed  would  necessarily  follow  the 
?J(  Preceding,  and  such  a  general  Amnesty  would  mark  this  State  for  a  Lib- 
erality of  Sentiment  among  all  Nations,  and  I  am  fully  persuaded  could 
be  of  no  HI  Consequence  to  the  Peace  or  Harmony  of  the  State,  for  ad- 
\  nutting  that  they  were  connected  or  engaged  in  Opposition  to  us  in  the 
late  Contest  we  have  so  gloriously  ended,  if  we  can  suppose  they  have 
any  feeling  or  Resentment,  they  must  hereafter  consider  with  Indigna- 
tion a  Nation  who  has  so  shamefully  abandoned  them,  and  will  be  bound 
by  Oaths  and  Gratitude  to  support  the  Country  they  shall  adopt,  and 
which  gives  them  a  generous  Asylum.  Neither  would  such  a  Law  be  at 
ill  a  new  Precedent,  does  not  every  Country  in  Europe  receive  with  open 
Arms  the  Refugees  from  other  Countries,  and  what  great  Advantages 
have  they  reaped  from  it  ?  Does  not  France  make  Laws  to  encourage 
them,  not  only  by  an  Exemption  from  Taxes,  but  contrary  to  the  funda- 
mental'Principles  of  their  Government  allow  them  the  free  Exercise  of 
their  Religion  ?  And  is  not  such  an  Act  of  Amnesty  or  Grace  published 
after  every  Revolution,  and  so  lately  in  Britain  as  the  year  1745  with  a 
very  few  Exceptions  ? 

I  cannot  conclude  without  observing  that  no  Time  should  be  lost  in 
adopting  this  most  useful  Proposal,  for  I  am  certainly  informed  that 
General  Parsons  and  several  other  persons  of  Eminence  from  Connecticut 
State  have  been  at  New  York  inviting  some  of  the  Capital  Merchants 
and  monied  Men  of  that  City  to  come  and  reside  among  them,  and  as- 
suring them  they  will  meet  with  every  Indulgence,  which  corresponds 
with  the  Liberality  and  Policy  they  shewed  during  the  War  by  inviting 
the  Refugees  of  New  York  State  among  them,  and  exempting  them  from 
all  Taxes :  but  I  am  well  informed  that  the  Merchants  and  many  Useful 
Mechanicks  would  prefer  this  State  could  they  meet  with  similar  En- 
couragement. 

*  I  was  lately  asked  what  loss  I  apprehended  our  trading  at  second 

*  This  letter  was  submitted  to  James  Parker,  of  Perth  Ambov,  for  his  criti- 
cism, and  in  the  copy  from  which  this  is  printed  this  paragraph  is  given  as 
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hand  to  New  York  and  Philadelphia  might  be  to  this  State.  Tho'  it 
may  be  difficult  to  decide  this  question  with  Precision  yet  by  comparing 
the  accounts  given  me  by  the  most  Intelligent  Storekeepers  in  the  State 
I  compute  that  one  with  another  they  formerly  sold  to  the  amount  of 
£2,000  yearly — That  in  the  Whole  State  there  are  at  least  Two  hundred 
Storekeepers  ;  this  gives  the  Sum  of  £400,000  for  our  annual  Imports,  to 
which  our  Exports  must  at  least  be  equivalent,  and  allowing  the  loss  of 
Charges  carriage  &c,  to  be  only  5  p  Cent,  makes  the  Damage  this  State 
sustains  to  be  £40,000  a  year,  besides  many  other  Inconveniencies— Per- 
haps you  may  think  this  Estimate  high,  but  I  assure  you  I  lately  heard 
a  man  of  Extensive  knowledge  in  Trade  estimate  the  former  Loss  to  this 
State  at  £50,000,  and  he  gave  it  as  the  certain  reason  why  this  State  was 
always  poor  and  so  deeply  sunk  in  debt  to  our  Neighbours— can  we  be 
said  to  be  independent  while  groaning  under  such  burthens  ? 

As  these  Letters  are  intended  to  inform  the  Minds  of  many  well  wish- 
ers to  this  State,  you  are  at  Liberty  to  make  any  Use  of  them  you  may 
think  proper,  in  the  rough  State  they  occurred  to  me. 

Hoping  your  Sentiments  will  coincide  with  mine,  which  I  am  confi- 
dent are  solely  dictated  for  the  Prosperity  of  this  State, 

I  am  sir,  Your  very  hum.  Ser', 

amended  by  him.  There  are  also  other  verbal  corrections  made  by  him  in  other 
parts  of  the  letter. 


<— 


ERRATA. 


Page  1,  Line  2,  (Me  "Mr.". 

"    21,  Insert  $285.83  as  the  footiug  of  one  of  the  short  columns  of  Treasurers' 

Report. 
"    26,  Line  5  from  bottom,  for  "  Walter  "  read  John. 
"    53,  Line  21,  for  "Richard  Field"  read  RicJiard  S.  Field. 
"    54,  Line  5,  for  "  By-Laws  "  read  Constitution. 
"    63,  Line  7,  for  "orders  of  Gen.   Washington"   read  orders  of  Gov.  Ise,  of 

Virginia. 
"    79,  Line  2,  for  "  1776  "  read  1786. 
*■    108,  Line  2,  for  "  1867  "  read  1863. 

44    111,  Line  12  from  bottom,  for  "  March  3  "  read  March  1. 
"    162,  Line  7  from  bottom,  for  "  deponent "  read  deponents. 
'•    163,  Line  22,  for  "  Dougan  "  read  Dongan. 
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